
The

FELLOWSHIP

for readerc of The Urantia Book

October  7 ,  l - 991

Dear Members and Friends,

The Finance Committee is currently preparing next year, s
Fel- lowship budget, and once again we need your help in our
jo in t  task of  d isseminat ing the F i f th  Epochal  Revelat ion to  the
wor ld .

I recently reviewed fund-raising letters sent out by past
Finance committees over the years. (The most creative was the
one wi th  the tea bag enclosure,  which many of  you wi l l
remember.) A variety of approaches have been used, such as
matching contr ibut ions,  network ing through Societ ies and study
groups,  te le thons,  and le t ters  l ike th is  one,  but  oddly ,  or
perhaps s ign i f icant ly ,  the par t icu l -ar  fund-ra is ing s t rategy
never seemed to have much effect on the outcome

For me the mystery is  that ,  regardress of  the approach,  i t  has
always been a s t ruggre t .o  ra ise the money necessary to  carry
out our work. There has never been a lack of dedicated
volunteer  work,  and r  don ' t  doubt  that  most  o f  you reading th is
le t t .er  fee l  i t  is  v i ta l ly  impor tant  that  the Urant ia  Revelat ion
succeed in  i ts  wor ld-wide miss ion.  The paradox is  that  we have
never  been able to  t rans late those noble fee l ings in to
sust .a ined broad-based f inancia l  suppor t .

our  organizat ion has a lways been over ly  dependent  on the
generos i ty  of  'a  handfu l  o f  ind iv idual -s  to  meet  our  budget .
whi le  we are more than gratefu l  to  these rarger  donors for
the i r  herp,  i t  would be far  heal th ier  to  have a much broader
donor  base .

Here 's  the shape of  the probrem: rn L990r  drr  average year  f rom
the  dona t ion  s tandpo in t ,  we  rece i ved  $190 ,828  f rom ou r  L ,244
members r  oE $153 per  member.  However ,  a  mere L2 ind iv iduals
gave 51,62,07 6 of  that  amount .  Exc luding them, donat i_ons
averaqed only  923 per  member.

529 Wrightwood Avenue, Chicago, IL, 60614 USA
Phone (3rq 3n-M24. Fax (312) 3n-6L59



-2-

To place those numbers in contrast with the experience of some
other groups' one Christ ian denomination I read about recently
is  est imated to  receive $4.3 b i l l ion annual ly  f rom i ts
worrdwide membership of  7 .7 mi l l ion,  or  $558 per  member.  That
f igure is 365t higher than ours overal l ,  and almost 2s t imes as
high as ours when our top tweLve donors are excluded!

Does that mean that we care less about the success of our
movement than this other group does about theirs? r hope not;
r wourd rather assume that the organization has fai led to
vividly communicate a compell ing vision of the work before us,
and the f inanciar requirements necessary to carry i t  out.
A f te r  a l l ,

"The call  to the adventure of building a new and transformed
human society by means of the spir i tual rebirth of Jesus'
brotherhood of the kingdom should thriI l  al l  who believe in
him as men have not been stirred since the days when they
walked about on earth as his companions in the f1esh. "
(2084  /  361

The work of the Fel- l-owship in fostering the Fifth Epochal
ReveLation is a work which simply must be done, and deserves to
be done excel lent ly .  The Fel lowship is  not  the only
organization involved in this work, but i t  remains the onry
worldwide membership organization so devoted. our leadership
is freely elected, and great effort is made to invorve every
s ing le person wi t l ing to  jo in  in .  we serve and coord inate the
efforts of eighteen autonomous Societies and over two hundred
independent study groupsr ds well as thousands of relat. ively
isolated readers, who are offered help and encouragiement by the
centra l  o f f ice and over  a hundred vo lunteer  Area Coord inators.
The Fellowship sponsors at Least one conference for readers
each year, with a General conference every third year (be sure
no t  t o  m iss  s t .  Hyac in the /Mon t rea l  i n  1993 ! ) ,  and  p rov ides
fac i l i ta t ing serv ices to  dozens of  reg ional  conferences
annual ly .  we publ ish three per iod i -cars,  the Fel rowship
Bullet in, the Journal- of the Fellowship, and the study Group
Herald,  in  addi t ion to  regular  update le t ters .  perhaps most
importantry, we provide a centra] off ice in chicago which is
open dur ing a l l  regular  bus iness hours,  which any member or
reader can calL for information, encouragement r ot any other
pu rpose .
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Our generat ion has been g iven a chance to do v i ta l  work in
fur ther ing the cause of  God's  k ingdom through exposure to  h is
la test  revelat ion of  t ru th,  and th is  work wi l l  cer ta in ly  be
ca r r i ed  ou t  sooner  o r  l a te r .  I f  we  fa i l  t o  use  ou r  oppor tun i t y
to  do  i t ,  o the rs  mos t  assu red ly  w i l l  do  i t  l a te r .  Th i s  work  i s
a contr ibut ion to  the Supreme,  prec ise ly  analoqrous to  the
Book ' s  desc r ip t i on  o f  t he  work  o f  su rv i va l :

The great  chal lenge that  has been g iven to  morta l  man is
th is :  Wi l l -  you decide to  personal ize the exper j_encib le
value meaninqs of  the cosmos in to your  own evolv ing
sel fhood? or  by re ject ing surv iva l ,  wi l l  you a l low these
secrets  of  Supremacy to  1 ie  dormant ,  awai t ing the act , ion of
another creature at some other t ime who wil l  in hrs way
at tempt  a creature contr lbut ion to  the evolut ion of  the
f in i te  God? But  that  wi l l  be h is  contr ibut ion to  the
S u p r e m e ,  n o t  y o u r s .  ( L 2 8 4 / 4 1 1

To meet  our  f inanci -a l  needs wi l l  not  be d i f f icu l t  i f  the burden
is  sha red .  w i r t  you  p ledge  to  g i ve  $3 .00  a  week  $ r -50 .00  pe r
year? Added to those others who are able to  g ive more,  that ,  s
a l l  i t  w i l l  t ake .  I t ' s  a  l i gh t  bu rden  cons ide r ing  the
importance of  the work. A  p ledge  ca rd  i s  enc losed .  p lease
give generously  accord ing to  your  abi l i ty .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  m e  ( 4 0 5 / 8 4 3 - 4 9 0 0 )  i f  y o u  w i s h  t o
d iscuss any of  th is  fur ther .  Audi ted f inancia l  s ta tements are
avai lab le upon request .

r  fee l  sure that  those of  you reading t .h is  le t ter  want  to  see
our  Fe l l owsh ip  fu l f i r l  i t s  h igh  m iss ion .  r  hope  tha t  you  w i l l
cons ide r  i t  a  p r i v i l ege  to  f i nanc ia l l y  suppor t  t h i s  v i t a l  wo rk ,
to  help l i f t  the rocks of  a  sp i r i tua l  Stonehenge which wi l l
po int  mankind toward the s tars  long af ter  we are gone.

Thanks ,

Harry  Mc u I lan ,  Cha i rman ,
Finance Commit tee


