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Christmas and the Meaning of The Supreme

By Buck and Arlene Weimer

The time is upon us once again when most Christians world-wide celebrate the traditional birth of Jesus Christ. Just the 
thought of it is enough to generate a spectrum of mixed emotions. Many of us may find it necessary to brace ourselves 
against the crass commercialism stimulated by the infiltrating profit motive. There is always the rush and crush of those 
final days, and at least one week of recuperation. And still others can look forward to the reunions with loved ones -- for 
a chance to see and touch old friends -- while exchanging gifts. But does Christmas have a meaning in the universal scheme 
of things? How important is it? How would a Mighty Messenger report the spectacle of Christmas in relation to the Supreme?

A Mighty Messenger would broadcast the events of Christmas in relation to the Supreme because we are presently living in 
the Age of the Supreme -- from a universe viewpoint of time. This is another way of saying that God the Supreme will be 
born when the seven superuniverses are settled in light and life. The nutrition necessary in this fetal stage growth of 
the Supreme is garnished from the experiences of the creatures of time and space. The reward for all this is that the 
Supreme will become the Creator's first experiential deity; which is to be a complement to the trinity of existential deity. 
Then there is God the Ultimate -- but that is another story.

What does all of this mean to you and me? It means that each one of us plays a small part in determining the events of 
destiny. As a citizen of the cosmos, it means that every decision we make either hastens or impedes the growth of the 
unborn Supreme. As a citizen of Urantia, it means that the fruits we bear from improved ethical and moral conduct 
then become the substance of the Supreme -- "The act is ours, the consequences God's."

The necessary role mortals play in the growth of the Supreme can be more clearly understood as it pertains to the 
brotherhood of man. If we can discover the Father in our hearts, a Mighty Messenger tells us in Paper 117, we must search 
for the Supreme in the hearts of others (i.e. the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.) Each time we 
understand, tolerate, befriend, or love another person we add to the growth of the Supreme -- and of course, our own growth.

From a sociological framework, the brotherhood of man is achieved when two, three, or more personalities come 
together motivated to do good. To be more specific, it is the morality of interpersonal relationships that determines our role 
in co-creating destiny with the Supreme. We simply have to interact positively and morally with the persons with whom 
we come into contact in our daily lives. It is so easy! To understand and actually interact with other persons in a moral 
and positive way is the foundation of a cosmic citizen's duty; a recognized duty to the brotherhood of man and the growth 
of the Supreme. 

But to get back to our original idea -- how does this relate to Christmas? Tens of millions of Christians on that one day 
allow themselves the liberty to mightily experience "peace on earth and good will toward men." Christmas day can give us 
a glimpse of the realities of light and life -- as our families, neighbors, and communities attempt to consciously fulfill their 
duty of goodwill toward all men. What a great growth spurt must the Supreme experience from the energies of Urantia 606 
on December 25th; a day when so many personalities are actively involved in a moral and loving way with other 
personalities. And, it may sound worn, but what greater good could we do ourselves, our brothers and sisters, and the 
Supreme than to experience the brotherhood of man each day of the year?
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IC08 has some great things are in store for family members of all ages!  

On Tuesday, July 1, 2008, the TruthSeekers (ages 14-19) will board a flying catamaran in the Pacific Ocean.  Destination?  
The mysterious island of Cat (or as known in Celtic mythology as "Katte"). In the old days it was said that the only way 
to reach the island of Katte was with the assistance of a Druid, while holding your thumb and forefinger to the light and 
seeing the island that forms between them when they are close together. 

From this perspective you are now ready to embark upon a life changing journey that will lead you to amazing 
adventures, thrilling delights, dastardly dangers, and mysterious moments. The TruthSeekers will explore a dark and 
haunted sea cavern where a portal opens from another dimension. Legend describes this cave as being inhabited by a race 
of sinister characters. (Tom Choquette, one of the enthusiastic group leaders, wrote this, as you probably can tell.) 

This is an invitation for all TruthSeekers to come play, learn, and live with other TruthSeekers on an island in the Pacific. 
The adventure will include hiking, campfires, camping, snorkeling, sea kayaking, sailing, swimming, cavern 
exploration, singing, stargazing without the distraction of city lights, and much more.

Tents and cots will be provided; attendees only need to bring a sleeping bag and pillow. Anyone attending is encouraged 
to bring a musical instrument.  The number of TruthSeekers that can attend this event is limited to 40 so early registration is 
a must. 

A limited number of full and partial scholarships may be made available.  It is desired that all sincere TruthSeekers be able 
to participate.  
 
The cost of the trip is $590.00 USD. It includes:  

●     Transportation to and from Santa Catalina Island and the IC08 conference venue.
●     All meals and accomodations on Catalina Island.
●     Friday and Saturday sleeping room, breakfast and lunch at the IC08 conference venue.
●     Conference registration and the Gala Masquerade Banquet.

Reservations may be made on the IC08 online registration form.

�❍     Additional information about this excursion
�❍     IC08 registration options and costs 

 

file:///C|/Users/kabalia/Documents/Backup%20Documents/new%20archive%20092007/BJ20071201_B_06.htm (3 of 13) [2/10/2008 12:20:22 PM]

http://stats.imageslot.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1198815449000&StID=10678&SID=0&EmID=20045686&Link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.regonline.com%2FubfIC08
http://stats.imageslot.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1198815449000&StID=10678&SID=0&EmID=20045686&Link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ic08.org%2FIC08_Youth.html
http://stats.imageslot.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1198815449000&StID=10678&SID=0&EmID=20045686&Link=http%3A%2F%2Furantiabook.org%2Fconferences%2Fic08%2Fregistration_details.html
http://stats.imageslot.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1198815449000&StID=10678&SID=0&EmID=20045686&Link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urantiabook.org%2Farchive%2Fnewsletters%2FCommunityUpdate%2FDecember_2007%2Findex.html%23topofpage


file:///C|/Users/kabalia/Documents/Backup%20Documents/new%20archive%20092007/BJ20071201_B_06.htm

 
 

 

Register Online for IC08 -- Early Bird Discount Available!

Registration for IC08 has begun!  All registration for this conference will be done online.  Why online?  Online 
registration greatly reduces the workload for our limited administrative staff.  Typos and errors resulting from 
sometimes difficult-to-read hand-written registration forms are eliminated.  Here are some other important reasons:

●     1. Your credit card information is encrypted by your web browser before it is sent.  This information is never seen by another 
human being and is sent directly to your bank.  This is much safer than sending your credit card information through the mail 
and having it stored on paper in our files.

●     2. You can return to the registration form at any time (prior to June 1, 2008) and update your registration information.
●     3. You will be in the loop for email notification about new conference events and features.
●     4. You save valuable time because selecting check-boxes on an electronic form is much easier than filling out a paper form.
●     5. You can stagger your payments by making the minimum $125.00 payment to secure your registration and then returning 

(using a password that you create) and making additional payments over the following ninety days at your convenience.  

Early Bird rates are now in effect.  Your costs will rise substantially as the conference date approaches so register now.  
Note that all open accounts will be charged their remaining balances after ninety days.

�❍     Register online now
�❍     Registration information and prices

 
 

Your Materials Needed for IC08 Video Production
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by Thomas Orjala, Chair of the Fellowship's Outreach Committee

 

IC08 is coming, and the Outreach Committee is looking for pictures, video and stories reflecting your work in any and 
all arenas of public service. The materials will be used as part of a video presentation at the plenaries and possibly 
in workshops relating to service in the Urantia community.

Examples include, but are by no means limited to: community outreach projects, study group and society endeavors, 
personal work in the community, over the net, in jails, soup kitchens, and churches, through education, writing, art, and so forth.

Video format on a DVD would be the best, but you can also send footage and pictures via snail mail or e-mail to:

●     Thomas Orjala 
782 South Ruby Road 
Coeur d' Alene, Idaho 83814 
tomo@imbris.net 

Please include a description of the work depicted if you are sending video or photos. Three or four sentences should 
be sufficient for us to get started – we will contact you if we need further information.

Let us know if you wish us to return your materials.

We will be doing our editing over the winter months, so, materials received soonest will have the best chance of being 
used. Please be aware that we may not be able to utilize everything we receive.

Thank you for taking the time to help our community see how we shine and share the great truths of the Urantia revelation. 
 

Saskia's Email Disaster

Intrepid Urantian, Saskia Raevouri, recently had a computer disaster which resulted in the loss of her email list.  If you want 
to be on her list, please send her a note at syrp@earthlink.net.  Saskia provides one of the best services available to 
the readership for keeping up-to-date on community events.  Visit Saskia's Square Circles website. 

 
 

Understanding the New Urantian Endowment Funds: 
Great Opportunities to Support the Fifth Epochal Revelation 

Beyond Our Lifetimes

By Larry Geis

(Larry Geis is an accountant specializing in the finances of not-for-profit organizations. He is also chair of the Fellowship's Special Projects Committee.)

In its most simple form, an endowment fund is utilized when a person (during his lifetime or at death) gives cash or 
other valuable property to some not-for-profit organization. Normally, these assets can never be spent, only 
invested. Consequently, a responsible person or organization usually assumes custody of these assets.  Only the 
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income (dividends, interest, etc.) is made available to the beneficiary organization. Such a trustee is legally bound to follow 
the donor’s wishes as to the distribution of the income and the protection of the assets. The tax laws of the United States 
are crafted to encourage the relatively wealthy to make such gifts and bequests. There are many more complex 
arrangements available in this area. 

We may not be especially wealthy by current standards, but all of us are blessed to have encountered the 
exceptional phenomenon of The Urantia Book here in our lifetime on this planet. We have been spiritually uplifted 
and sustained by the information and assurances it contains. As we make preparations to leave this plane and embark on 
our universe career, we will naturally wish to provide for our descendants. However, there may be a part of what we 
leave behind that can perpetually sustain the growth and success of “our revelation.”  It may not seem like much, but 
when combined with similar bequests, the effect can be of significant eternal value. In addition, there may be very 
attractive economic benefits to such “estate planning” activity in the here and now. 

During the last few years, a few determined and dedicated individuals have felt moved to insure the future of our 
beloved Urantia Book. The work of these self-motivated organizers has resulted in the formation of two complementary 
long-range fund raising efforts:  The Urantia Community Endowment Fund and The Foxhall Endowment Fund. 

The Urantia Community Endowment Fund, working in association with the Nevada Community Foundation as its trustee, 
has been established for the primary purpose of accepting bequests and contributions for one or more of the three 
major organizations: The Urantia Foundation, the Urantia Book Fellowship, and Urantia Association International. The 
income flowing to these beneficiaries may be divided in any manner that the donor stipulates. Each organization will 
have direct access and control over the funds which have been donated to it. Contributions may also be made to any other 
non-profit organization or cause, which allows contributors to allocate their assets as flexibly as they wish.

The Foxhall Endowment Fund, through the auspices of the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation, will also 
accept bequests for the three organizations. However, the Foxhall Fund’s primary purpose is to allow a contributor to 
name any non-for-profit organization that is deemed to be furthering the dissemination and/or application of the teachings 
of the Fifth Epochal Revelation. In addition, rather than name a specific institution, a contributor may simply designate 
a certain activity, such as translations or library placement or various service projects. A board of directors, assisted by 
advisors and donors, will insure that all future income payments are used in the best manner possible by the most 
appropriate group. All distributions by either of the Funds must be made to not-for-profit organizations.

It should be stressed that these two endowment funds are not in competition with each other. They are complementary and 
co-operative. They are designed to allow the average person to employ a vehicle that combines his contributions with others 
to achieve effective long-term support. As the endowments grow, continuity is established that supersedes 
organizations, individuals and changing conditions. 

For more information on either of these funds:

●     The Urantia Community Endowment Fund 
Contact Gard Jameson at gardj@attglobal.net 
Marvin Gawryn at (206) 795-3190 or mgawryn@comcast.net

●     The Foxhall Endowment Fund 
Contact Larry Geis at (707) 235-0517 or lrgeis@pacbell.net  
Susan Cook at solonia@juno.com 
Ken Raveill at (866) 510-2286 (toll-free) or foxhallfund@cs.com

●     Website:http://www.foxhallfund.com

 
 

Fellowship January 2008 Administrative Meetings 
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in Los Angeles, California

The Executive Committee and the General Council of the Fellowship will be meeting in Los Angeles January 25 
through January 27 at the Hilton LAX hotel.  The Urantia Book Society of Los Angeles will be hosting a social gathering 
for readers at the hotel on Saturday evening, January 26.  If you're in the area, please come!

 

 

Reminder: The Fellowship cannot pursue its mission of  
world-wide dissemination of The Urantia Book without your help!

The spread of the fifth epochal revelation in our world is limited only by the availablility of resources -- people and money. 
If you would like to volunteer a few hours on a weekly basis,  
contact Secretary General, Michelle Klimesh. 

Please use our online contribution form to make your year-end contribution to help support our growing outreach programs 
in 2008, including major events in India and Argentina.

 

 

Some Major New Developments on the Website 

Development of the Fellowship website continues.  Here are some recent major additions that you may find useful: 
 

●         The "Polygloss"—A multi-lingual edition of The Urantia Book:  Using the Polygloss it is possible to display two 
different translations side-by-side.  Scroll through one and the second translation will scroll along with it.  Included is a multi-
lingual search engine and the ability to enter a Paper:Section.Paragraph number and display the related location in the text in 
any selected language.  

The Polygloss currently supports English, Spanish, French, Italian, Korean, Dutch, Russian, Finnish, and Lithuanian 
translations.  All published translations eventually will be included. Special thanks are due to the trustees of Urantia 
Foundation for permission to publish their copyrighted translations on our website.

The Polygloss was programmed by Troy Bishop, who spent many months developing the code. Explore the Polygloss

A spin-off currently in the works is an offline version that can be used by translators who will be able to plug in their work-
in-progress and do paragraph-by-paragraph comparisons with other translations. There will eventually be multi-lingual links 
to the topical index. 

Visit Troy's beautiful website, AscenderPublishing.com  

●     Integration of the Topical Index with the text of The Urantia Book:  An electronic version of Harry McMullan's topical 
index, which is included at the back of Uversa Press editions of The Urantia Book, has been integrated with the text of The 
Urantia Book on the website.  Entries in the topical index appear in blue in the online text.  Clicking on any one of these will 
bring up a small window displaying all other locations in the text where the same word or phrase appears.
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Early reports from users indicate that this may become an important study tool for the readership.  A CD version is currently 
in production which will also contain a Folios-like search capability.  It is hoped that these will be ready for distribution at 
IC08. 

Special thanks to Larry Watkins for help with programming on this feature.

Visit the online Urantia Book with the integrated Topical Index

●     The Uversa Press web store is open for business!  All of the Uversa Press publications are now available for purchase 
online.  This includes all Uversa Press editions of The Urantia Book as well as DVDs and CD sets.  We currently accept 
Visa, MasterCard, or Discover.

Take a stroll through the aisles of the Fellowship webstore

 
 

 

 
 

 

President's Year-End Message   

Dear Fellow Readers of The Urantia Book:

As the Fellowship continues to grow, the integrity of our business practices, careful management of our financial resources, 
and open accountability become increasingly important for the dissemination of the fifth epochal revelation. As president, 
I continue to pursue a rigorous review of our internal financial and administrative processes. In the world of not-for-
profit organizations, there are some important objective standards by which the integrity and health of such organizations 
are evaluated. 

One of the most important standards documents is the Standards for Charity Accountability which is maintained by the 
Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Alliance. The Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Alliance helps donors make 
informed giving decisions and advances high standards of conduct among organizations that solicit contributions from 
the public. They have a comprehensive Standards for Charity Accountability. I did a thorough review of our organization 
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based on their standards.

I would like to report to the readership and membership, that The Urantia Book Fellowship has strong and 
consistent accountability, as a not-for-profit organization, when viewed through these standards.

In general the Standards for Charitable Accountability requires accountability in four major areas: 

●     1. Governance and Oversight 
●     2. Measuring Effectiveness
●     3. Finances
●     4. Fund Raising

Overall, the Fellowship is very effective and efficient in our governance and oversight. We meet all their requirements. 
We exceed most of them. And, we can improve in a few areas. 

One way in which we can comply more completely is to develop a formal Conflict of Interest policy, even though we 
already comply with even the most stringent Conflict of Interest statements. We have always had extremely ethical fund 
raising practices and we spend much less in our fund raising efforts than even the conservative limits set forth in the 
Wise Giving Alliance requirements.

We can also improve on the goals, expectations and evaluation of the work of our committees, be they standing committees 
or ad-hoc committees. We can accomplish this by using improved committee goal procedures and better assessments of 
the committees’ accomplishments. Committees give written reports, but we need the results quantitatively outlined 
more effectively with recommendations for future actions.

The Fellowship excels in appropriately spending our funds on our various programs with little having to go to general 
overhead expenses. Our overhead expenses are very low, thanks to the many years of thoughtful service given by our past 
and present officers and committee chairs. The vast percentage of our expenses go to support our Statement of Purpose. 
And our expenses to raise and solicit funds are uncommonly low, much less than the Wise Giving Alliance requires.

The fact that we find ourselves today well-structured in our administrative areas is a testimony to the largely unseen efforts 
of past officers and Executive Committees, as well as our long-time contributors, who have patiently and wisely guided 
the administrative, financial, and legal development of our organization. As a result, we stand today poised ready to undertake 
a significant expansion of our dissemination and outreach efforts, secure in the knowlege that we have a solid 
business foundation from which to proceed in the work of the revelation. 

Together we are making progress in our efforts to study and disseminate the teachings of the revelation. Together we 
are effectively encouraging the realization of the Fatherhood of God throughout the world. Together we are fostering 
the development of a viable and reliable mechanism which can be used for the Father's purposes. 

Below I have copied the Standards for Charitable Accountability as set for by the Wise Giving Alliance of the Better 
Business Bureau. In bold with a white background are my comments about where the Fellowship stands relative to 
these standards, as well as areas in which we can improve our performance and compliance. 

●     1. Governance and Oversight 
�❍     a). A board of directors that provides adequate oversight of the charity's operations and its staff. 

■     The Fellowship has never had an appraisal of the president's performance.  I think we should as the 
president is acting as Chief Executive Officer.  This is something that we could do and likely should do.  
This aside, the Fellowship does have good and sound disbursement control, a board approval of the 
budget, has ethical fund raising practices, tightly controlled accounting procedures.  I am confident in 
the efficiency of our operations.

■     We do not have an approved Conflict of Interest policy, though I submitted one a few years ago.  With a 
few modifications it could be approved at the next GC meeting.
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�❍     b). A board of directors with a minimum of five voting members.  
■     We comply admirably in this area.  

�❍     c). A minimum of three evenly spaced meetings per year of the full governing body with a majority in attendance, 
with face-to-face participation. 

■     Our Executive Committee has quarterly face-to-face meetings in addition to numerous conference calls.
�❍     d). Not more than one or 10% (whichever is greater) directly or indirectly compensated person(s) serving as voting 

member(s) of the board. 
■     We comply here and always have. 

�❍     e). Compensated members shall not serve as the board's chair or treasurer. 
■     We comply here also. 

�❍     f). No transaction(s) in which any board or staff members have material conflicting interests with the charity resulting 
from any relationship or business affiliation. 

■     Again we comply and have been exemplary in the past.

●     2. Measuring Effectiveness 
�❍     g). Have a board policy of assessing, no less than every two years, the organization's performance and effectiveness 

and of determining future actions required to achieve its mission. 
■     This is one area in which I have desired better performance.  Each committee, standing or ad-hoc, 

should be assessed regarding it's performance and effectiveness to achieve our organizations mission.  I 
intend to do what I can to move the Fellowship into performing regular assessments of our committees.

�❍     h). Submit to the organization's governing body, for its approval, a written report that outlines the results of the 
aforementioned performance and effectiveness assessment and recommendations for future actions. 

■     We give written reports, or at least most committees have given written reports, but we rarely outline 
the results quantitatively or provide the GC with an overall written assessment or recommendations for 
our future actions.

●     3. Finances 
�❍     i). Spend at least 65% of its total expenses on program activities. 

■     The Fellowship spends most of its funds on our programs.  The website is one of our programs and the 
database supports our programs, the Fellowship Herald and the Mighty Messenger are 90%+ in the 
program category (a small percent is in the fund raising side), our International Reader Service and the 
travel is all program oriented.)  I feel the Fellowship is stellar in this regard.

■     I would like to have the actual numbers to report.  The difficultly will be deciding how much of our 
Administrative Director, Paula Thompson's time, is supportive of our program activities  and 
how much is purely administrative.  Our payments for outside CPA services are not a part of our 
program services.  Most, if not all IT, marketing, and sales expenses are within our program services. 

�❍     j). Spend no more than 35% of related contributions on fund raising. Related contributions include donations, 
legacies, and other gifts received as a result of fund raising efforts. 

■     We need to do the numbers, but without a doubt we are way under the 35% of costs to raise funds.
�❍     k). Avoid accumulating funds that could be used for current program activities. To meet this standard, the charity's 

unrestricted net assets available for use should not be more than three times the size of the past year's expenses or 
three times the size of the current year's budget, whichever is higher. 

■     Depending on how we look at our finances, we are likely getting close to this limit from the Wise Giving 
Alliance's perspective. More funds in endowments would be helpful, as endowments are in a restricted 
category. Healthy endowments will be a smart way for our organization to grow financially. 

�❍     l). Make available to all, on request, complete annual financial statements prepared in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles. When total annual gross income exceeds $250,000, these statements should be 
audited in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. 

■     The Fellowship has always been in full compliance with this requirement.
�❍     m). Include in the financial statements a breakdown of expenses (e.g., salaries, travel, postage, etc.) that shows what 

portion of these expenses was allocated to program, fund raising, and administrative activities. If the charity has more 
than one major program category, the schedule should provide a breakdown for each category. 

■     We are in compliance with this requirement.
�❍     n). Accurately report the charity's expenses, including any joint cost allocations, in its financial statements. For 
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example, audited or unaudited statements which inaccurately claim zero fund raising expenses or otherwise understate 
the amount a charity spends on fund raising, and/or overstate the amount it spends on programs will not meet this 
standard. 

■     We are in compliance, though we could more accurately reflect the cost of fund raising.  It is less than 
5%, probably less than 3-4%, which is really fantastic. 

�❍     o). Have a board-approved annual budget for its current fiscal year, outlining projected expenses for major program 
activities, fund raising, and administration. 

■     We have always been exemplary in this area.

●     4. Fund Raising and Informational Materials
�❍     p). Have solicitations and informational materials, distributed by any means, that are accurate, truthful and not 

misleading, both in whole and in part. Appeals that omit a clear description of program(s) for which contributions are 
sought will not meet this standard. 

■     The Fellowship fully complies with this requirement.
�❍     q). Substantiate that the timing and nature of its expenditures are in accordance with what is stated, expressed, or 

implied in the charity's solicitations.
�❍     r). Have an annual report available to all, on request, that includes the organization's mission statement, a summary of 

the past year's program service, a list of accomplishments, and a roster of the officers and members of the board of 
directors.

�❍     s). Financial information that includes (i) total income in the past fiscal year, (ii) expenses in the same program, fund 
raising and administrative categories as in the financial statements, and (iii) ending net assets. 

■     We need to do all three of the above.  We have the information, but have not organized and sent it out. 
�❍     t). Include on any charity websites that solicit contributions, the same information that is recommended for annual 

reports, as well as the mailing address of the charity and electronic access to its most recent IRS Form 990. 
■     We are not doing this yet, but it will be easy for us to so.

�❍     u). Address privacy concerns of donors by: 
■     1. Providing in written appeals, at least annually, a means (e.g., such as a check off box) for both new and 

continuing donors to inform the charity if they do not want their name and address shared outside the 
organization, and

■     2. Providing a clear, prominent and easily accessible privacy policy on any of its websites that tells visitors (i) 
what information, if any, is being collected about them by the charity and how this information will be used, 
(ii) how to contact the charity to review personal information collected and request corrections, (iii) how to 
inform the charity (e.g., a check off box) that the visitor does not wish his/her personal information to be 
shared outside the organization, and (iv) what security measures the charity has in place to protect personal 
information. 

■     We have a clear and easily accessible privacy policy on our website.  We should look into 
complying with (1.) of this requirement.

�❍     v). Clearly disclose how the charity benefits from the sale of products or services (i.e., cause-related marketing) that 
state or imply that a charity will benefit from a consumer sale or transaction. Such promotions should disclose, at the 
point of solicitation: 

■     1. The actual or anticipated portion of the purchase price that will benefit the charity (e.g., 5 cents will be 
contributed to abc charity for every xyz company product sold).

■     2. The duration of the campaign (e.g., the month of October).
■     3. Any maximum or guaranteed minimum contribution amount (e.g., up to a maximum of $200,000). 

■     This is an area we need to consider more closely, as it relates to our conferences, as well as sales 
of books and other merchandise.

�❍     w). Respond promptly to and act on complaints brought to its attention by the BBB Wise Giving Alliance and/or local 
Better Business Bureaus about fund raising practices, privacy policy violations and/or other issues. 

■     We would respond immediately should such an occassion ever arise.

I encourage you to visit the Wise Giving Alliance website for more background information on these matters. 

I thank each of you once again for your continued support and efforts for the revelation. Together we will continue to 
develop and apply resources for more effectively disseminating The Urantia Book. Together we have already begun to turn 
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the tide. 

"The persistent preaching of this gospel of the kingdom will some day bring to all nations a new and unbelievable 
liberation, intellectual freedom, and religious liberty." [178:1.9]

May each of you and your families dwell in the spiritual warmth of love and friendship during this holiday season.

Sincerely,

Robert Burns, President, The Urantia Book Fellowship

 
 

Two Urantian Christmas Classics

What Christmas Means to Me by William S. Sadler, Jr.

When I first learned August 21st--not December 25th--was Jesus' birthday, was Christmas, I felt a void, like something 
had been taken away. I analyzed the origin of Christmas--did my homework and put together as best I could: What 
is Christmas?

December 25th was a high and holy day in the Roman Empire before Jesus was born. December 25th was a holy day 
in Mithraism, which was an off-shoot of Zoroastrianism, a masculine religion for men only--very popular with the 
Roman Legions.

Christmas also incorporates something of the Roman blowout at the end of the year, the so-called "Saturnalia", 
when everybody had a reversal of roles--bosses waited on the employees and masters waited on the slaves. It was a time 
of lavishness.

Christmas incorporated the Teutonic legend of the hero who needs help in his mission--perhaps the slaying of a dragon; 
the liberation of a princess; going on a crusade--and something impels him to go out in the forest and there under a lofty fir 
tree finds a magical gift--the sword which he needs to accomplish his mission.

These traditions come together in our celebration of Christmas and I sum this little essay up by saying: Christmas—
December 25th—is no longer Jesus' birthday, but Christmas now symbolizes to me the up reach of evolutionary 
religion seeking for the down reach of revelatory religion. Christmas symbolizes the up reach of the religion that man has 
made and is looking for help to improve. Christmas is still a holy day to me, but it is not Jesus' birthday. It stands for all 
of man's strivings, his superstitions, but also his hunger for God. 

Christmas is man asking questions—August 21st is the answer! 

The Galilean by Vern Bennom Grimsley

"As a child he came to us, born of the womb of infinity, wrapped in the swaddling clothes of time and space. The sovereign 
of stars and smoldering suns he was -- his hands had held the very planets in their paths!

"His fingers formed our glowing galaxy; he sprinkled the blackened sky with glistening beads of liquid light and hung 
the midnight with a thousand diamond constellations, all linked like necklaces across a jeweler's velvet cloth.  

"As a child he came to us, born much as each of us is born; but living as few have dared to even try. In Jesus mankind caught 
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a glimpse of God as neither prior nor since -- and we have not forgotten it; the world can never be the same again, for we 
have seen what God is, and have seen what we can be."
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