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"Everything nonspiritual in human experience, excepting personality, is a means to an 
end. Every true relationship of mortal man with other persons--human or divine--is an end 
in itself. And such fellowship with the personality of Deity is the eternal goal of universe 
ascension." (1228:3)

Much of what the members of the Charter Committee have learned from limited 
interaction together over the past year, the sense of the participants in the workshops we 
hosted last summer, and our many discussions regarding our specific work in the context 
of Urantia Brotherhood activities, is expressed in the quote above. While much of what 
we do is reactive (to the needs of groups working toward society status), looked at from a 
spiritual point of view, it is work which facilitates the coming together of God's children 
in a cooperative endeavor. In the rush of day-to-day activities, and even in the stream of 
Urantia Brotherhood related efforts, it is easy to forget that each person's conscious 
participation in the ascension plan is really the goal of our work. Societies are not ends, 
but rather, simply means to the very fellowship with God and the God in each other which 
is our real work. 

At the same time, of course, there is a real and practical aspect to this work--the functional 
mechanism for organized cooperation and consistent, wise outreach is our Brotherhood 
organization. The Charter Committee plays a role here in developing a proper set of 
Society standards to aid in the maximization of commitment (to organizational 
responsibilities) and stability to insure the orderly growth of the building blocks of just, 
fair, and dimensional participation in our work on behalf of this revelation. But in the end, 
while the organized process aids in the reasoned resolution of problems, development of 
strategies to achieve wise goals, and cooperative synthesis of opposing, but relative points 
of view, yet, we are all just the Father's children getting to know him and each other better.

An update of committee work this year follows:

Urantia Society of San Fernando Valley. This is the name a dedicated group of fellow 
students of The Urantia Book has chosen for a society to-be which made initial 
application for society status this past August 21, 1983. During the required waiting 
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period of one year before final application and chartering, this group has been hard at 
work on their constitution, having already submitted the resumes of their founding and 
charter members. Assuming that all proceeds on schedule, we should be adding a new 
active society to Brotherhood roles this fall.

2. Membership Pamphlet. As the result of our membership questionnaire, and the 
responses during our workshop this past summer, we are in the process of finalizing for 
presentation to the Executive Committee a pamphlet on the subject of membership in 
Urantia Brotherhood. This brief statement is designed to act as a stimulus for those 
persons or groups considering any form of membership in the Brotherhood organizations; 
we feel it extremely important that each person considering membership of any kind think 
about his/her motives for joining, the benefits/opportunities of membership, the 
responsibilities of membership, and a restatement of the essential differences between 
membership in our social Brotherhood versus the more important membership in the 
spiritual brotherhood.

3. Information Requests. In addition to Urantia Society of San Fernando Valley, we have 
had requests for information concerning the process of becoming chartered from:

Murfreesboro, TN Contact: Buddy Conley Bothell, WA Contact: Pat Bedell Belgium 
Contact: Marcel Cheruy

4. Constitutional Amendment. It is the Charter Committee's intention to present, pursuant 
to the support of the General Council this past June, 1982, a constitutional amendment to 
the Brotherhood Constitution, which would require that each delegate to the Triennial 
Delegate Assembly and each General Councilor shall have read The Urantia Book in its 
entirety.

My warmest thanks to the members of the Charter Committee who shall have 
accomplished much before this summer's meeting: Lucille Faw, Mary Lou Hales, Charles 
Olivea, David Renn, and Irene Sprunger.

Respectfully submitted,

David H. Elders  
On Behalf of the Charter Committee
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REPORT OF FRATERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE TO THE  
GENERAL COUNCIL OF URANTIA BROTHERHOOD  

Meredith Sprunger 
July 2, 1983 

PURPOSE AND PROGRAM OF THE FRATERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

I. Commission of the Fraternal Relations Committee

A. The description of the Fraternal Relations Committee's duties in the Brotherhood 
Constitution is the shortest of all of the departmental committees. We are commissioned 
to "foster and develop fraternal relations and good will with the churches of various 
denominations and with the religions of the world." Note the rather limited scope of our 
responsibilities. We are directed to foster fraternal relations with the religious institutions 
of the world. The broader commission to promote knowledge of The Urantia Book in our 
world is given to the Domestic Extension Committee and the International Fellowship 
Committee.

B. We have spent a generation in preparation. It is now time to start doing what we were 
organized to do. We must promote an outreach ministry to the religious institutions of the 
world. This ministry begins with individual members of these religious groups.

II. Implications of Our Commission

A. We can best contact and develop creative relationships with individuals in churches 
and other religious bodies when we are active members of these fellowships. Loving and 
patient service within these religious groups is the most effective way to foster spiritual 
growth. We would encourage all students of The Urantia Book who enjoy such fellowship 
to participate in the activities of the various religious institutions of the world.

B. The key to fostering fraternal relationships with churches and the religions of the world 
is to acquaint ministers and other religious leaders with The Urantia Book.

C. We should start laying the foundations for inter-institutional relationships with all 
religious groups within the context of the ecumenical movement.

III. Our Philosophy of Outreach Ministry
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A. Urantia Brotherhood does not aspire to initiate a new religion or become a religious 
body which furnishes pastoral, sacerdotal, or worship services as do churches and 
synagogues. The Brotherhood functions primarily as an educational-social institution with 
a religious purpose. As such, it may be able to contribute an important ecumenical 
ministry to all of the religions of the world.

The purpose of outreach ministry, therefore, is to constructively influence individual and 
group growth in the various religious institutions of the world. We would urge students of 
The Urantia Book not to leave the traditional religious bodies of their heritage and culture 
but to become active in these groups and thereby serve as a leavening influence in these 
fellowships. Hopefully, students of The Urantia Book will become better members of 
churches and synagogues and more enlightened followers of the traditional religions of 
the world.

We recognize, however, that there are alternative strategies in working with religious 
institutions; and that there are limits to our adaptability capacities and tolerances. Some 
people will select various alternative ways of working with the religions of the world. We 
would encourage this diversity and strive to assist all who are interested in evolving an 
interface with religious bodies.

B. We believe outreach ministry is best engaged in by individual students of The Urantia 
Book or by organizations designed for specific types of ministry such as The Family of 
God Foundation, The Christian Fellowship of Students of The Urantia Book, and BEAM 
rather than being officially directed and controlled by Urantia Brotherhood. Many 
organizations structured to minister to particular religious groups will come into being in 
the future.

These organizations should have no organic connection with Urantia Brotherhood. They 
will be able to serve resource, ministry, and buffer functions for Urantia Brotherhood. 
Such service groups will evolve a loose network coordinating creative outreach ministry 
to all religions and cultural groups on our planet. It is hoped that these organizations will 
not be deceptive or surreptitiously undermine the religious institutions which they are 
attempting to serve or fail to support the basic purposes of Urantia Brotherhood.

The Fraternal Relations Committee does not intend to structure the nature of outreach 
ministry for individuals or organizations but we wish to encourage creativity and diversity 
of ministry and to furnish counsel and resources for outreach service for those who desire 
it. We hope that we may be able to constructively co-ordinate outreach activity among the 
religious institutions of the world.

IV. A Methodological Approach to Outreach Ministry
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A. To lessen semantic confusion it is important to provide terminology to designate the 
various levels of communication and ministry.

First Level -- Living the gospel -- doing good as we pass by in life (Living Level).

Second Level -- Social service -- amplifying the gospel through systematic social action 
(Social Level).

Third Level -- Traditional concepts -- communicating the gospel through traditional 
Christian frames of reference or other traditional religious teachings (Traditional Level).

Fourth Level -- Contemporary concepts -- communicating the gospel using all 
contemporary resources, including bootlegging Urantia Book concepts (Contemporary 
Level).

Fifth Level -- Urantia Book concepts -- communicating the gospel through the fifth 
epochal revelation (Urantia Book Level).

B. We should engage in outreach ministry on all five communication levels. As we 
earnestly seek the Father's guidance in all of our plans and ministry, hopefully, we will 
discover pathways of wisdom in our service. Which level we use at any particular time 
may be determined by the evolutionary readiness status of those with whom we are 
interacting, the comfortableness and creativity we may feel with the various 
communication levels, and the objectives of our specific ministry.

C. The nature of the Fraternal Relations Committee's commission generally requires that, 
while not neglecting the first three levels of service, we concentrate our ministry on the 
Fourth and Fifth Levels of communication.

V. Program for Actualizing Our Commission

A. Preparatory evolutionary ministry is necessary before many people are ready to be 
introduced to The Urantia Book. The great majority of the people on our world are living 
at the Third or Traditional Level of spiritual understanding. They will need Fourth Level 
communication and ministry before they are able to receive the great truths of the fifth 
epochal revelation. Fundamentalists of all religions are usually the last to be open to new 
revelation.

1. Fourth Level communication with individual members of religious institutions. a. One 
on one relationships. b. Leadership relationships - Sunday School teachers, etc. c. 
Literature, music, art, multi-media.
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2. Fourth Level communication with religious groups and society. a. Speaking to groups. 
b. Radio and television. c. Literature, music, art, and multi-media.

B. Developing fraternal relations with religious institutions is possible for the substantial 
minority of our population who now live at the Fourth Level of spiritual comprehension. 
Those individuals who are living at the growing edge of the religions of the world, 
especially within mainline Christianity, are evolutionally prepared for The Urantia Book, 
but only a few are psychologically and socially ready to realistically consider new 
revelation.

1. Fifth Level communication with individual members of religious institutions utilizing 
personal contact and various media channels.

a. Laymen. b. Ministers and other religious leaders. c. University and seminary professors.

2. Fifth Level communication with religious groups.

a. Speaking to various religious groups in religious and educational institutions. b. 
Dialogue with individual institutions, denominations, and religions.

We plan to implement our program by encouraging outreach activity. Subcommittees 
have been formed to give assistance and resource materials for both Fourth Level and 
Fifth Level ministry. We should like to emphasize, however, that all committee members 
are interested in and engage in both Fourth Level and Fifth Level communication. If you 
are motivated to engage in outreach service, we invite you to contact either or both of our 
subcommittees. Building an interface with the religious communions of our society is an 
experimental project. By sharing our experience we hope to grow in wisdom and 
effectiveness.

1. Fourth Level outreach subcommittee:

Vern B. Grimsley - Chm., Bettina Gray, Sally Schlundt

2. Fifth Level outreach subcommittee:

Meredith J. Sprunger - Chm. Jim McNelly W. A. Van Valkenburg, Jr.

VI. An Adventure in Service

A. We recognize that the Fraternal Relations Committee will function with maximum 
effectiveness if each committee member serves at the professional level of freedom and 
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responsibility. Each member of the committee is urged to feel free to exercise initiative as 
if they were the chairperson. We should also like to extend this quality of freedom and 
responsibility to every student of The Urantia Book to help us "foster and develop 
fraternal relations and good will with the churches of various denominations and with the 
religions of the world."

B. Movements become a social reality when the truths and vision of a better way of life 
which they project become indigenous in the lives of people in local communities. Such 
spiritual growth is the result of outreach service. Pioneering ministry is never easy; it 
demands vision, courage, wisdom, and perseverance. Each of us has an unusual 
opportunity to shape the future of this planet by helping introduce a new revelation to our 
culture. Such a fortuitous event on our world comes to a generation only once in 
thousands of years. We are standing at the beginning of one of the most promising and 
exciting eras of human history. We hope you may find fulfillment and joy in sharing with 
your fellowmen the best Good News of this century!

MJS 8/10/82 
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1983 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE 

TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF URANTIA BROTHERHOOD 
Duane Faw 

The Judicial Committee's reports some good news, some bad news, and some information too equivocal 
to classify. The good news is that the past year has been so peaceful and harmonious that it has raised no 
issue requiring action by the "supreme arbitrating body of URANTIA Brotherhood" or even an opinion 
as outlined in the Brotherhood Constitution.

The bad news is that we have had nothing to do. The "information" is that the lawsuit between 
URANTIA Foundation and the Houston, Texas, faction has been decided in favor of URANTIA 
Foundation by the Federal District Judge. The Judicial Committee claims no credit for that result. It took 
no "side" in the case. It simply "found the facts" with respect to the merits of the claims of the two 
contending groups with respect to Brotherhood matters at a hearing in Houston in December, 1980. The 
matter was settled within the Brotherhood in early 1981. It took the court some time to formally 
recognize the propriety of the Brotherhood action and apply its result to the Foundation's lawsuit.

We take no pride in winning a lawsuit. We are all losers when it becomes necessary to ask civil courts to 
settle disputes among brothers because some refuse to utilize or abide by the internal machinery of the 
Brotherhood to resolve such disputes. True victory would have been to resolve the matter by our own 
internal procedures. However, when a lawsuit is necessary, it is better to win than to lose.

The Committee feels rather badly to remain idle when other Committees are holding schools and 
workshops in their areas of activity; however we have found little enthusiasm for a study of "Creative 
Constitution Writing," "How to Referee a Local Hassle" or "How to violate a Copyright without 
triggering a knee-jerk reaction." We have even thought of getting together to write some "standard 
opinions" in the hope that it might encourage someone to ask us for one., Meanwhile, we remain willing, 
able and thankful.

Duane L. Faw Chairman  
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1983 Annual Report of the Domestic Extension Committee to the  
General Council of Urantia Brotherhood 

Harry McMullan 

During the preceding year, the committee has worked on four projects:

l) The Society Clearinghouse. This project is designed to enable each of the societies to 
learn of, and benefit from, the various study aids and multimedias and other materials 
which other societies have available, through a catalogue. David Kulieke is in charge of 
this project, which is now virtually complete.

2) The Library Gift Book-Program. Prior to the end of 1982, we had exhausted our 
allocation of books for this volunteer placement project. We received Executive 
Committee permission to dip into 1983's allocation, and up to the writing of this report, 
we have distributed 287 books with 160 confirmed placements. Tom Allen is the co-
ordinator of all of the volunteer activities for this project.

3) The Study Group-Fellowship of Urantia-Brotherhood. This is the project concerning 
which your opinions were solicited last fall, a large majority of-which were favorable. The 
Executive Committee approved the project and letters were sent out to the membership in 
late February. So far, the response has been very encouraging: in the first two months we 
have received applications from 75 groups representing a little over 600 individuals who 
have committed to meet with their group on a regular basis. It is our hope that the Study 
Group Fellowship will contribute to a strengthening of our existing groups, and to the 
formation of many new ones. A listing of the groups which have joined so far is attached.

4) The Summer Study Seminars. This year our committee is again privileged to be one of 
the sponsors of our summer study session. Inasmuch as it has not yet taken place at the 
time of this writing, I can only thank our two members Mary Schlueter and David Kulieke 
who are working on it for us, and who did such a good job at last year's.

The committee has enjoyed the opportunity to serve the Brotherhood during the preceding 
year, and always welcomes any suggestions for new projects or improvements in existing 
projects. I wish to specially thank our members Geraldine Hahn, Mary Schlueter, CeCe 
Forrester, David Kulieke and Tom Allen for their labors during the past year.

Respectfully submitted, Harry McMullan, Chairman
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1983 Report of The International Fellowship Committee to the  
General Council of URANTIA Brotherhood 

Berkeley Elliott 

The International Fellowship Committee held a meeting November 12-14, 1982 in my home in 
Oklahoma City. The following members attended:

Julia Fenderson, Mary Snider, Richard Prince, Marvin Gawryn and Marian Rowley, ex officio. Hazel 
Cunningham was absent. Guests included Thomas Kendall and Martin Myers of the URANTIA 
Foundation; Douglas Fraser, Houston, TX (formerly of Bogota); and Dale & Gloria Hall, Bogota, 
Colombia, South America.

We met Friday evening and Saturday all day, then had a social with our Oklahoma Society members 
Saturday evening. Julia Fenderson shared her "Study Groups around the World" with us. A 
recommended draft was approved to submit to the Executive Committee of the Brotherhood and the 
URANTIA Foundation for consideration regarding a Committee (Douglas Fraser, Chairman, Richard 
Prince and Martin Myers) to proceed with suggested plans for a Spanish translation of The URANTIA 
Book. These plans were approved by the Executive Committee and the URANTIA Foundation and are 
now underway -attempting to make a selection of the translator.

Julia Fenderson, with help from Charles Montgomery, is doing an extensive survey of International 
readers and study groups, plus a library placement project. These results are looking very promising.

Mary Snider secured bids on translating 5 brochures into Spanish and French. After approval by the 
Executive Committee and the URANTIA Foundation, the translating was done and is now being 
checked by Spanish and French speaking URANTIA Students, prior to printing.

Our International guests at the Intensive Summer Seminar will share their Country's culture - with 
emphasis on prayer and worship. We will have an IFC meeting on Friday after the Seminar with all 
International guests invited to attend.

I want to express deep appreciation to Martin Myers, former Chairman of this Committee; Marian 
Rowley and John Hales, from headquarters; my Committee members; and the entire Executive 
Committee for their assistance and tolerance this past year.

Sincerely,

International Fellowship Committee
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Berkeley Elliott, Chairman  
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