
BROTHERHOOD VISIT TO FRANCE: A p r i l  23-25, 1982 
by John Hales and Carolyn Kendal l  

Report 

1 .  F r i dav  - A i  r ~ o r t  and res tau ran t .  

1 .  Gave Dupont book immediately. E c s t a t i c !  Kissed t h e  book. 
2. Cal l e d  Henry from a i r p o r t  a t  Recloses. Mix-up. Did n o t  come 

t o  a i r p o r t  o r  res tauran t .  We feared h u r t  f e e l i n g s .  
3. Lunch. Showed book t o  LeCorvec. Pleased. 
4. Discussed scenar ios  f o r  t e l l i n g  Weiss. Asked t h e i r  adv ice.  

I n v i t e d  them t o  accompany us. Needed t h e i r  he lp .  

1 1 .  V i s i t  t o  Weiss. 2:45-4:30 P.M. Present :  M r .  and Mrs. Weiss, Dupont, 
LeCorvec, John Hales, Caro lyn Kendal l .  Claude Weiss no t  present  
( i n  England). 

1 .  Reviewed March 27 announcement t o  Brotherhood Execu t i ve  Com- 
m i t t e e  meeting. 
a. B r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Amadon Corporat ion.  
b. Book r e p r i n t e d  as Le L i v r e  ~ ' U R A N T I A ,  f oo t -no tes  removed, 

no o t h e r  changes. 
2. Execu t i ve  Committee appointed JWH and CBK t o  make personal 

v i s t  t o  announce and g i v e  book. Gave book t o  Weiss. 
a. Supr ise,  s l i g h t  dismay, but  g race fu l .  Mrs. Weiss watched 

him i n t e n t l y  f o r  h i s  r eac t i on .  
b. Weiss c a r e f u l l y  examined book; compared t o  Tome 1 .  Seemed 

s a t i s f i e d .  
c. Asked p r i c e ,  how t o  o rder .  We exp la ined  d iscoun t .  
d. Suggested he n o t i f y  f r i e n d s  v i a  h i s  m a i l i n g .  D i d n ' t  p i c k  

up on h i n t  about m a i l i n g  l i s t .  
e. Hedged on ques t ion  about how much s e c r e t a r i a l  h e l p  he used. 

3.  Weiss asked about hav ing Concordex pub l i shed .  
a. We s a i d  we were n o t  sent by Execu t i ve  Committe, Amadon 

Corp., o r  Foundation as n e g o t i a t o r s  o r  i n t e rmed ia r i es .  
b. We adv ised he con tac t  U.F. d i r e c t l y .  

1: 
He asked i f  he cou ld  w r i t e  l e t t e r  t o  U.F. We s a i d  yes. He 
wro te  l e t t e r .  Handed l e t t e r  t o  us t o  read. We each read 
i t  (except  Dupont and ~ e ~ o r v e c )  but  d i d  no t  comment o r  
p r e d i c t  r ecep t i on  o f  l e t t e r  by U.F. 
He showed mock-up o f  Concordex. Not copied f rom B e d e l l ' s .  
Neater. No abbrev ia t ions .  Looks l i k e  fewer e n t r i e s  than 
B e d e l l ' s .  450 pages. 

4. Mrs. Weiss served refreshments.  C h i t  cha t .  Claude i n  England. 
Weisses p l a n  t r i p  t o  Luxumburg. Inqu i red  about J u l i a ,  Oklahoma. 

5. W i l l i n g l y  posed f o r  p i c t u r e s  w i t h  book. Photographed Concordex. 
6. Impression o f  phys ica l  and mental h e a l t h :  

a. Weiss we l l -d ressed  i n  s u i t .  Wheel c h a i r  and walker .  
Glasses and hear ing  a i d  combined. 

b. Thin.  Only s l i g h t l y  pa le .  Heard w e l l .  88 th  b i r t h d a y  l a s t  
week. Heard he had hea r t  a t t a c k  l a s t  w i n t e r .  H i s  h e a l t h  
i s  never discussed. 

c. Sharp-wi t ted.  Asked good quest ions.  Remembered events ,  
names, s i t u a t i o n s .  S l i g h t l y  wary. No s i g n  o f  s e n i l i t y ,  
mental d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  o r  d i sa r ray .  

d. Mrs. Weiss: sharp, a g i l e ,  c o n t o l l e d ,  but  n a t u r a l .  Very 
grac ious,  warm, k i n d l y ,  responsive t o  s p i r i t u a l  approach. 
More t r u s t i n g  than he. Approximately 84 years o l d .  



7. Weiss s a i d  t o  thank Execut ive Committee f o r  ou r  v i s i t  and g i f t  
book. Best wishes t o  U.F. Asked about new t r u s t e e .  " I s  he 
sympathet ic t o  French?" He asked us t o  i n s c r i b e  Le L i v r e ,  
"Best wishes from Execu t i ve  Committee." 

8. Co rd ia l  l eave- tak ing .  Shook hands, smi les.  She even warmer 
and e f f u s i v e .  Hugs and k i sses  w i t h  her .  She t o  CBK: "I  f e e l  
we a re  s i s t e r s ;  I l ove  you." 

1 1 1 .  F r i d a y  evening a t  Recloses, Dupont's home. 

Henry and Bauk. Gave book. Excel l e n t  r eac t  ion .  "Thr i  1 1  i ng !I1 

a. Henry r a i s e d  ques t ion  o f  r o y a l t i e s .  Says Weiss be l i eves  o l d  
c o n t r a c t  s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t .  Urged Henry n o t  t o  r a i s e  issues.  
Le t  e v e r y t h i n g  s e t t l e  o u t  f o r  awh i le .  He w i l l i n g l y  agreed 
t o  l a y  low. 

b. Henry has been withdrawn from French s i n c e  Snowmass. Devot ing 
e f f o r t s  t o  Hol land,  Belgium, and Spain. L e t t i n g  French do 
t h i n g s  t h e i r  own way. 

c. Never mentioned "defau l  t" theory  a1 1 weekend. Mentioned 
"border land" theory,  bu t  Bauk f o r ced  us t o  change sub jec t .  
We joked about i t .  

d. To ld  Henry about Bede l l  monograph. Had rece ived  l e t t e r  f rom 
Bedel 1 p r i o r  t o  coming t o  France. W i  1 1  w r i t e  Bedel 1 and 
urge r e s t r a i n t .  

C 

e. Bauk t o l d  us about meet ing a t  Dupont 's n i g h t  be fo re  we 
a r r i v e d ,  w i t h  LeCorvec and lmmanuel Deserv ie r .  

f .  Regarding ou r  v i s i t :  "Let them go t o  Weiss by themselves. 
We won ' t  be p a r t  o f  i t ."  They had a l l  g i ven  up on Chicago. 
Our v i s i t  would be useless and hopeless. ( I n  a phone c a l l  
f rom Carol  K o s t i c  Tuesday n i g h t ,  she s a i d  t h a t  t he  French 
p robab ly  thought we were coming t o  announce a new t r a n s l a t i o n  
had been s t a r t e d ,  but  wou ldn ' t  be ready f o r  16 years. )  

g. Since we a r r i v e d  she (Bauk) s a i d  they had obv ious l y  changed 
t h e i r  minds. They were euphor ic .  (As we were l eav ing ,  
Dupont o f f e r e d  us and ou r  f a m i l i e s  c a r t e  b lanc  t o  h i s  home 

L anytime.) 
N ige l  Hornby a r r i v e d  f rom London. E x c e l l e n t  r eac t i on .  "How 
wonder fu l  !Ii L a t e r  s a i d  i t  was a "bo ld  move" by t he  Foundat ion.  
Champagne t o a s t s  t o  U.F., Execu t i ve  Committee, John, Carolyn, 
t he  book, Father .  

I V .  Saturday. 

1 .  Jean Royer a r r i v e d  f rom Avignon e a r l y  A.M. 
2 .  LeCorvec, Royer, John and Carolyn toured  Fon ta inb leu  Palace. 
3. 3:00 P.M. Group c o n s i s t i n g  o f :  

Jacques Dupont Louis  Oberniche 
Henry Begemann George Dupont (son) 
Bauk Begemann Mrs. G. Dupont 
N ige l  Hornby Young man - I mmanuel s f r i  end 
lmmanuel Deserv ie r  L a t e r :  
Yves Chauvin A1 a i n  LeCorvec 
Jean Royer Mrs. T r i o l e t t e  (Dupont 's p a r t n e r )  
A l a i n  Colombe M r .  T r i o l e t t e  
Paul B r i c k  Mrs. T ' s  mother 
Andre Hei sse 
Bernard Garn i e r  John and Carolyn 



4. Group 's  response t o  book ex t reme ly  p o s i t i v e .  
a. We s t r essed  book 's  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f i r s t  t ime  i n  7 years ,  

l e g a l l y .  One volume. O r i g i n a l  t i t l e .  Low p r i c e .  20% 
d i scoun t .  Gave o r d e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  De l i gh ted  w i t h  a l l .  

b. Urged g e t t i n g  on w i t h  spreading t r u t h .  Form s tudy  groups. 
c. P l a y  down disagreements. Urged u n i t y .  Reminded t h a t  

superhuman overseers  d e s i r e  us t o  work t oge the r  i n  t r u s t .  
d. Toasted everybody. Sent thanks t o  Foundat ion and Execu t i ve  

Commi t tee .  
e. We lauded Henry 's  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  i s sue  t o  n o t i c e  o f  U.F. 

and U.B. 
5. Quest ions:  

a. What was Weiss 's  r e a c t i o n ?  Amazed about p i c t u r e - t a k i n g ,  
s m i l i n g  w i t h  book. D id  n o t  ask why U.F. d i d  no t  n e g o t i a t e  
w i t h  Weiss. 

b. What i s  Amadon Corp.? Why? Why we came, n o t  Amadon? am hey 
s a i d  " ~ o u n d a t  ion") We s t r essed  t h e  name, "Amadon ," but  
they  kep t  i g n o r i n g  i t, r e f e r r i n g  t o  "Foundat i o n  .I t  French 
n o t  a t t uned  t o  l e g a l i t i e s .  

c .  What about concordex? "A va l uab le  s tudy  a i d  .I1 We s a i d  we 
d i d  n o t  come t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  Weiss." 

d. What about r e v i s i o n ?  Rest o f  group sess ion spent t a l k i n g  
about r e v i s i o n .  We s a i d  t h a t  f i r s t ,  U.F. has t o  know t h a t  
t h i s  p r i n t i n g  can e x i s t  w i t h o u t  comp l i ca t i ons  o r  encumbrances 
and t h a t  i t  can be repub l i shed  when supply  i s  exhausted. 
No one ques t ioned  l e g a l i t y  o f  books. 

6. Heisse, B r i c k ,  and Royer d i s c ~ ~ e r e d  paging i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y .  
He i sse seemed g 1 e e f  u 1 . I heard "Concordex" men t i oned. Henry 
c a l l e d  me t o  j o i n  them. I suggested they  a l l  work up s imp le  
comparat ive c h a r t  o f  page numbers and send them t o  Chicago f o r  
i n s e r t i o n  i n t o  each book. Henry sa i d ,  "Foundation should  do 
t h a t ! "  I  s a i d  i t  would be qu i cke r  i f  t h e  French d i d  i t ,  "so do 
n o t  make i t  a b i g  dea l  p r o j e c t . "  They w i l l  s t a r t  work ing  on i t  - r i g h t  away. 

7. Then Henry sa i d :  "I have a sec re t  t o  t e l l  you." 
a. "Concordex has a l r eady  been p r i n t e d ;  by someone i n  t h i s  

room ( ~ e i s s e ,  presumably); Weiss p robab ly  invo lved . "  
b. Not p r i n t e d  i n  Pa r i s ;  p robab ly  another  coun t r y .  Henry 

h a d n ' t  wanted t o  know any o f  t h e  d e t a i l s .  Doesn ' t  know 
t ime  o f  in tended d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  e x a c t l y ,  "soon." D i d n ' t  
know how many. lmmanuel has advance copy. Obtained one 
month ago, was t o l d  t o  keep sec re t  f o r  two weeks. 

c. Henry f i r s t  l ea rned  about Concordex p r i n t i n g  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
o u r  a r r i v a l .  E v e n t u a l l y  came o u t  t h a t  a l l  French knew 
about Concordex p r i n t i n g  b u t  they  h a d n ' t  p lanned t o  t e l l  us. 

d. I  s a i d  I c o u l d n ' t  keep i t  a sec re t  f rom Tom; no r  he f rom 
board o f  t r us tees .  I i n s i s t e d  he t e l l  John so we cou ld  
dec ide  what t o  do. 

e. Overheard Henry t e l l  Immanuel: " I  t o l d  Caro lyn and she 
i n s i s t s  I t e l l  John." He huddled w i t h  Dupont, and then  
t o l d  John. 

f. L a t e r  Henry s a i d  Weiss has p robab ly  p r i n t e d  - more than 1000 
cop ies ,  t h e  amount he asked f o r .  That he asked f o r  what he 
thought  would be reasonable.  Probably  r e a l l y  2000 bu t  o n l y  
guessing. 

g. Henry s a i d  French b e l i e v e  t h a t  t he  Concordex p r i n t i n g  cou ld  
have been avo ided i f  U.F. had t a l k e d  w i t h  Weiss. Weiss was 
ready t o  s i g n  agreement, "most anx ious l y , "  l a s t  year .  



By end o f  evening, everyone expressed hope U.F. w i l l  g i v e  
permi ss i o n  t o  Weiss t o  p r i n t  Concordex t o  " b r i n g  peace." 
They a l l  seemed t o  know about Weiss 's  l e t t e r  t o  U.F., 
a l t hough  we had n o t  mentioned i t  i n  t h e  l a r g e  group sess ion.  
"We d o n ' t  want any more l awsu i t s ! "  Fau l ted  U.F. f o r  n o t  
communicating w i t h  French, o r  responding t o  Weiss. Quest ions 
arose about r o y a l t i e s  t o  Weiss. 
By end o f  evening, a r e v i s i o n  team had formed: 
a. Dupont, Royer, and DeVinck o f  B russe ls .  lmmanuel w i l l  

a s s i s t  Dupont. Dupont i s  s e l l i n g  business and w i l l  r e t i r e  
so he can devote f u l l  t ime  t o  r e v i s i o n  a c t i v i t y .  He w i l l  
coord ina te .  

b. W i  1 1  f o l  low Henry 's  p lan.  2 o r  3 s tage process; may take  
5 years.  

c. Royer has l i s t  o f  3000 c o r r e c t i o n s .  May i nc l ude  Bob 
Plamondon's l i s t  o f  r e v i s i o n s ;  w i l l  ask f o r  Weiss 's  100- 
page l i s t  o f  c o r r e c t i o n s .  

d. They i n s i s t  U.F. has no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e v i s i o n  process;  
" I t  i s  ou r  business."  They a r e  n o t  t a l k i n g  about p r i n t i n g ,  
o n l y  r e v i s i n g .  

e. They spent much t ime  comparing t e x t u a l  e r r o r s .  "Weiss 
t r a n s l a t i o n  lacks  s p i r i t u a l  over tones.  Appeals o n l y  t o  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  Only b i l i n g u a l s  r e a l i z e  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  Thous- 
ands o f  Weiss 's  f r i e n d s  read o n l y  French. Very few who a r e  
b i l i n g u a l  a r e  r e a l  s tuden ts  o f  t he  teach ings ,  and cou ld  r e v i s e .  

V. Sunday morning. 

1 .  A t  b r e a k f a s t :  
a. Ques t ion  brought up about s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r u s t e e s .  We 

d i scred i t e d  source o f  rumors (an ~ m e r  i can) who be1 i eves 
t h a t  board should  n o t  be s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g .  That person 
has n o t  been p r i v y  t o  a l l  e a r l y  p lans  and i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

b. They were outspoken about unresponsiveness o f  U.F., i . e .  
l e t t e r s  n o t  answered. No communication about p r i n t i n g  
p l ans ;  no h i n t .  

2 .  I n  c a r  on way t o  a i r p o r t :  I a. Henry r epo r t ed  he had j u s t  l ea rned  Heisse has r e c e n t l y  
r e p r i n t e d  (photo-copied) La Cosmogonie i n  3-volume s e t s ;  
t h a t  Heisse w i l l  have t o  recoup h i s  investment by s e l l i n g  
them. He i n f e r r e d  they were hard cover .  

b. N ige l  says NOBODY has examined Weiss 's  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  Guards 
i t .  Be l i eves  l i s t  con ta i ns  severa l  thousand names. Someone 
o c c a s s i o n a l l y  su r faces  who i s  on t he  l i s t .  Worldwide. 

c. Henry, Bauk, and N ige l  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  " impera t i ve"  
t h a t  pe rmiss ion  be g i ven  f o r  Concordex p r i n t i n g ,  even 
though i t  would be a f t e r  t he  f a c t .  Thought U.F. had p re -  
v i o u s l y  g iven  such a f t e r - t h e - f a c t  permiss ions.  

d. Permiss ion would, i n  e f f e c t ,  they b e l i e v e ,  immunize 
Foundat ion f rom c l a ims  by Weiss f o r  r o y a l t i e s .  Would 
ge t  on w i t h  r e v i s i o n  w i t h  some hope i t  cou ld  be pub l i shed .  

e. They b e l i e v e  Mrs. Weiss and Claude l i k e  Brotherhood now, 
and would develop p o s i t i v e  f e e l i n g  toward Foundat ion i f  Weiss 
were g i ven  permiss ion  now f o r  Concordex. They w i l l  l i k e l y  
i n h e r i t  moral  r i g h t .  Claude i s  under i n f l u e n c e  o f  Father  
Gui l lame, a P ro tes tan t  p r i e s t  -- a good man -- who a l s o  
b e l i e v e s  i n  The URANTIA Book. 




