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1977 REPORT OF THE DOMESTIC EXTENSION COMMITTEE OF 
URANTIA BROTHERHOOD TO 

THE GENERAL COUNCIL 
Thomas A. Kendall 

June 25, 1977

The committee continued its program of donating gift books to public and institutional libraries. A total 
of 13 books have been given to libraries this year.

It is felt that gift books are an excellent means of reaching truth seekers, a quiet outreach in keeping with 
the URANTIA teachings counseling patience, and allowing these truths to progress along with the 
natural evolutionary progress of our planet. Many new readers report that they first encountered The 
URANTIA Book in a library

It is gratifying also to see Societies participating in such a worthy endeavor.

The committee has continued to discuss and evaluate the need for, and potential use of, an Information 
Kit.

The resignations of Mrs. Donna Rowley and Herman Schell were received with regret as both had 
served our committee faithfully for several years.

We are pleased to welcome new members, David Kulieke and CeCe Forester. In behalf of the other 
members of the committee, Geraldine Hahn and Hoite Caston, let me say that it is a privilege to serve, 
and we welcome your suggestions.

Thomas A. Kendall Chairman 
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1977 Annual Report of Committee on Education  

URANTIA Brotherhood 
Lynne Kulieke 

This year the Committee on Education concentrated on three major areas of endeavor:

1 - the translation of the statement on The Philosophy of Education to behavioral objectives.

2 - the formation of suggested curricula for formal and informal study of the URANTIA teachings--to be 
used by societies and study groups as they will.

3 - the preparation of education workshops at the 1978 conference for all persons interested in teaching, 
whatever the milieu.

To accomplish the first two goals two Ad Hoc committees were formed. David and Sally Schlundt have 
given generously of their time and thought to the translation of the committee's philosophy of education 
into behavioral objectives. Their problem has been to reflect on what observable behavior one may 
expect from a person dedicated to doing the Father's will, and, more specifically, to the study and 
dissemination of the Urantia teachings. While this project has not yet been completed, the committee is 
hopeful of making available in the not-too-distant future, the results of its thinking.

The second Ad Hoc committee, the committee on curricula, composed of Marjorie Reed, Chuck Burton, 
and Barbara Newsom, has begun its work with zest. In order to determine exactly what educational 
activities are being pursued now in the many study groups and in the societies across the country and in 
other nations, a questionnaire was sent them in December of 1976. We greatly appreciate the responses 
to the questionnaire, which have been very interesting and most valuable to us in these efforts of ours on 
curricula. 

In addition the Ad Hoc committee has undertaken research into URANTIA education programs of the 
past. Knowing where Urantians have been and where URANTIANS are at present, will help in planning 
for the future. In its role as facilitator, the Education Committee wishes to meet present needs and 
interests, while it remains ever mindful of the necessity of provision for growth.

Finally, the Committee is preparing to participate in the 1978 conference by providing two workshops: 
the first on the universe as one vast school, and the second on the teaching methods,approaches, etc. of 
Jesus during his bestowal on our planet. In preparation for these workshops, the Committee is formally 
consulting six other individuals from across the country; at the same time it always welcomes and is 
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open to input from any interested party. Bearing in mind its constitutional charge "to find, prepare, and 
qualify teachers," the committee hopes that the workshops of the '78 conference will only be the first in 
a series of annual workshops for "teacher/students" of The URANTIA Book.

It has been for me a privilege and a personal pleasure to work with John Hales, Helen Carlson, David 
Schlundt, Marjorie Reed, and Chuck Burton this year, and I am looking forward eagerly to a fruitful 
relationship in the exercise of our task in the future.

Submitted by Lynne Kulieke, Chairwoman, Committee on Education  
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1977 REPORT OF FRATERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE TO 
THE GENERAL COUNCIL 

Carolyn Kendall 

The Fraternal Relations Committee has met during 1976-77 to consider three areas of activity:

1. We have revised the Speakers' Bureau outline of suggestions for URANTIA Societies. The committee 
drew up a plan a couple of years ago, and submitted it to the Executive Committee. Their suggestions 
have been incorporated into the new outline currently under review. It will be sent to societies for 
optional use in the future.

2. Excerpts have been compiled from Brotherhood and Foundation correspondence into a simple one 
page statement entitled, Relation of URANTIA Brotherhood and Teachings to the Religions of 
Mankind. When, or if, it is approved by the Executive Committee, it could be sent to inquirers whenever 
deemed appropriate by the headquarters staff.

3. A request went out, via the Brotherhood Bulletin, for reader recommendations of books on the 
World's Religions. Response has been moderately successful. (Writers seem to enjoy participating in 
this kind of activity.) Nearly all correspondents are telling us about the less well-known groups; the 
small sects and cults. We are not at the point where we can publish a reading list yet. Information is still 
too sketchy.

Your suggestions are welcome and. your participation is invited in the World Religions list preparation.

Carolyn Kendall, Chairman  
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1977 VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO  

THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF  
THE URANTIA BROTHERHOOD  

E. L. Christensen 

My work as Vice President of the Brotherhood continues an easy load as the day-by-day duties are 
handled by our Resident Director, John Hales. We have many interesting callers and the daily mail 
continues to occupy much of my time. I very much enjoy reading the really wonderful letters we receive 
from people located in many foreign countries as well as our own America. The Brotherhood mail is 
answered by John Hales and Marian Rowley. I have enough to keep me busy with the Foundation letters.

Our President, Dr. Sprunger, calls the Administrative Staff together monthly for discussion of office 
details, matters to be brought before the Executive Committee, and many miscellaneous items of interest 
to all of us. We all enjoy getting together to express our ideas about the affairs of the URANTIA 
movement and to receive our President's counsel and advice.

You may all be interested to know that the Foundation is considering re-designing and repairing the 
basement for needed office space for the use of both of our organizations. This promises to be a very 
interesting and demanding project but we are rapidly out-growing the first floor and need to expand.

Life at headquarters is never dull. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE  
INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE  

GENERAL COUNCIL OF URANTIA BROTHERHOOD

by Martin W. Myers Chairman 

June 25, 1977 

As The Urantia Book begins to spread throughout the world and interest in its teachings 
appears in other lands, the scope of the opportunity for service of the International 
Fellowship Committee and of Urantia Brotherhood is coming into clearer definition. The 
Brotherhood appears to be still in the very early stages of development, as it may be for 
some time, and there is not a great deal of activity requiring the active involvement of the 
International Fellowship Committee on a grand scale. Indeed, for the moment, the day-to-
day international work is being carried on most ably by Christy, the Resident Director, 
Henry Begemann in Europe, others specially authorized to carry out particular visits, and 
by the international contacts of the readers of The Urantia Book including those who may 
not be organizationally linked with the Brotherhood but whose purposes are entirely 
consistent with and complimentary to those of Urantia Brotherhood.

The International Fellowship Committee during its one meeting this year in October of 
1976 discussed its responsibilities and agreed that we should aim towards becoming good 
coordinators ready to help those requesting it and working with those who wish to co-
operate with Urantia Brotherhood, perhaps some time wishing organizationally to become 
a part of it.

The committee feels that we should act as good gardeners cultivating where the soil will 
support genuine interest in the teachings and friendly and ennobling mutual association 
and co-operation. Consistent with the general approach of Urantia Brotherhood, we wish 
to be enablers, leaveners.

In carrying out these goals, the committee believes it is helpful that we encourage face-to-
face meetings with fellow readers from other lands as much as possible, and that 
committee members educate themselves and encourage others to do likewise, to become 
familiar with other cultures, including their viewpoints and their language.

Interestingly, the committee commented vigorously on the need to proceed wisely and 
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slowly with involvement in the international field considering only those study groups for 
society status who have, over a period of years, demonstrated organizational stability, 
maturity, a solid understanding of the general goals and purposes of Urantia Brotherhood, 
and above all a willingness to eschew provincialism, embracing a co-operative 
internationalism supported through a dedication to the processes of progressive evolution.

The committee members themselves wish to become more familiar with various cultures 
and viewpoints, presently acquainting themselves with some aspects of France: its people, 
its culture, its customs. And on a smaller scale the same is true of Finland.

International contacts in the last year or so included visits by the now Chairman of the 
International Fellowship Committee and two Executive Committee Members to the 
Netherlands, and various cities and villages in France. A return visit is planned for this 
July.

One of last year's highlights was a visit to Recloses, France, in the company of Henry 
Begemann, European Field Representative, and a meeting with the Dupont study group. 
Not only was the fellowship and study most enjoyable, but also the meeting was important 
in that it gave us a foretaste-no matter how arguably slight it might be--of what a super-
national Brotherhood can be like. We noted representatives there from England, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland, France, England, Italy, and, of course, the United States: people 
from different countries enjoying one another.

There are those who were there who begin to acquire some understanding of the powerful 
potentials contained within The Urantia Book for world-wide peace and a true world-wide 
Brotherhood supported upon a matrix of world law administered through mankind 
government, guaranteeing social and economic justice to each, and nurtured by the stable 
expression of mutual and powerful love and trust as was so well exemplified in the life of 
Joshua Ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth.

There was also a stimulating meeting of a wonderfully congenial group in Sens, France, 
composed mostly of professionals and semi-professionals in the field of medicine. This 
group is now sifting through a wide range of religious and occult writings and we hope 
eventually will develop a wholehearted appreciation of and dedication to the Urantia 
teachings and their world-wide mission. We very much enjoyed our meeting with these 
fine people.

Finally, the now Chairman of the International Fellowship Committee and two other 
Executive Committee Members also were privileged to have attended the meeting of the 
only known regularly meeting study group in the Netherlands, ably conducted by Mr. 
Begemann. Fellowship and good discussion were had by all.
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One important point I should like to make is that Urantia Brotherhood has in its midst a 
number of loyal, experienced and able students of The Urantia Book whose respective 
unique qualifications well enable them to serve as representatives of Urantia Brotherhood 
and of the Urantia teachings, not only in the United States, but also throughout the planet, 
and many times in the native tongues of their hosts. One example of the positive and 
unifying results of the efforts of one such representative mission is the continuing harvest 
of mutual understanding and co-operative association which continues to roll in, in the 
wake of Julia Fenderson's trip to the continent of Australia about a year and a half ago. 
Wherever Julia goes, she leaves better understanding and peace in the place of confusion. 
And there are other capable and qualified individuals who have demonstrated already their 
abilities for unifying our movement. I hope the Executive Committee and the General 
Council will make frequent and substantial use of the abilities of such as Julia, which have 
been honed and made fruitful through long years of unselfish co-operation and service.

In closing, although this recital of activities may have rendered this report somewhat more 
lengthy than it usually is, it is nevertheless made here in order to point up some of the 
international repercussions of the spread of The Urantia Book and further it most 
effectively shows how the international scope of the work of the International Fellowship 
Committee and the Urantia Brotherhood is more and more coming into clearer definition.

There are many positive potentials appearing just on the horizon. A wise administration of 
our trust will contribute mightily to the augmenting spiritual renaissance which will some 
day inspire the minds and fill the hearts of all mankind. We are indeed a privileged 
number at the beginning of a new planetary age. May we bear our trust well,

file:///C|/Users/Kabali/Desktop/BB19770625_B_08.htm (3 of 3)7/7/2007 3:14:31 PM



1977 President's Report to Urantia Brotherhood

1977 President's Report to the  
General Council of Urantia Brotherhood 

Meredith J. Sprunger 
June 25, 1977 

This has been an interesting and encouraging year. Interesting because of the stimulating 
dialogue which has taken place in the Executive Committee and with many people 
throughout the Brotherhood. Encouraging because of the growing openness, increased 
communication, positive attitudes, and the beginning of cooperative action In the 
Confirmatory Agreement controversy. 

It is not only Important to keep the leadership of Urantia Brotherhood informed through 
the Executive Committee Letter and personal contacts; but, we should increasingly elect 
our best people to the Executive Committee regardless of geographic location. Whenever 
social organizations become national or international in their constituency, they usually 
schedule their Executive Committee meetings quarterly and delegate day to day 
operations to administrative officers. I look forward to the day when this becomes a 
practical necessity for Urantia Brotherhood. 

Urantia Brotherhood is in its Infancy and I observe we at times suffer from the illusions of 
immaturity. Some of us are so enthused with the message of The Urantia Book that we 
somehow assume that members of Urantia Brotherhood are special people immune from 
the foibles of human nature. Our idealism needs to be tempered by evolutionary reality. 
Brotherhood members have the same normal distribution of human traits which one would 
find in any representative societal group. The Brotherhood has no special quota of saints 
or sinners. We have a superlative message to proclaim but we ourselves are made of very 
common human clay. Therefore, we should not be disillusioned when some of our fellows 
do not measure up to our Idealistic expectations. Rather, we must learn to accept, love, 
and work with people as they are in the here and now. This is a creative challenge and a 
thrilling possibility even for beings of our lowly status. 

It might also be helpful if we used religious clichés with greater restraint. How often I 
hear people talking about "Doing the will of God" or "Doing the Father's will." This catch-
all phrase, I assume, is intended to assure the purity of the speaker's motivation. As a child 
I constantly heard this expression in the fundamentalist church we attended. I soon learned 
that when translated it often meant "That which I am doing," or "That which I believe." 
Magic words like "Urantlan" or "Jesusonlan" can also take on near fetish symbolization 
when used as clichés. It may keep us a little more honest, reality-centered, and humble if 
we resort less to such ambiguous religious clichés. 
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All of us are concerned about the difficulties related to the Confirmatory Agreement. I 
should like to express warm appreciation to the First Urantia Society of Oklahoma for 
their fine cooperation with the Executive Committee in giving us specific reasons for the 
inadequacy of the old Confirmatory Agreement and to the trustees of the Foundation for 
asking their lawyers to compose a new Confirmatory Agreement keeping these objections 
in mind. The Foundation has urged their legal counsel to complete this document as soon 
as possible. 

We regret having to ask three study groups to wait for consideration of their requests to 
become societies. In particular, we wish to express our appreciation to the Dallas Study 
Group, which has completed all of the formal requirements to become a society, for the 
kind and understanding spirit in which they have accepted this delay. 

I have informed the Executive Committee and the Foundation that in all matters which are 
controversial in the relationships of societies with the Foundation, it is my Intention to 
have both the society and the Foundation deal directly with the Executive Committee. In 
this way the Executive Committee will serve as a buffer between the society and the 
Foundation. This is not only proper organizational procedure but, hopefully, will also 
improve communications in both directions. 

The cooperative attitudes expressed and the common purpose affirmed by all involved in 
the Confirmatory Agreement Issue suggest that we will eventually achieve a constructive 
resolution of the problem. It is my conviction that this extended dialogue is an essentially 
healthy and maturing experience for both the Foundation and the Brotherhood and the end 
result will be helpful to the Urantla movement. 

Nevertheless, we should not forget that these organizational and legal problems - as 
important as they may be - are only means and not ends. I should like to emphasize as 
forcefully as possible that we not allow these secondary issues to obscure or divert us 
from our primary responsibility: the spiritual ministry to mankind. 

To help us achieve greater freedom to carry out our spiritual ministry it may be helpful to 
share some thoughts on the philosophy of foundation and Brotherhood relationships. 
Many years ago Bill Sadler, Jr. recognized the difference in the basic functions of the 
Brotherhood and Foundation could cause problems and advised that these differences 
always be kept in mind and that interrelationships be directed wisely. 

The founders of the Urantla movement recognized the repercussions of the fifth epochal 
revelation required two basic organizations to assume different specific responsibilities 
and functions. Accordingly, they established Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood 
with their respective responsibilities and opportunities of service. 
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During the past year or two as the Foundation has presented a Confirmatory Agreement to 
established societies and as various individuals or groups have sought permission to use 
Urantia Book materials for study groups and conferences or desired to publish material 
involving quotes from The Urantia Book misunderstandings and disagreements have 
arisen between the Foundation and a group or the person involved. Such disagreements 
are to be expected and often serve constructive purposes. There are times, however, when 
negative polarization occurs which we should seek to avoid. One basic approach to 
achieving this end is to think through and see clearly the philosophy of Foundation and 
Brotherhood relationships. To stimulate your thinking and solicit your help in developing 
such a philosophy, the following view of Foundatlon-Brotherhood relationships is 
presented. For purposes of clarity the technique of oversimplification is used which tends 
to overemphasize differences. 

The Foundation's primary function is the publication of The Urantia Book, protection of 
copyright, trademark, and service marks. In carrying out their responsibilities the 
Foundation must place emphasis on purity of text, propriety of activities associated with 
the service marks, copyright defense, and the economic necessities which these actions 
require. The ultimate social-temporal requirement demanded by this basic function is to 
establish the authority demanded by the Declaration of Trust; and such authority in our 
society is finally determined by legal procedures. The Foundation's image, therefore, will 
take on connotations of political and legal authority. 

The Brotherhood's primary function is to organize study groups and societies and 
generally stimulate individuals and groups to actualize the teachings of The Urantia Book 
in their lives. To carry out their responsibilities the Brotherhood must place emphasis on 
fellowship, leadership development, stimulating individual growth and creativity, spiritual 
enlightenment, group dynamics, and group decision-making. The ultimate social-temporal 
requirement demanded by this basic function is to evolve an effective brotherhood; and 
brotherhood is achieved through love, freedom, and loyalty. 

The Brotherhood image of necessity will take on connotations of openness, service, and 
freedom. In the various relationships between the Foundation and the Brotherhood 
individuals have sometimes unconsciously assumed the function, methods, and image of 
the two organizations should be the same. As a result people in both organizations have 
often been unable to understand each other. The foundation may be perceived as 
"legalistic" and "dictatorial." Brotherhood societies, study groups, and individuals may be 
seen as "libertine" and "unloyal." It is time that we recognize the distinctive function of 
both the Foundation and the Brotherhood and separate their proper images in our thinking. 
Our objective should not be to make the Foundation over in the image of the Brotherhood 
nor to make the Brotherhood over in the image of the Foundation. Both of their functions 
are needed and proper. Neither organization as an organization has sovereignty over the 
other. There are priority relationships. The Foundation has ownership and control of the 
copyright of The Urantia Book, the trademark, and the service marks. The Brotherhood 
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has priority over its own organizational structure and activities. Their proper relationship 
is that of cooperation with mutual assistance and unity of purpose. 

Because people have difficulty shifting their frames of reference, it may eventually be 
found that it is best not to have Brotherhood Executive Committee members serve on the 
Foundation or vice versa. I personally hope that we have sufficient individual flexibility 
so that we can always have people who serve on both the Foundation and the Brotherhood 
Executive Committee. When we clearly see the functions of the Foundation and the 
Brotherhood as being different and that these differences are necessary and good, we will 
have established the basic philosophic foundations for supportive and cooperative 
behavior instead of antagonistic and coercive relationships I should like to see the 
Brotherhood take the initiative in defusing actual and potential conflicts with the 
Foundation regarding copyright, trademark, and service mark use, especially in relation to 
publishing literature and art associated with The Urantia Book. This could be 
accomplished by establishing a tradition in the Brotherhood which would not violate 
copyright or service mark usage and at the same time allows complete freedom for 
members of the Brotherhood We could evolve tradition in the Brotherhood of separating 
the publication of The Urantia Book from the publication of study materials or art related 
to The Urantia Book You may recall that the American Bible Society, in the main, 
publishes only the Bible. Books about the Bible and study aids are generally printed by 
other publishing houses. Such a separation might also be good in the Urantia movement. 
If the Brotherhood encouraged a practice of putting the great truths of The Urantia Book 
in our own words, we could stimulate individual creativity that would be entirely open and 
free. Sources other than the Foundation would publish most of such literature and art and 
it would stand or fall on its own worth and involve only the author and publisher. I should 
like to compliment the program committee of the Southwest Regional Forum which, I 
understand, is taking some pioneering steps in this direction, 

Even Urantia Book study aids could be published in this way Care would have to be taken 
not to use the term "Urantla" in any way which would violate the trademark or service 
mark laws. References to The Urantia Book could follow a standard nomenclature of 
designating page, paragraph, and lines and then comments or questions could follow. In 
this way aids would stand on their own feet and not involve the Foundation. It Is my 
understanding that the 1978 copyright law will give greater freedom to educational groups 
in using material for study purposes. The Foundation has also promised to work up 
guidelines to help study groups, societles, and conferences in the use of Urantia Book 
material. All of these factors could be Instrumental in virtually eliminating frustrating 
relationships with the Foundation. 

The Important thing is that both the Foundation and the Brotherhood maintain their 
special functions, establish their unique images, and both support the duties, functions, 
and image of the other. We have unity of purpose and we should constantly strive to 
actualize this unity in practice. As Brotherhood members let us cheerfully accept the 
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limitations of copyright law and the guidelines for the use of the trademark and service 
marks. Let us use our creative talent in art and literature and teaching. Let us rejoice in the 
great freedom we have in spiritual ministry. And let us get on with the real mission of the 
Brotherhood in relating lovingly with people as we share with them the greatest spiritual 
message available on our planet. 

I am particularly concerned that we act as a leaven in the religious institutions closest to 
us - the Christian churches. To augment this purpose, I have written a pamphlet designed 
to introduce The Urantia Book, Urantia Brotherhood, and Urantia Foundation to religious 
leaders who may be ready for an enlarged spiritual message. You are welcome to utilize it 
in your own ministry. Where opportunity presents itself we will want to make similar 
approaches to all religions and all people. 

In closing this report, I should like to thank members of the Executive Committee, 
General Council, Field Representatives, and society and study group leaders for their 
untiring work and support. Our 1978 General Conference Planning and Expediting 
Committee are doing an outstanding job and we look forward to a refreshing experience at 
Lake Geneva next August. As we work together over the coming year let us strive to 
actualize our unity of purpose and enjoy the warmth and stimulation of brotherhood. 

Meredith J. Sprunger 
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