SUBCOMMITTEE 0N SOCIAL RECOGHITLON

Introductory Comments

The question of social recognition is one of the most controversial
issues assoclated with the Brotherhood School., All of the memebers of our
subcommittee (Carolyn Efndall, Mark Kulielke, and Sally Schlundt) have
expressed concern about granting titles or degrees in the Brotherheod School .
David Kactor and Marvin Cawryn have also shared their ideas with us. David
cauticns, ™I think that a unique challenge exists in setidng up a reward
system which does not easily allow the rewards to become sought for their
own sake, such as If the rewards were overtly associated with granting of
political power and priviliges....we should have a clear conception of
exactly what it is that we are reloforeing lest we inadvertently get the
movenent developing in some strange tengent.” Marvin suggests that we have
no terminal degree or notification of completion but a series of basic goals
and personal task oriented goals.

among the objections to granting titles which Mark has heard from
Urantiang are:

1. Titles are to churchlike., They are beginning a new priesthood.
Ihey will cause new people to shy ewey from the UBANTIA Book.

<, Titles suggest that certain people are more gpiritually advanced
than othare. How is spirituality evaluated? Who 4is to say 1f one
person 1a tore spiritually advanced than another?

3. Awarding of titles and degrees will turn iato a popularity conteut,
Whoaver 1s liked by the Education Commlttee. or some other evaluating
pody, will receive roecognition, FPeople with unpopular ideas will be
held baclc,

Carolyn warng against constructing our own tower of Bsbnl and Bugredgts
that maybe our “achool" already exists in study groups end s-cieties: "The
study group format is flexible, and even transportable, if necessary, They
are relaxed and free from the pressure of competitive scholastic compulsion:
The group could conduct specialized research. Study groups are sutonomous
and unstandardized. They {individualize study and can provide tutoring, from
friend to friend. It is a simple form adaptable to any culture, race, or
country in the world. Under ideal eircumstances it encourages pupils to
become teachers. They can learn by doing. Best of all, study group members
study the URANTLA Book itself, and they share religious experience.”

After recelving such excellent and authentic insights concerning the
dangers of awarding titles, I feel a little lopely in saying, "Yes, but..."
I wvould make the following observatinonai

1. In terms of the present social responsibilities of the URANTIA
Brotherhood there is little need for much control, evaluation, or
soclal recognition in the Brotherhood School., We can enjoy “open
learning. "
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The history of religious and other social inetitutions shows that

a8 soclal responsibilities increase specific problems arise and

cause the establichmaent of rules, regulations, and forms of certificacion,
Any vesponaible social institution must eventually be concerned with
astandards and quality,

The ideslist in us ghrinks from titles and degrees but viable
institutions must have stratified leadership. We must think in terms

of the future, Someday the Brotherhood School will become = great
center traiming religious leaders of the world.

In such an institution differentinl evaluation and recognition are
almost ipevitable. People being servad by every social institution

need guldance in selecting and evslusting leaders and service,
Educational accompliekment and group certification are the usual methods
used in sccomplishing this purpose.

The founders of the Brotherhood School recognized this future
responAibility and began preparing for it. We may not like the
terms “certified leader" and "ordained teacher" but the Commdttee
on Education is probably wise to make plans for "evaluated learning"
before it is needed and before the necessity of immediate problems
result in more reatrictive policies than are nei+88ary.

Host of the lower level perscmalities in the universe are glven some
kind of training, evaluation, and classification labels, Recognition
indicative of both effort and attaiomi=t is given to ascending mortals
in local universe schoola. Tests are sdminist.red to determine
qualification for rertification in various phases of local universe
sexvice,

The Lanonsdek sons axe trained, evaluatad, claseified, and certified
according to ebility, personality, and gttoinment. Tha seraphic angels
are given training, subjected to educational teats, and given
classification labels. BHMortals on this confusad planet can hardly
expect to be exempt from evalustion and classification in carrying out
their social responsibilicies,

In the following outline I have attempted to look at the problem
of social recognition in the light of ny conception of both the
present situstion and in the long term piirposes and broad structure
of the Brotherhood School.



SOCLAL RECOGNITION IN THE BROTHERHOOD SCHOOL

I. Purpope and Responslbllicy.

The purpose and responsibllity of the UBARITA Brotherhood School is to
actualize the Fathar's will through educetional services on two basic levels,

A, Individual-personal,
The school should strive to develop personality and facilitatae
apiritual growth in harmony with Artieie IT (purpose) of the
URANTIA Brotherhood constitution.

B, Social=-institutional.
The achool should strive to establish golid educstionsal foondationm
to ensure the vi:bility and ipstitutionsl effectivensss of the
URAHTIA Brotherhood and other soclal dsstitutions.

Within the Iramework of the abowve objectives, the Brotherhood School should
strive to promote as much freedom and diversity as possible in the educational
process.

II. Actualization of Purpose.

The Brotherhood School must be cimcerned with both imdiwvidual potentials,

growth, and achlevement and social responsibllity for educationsl standards

{adequacy) and qualicy. There are two basic approaches to accomplish these
Ba

4; Open Learming.
L., Btudants in this category are not formally evaluated.

2, Any restrictions to specific classes are determined by
conditions or preregquisites determined by the teacher,
study proup, soclety, or Broiherhood School.

3. Each study group, soclety, or Brotherhood School organizes
classes, workshopa, or educationzl experiences according to
ita best wisdom.

o The ¥rotherhood Schogl in ppen learning situatcions serves
mainly in an advisory capeclty or may be the source of
educational materials and rescurse leaders.

Jd, Certificates of accomplishment or other recognition is
optional and is determined by the sponsoring group.

B, Evaluated Lesrning.

is The only formal curmicular requirements needed in the
Brotherhood School are the ectablishment of areap and levels
of educatiomal compatence and persomal experience, The student
may achieve thie competency and experlence through any process
of his choosing, including individusl initiative.



2. Students desiring to formally enter the Program of evalugted
learoing muet apply for sdmission to the Brotharhood School.
They must have heen dccepted ot least ope year prior to applying
for any comprehensive examinationg.

3. Educational and expuriential requirements should be established
for at least two or three levels of competency by the Brotherhood
Schoal .

4. When a student faplg he is competent in gn area Oe applies for
4n examination. Initial examinations in each arey will eonsist
of both objective apd e8gay questions. Where appropriate thepe
will be performance evaluation, His tests will be avaluated b
three faculty members aod/or consultants. If he should pot
be approved ag compatent In an area, he must Wwalt a minimum of
ONE year before applying for another examination in thig area.,

Jo Students in both the lower level apd higher laval Programs will
complete g dise:rtatiuu, & vesearch project, or a Ereative project
which is approved by their advisory cumlttes,

6. When the student has succesafully completed his preliminary
Written and performance exams and has submited Lig dissertation,
he applies for his £inal oral examination. This £ipai exemination
and evaluation will be econducied bBY & seven member committee selected
by the Brotherhood School.

LII, Social Becopnition of Accompliahment .

The following titleg and degrees are preésented only to i1lustrate and to
stimilate more adequate Buggestions.

As Conventional Termnology,

Ztle Degree
Accredited Teachaer Certificate of dccomplislment
Magt:er Teacher Fel. M. - Master of Eeligion
Life Teacher fel. D, - Doctor of Religion

B. Clessification Supgestad by Mk Kulieke,

Student-Teacher I T
EEHdEnIFTEEEHET IT T
Stwlent-Teacher IIT 7

IV, Curment Status of Srotherhood School.

B. Lesdership level {Accredited Leacher) evaluated learcing should be formally

Teorganized by the Brotherhood School in the near futupa, Master's laval

and doctoral lewa] evaluated learning are probably many years from
actualization_



