
STATEMENT OF CURRENT T!-IINKING OF 

COMMITTEE O N  EDUCATION 

A.  Workshop f o r  1978 General Conference. 

The Committee on Education of t h e  URANTIA Brotherhood i s  no t  t h e  sponsor 
o f  t h e  General Conference of 1978. Rather it is r e spons ib l e  f o r  organia-  
ing  t h a t  s e t  o f  morning worksho?s s o l e l y  on t h e  sub jec t  of  educat ion.  
Therefore t h e  members have chosen t o  focus on t h e  techniques of  teaching  
and on teacher / s tudent  o r i m t a t i o n .  ?!e have s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  theme f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  day: "The universe  a s  one v a s t  school," and f o r  t h e  second day: "How 
Jesus  taught  and cont inues t o  teach." C lea r ly  t h e s e  two t o p i c s  a r e  i n t e r -  
r e l a t e d .  Whether on t h e  human o r  superhuman l e v e l ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  communicates 
with p e r s o n a l i t y ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  l ea rn ing  exper iences ,  hence growth, personal  
and s o c i a l .  I n  p a r t  t h i s  two-day s tudy is designed a s  a  "survey" course - 
t o  provide t h e  bases f o r  f u t u r e ,  more in-depth ,  workshops. Those a spec t s  
l e f t  unresolved i n  1978 w i l l  be taken up i n  educat ion workshops i n  suc- 
ceeding years .  The program i s  a l s o  designed t o  address  t h e  ques t ion  o f  how 
t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  a t t i t u d e s / p e r s p e c t i v e  of  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of  t h e  un ive r se s ,  
t o  i d e n t i f y  those  teaching  techniques used by them, and t o  apply both i n  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  confront  us during our  mortal  ex i s t ence .  For f u r t h e r  
d e t a i l ,  s e e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  papers  o f  t h e  ind iv idua l  members o f  t h e  Committee 
on Education. 

B. The  Brotherhood School.  

As i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  members o f  t h e  Committee on Education u n i t e  with o t h e r  
Urant ians i n  t h a t  g r e a t e s t  o f  personal  adventures ,  seeking  t o  do t h e  Fa the r ' s  
w i l l .  A s  an arm of  t h e  URANTIA Brotherhood, t h e  f r a t e r n a l  o rgan iza t ion  of  
r eade r s  o f  The URANTIA Book, t h e  Committee on Education has a  s o c i a l  func- 
t i o n .  The Brotherhood c o n s t i t u t i o n  charges t h e  committee t o  f i nd ,  prepare ,  
and q u a l i f y  t eache r s  f o r  t h e  purpose of  disseminat ing t h e  teachings  of  t h e  
Book i n  o r d e r  t h a t  each mortal may be aided i n  achieving h i s / h e r  personal  
s p i r i t u a l  goa l s .  Thus it i s  t h e  committee's t a s k  t o  encourage i n t e n s i v e  
s tudy  o f  t h e  papers  t oge the r  with s tudy of  evolu t ionary  knowledge, s e c u l a r  
and r e l i g i o u s .  IJe do not maintain t h a t  such s tudy  i s  an end i n  i t s e l f ,  but  
we do a f f i rm  t h a t  it can be inva luable  when coupled with communion between 
t h e  ind iv idua l  and h i s  Thought Adjus te r ,  when enhanced by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
cooperat ion with o the r  superhuman agencies ,  when a s s imi l a t ed  i n t o  t h e  
ind iv idua l  ' s l i f e  p a t t e r n .  

With t h e  above i n  mind, we a r e  convinced t h a t  a  school ,  more c l o s e l y  
approaching t h e  i d e a l s  o f  educat ion presented  i n  The URANTIA Book than  any 
o t h e r  school  he re to fo re  on t h i s  p l a n e t ,  w i l l  emerge according t o  t h e  p l an  of  
t h e  un ive r se s - - in  a  slow, s teady ,  evolu t ionary  process .  However, it i s  up 
t o  a l l  o f  us t o  s t r i v e  t o  i d e n t i f y  and form t h a t  school ,  t o  look f o r  and 
c u l t i v a t e  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  of good t eache r / s tuden t s .  We hope t h e  coming work- 
shops a r e  a first s t e p  towards t h a t  end. 

C.  Study Aids. 

In  f a c t  t h e  Committee on Education does not  have t h e  power t o  make dec i s ions  
on t h e  reproduct ion  and disseminat ion o f  s tudy  m a t e r i a l s  on The URANTIA Book. 
Such power r e s t s  with t h e  URANTIA Foundation. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  committee, 



o p e r a t i n g  through t h e  Execut ive  Committee o f  the  URILVTIA Brotherhood,  may 
make recommendations t o  t h e  Foundation.  However, it  a l s o  remains  t r u e  t h a t  
t h e  committee h a s  y e t  t o  review works which a r e  n o t  merely  r e s t a t e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  URANTIA t e a c h i n g s ,  o r  which a r e  n o t  compi la t ions  drawn d i r e c t l y  from 
t h e  papers .  I t  has  y e t  t o  s e e  o r i g i n a l  works o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and /or  s p i r i t u a l  
i n s i g h t .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Committee on Educat ion i s  committed t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
t h e  b e s t  way t o  l e a r n ,  i f  i t  i s  a m a t t e r  of u s i n g  m a t e r i a l  c u l l e d  from t h e  
Book, i s  t o  make up o n e ' s  own c h a r t s ,  l i s t s ,  e t c . ,  through s t u d y  and through 
p e r s o n a l  exchange w i t h  o t h e r s .  

D. Two Ad Hoc committees a r e  a t  work on e x p l o r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c u r r i c u l a  and on 
i d e n t i f y i n g  b e h a v i c r a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h o s e  ou tward ly  m a n i f e s t e d  advances 
i n d i c a t i n g  i n n e r  p r o g r e s s .  
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