Grace Tnangelical And Reformed Chucel
A0T Morth Plymeuth Street
Culber, Fudinnu
MEREDITH ). SPRUNGER, Ph.D., Minister

Jen. 4, 1958

Ore. William 2. Sadler
533 Diversey Parkway
Chieapo 12, I11.

Dear Dr. Sadlep:

We should like to Shank you for the wonderful time which we snjoyed at your
homs Wedneaday. You have such a fine family and we apprecisted getting acquainted with
you folks so much. We hope you will be able %o visit us sometims.

We received much also in our underastanding of the background of the Urantia
Eook. Ag %he result of our conversations, I typed up & new ediiion of the Introduction
and ran off a few copies for s select group of Academy instroctors I am meeting wikth
Menday evening.

I wes never satisfied with the other attempbs;: & hey lacked %tha "we" atmosphare.
And few peaople feel competent encugh or couragecus enough Gotmekle scmething like
the Uranbia Bock in isolation. When they feel that many competent people have taken

something of this nature seriously, they are mich more likely to follow sult, as yoo
woll kmow.

Would you cor one of your family go over it and make sugreations senoerning changes
which might improve it in acourmcy or effectivensess., frebebly one of your family
conld glve me a better biographical sketch of yourself,

Jus® received s noke today from D. W. Weaver of this community enclosing a
letter from Edmond F. J. Eulieke in which he supgests that Mr. Wesver contaot ms
fer an introdustion "to & most wonderful book...which we have been atudying for
ovar twanty years." I shall be glad to meet with ¥r. Weaver.

Wie are making copies of the various diamgrams which Bill's wife gawve us. Shall
atart going owver the funsral services material socon.

':-:-:.!r'diﬂ.l'l:,r yours, =

el

Meradith J. Sprunger



MAY I INTRODUCE YOU TO A MOST UNUSUAL BODK:

Every ndvence in hknowledgs is a disterbing and painful experiepce far man. This is true af heth guankitokive
knawledge (sclence) and quolitative knowledge (religicn), Giordess Hruno was burned ot the steke for cootending the
earth waes paot in.l:he eenter of the universe. Louis Pastedr was dencumced by the learned men of his doy when hqa
ﬁnrltfnébﬂ- that dissases were coused by perma. Waen William [larvey discovered the cireulatian of the blood, mast of the
phyaiciane of his doy whe were gver thivty-five coatinued the rest of their lives ta balieve there wono nu,lud1 thing
Shortly before Wilbur and Ovville wWright flew their first plane at Kitty Howk, N. C., = distinguished scientist el

4 egppVinoing articie proving that ic was sclentificully impossible ko fly o wehicla hesvier chon .air, The list could
go oo and on.

Ecientinta, |'-n-r=1-'=:_' are nob the enly people afflicted with thiam type of myoplc visien. Groweh in religious insight
hna ?hE_Erl_plugqu with even greater reaistence and suffering. The prophets have been stoned; the aaviours are crucified -
by religious men and wemen who believe chey are doing the will of God,

The basic errar regponsible for our historic resistonce Lo trakh, hoth scientific and H]i;iuuu. t& mankigd® s tendency
to accept second-hond, once removed sources of reality - usually nathoritneinnism and teaditien. The Bible deoes mat
contain the ward of God because car theclopican] professors, our pastors oF our porents ooy it dosa. It is not Eternns]
Truth because the proghets haove seen visions or worked mirscles. The ultimnte authority of truth is its intrinsic, el f
validacing naturs, Thers is in every man o =park of the Divine which bears witoess to the truth. The gnly =ay one con
know the Pikle contains the word of Ged is through this inner testimeny of the Holy Spirit. "When the Spirit of Truth
comes, he will guida you inte a)l the truth,..snd will declare ta you the things that are to cone, " Jokn 16:13,

With this backprosnd T sheald like to introduce yeu to o book which, at first impalse, you will no doubt reject. After
After this first inpalsc passes, T urge you - with a)] the sincerity and urgency ot sy comsand - to read and scudy this
book carefully and critically, Aemember that you never need fear truth and folashood cannot stand careful serutiny.

This book is enticled: The Urantin Boak, It was published by the Urantio Foundatien, 533 Diversey Parkwny, Chicago 14,
111inois, in 1855 and contains 2057 pages ($10). Examiping its coatents you wil] disgever that it claims to be written
by numerous. celestin] beings na » specinl revelation te mon living on this world, Urantis, It asserts that it coatnins
the first major Divine Rzvelntion since the coning of (hrist to car plarst, * Theae papers differ from nll pravious
revalutions, for they wre not the wark of a single universe persanality (mach as Melchizedek af Snlem or Jeaus of
Mazoreth] ® but a composite presentaticn of many beings, Hut na revelation short of the attainment oi the L."niﬂ_:rnl
Father can ever be complete, All other velestin] ministrations are no more than partin), transient, and practically

/. adgpted to local conditions of tipe and space. While sseh ndmisaions as this may possibly detract from the irpedinta

{E ¥

! ;o Other men of intermnotional reputatich. ¥y

sroe snd suthority of all revelations, the tipe has neeived on Urantin when it is adrinable to make such Ernnk_ut.uw-
nents, sven at tho rviek of weskening the fature iofluence snd sutherity of this, Ehe post recent of the revelntions
of cruth to the mortal races of Urantin.' Page ‘1008,

papleted areund 1934 and were ploced in the custedy offi solect group of pecple known as the

§ thean fecple of highest coliber nad.unquesticned {uupitri This first group was composed i
i of pr. William Bndler nnid hia fe, Dr., Leno Kelloge Sadler. They were o parionnl iy
un' & death in 19395 An you' may.dfmow, Df. Sedler was a pioneer in ehe developmont

ayerT t-a:n::.-'-fi.u"hnqﬁ séoe of which have been atandard text books in pedical
wdical Schoo] of Chicnge University and a lecturer in
:p‘}raf'a.__"'x

Thepe revalaticos weEy
Urentin Forum, Yoi will ;
seventy people under the leace
preminent medign] teom watil DOr,
pf Msmericen Paychintry. He has wTity
schpale for many yoara. lie wos profesid

payehintry ot McCormick Theologicn] Semirg

rontin Popsrs befarp publicatien and fully nccepted them wers

Sir Hacbert Willins. Tharstom, who took delight in exposing
pipars that he dpopped his werk for a whale year to make nn

gwise book thmge mun.ﬂl;’n aak of his lusy eareer to study the Papers.

the famows magicinn, Howard Thursten en ;
all serts of fraud, becane #o sbscrbed

intensive atudy of the Urontino F‘apur:l?. Wilkigs Ij

i
4ntis Papers and The Urafitie Dook was relensed to the public in Octoler,
regnnized into the Urantia Br thebhaod with n conmtituticn and by-lawa. Thia
e Book and nttempt to start a mew cult,

Finally permission win given ko publd
1955, At this tipe the Ursntis Forum v
wns done Jargely ne a defensive moasure of

e Urnntin Brothechoody Mr. Sedlep. is an outatanding business man
peneral plont effigiency af in stpial insticuticns throagh

| M

I b ;
T wan perschally introduced tothe Urantia Ehiiﬂh by Louik M. Hammerschmide, n prominent lawyer, c chman 'j-“d P‘Jh!l']:
minded cizizen of South Bend;/and W, F. llurr!h.. presidgnt emeritus af the Nationa -Beagdnrd {'n [a ge induntrin
firm of the United States, Cinadn and England), n man g exceptionsl ability, charhcter and integrity.“All of these
pen and many others have aphronched the Urantlp Papsrs ¥i canaidernble shepricisn but after caraful study hove

heeems thorcuphly cenvinced of their authemtac :{. e

1 i

II‘..

Willinm 8, Sodler, Jr. is the carren
heading on agency which evaluates b

irmas expcutiven
out Noreh Americs,



e - S ;
i ;ll:-uild e:lu:quI:I that nny suthentic revelntion would ke contimucus with and not centrary ca peevicas suthentic
elaticns, Aithpugh the New Testoment presents s lJoftier view thon the Old Testement, it is conbipupas with it

You will discover this asane 11
parallel hetwsen the MNew Teatanent and the Urantie Bock. Ma i ik
have wondered about aod yearned to know ore clavified in the Ursotia Book SRt e A NS

t{ 1]1: E'I:I.;iti.'t .I-pEral:Il::ll to the Urantia Fook, but not the wisest, is to scart with Pare IV - The Life and Tenchings of Jesus
3 conplace peading of Parz BV iz necesnary for o minima]' evolunk: f th i s :
/B'nnh s o o @ g Urnntia Beak. Buc & batter appronch to the

?:I;';wm:e::utt:mul':::;nf]ﬂ;_:.tj:.' Lo rlc-&.m with an-open mind and liaten feor the gidence :r! I:hnt_'h ilaly Spirir.: !l: acands or
e _ Blidiky. er lock of it. If you caly browse through the Book, you will in all probability reject ic.
| ..-:!_'f you will read the entire Boah, you will almost sertoiniy underatand ics immense significance. Tou will discover thae
o 3 ..:I.'F- ﬁl.:-u not advecats o ki reiigion, Tt coutions repeatedly copcerning the dongers of fapaticism. [T your religious con-
0 victices nre moture ond if you hove grown in teasmable spiritwal dnsight, inspired by the teachinga of Christ, yoo will
vew will Find that reading ond nocepting the taachings of the Urnntia Dook. wili mot chorge wnyof your-fundomental
religious conwictions - nnd it will conficm many things ghich, through the guidmnce of the Spirvit, you have surmised to
ba tras, You will ak Iast Gharyo o religious cutlook chat 3s worthy of the aapecintive tenchings of Jesus concernicg @
loving Iniversal Fachee, Al though the u,l"""‘i“- Back' may nat change your fundspantnl convictions, it will add
trependoualy to your knowledge of God,

£ WA werd of castion - many people are not ready for the Urantin Book. Hecomnend it to others only when you can da =a [ram
Y.-th,r peracaal conviction growing eut of a careful stady of the Mook, And then only to thoae whip are rendy for it - pecple with
gpen, . progeessive. couragecus ninds apd high moral integrity, Prematies piklicity nnd over rapid, growth weuld be most
E‘,‘_. ! onfortunage. ' i pl—t 1 5 ; g ra—tn it =l ang ke fo =) = el :
JhaETia-ths

[Re—

snppestions For Reading the Urentde Book

1. For peraons with a Christian bockground whe are interegted in the field of Libern] Acks,
Papers 100103 (pp. 1094-1142) ;
Pages 1007 .10 [S=ctigna’ 4 & 51
Fages 2075- 2006
Page 215 {2nd puragraph to =nd pf section)

Then starc at the hapinning (Paper Y}-and oead :h:j!én& throsgh. Only then wil] yoo be in n positica to
pwnluate its tremendess significance. Some sections will na dewbt " go aver your head" but later you will find
thet yeu received more thon you rialized, Femopber that seme of the advanced mcience SOUTHES yau maf have token
peered incomprehensible nx fiFsE, Recall that in your elementary mothenatics courkes you bad £o occepk ceptain
propoaitians and theorems in order ta undecatnd the course. Only much Jater in your training were yeu able o
prows the validity of the origina) theorems, You'will fied this aamo porallel in studying the Urantia Book.
The Hock can be n.-duq‘u:JE.E]'r' understood only in its tobaliky.

. 2. For those whase dmjni'i'i‘ interesnt is-in the Physicn] Seiences,
.-"‘llI Papecs 4142 (pp. 455-484)

Poper 57 (pp. G31-663)

Papgas 1007-1010 (Sectians 4 & 51

Page 215 [nd paragraph to end of section)

Then start st the bepinping and rend the Fguh throagh.

3, For| those. whose d:mir:jﬁ intersst is in the Diological Sciences.
Papers 58.62 {pp. B64-T10]
Pages 1007-1010° {Sectiona 4 & 5)
Page 215 (2nd poragraph to end of mectian) ;
Then Btart =t the beginning and rma;d the p:-{:.'.p. thrauph.

ke

Dan't let the size af the Urmul:iu.fdfmuﬂrngt Yo . j
it in six montha, Tut if it sheald Eake you pix years, you will po doubt find it the most rewhrding a?udq- ¥eu
have aver made, You will probably find that during the seading of the fiest mection of the Baook you u_l] have the
uEpe to theow it pzide nn imppasible wnd prepostercad, Put if vou will read on, one day vou will realize whnt an
ampringly copsiatent, homopehcous and remsomable Book ik 1.

If vou will avecrage rending it en hour o dey, you will fimiash



Japusry 7, 1957

Dr. Heredith J. Sprunger

Groce Evangelical and HReformed Church
507 N. Plymouth St.

Culver, Indiasns

Dear Dr. Sprunger:

4 puamber of us have gone over your three statements
about introduclng the Urantia Book. We have put them to-
gether us we think would be most effective and sppropriate.
We nope cur efforts will meet with your epproval. If they
do, we will reproduce this new arrsugement to meet some
requesta that have been zade for your stetement. We feel
that the mentlon of indiwidusl names would oot be best for
generdl distribution. We think that it would be perfectly
proper ln personal letters to use these stutesents but we
doubt the wisdom of using them in & statement to be mimen-
graplied for wider distriution.

fe certainly enjoyed our visit with you and Mrs.
Sprunger and look forward to seeing you agsin zoon.

Sincerely,
fiillian &, Badler

Wss/ax




