(Hruce Ynited Whurel of Christ
#07 Plymouth Street

ECulber, Inbdiana
MEREDITH 1. SPEUNGER, MINISTER

Oetobar 16,1068

De. William S.3adler
B33 Dimaraey Parlowy
Ohienpe 14, Illinois }

Dear Or. Sadlaer;

soolosed is a latiter which I have writheon to Dr. Hobert Moss, president

of eur seminary at Lancaster, Perm. Dr, Moss 15 & young man who ook
his Ph.D. ati Chicego University inthe field of ¥ew Testament. The
meeding was more or less Erranped by our denominational commithes on the
Church and Ministry.

Dr. Moss sald he had read only part of the lifs of Jesuz and soms
sdaouions dealing with the prophets. He reporfed that, with Fegarwmbions,
he wns faverably impressed., The Greatment of the prophets he azaid was
in lins with the beat scholarship of ocur day. He had hoped %o oatich the
book in its "glib" use of datss. [lhe date upon which He was pinning his
hope was She date of the cruplfixion.established by the reseatch of
Bultman {7) but he discovered the Urantla date and the Bulimen dake wers
the agams.

He had numerous misconeephicns about the olaims of the Upantia Book
which we, I bel ieve, were able %o correet, Almost everything he said
regarding normatiive evaluation we wers able to affiivme "That's ekackly
what the Urantia Book seys."

I believe he was most impressed by our relaxed, non-defensive mannar.
Ea finelly ended ap with a baiting approsch: "You've really gof something
here that ought 4o be mublicized." We gave o nepative reply and nssumed
uhe Gamaliel attitude. We also pointed oot thed most ministers were nob
resdy for the Urantia Sook and would only be diaturbed by it.

At presont I think Moss iz acting primarily in the service of the
officials of the Chursh o keep an eye on our scbivities in The inkersats
of She Church bub thers is an cutiside possibility tha% his persmal
ourcsity may be arronsed enongh for him to go beyond this point. I
recall that half of the spies became followersl

I am writing Maricn Howley about sewveral contacts T have made in
behalf of the Brotherhood, We plan to be with you on Sunday afterncon
Ucl. 28%h. We will have Yo leave almost immediakaly for a dinner end
baptism service in Bchillar Park. A German refupes couple who ohme to
vulwer severanl years ago have moved t o Chioago and now want us to bapiire
B rew baby.

After talking %o Moss I am impressed with the emphesis which modern
biblieal seholars place on histiorical facts and documeriba. Tn this light
15 might be well tc write a historical repork ol the Urantiz movement.

i hope we can Yalk about Shis sometime, Will Jook forward %o geaing youo
on Oct . 266H.

-

Lordially wours, -? ) E:



F« 5+ I just happened te remember that! seversl wasks age B. M. Salysr
of Uklshooe City called me longdistance nnd talked for gomse time alouk
sheir Soclety in Oklahome Cify. Ie asaild they want te hire a full time
Mman. 1 gAve him %the name of one of the older mén of obr pastcr's
study group who is looking for o chanpge but do not knowdf helwas
conbacted. Da appestd tu Ue inberested in dbrning this groopiover to
gsomeone and going oub and starfing another.



Ootober 16, 1058
Tf‘l‘ H“r. Hﬂbl:'t Ti"- HI:I'HH-. II]"'-_- Fh.l-ﬂ'i
Theological Seminary of the Ewngellionl and Reformed Church
Lancacster, Pennsylvanin

Dear Dr. Mossi

Thank you for your letter. What you say about the importance of
the historicity of Christianity is certainly true. It must be pointed
out, however, that tha fach of Jesus'being m historiocal flgure or
the existence of early manuscripts of the gospela proves nothing
regarding the qualitative nature of either.

The Urantia Book has mll of this kind of historioity but this
proves little or nothing about its quality. The historie facts
connected with the coming of the Urantia Papers hold op under investipation.
The Urantim Book is an importany historie fach. Althouph the history
of its coming 1g interesting and rather remarkable, it sotually proves
nothéng & except its historicity.

If you should ever make a study of the historic faotas of bhe aoming
of the Urantia Book you will dlscover %wo seemingly important foots
whihheld from you by Ghe people who were directly involved in the
ooming of the Urantia Fapers. The ome thing vou will not find out 1s
who this individual iz or was through whom the papors were materialized.
They say the reason for this is that those who are in clarge of the
spiritual supervislion of ocur planet wmmt no 5%, Petar's or S4. Tault's
agsogiated with the Urantia Revelation o fthousand years hence.

The other thing you will nct discover is % he method by which the
papers omme. The Chicapo gronp beliave thay were forbidden to tell
thiz begeuse the celesiial beings wanted no appenl to the an called
miraoulous in the acoepbance of the Urantla Bosk. This would be like
tirying to prove the divinisy of Chriast on $he basis of the apparant
miracles whick he porformed. This is o primitlve appronch which
acbunlly ppoves ncthing. Ihey were told 4hat Shese limitaklons
would be o abumbling bléck at firsh bub the real scoeptance of Ghe
Urantia Book would come from the inner wvaulidity of 1ts spiritusl trush.

Our pastor's sbudy group were quive concerned In knowing how the
papers came. In Yhinking abou¥ how he could satisfy this curocsity,
Dr. Sadler go¥ the idea one day Ghat although they were forhidden %o
Bell how the papers came, they were noit forbidden %o say how they did
not come. So he propared a paper outlining just about every kind of
paychio phenomena I can think of, saying the papers did not come by
any of these methods. I wlll enolose n copy of this outline,.

As I btelieve you know, Dr. William 5. Sadler was the lsader of
this early group te whom the papers were enfirusted. Dr. Sadler iz a
prominate psyochiatrist of the country, now mrtlally retired; and,
inocidently, he lectured at WoCormiok Thecloglcal Seminary for aboub



thirby years. Hls first contach with the Individunl who was used in
some way in the materialieation of the papers ook place im 1911, The
history of the movement is dudeed interesting but in the end aotually
proves nothing %o the individual who mpproaches it with sclentific
objectivity = as I think one should.

If you should ever be inbterested in aoqueinting yourself with the
historical background of the Urantia Bosk I would be glad 4o arrange
an inGerview with Dr. Sadler. Anyone desiring to invedtipgate the
origing of the Urantim Book snd movement from first hand sources should
do 80 soonm as meny of the original group are now elderly.,

hiegerding your guesticn about the reaction of the pastors to our
mosting last week, I have not talked with any of them abeut 1% bot
would guess they were faworably impressed and probably a bit surprised
a% the objectivity of your attitude and impressed with the quality of
your theological obserwtions.

You may rest mssured that the lines of communication between us
will always remain open. Best wishes to yOu .

S8inoerely yours,

Meredith J. Sprunger




Oct. 20, 19 58

Or. Heredith J. Sprunger
15 H. Slate 5t.
Culwver, Indlana

Dear Dr. Sprunger:

Your recent letters to we and Harien were wery luteresting.

I think you ere baving veel succeps in your efforts to interest
pecple in the Urantls Book, and your glow but persistent
efforts convince me more and more of the proper technique

of gpreeding the message at this tlme.

I will be looking forward to seeirg you next Sunday.

m’l.

Willism 5. Sedler

WS/ar




