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FELLOWSHIP

'(a'—‘ — A.T.,.

for readers of The Urantia Book

March 15, 1991

Ms. Stetla Religa, Treasurer

FIRST URANTIA SOCIETY OF LOS ANGELES
2316 8. Comstock Avenue

Whittier CA 90602

Dear Stella:

John Hay asked that 1 respond expeditiously on his behalf 10 your letter of March 8,
1991 requesting the legal basis underpinning Lhe fact that Fifth Epochal Pellowship is
the ongoing ofganization which from 1955 until 1989 was called Urantia Brotherhood.
In addition you requested information on the constitutional changes we have made to
reflect this name change.,

1. Enclosed please tind a letter {rom our altorney, Henry Kleeman, to Quin Frazer,
the Foundation’s attorney (dated March 30, 1990), clearly stating the legal rationale
supporting the ongoing status of Urantia Brotherhood as now renamed Fifth Epochal
Fellowship.

2. Further legal proof is afforded by the copies of Tax Dxempt Rulings from the
Internal Revenue Service also enclosed.  In December, 1959, the IRS sent a letter to
Urantia Foundation advising il that it is "...exempt from Federal Income Tax...as it 18
shown that you are organized and operaled exclusively for religious and charitable pur-
poses.” The Jast paragraph of that same letter also extended this tax exempt status 1o
our two separate organizations, Urantia Brotherhood and Urantia Brotherhood
Corporation (the response was addressed to William Hales at the Foundation since he
applicd on behall of all three organizations at the same tune).  Subsequently, n
January, 1991, the IRS notified Fifth Epochal Fellowship Corporation that it continues
to be tax exempl based upon the earlier 1959 ruling. In other words, the IRS
cecognizes Fifth Epochal Fellowship Corporation as the same organization previously
granted exemption when named Urantia Brotherhood Corporation (As you know, the
Corporation is established under our constitution to function as the organization’s legal

and fiduciary entity). Thus, from a legal point of view, the only change has been one
of name,

3. With regard to your question concerning changes in our constitution, we will be
!nuking those changes at this summer’s General Council meeting. As you know, there
is a rather lengihy procedure for constitutional changes and we want to be sure that we
carefully follow it. Also, we wanted to give our membership ample time to participate
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in the process and have, therefore, proceeded in a measured way, Based on the
consensus of the Society Delegates, Area Coordinators, and General Councilors
attending the recent meetings in Tampa, it seems likely that the corporation name will
remain Fifth Epochal Fellowship Corporation, and the association name favored for
constitutional adoption is: The Fellowship (with the descriptive phrase, for readers of
The Urantia Book).

Once final observation. Prior to the Foundation’s termination of our license to use the
word "URANTIA™ in our name, our organization was composed of about 1,200
members and 21 affiliated societics. After license termipation, our organization is
currently composed of about 1,100 members and 17 affiliated societies (not including
[FUSLA pending a final decision). Except for a slight reduction in the total number and
the addition of new members, the people are mostly the same. Thus, on the basis that
our organization is essentially people working together for a common purpose related to
our befief in the validity of the teachings of The Urantia Book, we are today the same
organization as was founded in 1955, operating continuously under the same
constitution, providing the same basic services 1o many of the same individuals and
study groups, and utilizing the same donated assets contributed over the years. So,
based on bolh the letter and spirit of the law, we are the same organization with a new
name.

We hope this answers your questions and will enable you and the other members of
FUSLA 10 make an informed decision. We want you to know that we hope you choose
to remain alliliated with us both in fact and in unity of purpose so that we can together
renew our commilment fo firmly establishing this fifth epochal revelailon on this
planer,

ln\lhc spml ol Srut, fellowship,

Vld{ C /A ,,:\{V }
Da N. Elders

President
cc: John Hay

ench: IRS ruling letters (1959, 1991), Kleeman to Frazer letter (1990)
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WILDMAN, HARROLD. ALLEN & DIXON

ONE IBM PLAZA

CHICAGO, tLLINOIS 6061
(212)222-0400
CABLE: WHAD
TELEX: 208429

R. HENRY KLEEMAN
(32) 222-8892

March 30, 1990

Mr. Quin Frazer

Gardner, Carton & Dougilas
Quaker 'Tower

321 North Clark Street
32nd Floor

Chicago, Illinois 60610

Re: Fifth Epochal Fellowship (the Fellowship) and
Urantia Foundation (the Foundation)

Dear Quin;

The Fellowship has been disturbed to learn that certain readers of The
Urantia Bookx have apparently been told by the Foundation or individuals
associated with the Foundation that (1) Urantia Brotherhood no longer exists and
{2) the newly formed Urantia Brotherhood Association is the successor 1o the
former Urantia Brotherhood. As you know, neither statementi is accurate and if,
indeed, such statements, or statements of similar effect, are being made by the
Foundation or its representatives, we respectfully demand that they cease.

You must be well aware that, far from ceasing to exist, Urantia Brotherhood
is carrying on with ils mission and purpose, having merely changed its name {rom
Urantis Brotherhood to Fifth Epochal Fellowship. 'There has been absoclutely no
change in the organization, other than an amendment to its Articles of
Incorporation to change its name. To suggest that the organization no longer

exists is clearly wrong as a rmaiter of law and fact and is demaging to the
organization and its ongoing efforts.

Similarly, the newly formed Urantia Brotherhood Association is not, as a
matter of law, the successor-in-interest to the former Urantia Brotherhood.
Moreover, 1 trust that the Foundation, in elecling to form a new entity to be
known as Ursntia Brotherhood Association, did not do so with a view towards
confusing readers of The Urantia Book and financial supporters of the former
Urantia Brotherhood. I would have hoped that the Foundation, in electing to form
a riew organization, would have chosen a name that was not deceptively similar to
the former name of Fifth Epochal Fellowship. I trust, however, that the
Foundation will take all appropriate steps so as to aveid such confusion by
includinng in any mailings or solicitations from the new entity appropriate
statements or legends indicating that Urantia Brotherhood Association is not the
successor-in-interest to the former Urantia Brotherhood, nor associated or
affiliated with the former Urantia Brotherhood. v
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1 want to emphasize that 1 think it is absolutely critical that the Foundatfion's
new entitly, Urantia Brotherhood Association, clearly distinguish itself from the
former Urantiz Broiherhood, since the former Urantia Brotherhood is continuing
with its mission to study and disseminate the teachings of The Urantia Book. The
Fellowship continues its long standing efforts, begun over 35 years ago, to bring
The Urantin Book to a larger audience, lo recruit new readers to the various local
Urantia societies, to assist in the formation of new societies of The Uraptia Book
readers and generally to facilitate the formation of study groups and other
collective activities of The Urantia Book readers. I1n addition, the Fellowship will
continue to encourage the individual reader in his or her understanding of the
teachings of The Urantia Book and the implemenistion of those teachings into the
reader's daily life. Since 1 assume that Urantia Brotherhood Association was
formed by the Foundation, in part, to pursue similar goals, it becomes imperative
that the Foundation not deceive or otherwise confuse readers as to the genesis of
the new entity or iis relationship to the former Urantia Brotherhood.

S0 as to be sure there is no misunderstanding on this point, 1 would ask
that you confirm for me in writing your understanding, and the understacding of
the Foundation, of the ongoing existence of Urantia Brotherhcod, now known as
Fifth Epochal Fellowship. Moreover, please advise me what steps the Foundation
plans to take with respect to its newly formed entity, the Urantia Brotherhecod
Association, to avoid deception or confusion of the readership.

If you should nave any guestions, plesse do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

WILDMAN, HARROLD, AILEN & DIXON

R. Henry Kleeman
RHK/kb

ce: David ERlders
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District RECEIVED JAN 3 0 1991
Direclor :
Person to Contacts EO:TPA
Telepbone Numher: 1-B00-829-1040
FIFTH EPOCHAL 312-438-1040
FELLOWSHIP CORPORATION
829 WEST WRIGHT WDOD Refer Reply 1oz %1-0415

CHICABD, IL 60611~-1794

Date: January 24, 1991

RE: FIFTH EPOCHAL FELLOWSHIP CORPURATION [ .
EIN1 34-6045800

This is in response to ithe letter, daled December 18, 1990, regarding
your status as an darganization exempt from Federal income lax.

Qur records indicale ihat a ruling leller was issued in Degcemb Lﬂi )
yrantiing your organjzation an exemption from federal inCom i
under the provisions of Seclion 501(c)(3) of lhe Inlernal

‘flevenue Code af 1954. Our records also imdicale that your =~

organization is not a privale foundation but one that is described
~in Section 509(2)(2) of Lhe loternal Revenue Code.

Contributions made (o you are deductible by donors in computing their
Ltaxable income in the manner and to the exlenl provided in Section 170
of the Internal Revenue Caode. y

If your gross receipts each year are normally $25,000 or more, you are
reguired lo file Form 990, Return of UOrganizations Exempl from Income tax
by the fifteenth day of the fifth month afler Lhe end of your annpual
~accounting period.

You are nol required 1o file Federal income lax returns wnless

you are subject to the lax on unrelated business income under
S8ection 51§ ot the Code. 11 you are subject to this lax, you must
file an income tax return on F-990-T.

If any acusstinon arises with resrert tn voor status {ur Federal
income tax purposss, vou asy v v Fntlier ot pyvidence

WAl




U. S. TREASURY DIZPARTMENT
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASIRINGTON 25, D. C.

M QErLY NEFER 76
T uLO 4

P3P

DEC 161959
Upantia Foundation X o ‘? ‘2
c/o \iidliom M. jules et vl., Trasteos
533 Diversoy Tariony
Chicago 14, Illinols

Gentlonrns

It iz the opinlon of this office, bauved wpon the evidence
presented, that you are exempt from Feaeral income tax as an organi-
zation described in section 501(c)(3) of ‘the Initernal Revenue Code
of 1954, asg it ia shown that you are organized and operated exclu-
gively for rellirsicus and charitalle ruarvoses.

Accordingly, you are not required to [ile income tax retlurns
unless you change LWie character of your organlication, the purposes
for whien you were organized, or your sethod ol operation. Any such
changes should be reported immediately to the District Director of
Internal Revenue for your district in order that their effect upon
your exempt status may be determined.

You are required, howeveyr, to file an insormation return,
Form 9904, annually, with the District Director of Internal Hevenue
for your district so long as this exempiion remainsa in effect. This
form nay be obiained {rom the District Direclor and Is required to
be filed on or before tne fifteenth day of the {ifth month following
the close of your annual accounting period,iihich ends December 31.

Conlribuiions made tc you are deauctible by the donors in com-
puting their taxable income in the manner and to the extent provided
by section 170 of the 1954 Code.

Bequests, legacles, devises or transfers to or for your use are
deductible in computing the value of the taxable esltate of a decedent
for Federal estate tax purposes 1n the maruer and to the exteni
provided by sections 2055 and 2106 of the 1954 Code. CGlfts of pxopaxty
to or for your use ave deductible in compuling vaxable gifis for
Federal gift tax purposes in the mamner and to the extent provided by
section 2522 of the 1954 Code.
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. Upantia Foundatlon ~R=

No liability is incurred by you for the taxes imposed under

'’ the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (social security taxes) unleas

.~ you have filed a waiver of exemption certificate in accordance with .
" {he applicable provisions of such Act. In the event you desire social

. pecyrity coverage for your employees Or have any questions relating 10

the filing of & walver of exemption certifiicate you should take the

‘matter up with your District Director of Internal Revenue.

Your attention is called to the provisions of section 501(o)(3) B
of tha Internal Revenue Code of 1954 under which your exemption will %
be reveked 1€ any substantial part of your activitien conoclasta of ' ;
_enrrying on propagsndo, or otherwise atiempting, to influence legisla~
tion, or if you participate in, or intervene in (including the
publishing or distributing of statements), any political. campaign on
behalf of any candidate for public office.

i i

_ Failure to file the requiraed information return or to aths

wige comply with the provisions of saection 6033 of the Code and %

gulations applicacle thersto may rxesult in the teramination of your
exenpt statug.

Any reference herein to a provision of the 1954 Code shall bve
deemed.a reference to the corresponding provisions of the 1939 Code.

e District Director of Internal Revenue for your district is
being advised of this action. 7

. :
e ., This ruliys olso anpiirs to vour two rclated orgaunizations, gt
“Urantia Brotherhood" and "Urantia Broiherhood Corporation',

Very truly yours,




