FRATERMNAT, RELATIONS COMMITTREE WOREKSHOES

Lake Foreat Academy - Ferry Hall, Lak
1

e Forest, Tllinoi=s
Wednesday & Thursday, August 15 & 16, 1979

#Zesgion 1, Wednesdey sfternocn: UNDERSTANDING OURBELVES

I. Qpening Remarks: Carolyn Kendall, Chairman, Freternal Relations
Commltten, URANTIA Brotherhood,

11 £33 Qur "Missing Egrmarks" of Fopmalized Bealdigion: Joycse Lapham,
Member, Fraternal Relations Committee,

Ak There is no ecclesisstical hierarchy.
24 There are no official interpretations of the meaninge of
The THANTTA Boolk,

3. There 1s no specified way for a group to study the book.

e Scheduling of prayer or wership services at Brotherhood
functions 1= optiocnal.

E. There 18 no official Hemembrance Serviece format,

6. There is no officisl marriage ceremony, Titusl of baptiam,
or funeral service,

T There are no preacribed creeds, slogana, or vestments,

B. There is no desipgnated place for URANTIA Sacisties ar
study groups to meet and study.

o, There iz no officiel mmaic sr ork,

10. There is a constitutionsl policy of non-exclusivity of
membership in TRANTIA EBrotherhood.

11. There is no prohibitlon against an cfficer of URANTIA
Brotherhood also serving in en officer-level capacity in
anather group.

12. W%We do net

legialate concerning the personal prectices of
our membears.

#2:00 to 5:00 p.m,; one helf hour intermission at midpoint.




IIT.

Learning About Religicus Groups (A preview of our program):
Joyce Lapham

1.

2.

We must lesarn sbout the world's religions.

We need to identify the persons in the movement who mre
knowledgeable sbout conventional religicne end the cults
and sects,

We invite a shaoring of experlences from those who have
join=d or wviaited religicus groups.

We muist foster o sense of respect for the meccoutermenta
of religious services,

We mugt become "borrewsras" of the faith of othera,




IV. The Speekers' Bureau Outline; Frank Sgeraglino, Member,
Fraternal Reletions Commities

ROLE OF THE SPEAKERS' EUREAT IN URANTIA EROTHERHEOOD
AND RELATION TO THE EXECITIVE COMMITTHEER

The Fraternal Relations Committes is vespensible for foster-
ing the formation of Speakers'! Buresus in URANTIA Bocietiean,
subject to the juriasdiction of the Executive Committes,

Each TURANTIA Society mey establish a Speakerat Buregu, if it
g0 desires, and determine ita cwn conduct. The chairmen of

a Society Speakers! Burean is ssked to submit an anmaal report
to the Fraternal Relationg Committes if there haa been any
activity in a preceding year.

All incoming requesta from churches ar religious organizations
for epeakers, made to the Brotherheod, will te channeled to
the Fraternesl Relations Committee Chairman, who will then
contact the Society elosest te that group.

The Fraternal Relations Committes will act os & central
clearing house for expasriences and idess regarding the Speslk-
ers! Bureasus, keeping in contact with the Sccietiesa, and paas-
ing along experiences and suggeaticns from other Socisties.

SUGGESTIONS TO LOCAL SQOCIETIES WHO WISH TO ORGANIZE
SPEAKERS' BUREAUS

Egch spegker should receive training in the fundementals of
public speakling.

The spealker should heve a thorcugh knowledge cof The URANTIA
Boglk,

Any speaker golng out from a URANTIA Socisty is in reality a
representative of URANTTIA Brotherhood. When espeaking es an
authority about the organizationa, he should firast determine
what the policies of URANTIA Brotherhood and URANTIA Founda-
tion are, and to the best of his abllity atate them in =
positive and favorables 1ight.

speakers should Le aent out in twos whenever possible,

No fees shoula be cnarged by apeakera. Methods of clear-
ing expenses should be formulated by the local Sccieties
in esdvance,

It is recommended that any ectivity by s HSpeakers! Buresu
ba at the invitation of the other greup, rather than as a
result of solicitation on the part of the URANTIA Scciety.




opeakers! Bureau, Continued,

10,

iny speaker who takea such an assignment should meke a
study of the group he will address. Befter understanding
will reault if there is sympathetic tolerance for others!
beliafs,

A aklllful and wise speaker will emphaesize the soul sav-
ing meaapge of The URANTTA Book and avoid overlong dis-
cusaions about the book, about the origin, or about the
organlzations,

Comecerning the origin, none of us haes any first hand
Imowledge aa to how the TRANTIA Papers were transmitted.,
There are many rumcrs about the method, moat of which
are Dﬁnt“ﬂdlutﬂ“T, and there is no meanz to wvalidate any
of the rumora. Tn the abeence of an official versi or
the only reliable information is in the book itself.

The Tirst spsakera have a solemn responesibility, and
they would, of course, he representative of the dignity
and GhaPa“tEr of the TRANTIA Revelation,

Approved by the Executive
Committes, 1977




The Nature of "0Our" Organizeticon: Martin W. Myers, Cheirman,
Internationgl Fellowship Commlttee; Trustee, UTRANTIA Foundation.

1.

2.

Underatanding the need for our orgenization.

The Brotherhood ia not the "body" of Michael: membership in
the Erctherhocd is not a passport to the mansion worlda, but
iz there on implied promise of pleanetsry comtinuiiy to the
Brotherhoed similar to Melchizedek's covenant with Abrgham, or
Jegua' bestowel of the kevs of the kingdom upon the apostles?®

What ia the deatiny of the Brotherhood? Wil there be othep
Brotherhoods?®

Whet esre ocur primany and secondary loyaltiea? Ts the organ-
fzation of primary importahnca?

What are some of the Insiructive festures of the orgenizations
of predecessor revelatore? By studying Jesus' orpanization
how will we be muided in our owm world mission?

Should fthe Brotherhoed be like that state that to-ordinates
moat while governing lesat; one that crganizes leaat?

What is the propriety of calling curselvas AITRANTIANSY or
"Urantiana"? What sre the lsgsl considsrations ms well as
increaaing the danger of inatlitutionalizstion? Weuld it con-
duce to bUuilding s wall around ocurgelves?

Why do we wish not to become 8 separate religion? Ia it
inevitable that we wlll be seen as 8 religion, or that we
will actually becaome s separete relipion?

We read that we shouwld strive for unity, not uniformity.
With reapect to the TRANTIA Mowvemsnt, unity of what?




VI. Publicationg of g Relipious Organization; Barbara W, Fulieke,

Chairman, Publications Committes

1. Should we distribute more introductery literature as
do conventional religions?

2. Sheuld intreductory brochurss aimed at the varioua
religiona be develeoped?

3. TIa there a danger thaet hand-outs could substitute for
peraonal ministry?

i. Heview of current headquarters and field publications.

5. How could publications play & role in how we present
the movement to the world? Will ecriftiecs read them
inatead of tha bagk?

6. Breotherhood poliecy: We never proncunce judgment upcn
religlious groups or their beliefs.

A. Bhould newsletters be monitored?

B, Exercise care in Correspondence. TLettera sre often
later published or read on radic. (8s2e Paullg
letter to Titua in Bible.)

C, Cenfarence tapes distribution -- too candid comments.

T« ©Should demsnde be heeded for sztudy guides, simple ver-
siona, Interpretive works, researches, charts, diction-
aries, variouns sized indexes, mapa, calendara, Bible
correlarles? If so, trenslations would be needed.

8. Bheuld we encourage development of extrea: Christmas
cards, art reproductions, book fackets, book marks,
jevelry, poetry, essaysa, placques, or coloring books?

9. ©Counld secondary publicationz subatitute for direct
study of the book?

10, Comment on: the problems of co-ordinating the need to
find an outlet for the creative urge of ORANTIA Boock
student pow, while allowing future students to make
their own original discoveries,

11. Ts there s danger of becaming a big-businesa religion,
rether than engaging in "This business of finding God"?
(Matthew Levi)




VIT, Yesterday, Todoy, and Our Futura: Thomas A. Kendall, Cheirman,

tee; Fresident, URAKTIA Foundation,
The plan of evoluticnary develorment for +hia revelation.
The persenal approach of imparting &ruth.

Avoiding mazociation with temporal institutions.

Problems with Americanizing op Christienizing the TRANTTA
Mavement,

Personal wa. official Iinterpretetions of the teachinge.

Maintalning the purity of the text;: preserving the name
and aymbol.,

Allowing The URANTTA Book to bBe your inspiration rather
than your authority,




#Sesgion 2, Thursdsy morning: GETTING TO ENHOW RELIGIOUS GROTUES.

TI.

AL,

LT,

IV,

Parsllel apd Divergent Concepta {p Wopld Beligions: Jeffreyw
Wattles, Member, Ban Francisco Bay Area TRANTIA Society.

A Survey of Bipgnificant Sects and Culta: Seott Forsythe,
Member, Firat TRANTIA Society of Los Angeles; Administrative
Aasistant, TRANTIA Foundation.

l. Ta the source af their helief divineg revelation or ism it
of human origin?

2. Do they follow a living or dead "divine“.?rnphct?
1. Do they believe in a Supreme Being?

i. Do they believe in perscnal survivel sfter death?
5. Are there rulesz of personal conduct?

&, Do they have a unique lifestyle?
T

13 thelr main emphasis on rituals and ceremonials, or
upon spiritual development?

B. Is their organizationsl structure complex or simpla?

9. Do they fry fo influsnce their members concerning other
religions beliefa?

10. TIs their view toward new truth opsn and liberal, or
cloged?

Poasitive Approach to the Fundamentelist: Harry MceMullan,

Member, First URANTIA SBociety of Oklehoma; Member, Domeatic
Bxteneslon Commithea,

The 3pirit of Urmis - Sharing Religious Experiencea: Bettina

Gray, Member, San Francisco Bay Ares URANTIA Society.
1. How can the spirit of Urmia be revitalized in the present?

2. Whet are the benefite to the espiritusl rensissance of
such a revitalization?

3. What enhances/prevents genuine interfaith sharing?

. Some specific experiences of working with the traditional
and new relipious groups in the United States.

#9:00 to 12:00 a.m.; one half hour intermission at midpoint.




#gegajon 3, Thuredgy gfterncoon: SOONER OR ER: Vern Grimalery,
Cocrdinator and moderator; Member, Fraternal FRelstions Committee,

I freparing for the Lay the Presa and World Relipions Acclaim
or Criticize Us Publicly.

1, Can that time be delayed? How?
2. How should we respond to interest from the preass and mediat
3. Hew should we plan for the futupre?

NT ool; Marvin
ARTIA Socjety,

1T, Communicating a Spiritusl Tmege for The
GaWryn, Member; Ban Frenciaco Bay Ares

#2400 to 5:00 p.m.; one half hour intermission at midpoint,

— e e e o e e o B B S e e e e

WE WELCOME ¥ EVATLTATTON

1. Which presentations were the mest valusbhle tc you?

2« Would you like to see any or all of these ssssions repested?
Which? Where? Whan?

Loy
-

How could emch be improved?

L. Weuld a printed Digesat of any of the presentations be ussful?

5. Do you have mny experiences you went to share, or advice you
wish to impart to the Fraternal Relations Cemmittee concerning
the subjectas under study?




Thank you for your participstion. Pleasse return thia form for

Mre, Carclyn B, Xendsll, Chairmen
Fraternerl Helatlona Committee
TRANTIA Brotherhaood

533 W. Diversey Farkway

-

Chicago, Illinois 40410




