REPORT om 1877 RORTEWNEST GET-TUGETHER at Wenatehee, Washington

After a soggy week the morning of October 1 dewned bright and surmy Bnd nok
even the wind ceme to mar perfect sutumm weather for the weekend, elthough
we aid gat the first frost of the season on Fridey night which made the group
cemping on our outer lewn pretty chilly.

Jur group of leadere met et the hall on Seturdey morning end went over the
plans for the weekend. These ineluded, in addition toc our crew of seven Wen-
eticheeites, Vern Grimsley, Bettine Grey, and Mervin end Frencyl Gewryn cf

Jan Franciseo, Dr. Mersdith Sprunger from Fort Wayne, Steve Johnson Bnd Jenice
Goben from Suettle ares, Fren Buntington from Fortlend, Gordon Bellamy from
Vietoria, Nethen Zsdden irom White Rock (Vencouver, E.(. gree), e&nd other
interestoed URANTIA Book readers.

Highlignt of the early efternoon wes the keynote eddress by Bettins., After
the mid-efterncon ccifee bresk twelve smell diacussion groups were formed,
Lec Dy previcusly chosen lesders they scettered to verious pleces inside end
outside in the sunsnine. At 4:30 we 8ll gathered back in the hell to prasent
tne reports. For this session we used the guestions, with his permission,
that Chick Montgomery hed used for his seminar et Grents Fess during the Cre-
gon Conference in May.

Far the supper bresk everyone wes invited to stey for hot degs et the hell,

The evening seassion ineluded en endress by Mervin Gewryn, specisl music, snd
Bn insplrationel messeage by Wern. Following this the proup sdjourned to
Clerk's pRsture where our cempers from Canade hed worked to set up cests
eround ¢ rock-ringed fire pit. Cempfire enterteinment Lurned cut to be mestly
vielting end get-Rcqueinted conversetion while roeeting mersheeilows end hot
dogs but the participents enjoyed this toueh of "ecuntry" under the sterry sky
and mellow moon.

sunday morning worship time got 8 lete stert but the group enjoyed group sing-
ing, including e new song presented by Joenne Iverson Bnd her viclin, B spec-
i8l chant presented by Frsneyl end Bettima, angd tne cloeing preyer by Mervin., =

(4 Dlown projector lemp prevented the snowing of' the speciel slides of Vincoe
Ventela &t this time; they were shown in the sfterncon instead. )

The real nighlight of the morning came efter the coffes bresk. or. Sprunger
gave an intormel telk on the hesdouarters ot 633 Diversey using Lew's slides

8g 8 bagis, and finished with some reminiscing about the history of the URANTIA
Brotherhcod. A question emd answer pericd fellcowed until we were forcsed to

5t0p &t moout 12330 beceuse pur far-swey guests hed to leeve +to maest plane and
fterry boat schedulas.

The piondle Bt Clerk's was enjoyed in heaste by scme, but mere leisurely by the
rest who could get home in shorter time or hea snother dey for traveling, The
iest guests were gone before midnight.

We owe special thenks to Francyl for her delightful shepheraing of the musical
Frésentetions. In ascoition to the presentetions elready mentioned we wers
enterteined by Den Sulliven (Sesttle) singing ac ordginal ecng and eccomrenying
himself on the guiter. Francyl tock chérge of the pre-conference music between
1:00 end 1:30 end contributed st verious times during the conference. Her
telents provided mesningtul interludes et many pointe during the conference,
elwiys beeutiful end lovingly vpresented,

iie feel it wes & successful eonference. Our largest delepesicn peme from Oap-
edf, and they were en ingpirstion to the others who have vowed to work harder
in their ereas. A tentative date for o mini-eonference in Seattle ares hos

been get for April, 157H. We are Zoing to be working with them to help meke
it come abouk,
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For the firet time we hed representatives frocm the Spokene area, end & later
report is thet they heve & study group sterted there. (Readers in this ares
heve been very trensient--mostly college students eévidently.)

We tock & lot of pletures and they turned out well, The big beekground mur-
el peinted by Chick Montgomery cut ell the gpeskers in s celestial setting,
appronriate tc the occesion.

* e had ssked Gordon Belleamy to reed the selections Bpein which e hed done
BT the Vietorie confsrsnce, from The URANTIA Bock end he did. ¥ery pecrle
comtributed to the success of this conference, Bs we have mentioned. e re-
Joice that it is truly beecming & northwest production so thet in the future
we will not heve to borrow so heevily frem our wonderful friends to the south,
altnough we still hope %o entiee ms meny &5 possible Ag Bpecial wisitors when-
ever they cen come. "

Included in one of the letters exvressing sppreciation after sttending the
eonference wes this little poem:

Joy 13 sneeky,
Hiding in henashakes,
Peering out from thickets of words.

JO¥ s 8ly,
Just out of sight,
Coiling up temre against my will.

Joy de cunning,
Plotting in secrat,
Tempting me onward with whispers of love.

~=Ginky McElwain

s,

Senttle)




