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1985 PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO  
THE GENERAL COUNCIL of  
URANTIA BROTHERHOOD 

John Hales 

June 29, 1985

This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of URANTIA Brotherhood. We are a young organization with 
a past history of service and a future of great potential. We are a group of individuals of great diversity, 
but we come together in unity of purpose -- through the dissemination of The URANTIA Book and its 
teachings we wish to help bring man closer to God and God closer to man.

Having been given the gift of the fifth epochal revelation we have the serious yet joyful responsibility to 
foster the new and expanded revelation of the true nature of our loving heavenly Father. To this end 
URANTIA Brotherhood was created as an organizational-tool to help mobilize the creative energies of 
increasing numbers of truth-seeking mortals who desire to know God, do his will in their lives, and 
increasingly live the spiritual truth they proclaim -- to bear spiritual fruit.

While The URANTIA Book itself is not an end, it is a most important means to an end. This is not to 
infer that we see ourselves as a chosen people, having special favor before God. Rather have we chosen 
to be of service to God. There are many organizations with a similar purpose. They, too, are made up of 
God-knowing individuals.

Considering the history of our planet, Urantia: there are probably now functioning many types of 
emergency groups of spirit-led men and women throughout the world, and among all nations, which are 
carrying on vital tasks. Among these groups none can have a more solemn obligation than our group. 
We have been called to the great work of taking the first steps in offering to mortal man a new light, a 
new revelation, of the love of God.

Lest we begin to think this is an easy task accomplished by an organ-ization, we are reminded on page 
1466, "Man must become hungry for truth as a result of the experiences of living, or he must desire to 
know God as the result of contact with the lives of those who are acquainted with the divine Father 
before another human being can act as the means of leading such a fellow mortal to the Father in 
heaven. If we know God, our real business on earth is so to live as to permit the Father to reveal himself 
in our lives, and thus will all God-seeking persons see the Father and ask for our help in finding out 
more about the God who in this manner finds expression in our lives."

At the organizational level, URANTIA Societies, through the recent meeting of the Triennial Delegate 
Assembly, have elected fourteen members to the General Council, nine of whom are new members. The 
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Council gives direction to Brotherhood activities. It goes without saying that each member of the 
Council approaches this task with sincerity of purpose and thoughtful enthusiasm.

All of you have copies of reports of officers, departmental chairmen, and field representatives. Having 
read them thoroughly you will have the chance to ask the questions you have following the completion 
of my report.

As your President I can say that it has been an eventful year. our work has moved forward in many 
areas. However, some events brought with them a measure of sadness and personal disappointment. 
What follows is a review.

An Ad Hoc Committee on developing a philosophy statement for URANTIA Brotherhood was 
established at the last Council meeting. Chairman Peter Laurence has worked with his Committee 
members over the past year by phone and mail and included a two-day meeting in Chicago in early June. 
He will be telling us some of the results of the Committee's efforts. . t

Office work at URANTIA Brotherhood headquarters has increased. It has become evident that there is 
need for an additional full-time worker with the increased workload. This was made clear when Marian 
Rowley was out of the office for two months due to a back sprain -- roughly November and December. 
On short vacations it is possible for the staff to cover for another worker. It became increasingly obvious 
that Marian was doing the work of at least two people. We do make use of volunteer staffing, but this is 
not an adequate permanent solution. We continue to plan and implement programs which automate 
office work with the use of our computer. The staff is increasing its knowledge and application of this 
useful tool.

I think we all can be well-pleased with the Spanish translation fundraising campaign. Financially the 
goal of $350,000 has for all practical purposes been reached. A recent meeting in Chicago called by 
URANTIA Foundation brought together a representative of the translation company along with some of 
those who will be involved in the checking of the translation to discuss some of the details of how the 
work flow will progress once the translation effort is underway. We all should be aware that this is a 
strenuous undertaking and a commitment of not only resources but great amounts of personal time on 
the part of volunteers.

The eighth printing of approximately 25,000 copies of The URANTIA Book was completed in 
September. In February it was noted that an error had been made in the printing when two pages in the 
table of contents, xliii (43) and lxiii (63), had been transposed. The printer was notified immediately and 
the Foundation began negotiations to have the printing corrected at the printer's expense. Meanwhile, the 
Brotherhood stopped book shipments and notified its customers of the lack of books. The printer agreed 
to the Foundation's terms and by May 15 we had 5,000 corrected copies available for shipment. In two 
working days we shipped approximately 1,000 books to fill back orders. It should be noted that in 
response to our notification to customers only about five canceled their orders and several of these were 
reinstated. The remainder of the printing has now been hand-repaired and reboxed.
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We continue to work at increasing the broader distribution of books. After great effort we were able to 
convince Ingram, this country's largest distributor, to stock The URANTIA Book. Sales to them began 
in February and they have been ordering at a steady rate. We continue to seek out additional wholesale 
outlets.

As you are aware, there were vacancies on the Foundation Board. It was gratifying to see the Foundation 
appoint two highly qualified individuals as Trustees -- Mrs. Gloriann Harris and Mrs. Helena Sprague. 
They will certainly contribute greatly to the work of our sister organization.

In January rumors began to circulate that "new" messages about war were being received in Clayton, 
California. This later was confirmed when Carolyn Kendall returned from a vacation in that area. The 
details of this episode were covered in a letter to all Society Presidents and Councilors April 23. At the 
April meeting of the Executive Committee, Carolyn resigned from the General Council and therefore as 
Vice-President of the Brotherhood. The Executive Committee accepted the resignation with the 
recognition that Carolyn has felt she has always acted in the best interest of the Brotherhood. While I am 
saddened by these events, I commend Carolyn for making a most difficult personal decision and the 
Committee for facing the issues involved.

I have received letters from two societies which requests that the Council consider further action which 
may be taken in response to events of the last eighteen months. I share these letters with you now.

On the international level some forward strides have been taken to build bridges of fellowship and 
understanding. Last fall at the invitation of Jacques Dupont, Berkeley Elliott, Chairman of the 
International Fellowship Committee, and I visited France. It was an opportunity for French readers to 
meet Berkeley and also to tell her of their activities in forming study groups and disseminating the 
URANTIA teachings. More recently, a tour group of URANTIA Book readers on their way to the Holy 
Land stopped in Paris to provide the opportunity to host our French friends for an evening together at a 
local Paris restaurant. I cannot emphasize enough how important these personal contacts are in bridging 
cultural differences.

I also wish to report having been in communication with the Foundation on: the Brotherhood's 
recommendation to reproduce textbooks; dust jacket revision; errata sheet to The URANTIA Book; 
machine readable form of The URANTIA Book.

This is a summary of the major activities of the past year. The Committee reports give greater detail. If 
the Council feels discussion is needed on anything in this report, time will be provided.

I wish to thank all of you who have assisted in the organizational details in my responsibility as 
President. My special thanks to Marian Rowley, to my fellow officers, and Executive Committee 
members. It has been a pleasure serving with you all and I look forward to our continued working 
together in whatever capacity that may be.
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Respectfully submitted,

John W. Hales President

JWH/bs  
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1985 Annual Report of the Domestic Extension Committee 
Harry McMullan 

During the preceding year, the committee has worked in three areas:

1) The Library Gift Book Program. At the time of last year's report, 425 books had been distributed; the 
count is now 526 books. 142 volunteers are helping with this project. We have somewhat depleted our 
pool of willing volunteers, in that most of them have already placed books in the libraries near them and 
we have therefore purchased a mailing list of 3,000+ libraries and will be sending each of them an offer 
of the book. The letter is prepared and ready to go out as soon as 8th Printing books are available to 
enable us to respond to acceptances. I wish to particularly thank Tom Allen for his work as coordinator 
of this project.

2) The Study Group Fellowship. The First Edition of the Directory became available subsequent to last 
year's report and contains 237 groups and comprising 1,095 members. We intend to update the Directory 
before the end of the year. We have received considerable appreciative response on the Directory from 
members in the more isolated areas.

3) Name change. As previously reported, for years our committee has felt its name to be parochial, and 
specifically that the word "Domestic" incorrectly implies the Brotherhood to be a U.S. rather than an 
international organization. At its meeting last summer, the committee voted to change its name to the 
"Extension Committee" as an interim step prior to a needed realignment of function with International 
Fellowship, so that both committees would operate internationally - Extension in "extending" out to new 
readers and Fellowship in "fellow- shipping" existing readers. The Executive Committee is moving 
ahead on this matter and will doubtless report in due season.

As a thought for the future, I hope that our committee will be able to develop a study program for new 
study groups, to emphasize personal spiritual growth based on the insights of The Urantia Book, perhaps 
similar to Alcoholics Anonymous' "12 Steps." If well done, this could give beginning groups a place to 
start, and a feeling of direction in their study, to carry them through to the point at which they are able to 
chart their own course. Part of this should be a well-developed program of getting new readers through 
personally introducing others to the book. Any thoughts?

I wish to thank our members David Kulieke, CeCe Forrester, Mary Schlueter, Tom Allen and Waldine 
Stump for their work during the past year. We all appreciate the opportunity we have been given to help 
serve the Brotherhood.

Respectfully submitted, Harry McMullan, Chairman  

file:///C|/Users/Kabali/Desktop/BB19850801_B_03.htm (1 of 2)7/7/2007 6:39:15 PM



file:///C|/Users/Kabali/Desktop/BB19850801_B_04.htm

1985 REPORT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE  
TRIENNIAL DELEGATE ASSEMBLY 

Marian Rowley 

Each year the work of this office increases a little, as we are growing slowly but surely. Most of the 
work is routine, for example, handling most of the money which is received, recorded, and deposited. 
There is also the job of handling sales and records of the Study Aids for Part IV and the Concordex, 
which we hope to be selling again in August. Some of the work. including the mailing list, is now being 
put on the computer, which takes it out of my hands.

Letters to be answered consist primarily of requests for names of people in the writer's vicinity, which 
quite often we are able to give, thus putting readers in touch with each other. The second category of 
letters is how to get the book and other material about the book and the organizations.

No new societies have been chartered this year. The total now stands at 14. As of December 31, 1984, 
there were 741 society members and 213 members-at-large - a total of 954. Thirty-one of the members-
at-large are international.

We have four paid employees (two full-time, one part-time, and one retired). They are John Hales, June 
Fain, Beth Surface, and Anna Rawson. Gloriann Harris, our accountant, is an independent contractor. 
There are two regular volunteers, Marian Rowley and Helen Carlson. There are also other volunteers 
who help occasionally in getting out large mailings, such as the Bulletin and solicitation letters.

The mailing list increases steadily and now numbers about 4,025, up about 175 from last year. The 
subscription slip for the Journal which was enclosed with the Spring Bulletin brought in a large number 
of new subscriptions, but it also brought about 150 renewals from people who already had paid-up 
subscriptions. In those cases, we simply extended the subscriptions. Almost all were for 3 years so a lot 
of people are paid up to 1988, 1989, and one even goes to 1990. The figure now stands at about 700 
subscriptions.

As- you know, a solicitation letter was sent out November 19, 1984, by the Finance Committee for 
operating expenses for 1985. A report was made and presented to the Executive Committee as of March 
31 showing responses. Following is a brief summary of the results:

98 (13%) of society members pledged $43,743 44 (21)) of members-at-large pledged 12,750 $56,493 
Total members367 (12%) of non-members pledged 39,873 Total pledged $96,366

All figures were down from last year - both the number pledging and the amount pledged. The total was 
divided, giving 53% to the Brotherhood and 47% to the Foundation. Last year the two were exactly 
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even. The Brotherhood figure of $50,973 amounts to only 32% of our 1985 budget, which was also less 
than last year. A follow-up letter was sent May 22, 1984, and returns are now coming in as a result of 
that.

This has been a stressful year for several reasons, but we have managed to survive, as always - and look 
forward to the future!

MTR 5/9/85

Marian Rowley, Secretary-General  
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1985 REPORT OF THE  
INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE OF  

URANTIA BROTHERHOOD 
Berkeley Elliott 

The International Fellowship Committee participated in the General Conference at Green Lake, 
Wisconsin for the week of August 11-17, 1984. We had two panels -one directed by Martin Peng who 
asked the participants' answers to the group of questions prepared by the Montreal, Canada group. The 
other panel was directed by Mary Snider. Geri Johnson from Saudi Arabia told of the people, their 
religion and customs. Ralph and Betty Zehr - who had lived in Africa for 3 years - shared some slides 
and told of their experiences in that Country. Avi and Lila Dogim -one born in Israel and the other in 
Russia, shared some of their knowledge and answered many questions. Deborah Foster ended the too-
short meeting with a touching true story. We surely have lots to learn about the people of this planet! 
Andre des Bois-Francs was our International speaker at the Conference.

John Hales and I flew to Paris, France September 18-25, 1984 and stayed at the home of Jacques 
DuPont. We met with approximately 30 readers of The URANTIA Book and had some great 
discussions. We hope communications were improved and we feel confident loving fellowship was 
enjoyed. Bob and Adele Plamondon were visiting from Montreal and they were a great help with 
translating. Henry and Balk Beggemann came from the Netherlands; Fernand DeVinck from Belgium; 
Gene Royer from southern France, and Nigel Hornby, from Sweden, in addition to local people.

Final checking is now being done on the five brochures in French and Spanish. Three will be done in 
Mexico - in Spanish - and the French- will be done in Chicago. The two owned by the Foundation will 
be done in Chicago, in both Spanish and French. Hopefully these will be available sometime this year.

The "Selection Committee" - Douglas Fraser, Richard Prince and Martin Myers -selected the translating 
company to translate The URANTIA Book into Spanish and the Andite Corporation was formed as a 
subsidiary of URANTIA Foundation. The Finance Committee of the URANTIA Brotherhood has raised 
the funds necessary for the printing and final plans for the translation should be worked out in the near 
future.

The International Fellowship Committee met in Los Angeles February 15-18, 1985 at the Sheraton Plaza 
La Reina Hotel. Ronald Louie from Vancouver, B.C.; Martin Peng from Oak Ridge, TN; John Hales, 
President of URANTIA Brotherhood; John Hay, Carol Setters, Cheryl Prince, Paul Snider; Francyl 
Gawryn and Marian Rowley, as well as 5-members of our Committee (Richard Prince, Mary Snider, 
Julia Fenderson, Marvin Gawryn and I) were present. In less than a month after mailing 1400 letters to 
multi-lingual university libraries around the world, we had received 9 requests for URANTIA Books for 
their libraries. We have now received about 30 requests. We are very excited about this. We discussed 
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the possibilities of an "eastern" translation, possibly Chinese, and did some work on "guidelines" which 
we hope to complete and 'share with interested International groups in the future. The letter to libraries is 
now being translated into French so we might offer the French Translation to French-speaking 
Countries. After 2 days of meetings we were hosted to a dinner party at Dorothy Elder's home by the 
two URANTIA Societies in the Los Angeles area. It was great seeing and visiting with everyone.

May 11, 1985 - Twenty happy URANTIA Book readers will leave for Paris. We will meet with and 
have dinner with readers in that area, before leaving for Florence, Rome, Israel and Egypt. A girl from 
Finland will join us for three days in Israel, which will be exciting. Actually, we have friends joining us 
in Paris, in Rome, in Israel, and in Egypt.

I want to express deep appreciation to Martin Myers, former Chairman of this Committee; Marian 
Rowley and John Hales, from headquarters; my Committee members; and the entire Executive 
Committee for their willing and much needed assistance this past year.

Sincerely,

International Fellowship Committee

Berkeley Elliott, Chairman  
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1985 REPORT OF THE  
FRATERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE OF  

URANTIA BROTHERHOOD 
Dan Massey 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize, on behalf of the entire Committee, the contributions of 
our previous Chairman, Dr. Meredith Sprunger, who resigned from the Chairmanship last Fall and 
retires from the Committee this Summer. This retirement concludes the process by which Meredith has 
gradually disassociated himself from formal organizational responsibilities within URANTIA 
Brotherhood, to be free to pursue his personal initiatives in dissemination of and ministry through The 
URANTLA Book,

Throughout his long and Illustrious association with URANTIA Brotherhood, Meredith has been 
recognized for his frank and honest opinions on the changing issues of the day, for his unique and 
insightful commentary on the relation of the Book to contemporary "mainstream" Christianity, and for 
his excellent and timely theological commentary on matters Urantian. A dedicated supporter of group 
action beyond mere group debate, Meredith sensitized a generation of readers to the concept of 
"outreach" in its many forms and manifestations.

We have all been enriched by our friendship with this man and by his years of unselfish service to 
URANTIA Brotherhood.

Almost twenty-two years ago a debate began within the Fraternal Relations Committee. The opposing 
sides of this debate have polarized the thinking of the Committee and the Brotherhood to the present 
day. The essence of this debate is the manner in which the Brotherhood can best satisfy two apparently 
conflicting purposes.

One purpose derives from the Constitutional charge to the Fraternal Relations Committee. This purpose 
is to establish a relationship of good will between URANTIA Brotherhood and religious groups 
throughout the world. Many sincere readers of the Book have urged that this purpose be addressed by 
aggressive, direct, and even official contact between URANTIA Brotherhood and the leadership of such 
religious groups.

The other purpose derives from the realization of the limited degree of acceptance which The Urantia 
Book can receive at this time from most leaders of most organized religions, as buttressed by years of 
personal experience by many readers and by the traditional authority of the Contact Commission. This 
purpose is to protect the Book from extensive uninformed criticism, that it may be received by as many 
new readers as possible as a fresh experience, uncontaminated by the authoritarian pronouncements of 
unsympathetic commentators. Some sincere readers of the Book have urged that this purpose be 
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addressed by avoiding contact with existing religious groups.

For many years the Fraternal Relations Committee has sought a middle way in this debate, satisfying 
neither extreme, but accumulating experience which can now support the unification of these divergent 
purposes.

Under the Chairmanship of Jim Mills, the Committee first initiated the idea of helping URANTIA 
Societies to establish Speakers Bureaus, to provide local religious groups with access to informed and 
prepared discussants of the Book.

Under the Chairmanship of Carolyn Kendall, the Committee gradually evolved a program of presenting 
to the readership, at general and regional conferences and workshops, commentaries on the belief 
systems of world religions, on their relationship to the concepts of The URANTIA Book, and on the 
overall commonality of their concepts of final value.

Under the Chairmanship of Meredith Sprunger, the Committee began to serve readers as an interface 
between URANTIA Brotherhood and associations which they formed to engage in "outreach" activities, 
encompassing dissemination of the teachings of Jesus, as presented in the Book, and the teachings of the 
Book In general.

The common theme which unites all these activities is one of service to the readership by helping 
readers to bridge the gaps of understanding or authority which separate them from fellow religionists of 
differing beliefs and social customs. Over the past 18 months, as the Committee has sought to clarify its 
purpose and mission, the primacy and practicality of service to the readership has emerged as a key 
feature of our activities.

We now have before us the challenge of determining how best to serve.

In the final analysis, relationships of trust and good will between organizations are simply the sum and 
substance of the trust and good will which exists between the members of the organizations. Trust and 
good will between organizations is not created by joint executive flat, but is earned as the individual 
members of the organizations learn to love and to trust one another.

The task of the Fraternal Relations Committee is to assist, in any way possible, in the formation of these 
relationships of trust and good will. By emphasizing this role for the Committee, we make it possible to 
begin active outreach at a level which is practical for the readership and which will not challenge the 
established religious authorities of our day.

The Fraternal. Relations Committee will develop and sponsor activities designed to assist the readership 
in discovering and living the fraternal, ideal, to help the readership in extending bonds of fraternity to 
their fellow non-readers, and to unify the readership in purposeful, personal service to God and man.
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The Committee is currently considering how best to develop an educational forum to support 
exploration of the fraternal ideal and its effective relationship to the overall purpose of URANTIA 
Brotherhood. Such a forum would reach as much as possible of the active readership, would involve 
these readers in creation and direction of activities of direct interest to themselves, and would enhance 
communications between the central organization in Chicago and the readership.

While this program could be conducted through the traditional mechanism provided by General 
Conferences and Intensive Study Sessions, it may be more appropriate and effective to work through 
regional conferences, local URANTIA Societies, and larger study groups. The principal advantages of a 
decentralized approach are the ability to involve a broader class of readers and to allow specialization to 
accommodate local themes, priorities, and attitudes.

The past year has been a time of searching reevaluation and reconsideration for the Fraternal Relations 
Committee. We now see emerging a coherent guiding purpose for our work. We pray for the wisdom 
and humility to receive and to accept those spiritual insights which can unify us for effective service to 
URANTIA Brotherhood and the worldwide readership of The URANTIA Book.

Respectfully submitted,

Dan Massey Temporary Chairman
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