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Special Projects Committee   --  Annual Report
Larry Geis, Chairman

Members: Larry Watkins, Chick Montgomery, Barbara Newsom,

Meredith Tenney and Thomas Orjala

July, 2005

 

Committee membership
 

Two new members were added to the committee during the past year: Thomas Orjala of Coeur d’Alene, 

Idaho and Meredith Tenney of Acworth, New Hampshire. Both of these individuals are involved in 

some quite innovative projects that have great potential for invigorating our committed readership. 

However, it should be stressed that these endeavors are not officially sponsored by this committee. 

 

Cosmic Café:  Thomas, partnering with Aurora Hill, has developed a grassroots effort to build spiritual 

community in their local area by sponsoring and facilitating a weekly evening meeting at a local coffee 

house. Inspired by the universal principles of our revelation, they lead conversations that encourage 

participants to share and explore their beliefs in a safe, open minded environment, in this case a local 

coffee house. This low-key approach allows one to discover concepts and universal truths without 

dogmatic presentation.

 

InnerLife International (formerly SOAP) Project is currently being chaired by Meredith. Several 

intensive planning sessions have been held since interested individuals came together and brainstormed 

it into existence at the summer conference of 2003. The focus is on developing and training young adults 

in service and leadership skills. The means and methods for accomplishing these goals are slowly 

evolving. An evening meeting at IC 05 will report on this progress and explore future possibilities. 

Details of these activities are too numerous to adequately report here.

 

It was my intention is choosing these new members to create symbolic liaison with such grassroots 

activities in the greater Urantia movement. While this may not be the constitutional intent of this 

committee, it seems more appropriate at this 50 year anniversary juncture, given the diversity of those 

whose lives have been significantly touched by this unique phenomenon.

 

Fifty year history of the General Council 
 

Working with Barbara Newsom’s historical resources, we have compiled a listing of all individuals who 

have served as volunteer members of the 36 member General Council since its inception in 1955. The 
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original founding members were self-appointed for initial nine year terms. Twenty-five of them 

completed the full nine years and seventeen were re-elected by the first Triennial Delegate Assembly in 

1964.  The average length of service for these pioneers was just short of 25 years. Five councilors sat for 

30 years or more.

 

As of this writing, 171 individuals have been on the roster, and only eleven of these were selected by the 

council itself to temporarily fill vacancies. All others were elected at least once by the TDA process.  By 

the end of the current cycle in 2006, more than 100 will have completed at least nine years of faithful 

participation. A complete listing, showing the number of years for each person, is attached as a separate 

document.

 

The committee will have a face-to-face meeting during IC 05 at Villanova University.

 

Submitted by Larry Geis, Chairman
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Urantia Movement Digital Archive Project

 

This website related project is being managed by Larry Watkins who will provide more information as 
well as a demo at the General Council meeting.  This is an ambitious and comprehensive project aimed 
at digitizing and archiving the historic materials of the Urantia Book readership.  The archive will 
include conference talks, books, a photo archive, an archive of video materials, legal documents, 
personal correspondence -- any media containing information relevant to the history and evolving work 
of the revelation.  There is some talk of forming a history committee that would work in conjunction 
with the archiving committee to archive new materials as they are created in conjunction with 
conferences, media presentations, etc.  This group currently consists of Larry Watkins, Kristen 
Michaels, Victoria Clark, and Dick Johnson.  

 

Volunteers are needed to help with a labor-intensive part of the project -- reviewing each document and 
writing a brief descriptive paragraph which can be included in the index as well as fed to Internet search 
engines.  The website presently contains some 20,000 documents.  This will likely expand to well over 
50,000 documents by the end of 2006.  

 

The archive will be divided into two primary sections -- one for the general public and one for 
members.  When this is complete, members will need to enter their email address and password to 
access the restricted document collection.    

 

Anyone interested in helping with this project should contact Larry Watkins at mailto:
watkinsl@comcast.net

 

Internet-based voice and video conferencing

 

At the heart of our work is communication.  Study groups, conferences, email, newsletters, telephone 
conversations -- all of these and more are important.  International work has been somewhat 
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handicapped by the expensive nature of telephone calls.  Agustin Arellano and Nelida Oliver in South 
America have pioneered the use of a product called "Skype".  Skype is a software program which lets its 
users make telephone calls over the Internet to any place in the world at no cost.  Later this year Skype 
will be upgrading their services to include online conferencing.  The basic software package can be 
downloaded free from the Internet.  By mid-year 2006 I hope that we have our key international workers 
in South America, Africa, Pakistan, and Eastern Europe using this program.  We will then be able to 
communicate much more frequently, greatly enhancing our working potentials.  Skype can be 
downloaded at http://www.skype.com/helloagain.html

 

Automated email list management

 

We now have centralized email list management in place.  The Fellowship will increasingly make use of 
electronic mailings as opposed to sending lots of paper through the postal system.  Automated email list 
management includes automatically deleting anyone whose email bounces back to the server.  In 
conjunction with this we are publishing an approximately monthly E-newsletter, "The Fellowship 
Community Update",  to keep the readership and interested persons abreast of news and work being 
done to spread the revelation.  Interested persons can register for our E-newsletter online at http://
urantiabook.org/subscribe.htm.  Old email addresses are automatically removed when the server 
receives an error message so if you change your address please come to this page and add the new 
address to our database.  You can give yourself a password which will enable you to update or edit your 
postal address information in our database.  This will eventually be expanded to include managing your 
own study group information.

 

Online Listing of Study Groups

 

An upgraded study group database is being maintained and is accessible online at http://urantiabook.org/
study_groups/domestic_study_groups.htm.  Bobbie Dreier has taken on the task of keeping this 
updated.  Some of the related tasks are being automated in conjunction with the overall data integration 
efforts in which we are engaged. Bobbie is the person to contact if study group information is to be 
changed, added, or deleted from our database.  Her email address is bdreier@earthlink.net.
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Online Credit Card Transactions

 

We now have the ability to process credit card transactions fairly smoothly on the website.  We are 
currently refining the back-end of the process so that the accounting goes more smoothly.  I am currently 
working with Gloriann Harris and Rita Vachenko, our accountants, to make their access to the website 
financial transaction database easier to integrate with their accounting procedures and software.  In 
conjunction with them and with the Finance Committee we are working to get a Virtual Point of Sale 
Terminal in place so that we can use web-based access for a variety of transactions such as book, CD, 
and DVD sales, processing of contributions for Societies, conference registrations, etc. Robert Burns 
should have more information on this in his report.

 

If you wish to make a contribution to the Fellowship or to the Pipeline of Light project, you may do so 
by visiting http://urantiabook.org/support.htm. 

 

Database integration

 

Integrating all of our organizational data into a single, coherent database system is the primary technical 
challenge for 2006.  At present we have multiple collections of data such as the document collection on 
the website, our study group information, contribution information, our readership database, our email 
lists -- all of these are being integrated into a single system so that we do not have information 
duplicated in various places.  Robert Burns will have more on this in his report.

 

Statistical Analysis

 

We are adding statistical analysis software to the website this year which will enable us to find out a 
great deal more about our website visitors -- what they are looking for, where they enter the website, 
which documents they download, where they came from before they got to our website, and much 
more.  This information will enable us by 2007 to do a much better job of optimizing our presentation of 
information and the navigational structure of the website.  This will also provide us with important 
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information which can be used in structuring marketing programs for The Urantia Book.

 

Present Needs

 

Our present needs are for people with technical skills who will work with our team on an ongoing basis.  
We are overflowing with ideas and suggestions but impoverished when it comes to technical people who 
can actually do the work to give reality to these ideas and suggestions.  

 

Additional money is needed to enable us to hire professional design consultants.  We have a long list of 
improvements, new reader services, and enhanced electronic study aids which we cannot actualize 
without additional resources.  Anyone with web-related technical skills who is interested in helping us 
on an on-going basis should contact me at dkantor606@yahoo.com.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

David Kantor

Webmaster, urantiabook.org, ellibro.org, uversapress.org
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SECRETARY-GENERAL 
ANNUAL REPORT

July 15, 2005
 

It is my pleasure to inform you of my administrative responsibilities and duties of 
this past year. 
 

1-     Most of the year has been focused on overseeing the International 
Conference as co-chair with Lila Dogim.  These responsibilities included site 
visits, conference calls, developing, recommending and reviewing all aspects 
in accordance with the planning committee criteria.
2-     Maintaining the minutes of the Executive Committee meetings and 
conference calls.
3-     I attended three out of four Executive meetings this past year.
4-     As secretary of the Executive Committee, I continue to scan and sort all 
the mail and forward it to the appropriate officer, committee chair,

     accounting department, Fellowship office.
 
As an officer, and part of the decision making process, efforts have consistently 
be made to adapt new innovative ideas to meet the needs, demands and 
expectations for the potential growth in the years ahead.   
 
All the business of The Fellowship in no way diminishes my primary loyalty to 
spread the teachings and form valuable, unique, loving relationships through the 
spirit leadings.
 
Doreen Heyne
Secretary-General
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Uversa Press report to the General Council 

June 2005 

Harry McMullan

 

Dear Friends,

 

The principal Uversa Press event for the period January 1 to June 30, 

2005 was printing a leather and case bound version of our new 3rd 

edition of the Urantia Book. In this edition the text was improved by 

the correction of several errors that had slipped through on our 2nd 

edition. We also slightly increased the page size to give the text a 

nicer appearance, and used a much higher quality and slightly thicker 

paper for increased opacity and brightness. The change in page size and 

thickness required adjustments to the dust jacket, and we ordered the 

leather edition in a presentation box for which we designed artwork 

based on the casebound edition dust jacket. RR Donnelly, our printer, 

is 

(thank goodness!) a stickler for prepress checking, and over a period 
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of 

several months we exchanged more than 50 emails regarding details of 

the 

job. As far as I can tell, Donnelly flawlessly carried out their work. 

The project cost was $81,785, for which we received 4,329 case bound 

books and 1,123 genuine leather books. $50,000 of this cost was offset 

by a donation from a generous supporter.

 

I wish to thank Avi Dogim, Steve Dreier and John Hay, the other members 

of the committee, each of whom was deeply and most helpfully involved 

in 

this project. The marketing aspect of Uversa Press is being handled by 

John Hay, who will report separately on those activities.

 

All of the Uversa Press books are stored at the Alliance plant in 

Oklahoma City, from which they are shipped out to fulfill orders. The 

distribution details are reported below.

 

Respectfully,
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Harry McMullan, Chairman

 

 

1. The Urantia Book — softcover edition

 

As of June 30, 367 softcover copies were shipped:

 

10 charged to Outreach Committee

143 to Amazon.com (135 sold/paid)

41 to Baker & Taylor

194 directly to individuals, societies, and independent booksellers 

(invoices outstanding on 11 copies)

 

Monies received: $7,591.60. (Books were sold 

at prices ranging from the new retail of $19.95 down to the 

wholesale/distributor price of $8.98.) This total also includes 

$2,765.64, representing the final payment from Independent Publishers 

Group.
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2. The Urantia Book — case bound edition

 

As of June 30, 186 hardcover copies were shipped:

 

6 charged to Marketing Committee

3 to Amazon.com

7 courtesy copies

170 directly to individuals, societies, and independent booksellers 

(invoices outstanding on 10 copies)

 

Monies received: $2,877.46. (Books were sold 

at prices ranging from the special retail of $17.50 down to the 

wholesale/distributor price of $11.23.)

 

 

3. The Paramony

 

As of June 30, 27 copies of the Paramony were shipped:
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20 to Amazon. Com (18 paid)

7 to individuals and independent booksellers (invoices outstanding on 2 

copies)

Monies received: $342.32. (Books during this 

calendar year were sold at prices ranging from the original retail of 

$24.95 down to the wholesale/distributor price of $11.23.)

 

4. The Urantia Book — genuine leather edition

 

As of June 30, 55 copies shipped to auto-debit donors

 

*********

 

Total funds received by Uversa Press 1/1/05 to 6/30/05: $10,811.38

Not included in this total are shipping expenses and receipts, which 

roughly offset each other.

 

Book Inventory as of June 30, 2005
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UB2 Softcover 10,098

UB3 Casebound 4,141

UB3 Leather 1,070

The Paramony 2,476
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Interim Report on Financial System Progress
June 2005 

Robert Burns
 
 
I have simplified the original report I sent out.  At Shape-Up, we have 
completed the defining of what, when, who and how we do our database, 
financial systems and reporting and are now beginning the options and 
possibilities being presented.  This whole process was initially met with 
resistance last week, and is being embraced with enthusiasm now.  The 
redundancy and inefficiency found in just a few short days is 
remarkable.  Maybe the most important part of this process is that everyone 
finally had a real idea what other key people were doing and in some cases 
weren't doing.  
 
I am sure most of this, even in this highly abbreviated piece I have 
edited below, will not be required by our organization.  I would recommend 
those on this list to take those things they think are important.  If just a few 
ideas are implemented, it can have a positive impact on the efficient running of 
our organization.
 
I hope this is of some help,
 
Robert Burns
 
 
Financial System, Database and Reporting
 
OVERVIEW
Identify Key personnel involved in:  

•                     Annual Planning Process 

•                     POS (receiving income) and Database input management

•                     Accounting Financial Report system

•                     Member Activity and tracking
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•                     Management Team - and (Who reports to whom)

•                     Tracking of Activity

Define Current State

•                     Review system/organization layout.  Review key persons responsible 
for systems and the process

•                     Obtain clear understanding of "back office" operations vs "front line" 
and key people involved

•                     Understand how reports and systems are interrelated, and how they 
are tied to the organizations main database or financial system

•                     Understand what information is critical for Flash Reports (reports 
critical to efficient operation of the organization) and to whom.  (Information 
like number of donations or donors, collected year-to-date, number of 
members, expenses by department year-to-date, number of people 
requesting information, books or products sold year-to-date, etc)

Define Current State
ANNUAL PLANNING PROCESS

•                     Budget 

•                     Treatment of current actual and budget data

•                     level of detail required and for whom

•                     Define report structure (current and what it could be)

 
FINACIAL REPORTING SYSTEM

•                     How does the current accounting system work and how is 
information accumulated

•                     How is the information processed on daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly 
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and/or yearly basis

•                     List all the databases and tables used in the organization.

•                     Outline how financial data gets from various databases to the 
accounting system or vice versa.

•                     What checks and balances exist and what is required

MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY

•                     Identify all reports and systems related to membership or people 
affiliated with the organization.

•                     List who (persons and/or departments) is responsible for 
maintaining contact with members, how this is accomplished, 
databased and reported.

•                     Who tracks those who have stopped donating or are not 
participating?  How is this information databased and reported?

 
DEFINE THE FUTURE STATE
   Define the desired state of each item to create optimal tracking and 
reporting.  The key is systems and processes that are flexible enough for 
future expansion.
 
Item                         Existing                Desired                    Gaps
Annual Planning      Describe each    Describe desired       Describe
Process                   system and         result                         the gap
                                process
 
POS or receiving
revenue
 
Accounting system
& proceedures
 
Reports to Management 
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and/or Chair persons
 
Databased information
mapping between process and system
 
PROVIDE FOR ALTERNATE SOLUTIONS
Gaps        Option 1        Option 2       Option 3

•                     List gaps and provide optional course of actions and all known 
implications

•                     Identify the timing required to implement any changes

•                     Note any interdependencies associated with changes required

•                     Identify any operations or functions impacted by any change

•                     NOTE: Some changes may require short-term manual solutions 
to bridge the change

•                     Ensure that all processes and systems are easily replicated and 
teachable 
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Interim Report from Agustin Arellano
Mid-2005

 

 

 

Dear Brethen,

I started this program in May 05 the idea is to activate old study groups and open at least one in every 

main city in Mexico and Latinamerica, at the moment 350 books have been given, this month with 

fellowsiph help will be given 100 more of the 50 given every month, I am leaving for Guatemala today 

if Iget m y passport which was sent last thursday. 

I am enclosing the programme which will be as written only Costa Rica will not be included in my trip 

since they have all set for their meeting.

In may we had the CN5 in Mazatlan we could send books to Ecuador and Mexico City carried by Nelida 

and Flor

In June we had a meeting in Culiacan, and Hermosillo where we gave books for 3 groups, also in 

Mexico City and Queretaro

In August I visited Tlaxcala, Puebla where will have 2 groups now and Hidalgo with groups in Tula and 

Pachuca, books for 5 groups in Monterrey were sent and for Nuevo Laredo to Anala Laura and Reynosa 

to Jose Mejia 

In September   the RRmx in Aguascalientes many problems here to ge a place for the talk catholic 

groups are strong there.

In October Guanajuato with the same problems that above even we have more readers there

In November attended the 1st National meeting in Bolivia and also visited the groups in Peru, returning 

went to San Luis Potosi and Zacatecas.

In December a meeting in Mexico City celbrating the second anniversary of Grupo Nambia.

January 2006 will go to Guatemala to celebrate the 3rd National Conference, in Salvador for ther first 

National Conference as well as Honduras and Panama to get the two groups together. 

January 28 and 29 we have the RRmx in Guadalajara and on the 30th in Tepic.

March 2006 Chile and Argentina visiting the north argentinian groups ending in Buenos Aires.

April 2006 We are three readers going to Spain, France and Italy we are planning also visit a small 

groups of mexican readers in Vienne and another in Prague but we are waiting confirmation. Now we 

are making spiritual vitamins in french and italian but we only have 3 documents in italian downloaded 

from Saskia's page. 

In May we have the CN6 in Ecuador we are visiting 5 study groups starting in Quito, then Otavalao, Rio 

Bamba, Loja and Gayaquil

on my way back Puebla in Mexico
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In June we shall have our meeting in Colima

Hope we have enough books for all of these and thank your great help

Agustin
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July 26, 2005 
 
Report of the Finance Committee 
 

The Finance Committee is working to redefine how we go about soliciting funds  
for the growing needs of The Urantia Book Fellowship. While the Fellowship  
only has around 1,000 members, we service many tens of thousands of readers  
around the world, in many languages and many cultures. This trend is rapidly  
growing and should only continue to do so. 
 
With an ever growing variety of projects to fund as the revelation becomes more  
widespread throughout the world, the Fellowship and the readers that support  
these efforts, have a choice to either tone down our outreach and service, or to  
raise more funds. The Fellowship has served the readership community with a  
large number of dedicated and wonderful volunteers, a base of dedicated readers,  
and will continue to do so. But to serve the rapid growth of readers worldwide,  
a readership composed of different languages, cultures and needs, the time has  
come to have staff and consultants who can handle the growth our organization is  
experiencing.  
 
A volunteer force is unable to supply the administration work, the accounting  
and CPA work, the specialized database development and website administration.  
These are examples of professional needs that would be unwise to delegate to a  
part-time volunteer force. 
 
It is exciting to have such a problem. The revelation is growing! We have  
spent 50 years hoping the revelation would take root and grow. And now it is  
and this wonderful growth requires more finances. The Fellowship has always  
operated very lean and with extreme efficiency, and we will continue to do so.  
But, if the Fellowship is to fulfill the obligation of servicing the expanding  
readership, we require much more funds, a larger annual budget. 
 
The Finance committee’s challenge and the challenge to all readers dedicated to  
the revelation and to those interested in supporting the Fellowships efforts are  
really quite simple. We need more people willing to donate. Easily said, a bit  
more work to accomplish. 
 
One of our successful campaigns has been our monthly auto-debit program. The  
Fellowship now has 60 individuals on the monthly auto-debit program with an  
average of $52 per month (or $624 annual) per donor. The Finance committee is  
working to build this to 100 individuals on the monthly auto-debit program by  
the end of the year, and contributing $60,000 a year ($5,000 a month) toward the  
Fellowship’s annual budget. 
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The Fellowship has approximately 1,000 members, and as of June 30, 2005, the  
Fellowship has had 217 individuals donate. Our goal this year is to have 300  
individuals donate, which would be a record number of donors for the Fellowship  
in a single year. The Fellowship's modest fiscal budget of $290,000 for 2005  
requires an average donation of $1,000 per person to reach this goal. Thanks to  
the many donors willing to donate more than a $1,000 a year has helped the  
Fellowship maintain this budget. 
 
The level of service the Fellowship is able to give the world will not be  
limited just by volunteers, but rather by the budget the volunteers have to work  
with for their tasks and goals. October is the month of budget decisions for  
all the Fellowship's projects. It is the Finance Committee's hopes, dreams and  
prayers to have the funds available for the many wonderful projects that are  
responsible for spreading the message of the revelation around the world! 
 
Please feel free to contact me with questions, ideas, hopes, or a donation. I  
can be reached at snickburns@aol.com, or work number at 949 759-8600 ext 101, or  
at home at 949 222-1053. I am always excited to talk to other readers, listen  
to your views and share your dreams for this Epochal revelation. 
 
Have you donated yet? 
 
 
The Finance Committee 
Robert Burns – Chair, Nick Curto, Gerald Pando, Ken Raveill Email: 
fellowship@urantiabook.org 
 
 
Email: 
fellowship@urantiabook.org
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IC08 Conference report

 

San Diego State University has open dates the summer of 2008 except the last weekend of July. I’m 
proposing August 7 as the beginning date of our conference. Is there opposition to this date?

 

The campus is in downtown San Diego and very close to just about everything. We’ll do a site visit in 
April or May. I’m extremely encourage by this campus. They are building an underground trolley 
system that will take you from one campus to another. Sea World and other points of interest are in 
walking distance. And for golfers, Torrey Pines! Can’t wait for that free day.

 

Bob Venosa has agreed to supply the logo for our conference.

 

Pato Banto has agree to perform the opening and closing of our conference. I explained my vision and 
he said, “I won’t let you down.” 

 

My co-chair.  Remember the e-mail that went out on SocAdmin last year with a subject line: Where are 
the Youth? One of my personal missions is to find them and get them involved. I am proposing a young 
co-chair. His name is Phil Taylor and he is 35. I’m attaching a letter to you from him. I let him know 
that although I want to work with him for various reasons, I respected you enough to help make the final 
decision. If he succeeds the way we envision, he will have involved at least a few of the youth who can 
fulfill leadership type positions in our movement in various ways. He believes it is time for the youth to 
step up but realizes many of them simply do not have the skills. That is another discussion. Neither one 
of us aspires to get flocks of youth involved, but we do expect a good start. 

 

Phil has the wherewithal to travel for site visits, has experience in IUA conferences, created workshops, 
has practical detail of smaller conferences (under 300). And – wants to be a loving bridge between the 
IUA, Foundation and us. He is taking a personal risk to be involved in our conference. But he’s willing 
to take that risk. 
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Once we confirm the date I’ll begin assembling the conference team. Robert Burns has given me a good 
list of names in the California area. 

 

Thanks everyone,

Susan Cook
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Annual Report of the President

August 2005

 

Over the past year, The Fellowship has continued to deal with a number of administrative issues. Some 
of these are directly related to our having sold our building in Chicago but most are issues that require 
our attention regardless of what our physical facilities are like and whether we have such facilities at all.

 

An Information Technology group, chaired by Steve Dreier, and including a number of volunteers who 
are IT professionals by day, has been reviewing our data management as well as website related needs, 
with an eye toward making our systems more secure, properly backed up and better managed.

 

A more recently formed administrative group comprised of The Fellowship officers as well as Robert 
Burns & Susan Cook, has held a number of conference calls to discuss issues related to accounting 
services, website management, administrative procedures, logo usage, and web based Urantia Book 
sales.

 

The administrative group decided to move ahead with the formation of a Website Content Team, the 
purpose of which is to research and analyze our current website and recommend content for a renewed 
Fellowship website. 

 

The overall objective behind these efforts is not merely an incremental improvement in the way we do 
our business, although that has already occurred and is likely to continue, but the design of a policy 
driven administrative and technical infrastructure that is both solid enough and flexible enough to 
continue to serve us well into the years ahead. The last thing we need is a system that we can live with 
today but one that will need to be completely reinvented by those who follow us.
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We are a mission-driven organization. Everyone involved in the work of The Fellowship is motivated by 
the desire to spread the Urantia Book and its teachings throughout our planet. Yet all too often we are 
confronted in our midst with examples of work behavior or work product that would not be tolerated in 
most businesses or organizations. Now, we can put together some outstanding policies and procedures 
and design the most elegant and efficient techno/administrative infrastructure on the face of the earth, 
and we still won’t be where we need to be so long as we continue to tolerate anything less than first rate 
performance. When all is said and done, we need to recognize that, even more fundamental than our 
need to improve our system is our need to radically transform our work culture.

 

Over many months we have explored the possibility of holding a joint IC 08 conference with the IUA. 
These efforts did not succeed. We recently received an official response from the IUA President 
indicating that the IUA is not ready for such a joint project.

 

On a more promising note, over the past several months, I have had two telephone conversations and 
several email communications with Urantia Foundation president, Seppo Kanerva. These contacts led to 
a face-to-face meeting between the two of us on campus here at Villanova earlier in the week. The 
purpose of our meeting was to explore possible areas of cooperation between Urantia Foundation and 
The Fellowship. We identified a number of areas where cooperation could be advantageous to both 
organizations and, more importantly, to the entire readership and to the promulgation of the revelation. 
While it is premature to report any specific progress, I believe that we will continue to communicate and 
that progress will be made. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT

August 2005

 

 

THE PAST YEAR:

 

Committee Members:  Last year the GC elected Tom Allen (Oklahoma) as a Committee member. 
Other members include Geri Johnson (Singapore), Dale Sztejnberg (New York), Lenny Cowles 
(Colorado), and John Causland (Michigan) who serves as the Committee’s secretary. Richard Omura 
(California) serves as an Adjunct committee member. 

 

Membership Structure:  The Fellowship’s membership structure has not changed. Descriptions and 
application forms are available for download from the website at http:\www.urantiabook.org by 
following the links Site Index to About The Urantia Book Fellowship to Membership Information. 
Here are the highlights:

•         Societies – The standards for Society chartering requires at least ten Founding Members who 
have read the entire Urantia Book and who adopt a constitution to create an organization which 
participates in the representative governance of The Fellowship. The Fellowship does not require 
that a Society’s Charter Members and subsequent regular Members to have read the entire Urantia 
Book as these standards are determined by each Society.

•         Members-At-Large – The Membership Committee now has the authority to approve 
individuals to be Members-At-Large. Applicants are not required to have read the entire Urantia 
Book. 

•         Affiliate Organizations – The Executive Committee has the authority to establish an 
administrative relationship with Affiliate Organizations. MAL applications are made available to 
the individual participants of Affiliate Organizations who wish to become Fellowship members. 
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Societies: No inquiries for chartering were received during the past year and no new Societies were 
installed.

 

Members-At-Large:  During the past year, three applicants were approved to become Members-At-
Large of The Fellowship. They are Meredith Tenney (New Hampshire), Robert Korson (Colorado), 
and Randall Scarbrough (Arkansas). We welcome them to our Fellowship. 

 

Affiliate Organizations:  No application for becoming a Fellowship Affiliate has been received since 
the installation of “Centro didático-terapêutico Casa de FAD” on May 6, 2002 in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.

 

Furthering Society Purposes:  This Constitutional task has focused on the following:

•         TDA – There has been no meeting of Society representatives since the 2003 TDA decided to 
end annual meetings.

•         SocAdmin Email List – In January, SocAdmin began its six year as a tool for Fellowship 
communication. The List has been expanded to include former officers of Societies and of The 
Fellowship. SocAdmin Guidelines are available on The Fellowship website at: urantiabook.org/
admin.

 

NEXT YEAR:

 

TDA: The next meeting of the Triennial Delegate Assembly will be next summer, 2006, prior to the 
Summer Study Session in Santa Fe, New Mexico. The Membership Committee will continue to assist 
in providing information to new delegates and alternates prior to the Assembly. Societies are 
reminded to schedule the election of TDA Delegate and Alternate representatives during the coming 
year.
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Society Expectations: Last year at the GC Retreat a recommendation was made to: “Systematically 
work to re-energize and strengthen weak Societies, remove those unable to function, and promote the 
growth of new Societies.” The Membership Committee will meet during IC05 to discuss these issues. 
Ideas include: 1) contacting Societies about ways The Fellowship can support them, 2) soliciting 
ideas about minimum requirements for Societies to remain active, and 3) making recommendations to 
Judicial Committee regarding constitutional changes that reflect any new requirements. The last idea 
would require ratification by the Triennial Delegate Assembly.

 

Membership Cards: Now that the new logo has been adopted by The Fellowship, new membership 
cards should be sent to all current members. Many members enjoy having a tangible symbol of their 
affiliation with The Urantia Book Fellowship. 

 

 

For the Membership Committee,

Bob Bruyn, Chair
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2005 International Fellowship Committee and Website Reports 
 

Website

 

Earlier this year we were able to get a polylingual search engine operational on the website -- 
thanks to help from Barry Clark.  We now provide full search capabilities for The Urantia Book 
translations in English, Russian, Spanish, Lithuanian, French, Dutch, Croatian, and Korean. We 
will continue to provide full search services for all translations as they come online.  

 

Over the past 6 months work on the website has slowed substantially with the proliferation of 
committees appointed to look into various aspects of the website.  At present there is a web 
oversight committee, a technical review committee, two different database review committees, a 
privacy policy committee, and a new content committee.  Are we having fun yet?  Are we 
becoming efficient?  Virtually all work related to ongoing technical development has stopped as 
the website continues its slow death by committee.

 

The server which I was setting up to handle administrative communications and data services has 
been shut down.  The upgrading of our internal email list software has been suspended along with 
the installation of a community calendar to which members of the Executive Committee and 
other administrative personnel could link private calendars.  Database development is suspended 
as is the deployment of e-newsletter software and services.  Also suspended with the shutting 
down of this server is the deployment of chat software -- chat being used extensively for Urantia 
communications in Latin America. 

 

I have had concerns for the past several years that it was not good for the organization to have 
only one person familiar with the many different aspects of our IT services.  I have created a 
detailed document which contains information about accounts, passwords, people who provide 
technical support for the various software applications which we use, as well as detailed 
information about how the website is structured and maintained.  At present Larry Watkins, Steve 
Dreier, and Michael Challis have access to this information.  I will be updating it from time to 
time and providing them with copies of the updated information.  A weak point in the system is 
the ability for other individuals to restore any aspect of the system from backups.  Putting into 
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place a procedure for this and testing it should be a priority. 

 

While technical work is on hold I have been focusing on content, slowly getting additional 
materials from print collections digitized and published on the website. Because of the growing 
hiatus on the English website, I am moving my efforts to the renovation of Spanish sites -- we 
have the regular Spanish site which is being redesigned as well as a new site coming online for 
the Bogota School for Students of The Urantia Book.  When present work is completed both sites 
will be linked by the Spanish translation of the text along with an index created by a reader who 
is a professor of philosophy at the University of Mexico.  There will also be cross-links to the 
Spanish translation of Bill Sadler's "Study of the Master Universe" which was completed by 
readers in Bogota, Colombia, and other translated study materials.

 

We either must limit our deployment of information technologies to the skill sets of our 
volunteers or we must hire professionals to take care of this aspect of our business operations.  
For example, we can have the best database system in the world but if the people who need to use 
it are not confortable with basic database operations it will not be of much use.  It is similar to our 
accounting function -- we have professionals who take care of the organization's accounting, IRS 
reporting, and related work; there are many reasons why we do not farm this out to volunteers.  If 
volunteers, officers, or other individuals need specific information related to accounting, they can 
go to these professionals and get the information they need.  The same is true of the 
organization's IT needs, particularly in the area of database administration.  
 
If we are going to build the foundations for an organization that is international in scope and 
depends on a variety of technical programs for organizational support, we need to divest 
ourselves of the delusion that we can simply do this with volunteers drawn from the readership of 
The Urantia Book.  We need to hire trained professionals and should immediately begin to 
include this in long term financial and organizational planning.  We have an immediate need for a 
database administrator and we are spending a great deal of administrative time and money 
compensating for our failure to take action on this matter.

 

A few thoughts about committees
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It would be helpful if the organization developed a more integrated approach to using committees 
as well as supporting the work of creative individuals.  There are places where a committee is 
very important -- such as in decisions about how donated funds should be used.  There are places 
where the work of creative individuals would be destroyed by a committee, such as the work 
done by Agustin and Algimantas.  

 

Professional input and experience is also needed within committees.  Everyone has personal 
opinions about how things might be managed effectively but unless we have people with actual 
real world experience or consult with professionals, we can do no more than guide the 
organization with the opinions of individuals who can talk the most persuasively or wield the 
most political power. 

 

One of the greatest needs for outside consultation is in the marketing and positioning of The 
Urantia Book.  There are considerable implications here for outreach, marketing, website, and 
many other aspects of our business.  We have no reliable, workable information about target 
markets.  Mo has probably done more work on this issue than anyone else and would be a good 
person to include in such a discussion.  Mo's work, as well as the data which I've developed from 
website traffic over the years and experience which we've had with outreach clearly indicates that 
Jesus is the central element that we should be promoting if we want to attract more readers and 
participation.  However, this information immediately conflicts with strong prejudices and fears 
within our organization.  Until we come to terms with the central place of Jesus in the revelation 
and begin promoting The Urantia Book accordingly we are likely to continue having mediocre 
results.  Said Jesus, "And now I declare to you that I, if I be lifted up on earth and in your lives, 
will draw all men to myself and into the fellowship of my Father."  Who is going to lift him up 
for the world to see if not us?

   

Our constitution says that we are to be about the business of promoting a religion.  If this is not 
the religion of Jesus I would like to hear an articulation of just what the nature of this religion 
might be.  If it is the religion of Jesus, we have a lot of work to do.

 

International Fellowship
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I would like to start this report by mentioning Susan Ransbottom, without whom much of the 
work we're doing to interface with readers in Latin America would not be possible.  She is a 
seemingly tireless worker, taking care of lots of annoying, nitty-gritty details. 

 

I also want to welcome Buck and Arlene Weimer into participation with the international 
working group.  They have attended several conferences in Latin America and are interested in 
working in this area.  Buck's report on the Mazatlan conference is attached.

 

Special thanks are also due to Dolores Nice who led a spiritual retreat in conjunction with the 
Mazatlan conference.  This was a first and I hope it won't be the last.  Such a program provides 
stimulation for attendees and it also provides an example of something which others can do as 
well.  It is important that we address issues of the spiritual life as well as issues related to the 
content of The Urantia Book.  

 

The scope of international work extends far beyond the International Fellowship Committee.  
People such as Agustin Arellano, Nelida Oliver, Algimantas Jokubenas, Norman Ingram, JJ 
Johnson, Chita, Namukale, Moussa, and others are aggressively managing their own outreach 
efforts.  The work of the Fellowship should be the increasing support and coordination of the 
work being done by such individuals. 

 

I am including with my report additional reports by individuals working in specific areas of the 
international effort.  The trend is toward the deployment of more individuals and to the assigning 
of specific individuals or groups to particular parts of the world. 

 

Lithuanian Book Fair
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Early this year the Fellowship supported a presence at the Lithuanian Book Fair in Vilnius.  This 
took place just as the Lithuanian translation was becoming available and constituted something of 
an introduction of the book. Algimantas Jokubenas managed a booth with the help of readers 
from Vilnius and Kaunas.  Algimantas reported a very good experience and was particularly 
encouraged by the number of interested youth.

 

Lithuanian Photo Exhibition

 

This summer Svetlana Braziene and I put on an exhibition of photographs in a Vilnius gallery.  
The exhibition was titled, "Metaphors of the Urantian Soul."   
We provided information on The Urantia Book and the website address of the Lithuanian 
readers.  As a result of this exhibition we got some media exposure for the book and interested a 
number of people enough for them to purchase copies.  This was experimental but is an approach 
to outreach which could be further developed.   

 

Costa Rica and Ecuador

 

We participated in conferences in Costa Rica and in Ecuador earlier this year.  

Participating were Agustin Arellano, David Kantor, Svetlana Braziene, Susan Ransbottom, Dulce 
Aguirre, and Angelica Talamantes.  

 

The logistics for these trips are getting more complex each year and we could do a lot more if we 
had support from within the organization.  At present we are doing everything related to the 
execution of these trips.  In addition to the presentations we prepare, there is designing and 
printing up business cards, creating and printing literature for distribution, creating and mass-
producing CDs, ordering and carrying books, etc.  Our media interviewers have always been 
gracious enough to ask us to provide the questions for the interview.  So our presentations also 
become the source of questions for interviews.  We also took a quantity of Harry's books and 
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about 50 of the gold concentric circle pins which had been provided as a gift by the readers in Rio 
de Janeiro.

 

We could greatly expand the scope of what we are doing if some of our other committees were 
involved and we were working our committees in a more integrated manner.  For example, in the 
future publications might want to be involved in the production of introductory literature in other 
languages.  Education might want to be involved in the production of CDs and secondary works.  
Paula and I have already begun to converse about areas in which Outreach and International 
might work more efficiently in an integrated way.

 

Local logistics in Costa Rica were taken care of by Agustin Arellano working with Dr. Raphael 
Arias, who lives in Cartago.  He made available to us a very nice meeting room in the offices of 
the National College of Medicine.  The parklike grounds complete with a swimming pool and 
exotic plants constituted a pleasant refuge in the dirty chaos of San Jose.  

 

We were met by readers upon our arrival and taken to a restaurant where we had dinner and then 
a long time of conversation.  Dr. Arias and his wife, Nidia, have the most amazing family I have 
ever encountered.  He is a physician.  Their oldest daughter is also a physician and their son is in 
medical school.  They all live and work together as a family.  They operate "Clinica Jerusem" in 
San Jose, a general medical practice.  Their waiting rooms and patient exam rooms have nicely 
presented quotes from The Urantia Book on the walls.  The entire family reads the book.  Their 
family, living together, includes Dr. Arias' 80 year old invalid mother as well as a new baby 
belonging to one of their daughters and her husband.  They have regular family meetings to 
discuss patients, the business of their clinic, and the management of their home.  Nidia is also a 
talented artist.  They have attended conferences in Rio de Janeiro and Guatemala City (at their 
own expense) and, with their study group, have created a legal entity (similar to our 501(c)3 
organizations) with which to conduct their Urantia work in Costa Rica.

 

Approximately 35 people attended the first day of the conference.  In addition, Agustin had 
phone conferences with readers in Panama, Nicaragua, and El Salvador who were unable to 
attend.  Agustin and I both gave introductory presentations about The Urantia Book.  There was a 
great deal of audience interaction, lots of questions and lots of discussion.  I take this as a sign of 
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success.

 

There were two Protestant ministers in the audience who use the book in their preaching in San 
Jose churches.  

 

The second day of the conference also saw about 35 people in attendance.  We estimate that over 
the course of the two days about 40 separate individuals attended.  Dulce, Angelica, and Dr. Arias 
all made presentations on the second day which were followed by lengthy periods of discussion 
and question answering.  

 

The last day we finished with a lunch at a restaurant where one of the long-time readers played 
piano.  From there we went to the home of one of the readers up on a hillside with a beautiful 
view of the central vally in which San Jose is located.  We ended up with commitments for seven 
new study groups, three of which are in the San Jose area with the remaining four located around 
the country.  This was the first time that many of the attendees had met with other readers.  There 
was a good level of enthusiasm.  Followup will be done by Dr. Arias and Agustin.

 

San Jose is a real pit.  We stayed in an inexpensive hotel downtown to save money ($45.00 per night 
double occupancy with breakfast included) but it was perhaps not the best choice.  The first night we 
were there we were visiting in the lobby with Dr. Arias and his family and we looked out the window to 
see someone forcing open the door of his car and making off with his CD player.  A few nights later 
Agustin was assaulted on the street a few blocks away and relieved of his cell phone.  But the whole city 
is fairly rough -- everyone lives behind heavily barred windows and doors.  In Ecuador we opted for a 
better hotel in a better neighborhood.

 

Tens of thousands of refugees have come into Costa Rica from neighboring Nicaragua to escape 
the dire living circumstances in that country.  Crime and unemployment rates are very high.  
Noise, heavy traffic, fumes, crime, poverty, poor roads, deteriorating infrastructure, and 
ecological devastation combine to create a very challenging environment.   But this is the case in 
most large Central and South American cities.  
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Prior to leaving for Ecuador on Wednesday we spent time preparing questions for radio 
interviewers.  We were also given a delightful tour of the Costa Rican countryside including a 
trip to the top of one of the volcanoes by Dr. Arias' wife and one of his daughters.

 

Our flight from Costa Rica to Ecuador consumed an entire day.  We were able to save $120.00 
per ticket by first going back to Miami and then to Guayaquil.  Agustin had managed to find a 
cheap direct flight and went directly to Guayaquil.  When he arrived at the hotel about 3:00 PM 
there was a group of readers waiting for him.  He sat with them in the lobby answering questions 
until after 10:00 PM.  We have found this to be fairly typical when we travel -- we are often met 
by groups of readers who want to sit and talk about the book and they will stay engaged for 
hours.  This is always difficult after a long flight but may be one of the most important aspects of 
our trips.

 

On Thursday Agustin, Susan and I did our first radio program -- 1 1/2 hours in length.  It was all 
interview done from questions we had prepared but it was still challenging.  

 

We have been able to get easy access to the mass media in South America.  When someone 
comes from outside the country to present at a conference or meeting, it is a fairly big deal and 
we can get good publicity on radio, television, and newspapers.  Three years ago Agustin and I 
were interviewed by a Catholic priest on the Franciscan radio network.  Today the priest who 
conducted the interview hosts a regular study group in his home.  In Quito there are three 
Catholic priests and two monks from a local monastery who participate in a study group. 

 

Towards the end of the Thursday program a woman called into the station to thank them for 
broadcasting the program.  She had been a reader for many years and thought she was the only 
person in the world reading the book.  She had talked with many of her neighbors about the book 
but they apparently thought she was a little wacky.  Then some of her neighbors heard the 
broadcast and called her on the phone telling her that someone was talking about her book on the 
radio.  She was thrilled and indicated that she would be attending the conference along with some 
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of her neighbors.  

 

On Friday we did two more radio interviews.  (These three interviews were at radio stations 
serving three distinctly different markets)  We had a television taping scheduled but camera 
problems forced the postponement of the taping until Monday.  Unfortunately we were all 
leaving on Monday so we lost this opportunity. 

 

On Friday newspaper articles appeared about the conference as well as a large paid ad which the 
local readers took out.  

 

All of this in Guayaquil was coordinated by Nelida Oliver.  Nelida is a remarkable woman who 
has been a reader for many years.  She is an excellent organizer and works on a par with Agustin 
in the southern continent -- an extremely valuable worker.  She spends part of the year in 
Argentina (sharing the care of her elderly mother with her sister) and part of the year in Ecuador 
where she maintains a home and where her children live.  

 

On Friday we had hired a van and a driver to take us to our appointments and to give us a bit of a 
tour of the city of Guayaquil.  The driver turned out to be a highly educated former Catholic 
priest who had left the priesthood to marry and have a family.  He was immediately intrigued by 
our conversations and we ended up giving him a book.  He was very drawn to the book and in 
fact spent most of our lunch break reading instead of eating.

 

Friday night we had a planning session in the home of Nelida Oliver.  Her core study groups in 
the Guayaquil area consist of about 20 dedicated readers.  These folks met to discuss how to work 
the audience at the conference.  As there had been considerable promotional work done, it was 
anticipated that a number of new readers and interested public would attend.  The plan was for a 
public introductory meeting on Saturday and then a meeting on Sunday for more experienced 
readers with presentations on topics of iterest to more experienced readers.  We also worked on 
the initial planning for the 2006 Conference of the Three Americas which will take place in 
Guayaquil.  (This year it is in Mazatlan, Mexico).  The experienced readers were to try and 
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interest new persons in reading the book and in addition were to try and encourage anyone who 
was already a reader to get involved in or start a study group.  Following the meeting, tacos were 
cooked under the capable direction of chef Agustin.  

 

On Saturday nearly 100 people showed up for the meeting, about 80 of whom were new to the 
book and had come as a result of the promotional efforts. There was excellent discussion 
following the presentations.  Agustin's knowledge covers such a broad range of religious 
perspectives that he is excellent in question and answer sessions.  (Agustin is presently working 
on his Master's thesis in psychology titled, "Urantia Book Study Groups as a Gestalt for Spiritual 
Development".  He intends to begin Doctoral work in the fall and has been approved for work on 
this same topic.)

 

We were looking forward to the conference session on Sunday and having time with local 
readers.  But most of the people from Saturday came back.  We had to bring in more chairs 
because we had more people on Sunday than on Saturday. That night we stayed for a long time 
after the last session answering questions and participating in conversations until the janitors ran 
us out of the building.  

 

Urantia Foundation representative in Ecuador, Rodrigo Miño, came with his wife both days.  On 
Sunday I had a long and very productive conversation with him.  In the past he has been very 
disruptive of our efforts to the point of standing up and telling the audience that we were 
conducting an unofficial meetinga and that he was the official representative of Urantia 
Foundation and if they wanted any information they should talk with him.  But this time he was 
very quiet.  I had a long and very meaningful discussion with him and in leaving he assured me 
that he wanted to work with Nelida to foster groups in the area and that he was interested in 
working with her in planning the 2006 Conference of the Three Americas. 

 

We finally returned to our hotel and then sat late into the night discussing strategies for further 
work in Latin America as well as some planning issues related to the Mazatlan conference in May 
of this year.  As a result of discussions at the conference seven readers pledged to start study 
groups in the Guayaquil area.  At the conference was a couple from the Lesser Antilles who said 
there were many readers in the islands.  I don't know what they meant by "many" . . .
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We were pretty exhausted by the end of this trip and were glad to get to the airport on Monday 
morning and begin our journey home.  Svetlana video recorded the meetings and we will 
eventually have a condensed version on DVD that we can share.  We are collecting video 
recordings from all international groups we visit so that we can create DVDs which allow these 
groups to see more of what is happening around the world. 

 

Lithuania

 

The study group in Vilnius this year celebrated their 10th year as a study group.  It is also the 
year in which they received the printed text of their translation.  For me it has been a very 
interesting journey with the readers here in Vilnius.  I participated in the first public presentation 
of The Urantia Book in Lithuaia back in 1993.  Since then I have watched the formation of study 
groups, the development of a translation, the publication of the translation, and now the more 
public promotion of the book.  It has been a blessing to participate in various steps of this process 
and I have come to know many wonderful people as a result.  

 

The third Lithuanian National Conference was held early this summer at Moletai.  Some 30 
people attended over the course of the weekend.  This was the first conference at which  readers 
had their own books.  Photos from this conference are available on the Lithuanian website at 
http://www.urantija.lt.

 

In addition to books purchased by members of the existing Lithuanian study groups, this summer 
I was able to place an additional 2 cases of Lithuanian books, 2 cases of Russian books, and a few 
English editions.  I have maintained contact with the leaders of some of the metaphysical groups 
who attended our first meeting in Vilnius in 1993 (but who do not participate in Lithuanian 
Urantia activities) and a number of them have expressed interest in the book.  
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A significant outreach effort was mounted in Lithuania this summer by Algimantas Jokubenas, 
who made a tour of all the major cities in Lithuania for purposes of introducing the book.  A copy 
of his report is attached.

 

Visiting a reader in Palestine

 

I recenty spent a week in Israel with two objectives -- to meet and visit with Maher in Bethlehem 
and to look into getting JANR into distribution in Jerusalem.

 

We were able to spend two days with Maher and had a wonderful time.  He is a very warm and 
serious young man and I have high hopes for his long-term service to the revelation.  He has been 
asked to leave his church because of his reading in The Urantia Book and was jailed for a time by 
the Palestinian Authority until they were satisfied that he was not trying to start a new movement 
of some sort.  This is only the tip of the iceberg -- his situation is very difficult and we should be 
remembering him and his family in our prayers. 

 

Just getting to Bethlehem is an ordeal.  Normally only a 20 minute drive from Jerusalem it can 
now take three or four hours due to military checkpoints and roadblocks.  The first day we took a 
Jewish bus.  Getting into the bus station was like going through security at an airport.  The bus 
had a double set of bullet-proof windows bolted to the outside of the bus and a nice man sitting in 
the first seat with an uzi, a bullet-proof vest, and a curly wire coming out of his ear. 

 

But the Jewish bus ends its route at a military checkpoint about 5 kilometers from downtown 
Bethlehem which left us with some walking and finally an Arab taxi ride.

 

The second day we took an Arab bus, but were stopped by military police -- 3 soldiers with uzis 
and pistols boarded the bus and required everyone to give up their passports.  We waited by the 
side of the road for almost an hour while the police checked all the passports.  When we were 
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pulled over a large military truck pulled in front of the bus, and two military police cars pulled up 
behind the bus, blocking any movement.  The driver told me he has been stopped like this as 
many as 5 times on one trip from Jerusalem to Bethlehem.  The Arab bus also could not proceed 
past a particular checkpoint but this was closer to Bethlehem and it was easy to get a cab. (It is 
not possible for Maher or any other young Arab to cross through the checkpoints into Israel 
proper).  

 

I spent time giving Maher a review of the book -- his English enables him to read Part IV very 
easily but the vocabulary in the first three parts of the book is more difficult.  I also travel with a 
photo album containing pictures of Urantia activity in many parts of the world.  Readers who 
have been isolated from other groups really like this -- I also have a PowerPoint presentation 
containing much of the same material which I use with larger groups.

 

I feel it is very important to make contact with isolated readers such as Maher.  With no social 
reinforcement he has endured some great difficulty due to his interest in the book.  He is not the 
only one.  Two young women in a Muslim country were recently threatened with rape and 
imprisonment for their Urantia activities.  But they have not stopped trying to interest others in 
their villages in reading the book.  It is important that we work to knit these isolated readers and 
groups into a social network of readers in other countries.  I would be happy to see The Urantia 
Book spread as a grass-roots effort from many places in the world simultaneously rather than 
spread from one geographic or cultural source.  We also need very good introductory materials 
and we need materials which describe the book and our movement in ways which will not be 
threatening to governments in areas of the world which are relatively unstable -- and these 
materials need to be translated into as many or more languages than those in which the book is 
available. 

 

Budget Issues

 

Expenditures by the International Committee are evolving toward the support of ongoing 
programs such as book distribution, conference support, and translation of study aids.  There are 
difficulties involved with the IC conferences -- in IC conference years substantial portions of the 
IFC budget get consumed by the conference.  We are then unable to fund programs during IC 
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years which we are trying to sustain long enough to get them to be self-supporting.  It would be 
helpful if we could carry funds from our budgets from one year to the next.  Then it would be 
possible, for example, to allocate 20% of the budget each year to an IC fund.  Every third year 
this would be the amount available to support IC conference activities and we could do a better 
job of planning continuity for ongoing programs.

 

Fellowship International budget falls far short of providing funds to support rapidly growing 
needs and opportunities.  As other groups and individuals pick up the slack we lose the ability to 
coordinate efforts and make efficient use of the total pool of resouces.  The upside is that we have 
an emerging decentralized outreach effort which may be a good thing.

 

In addition to budget items there is a need for a "petty cash" category for miscellaneous expenses 
encountered in the course of our work.  For example, in Lithuania it costs $65.00 to fill the gas 
tank in a car (close to $5.00 per gallon).  Visits to distant cities are possible but the costs for gas 
are almost like buying an airplane ticket.  There also seem to be an endless string of expenses for 
food for various groups, visitors, and working sessions.  At present these are out-of-pocket 
expenses but are growing to the point where they should have a budget category.

 

As more translations come online there is a growing need for well-written introductory materials.  
In my experience, new readers are looking most for answers to questions about Jesus.  
Introductions need to be constructed relative to knowledge that people already have.  If you start 
out by talking about seven superuniverses, master spirits, and outer space levels, you lose them 
quickly.  If you start out talking about the religion of Jesus, you engage their interest immediately 
-- "What was Jesus' personal religion?"  Even though the book repeatedly tells us that it is the 
gospel of the kingdom which needs to be proclaimed, we still make brochures which show 
diagrams of superuniverses and talk in vague philosophic terms so that we don't offend anyone 
who might have an aversion to talking about Jesus.  

 

Other international efforts include the recent trip to Cuba and JJ Johnson's work in Rangoon.  
Good information on these efforts is not presently available.
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A final note is a mention of Ken Reviells's chart on notable events in the life of Jesus.  This has 
been translated into Spanish and the charts have been received from the printer.  These will be for 
sale and for complimentary distribution to Spanish readers.  Thank you, Ken!  Ken's group also 
continues to support the work of readers in Pakistan.

 

 

Report by Buck Weimer on 2005 Mazatlan Conference

 

Hello to all:  
 
The biggest culture adjustment when visiting Mexico is time perspective. North Americans tend 
to be exact, almost rigid, when making appointed times. In Mexico, when someone say “I’ll see 
you around 6:00 o’clock for dinner.” It’s a good bet you’ll be eating around 8:00 or 8:30 PM.  
 
Arlene & I attended the 5th National Mexican Conference (also billed as the 3rd International 
“Conference of the Three Americas”) held in Mazatlan, Mexico from May 23rd thru May 29th.  
 
The theme of “The Paradise Trinity” was chosen by local student of El Libro de Urantia, and 
sponsored by Groups Orvonton, A.C. lead by Augustine Arellano. The conference was held at the 
El Cid Hotel in the “Zona Dorado” beach area of Mazatlan, and began with Dolores Nice (a cross-
culture/bi-lingual sister) leading us in prayer and meditation. 

In a retreat-like atmosphere, she skillfully guided us through a sharing of how the life and 
teaching of Jesus changed our lives. Next we traveled by boat to a conference hall on the 
peninsula of the El Cid Hotel complex for a topical presentation, and a sunset prayer/meditation. 
The return boat trip was after dark, and an adventure most of us will keep tucked away as an 
eternal chuckle.  
 
The remaining days continued the pattern of study and relaxation – work and play. With 
advanced power-point skills, the material presented was both enlightening and impressive. We 
especially enjoyed the power-point presentations of Nelida Oliver from Ecuador, and appreciated 
the tireless translation work of Augustine and Susan Ransbottom.  
 
It was a small gathering of 15 + courageous souls. But the smallness of the group worked to our 
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advantage because we came to know everyone by their first name and developed an intimate 
relationship with each person. On several occasions, we had spontaneous study group sessions 
with each person reading in their native language; alternating between Spanish and English (and 
even a little French thrown around). It was one of the highlights of the conference for us.  
 
Another advantage of developing friendships with Mazatlan natives was seeing the city from 
their perspective. We visited a beautiful Cathedral, the central market, and had tea in the shade of 
a tree at a local restaurant. And who will ever forget the atmosphere at the open-air eatery while 
devouring the “vampire tacos” and guacamole dip, the night lights from atop the highest hill at 
the south end of town, or the shell vendors at the people’s beach at “the end of Mazatlan”?  
 
In all, it was a wonderfully enriching experience for us, an exercise in brotherhood/sisterhood; 
perhaps even an example of the socialization we do on the Mansion Worlds to learn tolerance and 
to love those so unlike ourselves.

 Language difference need not be a barrier to communicating and connecting with each other. 
Language differences do present difficulties, but as Morontia Mota teaches: “Difficulties may 
challenge mediocrity and defeat the fearful, but they only stimulate the true children of the Most 
Highs.”  
 
Differences aside, we experienced the unity as faith children of God. So now, when someone 
says: “I’ll see you around 6:00.” I’m not disappointed if they show up at 7:00, or 8:00, or…  
 
Hasta Enternidad, Buck & Arlene Weimer Pueblo, CO USA 

P.S. Nelida and the study groups in Ecuador and the study groups of Pueblo have agreed to 
become companion study groups. She has sent us additional power-point presentations (in 
English) and we have sent her 2 booklets of secondary works (in Spanish). 

 
Also, the Pueblo study groups have embarked on a book fund raising money to purchase and send 
to Ecuador a case of El Libro de Uranita. 

 

Report by Algimantas Jokubenas  
on his July 2005 Book Presentation  

Tour of Lithuania
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My dears, I do desire to give you some episodes from my tour around Lithuania with the Urantia 
Book. 
From July 8 to 19 I have traveled thru twenty seven cities of Lithuania in my car, sleeping in the 
tent alone with God in the forests, and presenting the Fifth Epochal Revelation on the streets of 
these cities. In a word I have been so fascinated by the discovery of the Lithuanian people's 
absolutely new facet in their character that I have not suspected of being present at all - they are 
all so thirsty for a living God and hungry for a living Jesus that would meet the expectations of 
their hearts. 
And especially the youth, and even the kids of 8-9-10 years of age. No matter whether I was 
presenting the Urantia Book in small or big cities a general reaction was that positive that it 
surpassed all my expectations. The only thing they are worried about is the lack of information on 
the Urantia Book and the means to buy it in the books store. 
But the absolute majority of them do have a link to internet and since we have our brand new 
website with the Lithuanian text of the Revealtion so that they might copy the text free to 
enlighten their hearts and establish a living relationship with a living God. And I was supplying 
them with two pages of quatations from the UB and our website address. 
There were just very very few who were calling me as insame, a sectarian, a person misled by 
Satan and playing into the hands of Lucifer. There were several episodes that the police were 
called to turn me away from supermarkets, even though I was standing outside the supermarkets. 
But after a sincere dialogue with the police I was left in peace to proceed with my service. And I 
did realize that a spoken word of God is of great power and is necessary as a fresh air. And not 
only in Lithuania. 
This trip helped me understand people much deeper and feel more compassion for them since 
they are being crushed and crampled by the life circumstances so much that by trying to adjust 
themselves to the environment they begin to betray their own selves thru embracing hypocricy, 
lies, sins, evil, and any other vice providing them a better chance to serve their own selfish 
interests even though they were sufffering within their own selves because of this behavior. 
But I do desire to stress the point that the young people are not yet currupted as the old ones and 
they have a bright future with this magnificent source of the Urantia Book. And since they are 
ready to buy the book - and they would have already done it had they known of the existence of 
the source and had they been given some time for its studies they would have already embraced 
this souorce and would have also made their own contribution to its dissemination and 
enlightening of the society of all-Lithuania. 
Thus, in some five to ten years we will experience a new qualitative wave in our society's 
spiritual development thanks to our youth's contribution to the movement. Thus at the moment 
we need to do our best to promote the book by any means available to each of us. And its 
presentations on the streets are most effective sine I have managed to inform hundreds of people 
in each of the major cities on the route. 
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I am so grateful to the donations I have received from the people. But to continue my ministry 
this way I also need your contribution as well. Thus at the end of this message I shall place my 
bank accoun no. to which you my regularly donate some money. In Lithuania there is not yet a 
developed tradition to donate money for spiritual means thus I cannot count on my Lithuanian 
brethren in this issue. The more so that Lithuanians only now shall start reading the Urantia Book 
in their mother tongue and shall be able to evaluate the significance of the source to the nation. 
And not only to this nation in particular but to humanity. 
Thus I address you who understand the meaning of this source to the planet of Urantia with this 
issue. Anyway, we are brethren all over the planet irrespective of our place of residence. And 
even throughout the grand universe each creature of any higher spiritual stature is living for the 
benefit of the creation and not for the selfish interests of one's own self. We are all as ONE 
family in the Father, with the Father and to the Father. Thus our support to those who exclusively 
devote their efforts to this type of ministry has been commanded and commended by both the 
Father and our Micheal of Nebadon. 
In addition, I decided to share my unique experience I have gone thru at midnight of July 11, or 
to be more precise going into July 11 from 00 to 02 a.m. Those who are too sceptic about 
possible appearances of any supernal personality may skip this lengthy account, but those who 
are more openhearted would feel a deep spiritual upliftment. And it is for them that I decided to 
share it. But first I must to give you some background for you to understand all the chain of 
events. Please, have patience with my lengthy message. 
As I have mentioned above during this tour I was making presentations of the Urantia Book and 
preaching the Gospel of a living Jesus and promoting the Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of 
man and even the brotherhood of all creation on the streets of twenty-six cities of Lithuania. 
Twenty seventh city was Vilnius, the capital city of my residence, to which I returned in the 
evening of July 19. Lithuania is divided into 44 districts, thus I managed to reach more than a 
bigger half of them. I took this tour because during the fall-winter-spring seasons I could travel 
only close to the capital city of Vilnius, some sixty-eighty miles away from this city due to my 
limited funds. 
I do not receive any salary or wage since all my life is completely devoted to this type of 
apostolic service. And I have been asking my brethren for donations but since Lithuanians are not 
yet accustumed to giving such a support and because of their hard financial conditions at home 
the funds were not enough even to support my own daily living. Thus I needed to use my savings 
that were melting if not replenished. 
While translating the Urantia Book into Lithuanian, the job that took me ten years to complete, 
and get it printed by the Urantia Foundation last year, but the book was available in book stores 
only during the spring of this year, I was trying to get some job and applied to more than thirty 
companies, but each time I was denied the vacancy I was applying for without any explanations. 
Thus I had no other choice but to very carefully live on my melting savings and carry on with the 
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translation work of the UB and with the editing work of the translation into Litrhuanian. 
And even though I set up several, the so-called, Urantia groups in different cities of Lithuania 
with no Lithuanian text of the UB available yet and regularly reading them the manuscript of my 
translation, I could do it on a weekly basis only in my city of Vilnius and on a monthly basis in 
another city, Kaunas, some 65 miles away from Vilnius. 
But people were inquiring about any possibilities of expanding this activity in other cities as well. 
Thus I began to ask for donations to be able to support myself and to be able to travel to other 
parts of Lithuania. But only some three or four of them responded to my plea. Thus I had to put 
off any idea of visiting other areas of Lithuania with the UB message. But this year, after the 
Lithuanian translation of the UB, at last, became available in book stores and after having opened 
our website I decided to reach even far off places by making a tour around Lithuania in my car 
and spending nights in a tent in the forest. 
So I purchased a small tent and began the tour on July 8. I visited different cities, some bigger 
some smaller, some very very small even you may. Several times I even stopped on the road to 
introduce the UB to the people who would never be able to get such an information. But thse 
stops I did not include in the total number of stops. I was carrying a small table, the legs of which 
could be folded so that it might be easily accomodated in the car. I would cover it with a white 
banner carrying the three concentric azure circles, place on it three copies of the UB - two in 
Lithuanian and one in English, a folder with two pages of quatations from the UB in Lithuanian 
and English and our website address that carries the Lithuanian text, and a picture of the grand 
universe just to give people a better idea of what they are being explained. 
Prior to the tour I had been introducing for over two months the Urantia Book to the people on 
the streets of three major cities of Lithuania: Vilnius, Kaunas, and Panevezys. Thus, I had 
accumulated some experience of working on the streets. And even prior to this I had been talking 
with people about the UB on the streets, in supermarkets, and in any other environment for more 
than three years. So all this ministry was both increasing in scope and turning more and more 
complicated in the contents. 
During the tour around Lithuania, in bigger cities, I was presenting the UB in several different 
places. But my schedule was worked out by hours. I would get up at six in the morning, make 
some breakfast, and then set off to a city to be about the Father's business on the street or on the 
road. Since I do not eat any cooked or fried food so I had to make all the meals myself. And I 
enjoy doing it, together with Jesus and the Father, and the Mother Spirit of the Universe very 
much. 
All my field kitchen was in the trunk of my car. One dish, created by myself, I would like to offer 
you now: Take some three or four bananas, depending on their size, and mash them very well 
into a pulp, with a wooden fork (never eat bananas unmashed for by mashing them you turn 
starch, which is indigestible, into fructose, or the fruit sugar, which is useful and which is 
completly assimilated by one's body-mechanism; and to use a fork is preferable since the pieces 
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of bananas do not skid the way they do if you use a spoon, plus wooden fork is better than metal, 
since wood is a more natural and less processed material, and a living one at that, than metal, but 
it is not a fundamentalistic request), mash SOME TWO HANDFULS OF EITHER stawberries 
( best of all ), OR wild-strawberries, OR cherries, OR bilberries, add one peeled off and sliced 
into tiny pieces apple, and cut into small pieces one peach, and mix everything up in this pulp, 
and you shall have a divine fruit and berry salad. This is the recepe I have discovered by making 
this type of salad in different circumstances and by adding and mixing up different ingredients. 
Believe me it is worth making and tasting it. Do it right NOW and ENJOY THE MEAL. After 
this salad I do not eat any other food until, say, dinner, or until lunch, depending upon whether I 
have it as my lunch or dinner. Thus, this salad makes up one COMPLETE MEAL. It is both 
healthy, light, and nutritious. 
This tour around Lithuania with The Urantia Book reminded me of the apostles' first tour around 
Galilee when they set off by twos and were preaching in the cities of Galilee. I was alone, but I 
was always feeling the presence of the Father, Jesus, and the Mother Spirit of the Universe. I was 
never alone even though I was spending night in the forest. 
And on the second day of my tour I was standing on the pedestrain avenue in the fourth largest 
city of Shiauliai, when an elderly man approached my table and pointing with his finger at the 
UB in English said in broken English that he was interested in that book very much. I asked him 
in Lithuanian whether or not he had ever heard of the book before. He said "No" in English. I 
took him for a Lithuanian emigrant for he had this type of an accent, but since he preferred 
English to Lithuanian I turned over to English as well. 
We had a very long conversation. He appeared to be a pensioner, a former high school teacher of 
English and that explained his interest in the UB in English. Then he began to tell me his life 
story, already in Lithuanian. And he was very much disappointed by the former Soviet regime, 
and he was still nursing a grudge against the former communists. I tried to calm him down by 
explaining that Jesus loved each of us and once we opened our hearts to Him He would enter our 
hearts and we would begin to love one another, that we were not perfect and we might make 
mistakes but we must forgive others for their misdeeds. 
I was pointing out the most crucial thing that he would talk with a LIVING Jesus, with a LIVING 
Father and that he would begin to experirence God's peace within him and he would get liberated 
from all the pain of his bitter past. We conversed for more than a half hour. I was even thinking 
that he began to impede my service to others. But I patiently I was talking with him and listening 
to his life story since it was important for him to pour out his heart. I recalled how Jesus was 
patient with others and continued to listen to him and from time to time addressing other passers 
by, and again listening to that man. 
When he finally took leave of me, I soon packed up all my gear, put everything on a wheeler and 
started for my car parked rather far away from that place. When all the gear was accomodated 
into the car, I did not know why, but for the first time both during this tour and during the other 
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episodes of my promoting of the UB in Vilnius and Kaunas, I walked back to the pedestrian 
avenue and started distributing leaflets with quotations from the UB. And imagine my surprise 
when I encountered the same old man, a former teacher of English. And he asked me to visit the 
Hill of Crosses. 
This place to some is already known in many a country. This hill is full of different crosses. 
People believe if one brings a cross over to this hill which they consider to be holy, then their 
dreams would come true, that they would be cured, that they would escape some dangers and get 
protection from on high, that their family file would be harmonious and happy and the like. 
Now there are hundreds of thousands of such crosses, some of them are as small as just several 
milimeters in size, others are several meters in height, some are made by the people themselves, 
others are purchased in stores. And this tradition started at the beginnging of the twentieth 
century. When Soviets occupied Lithuania in 1940 for the first time, they did not dare to destroy 
that hill, but after their second occupation of LIthunia in 1945 they did attempt to erradicate this 
type of religious approach to the Hill of Crosses by knocking down the crosess with bulldozers. 
But the new ones would appear overnight. 
And during the Soviet occupation period until 1990 there were some measures taken by Soviets 
to limit people's access to this Hill of Crosses. But after Lithuania regained its independence in 
1990 this place became almost as Mecca to muslims. And people are going there all the time. 
And now from all over the world. And they are bringing new and new crosses. When the late 
Pope of Rome, John Paul II was visiting Lithuania in 1993 even a bigger impetus was given to 
visit the Hill of Crosses for he had a service at the foot of the Hill. 
A huge cross to commemorate his visit on this hill was erected at the main path, that was paved 
with expensive stones leading to the top of the hill, and a monastery was built at the hill as well. 
Thus, this man was telling me that I would go and visit the Hill of Crosses on this very day, even 
though it was not on my itinerary. The more so that I had to leave this city and find some place in 
the forest to spend the night in. So my mind was already focused on this issue. I told him I had 
been on that hill before. He asked "when?" I said as back as Jonh Paul II was visiting Lithuania, 
for we were covering his tour in Lithuania with a German TV, and we were shooting him visiting 
the Hill of Crosses and even all his service at the Hill of Crosses. 
But he insisted that I would visit it again, and on this very day by saying that now it would look 
different. I did not understand what might be different. I got back to the car and was pondering 
the man's words. Should I go or should I not? What for? Definitely the hill was not different. But 
my hands were driving the car to the hill.. It is some ten kilometers off my route. 
When I approached the hill I saw a difference - there were plenty of vendors selling different 
small crosses with the crucifix, pictures of Jesus, Mary the Virgin, and other saints... I asked one 
of the vendors whether or not she had a living Jesus. She was nonplussed by hearing such 
unusual request about a living Jesus so she did not know how to react to my request. 
Thus I came to her rescue: "I am looking for Jesus similar to the one I was wearing on my neck 
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chain." And I showed her the profile of Jesus's head - with very distinctly cut out features of His 
face - nose, cheeks, chin, lips, leaves of the wreath on his head, long hair. Unfortunately, there 
was a wreath on his head which I disliked since I wanted Jesus to radiate love and joy rather than 
to remind one of his suffering before the crucifixtion. But she had none of the kind. And I took a 
chance to explain to her about the Urantia Book descriibng the life and teachings of a real Jesus. 
While I was explaining about Jesus, about our postmortal life some three more salesmen 
apraoched me to listen to waht I was saying. 
And that was already a small group of those who got interested in the Uranatia Book. Some of 
them did put down the name of the book by claiming they would buy it. And I did the same with 
some other three or four vendors. And only one young fellow of 20 or 22 rejected Jesus by 
claiming that he had no time for such inventions as God or Jesus. He only needed money and 
nothing else. 
So I proceeded to the main path leading to the top of the Hill of Crosses. But before reaching the 
main pathway, I noticed a beggar with one leg. He was a man of thirty-five or forty, but after a 
very brief conversation I realized that his heart was really warm and full of goodness but he was 
crushed by the circumstances of life. Thus I comforted him and explained to him about how to 
find peace within his heart. We hugged as brothers before separating. 
As soon as I was putting my foot on the main pathway stones some, very strong but tender, force 
turned me to the left from the main pathway and began to lead me along a narrow path with 
thousands of crosses on both sides. I could not understand what was happening but I did not resist 
it. I was led to an old and rusty cross of some two meters in height made of metal water pipe. All 
of a sudden I began to weep, I felt such a deep deep and overwhelming love within me so that I 
started to kiss the cross and then I noticed there was a small crucifix on the cross and I began to 
kiss the feet of Jesus and to pray... 
After the prayer I noticed a sign placed in front of the cross. It was all rusty, but it was still 
possible to read it except one word: "Lord, give me patience, and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. ...
I trust you..." And a thought crossed my mind that those were the words I would often use in my 
prayers... ALL OF A SUDDEN I took the head of Jesus off my neck, removed it off the silver 
neck-chain and fixed it, by its tiny ring, gently into the hole on His right palm since the crucifix 
did not have the horizontal beam and His hands were not hammered to the cross, only His feet 
were hammered to the vertical beam. I had no idea as to why I had done so since I did like that 
profile of Jesus apart from the wreath on His head. 
After that I renewed my journey up the hill for I desired to reach the top of it and descend along 
the main pathway. But, no sooner had I reached the main pathway on the top, again, I was turned, 
by the same invisible but very clearly felt force, and again gently but firmly, away from the main 
pathway and led down the hill on a very steep and so narrow path that crosses would touch my 
shoulders on both sides if I did not follow my way, it was like in a very dense forest since crosses 
were much much higher than the height of a human and there were so many of them that one 
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could see nothing around but crosses, many more crosse, ant nothing else but crosses. 
Plus all the pathway was so steep and so overgrown with big big nettles, and the steps were 
irregular so that I could not accomodate my steps to the steps of the pathway. And there were no 
handrails so that I was feeling I must be very careful not to fall down that steep pathway. While 
making, carefully, my way down I was asking Jesus why I had been brought to this place. And I 
was explained: "My beloved brother and son, I have asked you to come here that you might leave 
the material symbol of Me you have carried on your neck since you do not need it any more for 
you have Me in your heart, and you have established a living link with Me and the Father for 
which I commend you. You have done well to have arrived here and left the material symbol of 
Me to others." I was fascinated to hear that message. 
I, then, proceeded to my car and drove several hundred meters to the monestary nearby. I desired 
to give as a gift a copy of the Urantia Book in Lithuanian. But the chief of the monestary, after a 
short conversation, refused to receive the gift, claiming they had the Holy Scripture and it was the 
only Holy Scripture for them and no other Scripture is worth their attention. No explanation 
about a broader perspective of Jesus's life, His childhood, adolescent years, His early manhood, 
and even His present status or the one prieor to this bestowal mission on Urnatia could help him 
change his mind. He was not even interested in postmortal life or any deeper cosmic insight. 
Thus I felt a little bit uneasy in my heart. And not because of this young monk's, maybe 25-30 
years old, attitude to the living truth that he refused to touch but rather because of the fact that his 
rank provided him such an authority of denying even those other monks who might desire this 
broader truth of access to this unique source of living truth and expanded living relationship with 
God thru knowing this Epochal Revelation. 
After a tough Sunday, July 10, I was looking for a forest to pitch a tent in, but could not find it so 
easily. All the roads leading to the forest were closed with bars - private territory, no entrance. I 
chose some side road off my route, but realizing that darkness is already setting in I gave up to 
drive on but decided to get back to the city I had just passed since on the next day I had to work 
in that city, the more so I had planned a visit to another monestery in that city. Thus I made a U-
turn and on my way back to the city I was looking for at least some small bushes I might enter to 
spend the night in. I spotted a path leading to the forest that was some three hundred meters away 
from the main road. I took it and entered the forest. But I also noticed that there was a bar even 
though it did not block the entrence to the forest. 
I entered the forest and even found a place to pitch a tent in. Nevertheless, I had some feeling of 
uneasiness that it must be a private forest and I enetered it without permission. So I decided to 
leave this forest. And having gotten back on the main road I turned back to the city but some 
three miles short of reaching the city I spotted, on my left, some cafe, and a gravel road beyond it 
leading to the forest. I had no choice since a twilight was setting in. I took this side road and very 
soon was driving along a gravel road. Having covered maybe less than a mile I saw a small track 
leading to the forest. I figured out the smaller the track the more chances of finding a quiet place 
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for spending a night. I had had a nasty experience some two nights before when I had pitched my 
tent not far away from some inn where a loud music was playd till three o'clock a.m., and at six I 
was already up. 
Thus I took that track and very soon I drove to a pathway leading along the edge of the forest and 
a vast field. I did not want to risk of proceeding any longer for a more covered place and decided 
to stop at the edge of the forest with a large field on my other side. I noticed two farmsteds, 
maybe one third of a mile apart. Thus I decided I would not find anything better and it would suit 
me very well. I pitched my tent and made a vegetable salad for dinner. 
After dinner I felt very exhausted and it was rather late close to 11 p.m. Thus I decided to listen to 
some quiet music and pray. But while listening to the music and praying in the car, for else it was 
impossible to stay out, because of the myriads of mosquitos, I fell asleep. When I woke up it was 
almost midnight. Music was playing very softly and it was a pleasure to enjoy this wonderful 
peace around but I decided to go to the tent for a real night sleep. 
Having gotten out of the car and heading to the tent I noticed a bright light far away in front of 
me and beyound that huge field by the other edge of the forest. Being tired and sleepy I 
somewhat took it for a light placed somewhere by some warehouse, as is a usual thing in the city, 
completely missing the point that it was not a city but a field in the forest. But at the begining this 
explanation fitted very well. I did not bother myself with some deep speculation while gathering 
all the stuff I used to make the dinner with, and the table and a small stool. So I folded them up 
and put into the car. And when I was on the point of entering the tent I saw that the light size 
increased so immensely that it was bigger than the forest trees. And it was sliding a little bit 
sideways and up and down. Not permanently. 
I must tell you, that I had been spotting a similar object above Vilnius for the last three years. I 
was even showing it to other people and asking them if they consider that to be a star or some 
other object. They could not characterize what was that but they did agree that the light was too 
close for a star. As well as too bright. Sometimes it would acquire an extended form with two 
slanting, going opposite directions, rays pointing downwords, one a little bit higher than the 
other, and sometimes I would notice even different colors changing, from red, green, yellow, 
white to violet. 
And all of a sudden I saw this light acquire the same prolonged form with two rays extending 
sideways down one higher and the other lower. And it was moving like I would notice it would 
move above Vilnius. And with each movement there would rise some feeling within me that I see 
something majestic and grand. I had taken this light for a flying dish for no other human object 
could change such colors, would hang in the air without making any sound, and change positions. 
And this time I realized I am seeing a landed flying dish. It was moving as if it were on a cushion, 
very gently. Having realized this, I began to call my fellows from the Urantia groups, including 
David currently visiting Lithuania, and who had seen me off to this tour, and telling them I was 
seeing a landed dish and giving those on board of the ship a signal with my searchlight which I 
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was circling to inform them that I had noticed them and inviting them to come over to me. 
I told my friends that I did desire to fly with them if they intended to take me aboard. Only I did 
not know the place I would be leaving my car in so that some one would take care of. I also told 
them if they called me the next day and could not hear from me it would mean I would be with 
the aliens somewhere either in space or on their planet. After some time I noticed three spikes 
placed on the top of the luminous image, one by one. They reminded me of Lithuanian gothic 
churches. I did not know why all of a sudden they were changing that form of the light. Then I 
saw colors change at the bottom of the light - red, yellow, violet... 
The train was passing thru an opening in that far-away forest and the light of a locomotive were 
that dim and small as would be of a dummy train for kids to play. The light extended from almost 
the ground much much higher than the tops of the trees. All of a sudden it started approaching 
and growing in size. And the feeling inside me was such as if my chest were filled up to the full 
with some grander and power. And I completely and spontaneously forgot any idea about the 
flying dish but momentarily was feeling some living relationship that was growing and giving a 
sense of intimacy as well as majesty. I uttered: "Jesus, is it you?" "Yes, I am," followed a prompt 
and soft response. "Look more attentively." 
I could not understand at what part of the image I had to look. I was so focused on the scene I 
forgot everything around. Nothing and nobody existed anymore but Jesus and my desire to follow 
Him wherever He might lead me to. Again He said: "Look more attentively." I was scrutinizing 
the light so intensively that it seemed to me I was reaching out for Him with my eyes. And all of 
a SUDDEN I began to discern the same face, the same nose, the same hair, the same cheeks, the 
same chin, the same eyes of the Jesus's Head I had taken off my neck on the Hill of Crosses. 
I began to feel such a warmth and love, and even though my left knee was hurting, I knelt on the 
ground and began to thank Jesus for this magnifiscent appearance. Tears were running down my 
cheeks. Tears of gratitude and love. Tears of surivival and life. Jesus began to talk with me. At 
first, He thanked me for my brave aproach to the mission I had been performing and commended 
me for coraugeously preaching His living Gospel and even more. He commended me for 
expanding His gospel. 
It happened so that some six or seven months ago I began, while teaching Jesus's gospel "the 
Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man," to add one more extention "...and all the 
creation." But I had never even given a thought that it was an expansion of Jesus' gospel for I 
always did stress the point that it was impossible to extend Jesus' gospel for no matter how much 
effort one might make one would not be able to say anything more beautiful and more embracing 
by even including all the creation for we are all brothers no matter of what high rank spirits might 
be encountered in the creation. 
And I was preaching this gospel "The Fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man and even of all 
the creation so that we all, down here, on Urantia, are full members of this same vast divine 
family enjoying absolutely equal right to love the Father and one another by our own free will 
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bestowed to each of us by the Father." Now I did realize what Jesus was meaning that I had 
extended His gospel. Only now after He spoke to me. 
I was completely thrilled by what I was seeing so I asked Him wheher or not I was allowed to tell 
others about His appearance to me. He said to me: "You may tell anyone you deem it right to be 
given this messsage to. I have appeared to you not to be hidden but to be disclosed thru your 
experiences." I called my fellowmen in other cities whom I had just informed about seeing a dish 
and this time I told them that Jesus appeared to me and that we were talking right then. I 
described all the process of changing the shape of the light into the Profile of Jesus I had removed 
off my neck-chain and left on the Hill of Crosses. Jesus was also telling me: "And the light you 
had been taking so long for a dish above Vilnius was also Me to attract your attention. Now I 
called you to this tour so that you would begin to know people not only from books but also in 
real situations. And they behave in a different way in real situations when you meet face to face 
rather than when you study their character from discriptions in different books. I desire you to 
experience these same sensations while I was traveling alone around the Mediteranean Sea while 
trying to study men. 
"Go on with your mission which your courageously embraced and be certain that nobody would 
interfere in your mission and not even a tick would bite you. So you have to focus only on your 
mission proper and and not be distracted by side worries. 
"I have chosen you as my apostle and ambassador of the Father, our Father. "Each of you is given 
a mission, but that mission burden is according to one's shoulders.But even in this case this 
burden is placed only if one freely desires to shoulder it. You did accept the mission of being my 
apostle and the ambassador of the Father. I commend you for this. And I authorize you to bravely 
carry on my gospel, even the extended gospel that you had started to preach. And I give you My 
power to heal those who have faith in Me and the Father. 
"I do prepare you for another mission, even a bigger one. But now I cannot disclose it yet for you 
might be too scared to know about it. Just study the people and be about Father's business." 
I also noticed another colored light, some three hundred yards away from Jesus's luminous image. 
It was smaller and not that bright, since it was colored - red, green yellow. But it was exactly the 
the same colors that I had previously seen having taken that ligtht for a flying dish changing 
colors. I asked Jesus what it was. And He explained to me: "This is the manifestation of the 
Mother Spirit of the Universe. You have also seen it above Vilnius when you were mistakenly 
interpreting it for a flying object from another planet. I do desire to show you that we always 
work in harmony as One in the Father but we are two separate persons and two separate 
personalities. Now you see the Mother Spirit Manifestation as the one separate from mine. But in 
action we are always One." 
After some time the colored image rose above the fores trees into the air. And still later I was 
seeing it very high above my head as I had used to see above Vilnius. But with Jesus my 
communication lasted till 2a.m. when He said to me: "And now your body needs some rest for 
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tomorrow shall be a hard day for you. Rest in peace. You are carefully guarded." 
And for the first time I slept so well. I fell asleep on one side and woke up lying on the same side. 
Oh, that was an experience... And only then did I recall my Thought Adjuster's remark - even 
before the tour - that I must get ready for some unexpected encounter during the tour. I was 
expecting some encounter either with midwayers or even with angels but with Michael, NO NO... 
All this surpassed all my expectations... 
And in one small city there was an episode when a drunk man was passing by and I called him to 
my table. He appeared to be a very rude and crude guy of fifty-three and who had served a fifteen-
year term in prison. He was shouting at and threatening passers-by. And he tried several times to 
hit my face with his fist but each time he was stopped by some unssen brethren, and each time he 
failed to raise his fist against me and each time he kept complaining and wondering as to why he 
could not raise his hand, something was stopping him from doing it even though he had never 
experienced this type of a thing before. 
Such is the experince of Jesus's and His partner's appearence to me at midnight and in the field 
surrounded by the forest on my tour around Lithuania in promoting the Urantia Book and 
preaching the gospel of Jesus. This tour was possible to donation from the people. I am grateful 
to them and first of all to God, since it is thru them that He provided the funds to enable me to 
take this news of the Revelation and a living Jesus to many people. 
I am also adressing the issue of donations to you as well. If you feel inclined to support my 
endeavors in taking the sipritual light to people who are thirsty of the word of God and who 
would never read the UB, and contribute to this light as well by regularly supporting my physical 
sustanence. The sum does not count as counts your open heart and sincerity. But you may address 
this issue to your Thought Adjuster and make an agreement with the Thought Adjuster as to how 
much you may regularly support my spiritual service. 
Please, remit the funds to: ALGIMANTAS JOKUBENAS account no. LT057044060001373528 
in the bank of the city of Vilnius, Lithuania, SEB VILNIAUS BANKAS AB, VILNIUS, SWIFT: 
CBVI LT 2X, thru one of the correspondent banks depending upon the currency remitted: in USD 
- AMERICAN EXPRESS BANK, New York, SWIFT: AEIB US 33 DEUTSCHE BANK 
TRUST COMPANY AMERICAS, New York, SWIFT: BKTR US 33 JPMORGAN CHASE 
BANK, New York, SWIFT: CHAS US 33 CITI BANK, New York, CITI US 33 THE BANK OF 
NEW YORK, New York, SWIFT: IRVT US 33 
SWIFT, as far as I understand, is used by all the world banks, instead of their post addresses. 
Each bank has its own SWIFT and because of them they can find which bank must receive the 
money remitted. The banks do not place bank accounts of each of their individual clients in a 
foreign bank. 
Instead they have their own correspondent banks thru which they deal, thus once the 
correspondent bank receives the money remitted to SEB VILNIAUS BANKAS AB and once the 
account no. of an individual is given then SEB VILNIAUS BANKAS AB itself is directing this 
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money to the account provided by the sender within it. 
Anyway, the most important thing is my bank account no, the name of my bank and its SWIFT. 
Even though it might, at first sight, sound complicated, but it is not at all. Or you may send me a 
traveler cheque. My mailing address is as follows: ALGIMANTAS JOKUBENAS 5-1 
VYKINTAS str. LT-2004 VILNIUS LITHUNIA 
If there is a will there is a way. Peace be upon you. 
With brotherly love, Algimantas 
 
This concludes my report for this year.
Respectfully submitted,
David Kantor
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Interfaith Committee Report

August, 2005
 
The Interfaith Committee will enjoy a conference in Las Vegas, Nevada August 12th – 16th. 
We’ll be working together cooking a delicious meal for all of the conference attendees. I have 
asked David Nelson, who is on the board of the Kansas City Interfaith Council, to speak on a 
panel at the Las Vegas conference and he has agreed. 
 
We are co-sponsoring with the Urantia Foundation, two youths for this Interfaith conference. 
They are Tamara Wood of Chicago and Amee Majors of Idaho. Ashlee Piece of Utah will also be 
joining us but not as a sponsored youth. The intent is to help create a strong youth force in the 
arena of Interfaith that we will endeavor to support.
 
I have approached the above youth and asked them to join in our conference calls, meet with us, 
and work to define their own path for Interfaith work. And if they find this work a rewarding 
path, to  join us on our committee or as adjuncts. I have promised them our support in their 
creativity, energy, and individuality. Our goal is to get the youth moving with us in their own 
way.
 
Peter Lawrence has agreed to join the committee, replacing Richard Omura. Peter has decades of 
experience in Interfaith, helping found NAIN (National Alliance Interfaith Network). His 
experience will enhance this committee and he will be a strong personality in our work. He is 
currently speaking and facilitating workshops in different areas of the country.
 
This committee is working to define itself, as a group, and as individuals. 
 

Gene Narducy is working on a video concept of stories in the Urantia Book.
Charlene Morrow is focusing on book fairs at Interfaith Events.
Peter Lawrence is sharing his work, “Beyond Interfaith.”
I’m working on Interfaith Conferences.

 
I have met with the Kansas City Interfaith Council and have asked to work with them promoting 
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conferences together. There is a strong possibility Kansas City will host the 2009 NAIN 
conference and I have asked them to begin working with me to make it a reality. I am also 
working with William Jewell College to host Interfaith/Urantia sponsored events. It is a beautiful 
campus and affordable.
 
We’re growing into a strong committee; I’m encouraged by the interest and enthusiasm of the 
youth. This is definitely a focus I’ll continue to pursue.
 
Susan Cook
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Interim Report from Agustin Arellano 
Autumn, 2005

Lima, Peru

I got here after a delay of 9 hours but got on the road soon. This time got readers from Chiclayo the 
northest to Ica, and some new leaders I got books but not enough as usual even though I carried 100 
pounds this time.

Yesterday I got an interview on a TV channel to be aired this morning.  But some people at the board of 
directors in the tv channel are from the Opus Dei organization and decided not to show it.

We have today the last meeting and it was a great time to spend with these readers for the first time.   I 
feel we got good feedback and things are going faster here.

I Visited Mauricio Villacrez even though he is not interested now in the UB he will be back as soon as he 
finishes school.  I i! ntroduced him to outside readers.

Ivan Franco is the most enthusiastic leader now is a 20 ys old reader and he will start traveling to the 
neighbouring towns in march.  He is now preparing for the task. 
 
I have him in a wainting list for the trip to Bolivia since it would be good that he meet more readers from 
other countries and start doing work there too.
A friend from the hotel I got 3 years ago, Silvana Andrade, decided to start a group and also she will be 
helping any reader coming here in the future with a good 50% discount at the hotels and the connectuions 
to do the meetings.  She is a new mom got twins two months ago and was very interested in the 4th part 
to share with her family and friends. 
 
I gave most of the readers at least a poster of Ken Raveills since I could bring only 20 without paying 
taxes, already paid for the weight since I have only 50 Lbs. allowed.

Will leave tonioght for Bolivia to attend their first national gathering will send you news from there.
Love
aguz
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Interim Pipeline of Light Report 

December 2005

 

Dear Friends,

 

It is with great satisfaction that I present this progress report on 

the activities of the Pipeline of Light volunteers.

 

During last summer's General Council meeting in Pennsylvania, 

Fellowship councilors agreed to reclaim the administration of the 

Pipeline of Light.  Since August, we have:

 

1. established protocols for receiving donations and placing books

2. developed a working relationship with Tamara Woods, who ships 

Pipeline books directly from Foundation offices

3. raised $5082, slightly more than half of our goal for 2006

4. sent 24 books to individuals in Nigeria, Pakistan, Costa Rica, 

Malaysia, and Myanmar
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5. Shipped 70 books to contacts in Chile, Argentina, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Colombia, and Venezuela, in preparation for

     Agustin Arellano's travels to study groups in those countries 

during the first three months of 2006

6. shipped ten books for placement in Costa Rica

 

Next quarter, we plan to raise Pipeline awareness and donations through 

the development of a "cosmic" cookbook, which should be wonderful 

fun... more on that in the next report.  I have also received an offer 

from Saskia Raevouri to put her fundraising skill to work for us.

 

Will you please bring this report to the next meeting of your society 

or study group, and put us on the agenda for next year's budget?  Many 

thanks to those societies and individuals who have been able to help us 

with this work over the past several months!   Donations can be sent 

to:

 

The Urantia Book Fellowship

PO Box 4583
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Grand Central Station

New York, NY  10163

 

It is a great joy to be involved in the spread of the revelation to the 

corners of the earth!  Wishing you peace and productivity in the New 

Year,

 

Michelle
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