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CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF EDUCATION IN THE NATION AND IN THE WORLD
ILLUMINATED BY INSIGHTS FROM THE URANTIA BOOK

by
Julia Fenderson

The assignment given to me was titled: ''Education in the Nation and World Today
Illuminated by Insights from the Urantia Book and from Your Own Experience.'" I am
very grateful to Dr. Kenton Stephens for this wide umbrella-type topic under which
I could find and selact certain areas or strands. I prefer the term "strands"
because these topics are so interwoven in this fabric called education. With Dr.
Stephens' permission I have chosen 7 strands from the immense tapestry called
education.

What is education? I believe that educators in general would subscribe to the
broad definition given in the Dictionary of Education: '"Education is the aggregate
of all processes by means of which a person develops abilities, attitudes and

other forms of behavior of positive value to the society in which he lives.'" This
is far more than the term 'schooling" implies. A thrust is given toward the idea
of developing the whole child -- physically, mentally, and spiritually.

What does the Urantia Book say about education? *On page 412.3, a Brilliant
Evening Star tells us that "The entire universe is one vast school.” That is
broad enough to suit the strongest liberal and we can consider the Urantia Book
the best education handbook we could find.

*On page 192.5, a Universal Censor states: ''The purpose of education is to develop
and sharpen innate endowments of the human mind; of civilization to express them;
of life experience to realize them; of religion to ennoble them; of personality to
unify them."

How gratifying it is to those of us who are educators to perceive the high regard

and real joy that the Urantia Book places upon education, and to what glorious
purposes and goals the total universe education is dedicated! It is a real challenge
to all of us to change the present view and attitude toward education on this planet.

Typical of that current attitude toward education is this squib from the May issue

of the Phi Delta Kappan magazine: '"Public television used to be known as educa-
tional television. The change in name was made because education has become synon-
omous with dullness." This is a characteristic indictment made against education

and it is partially deserved and we must change this picture.
Strand 1. CHANGE

But change 1s upon us -- it is here! Radical, vital, and dynamic change is de-
manded by a young society which wants relevance in terms of realistic and modern
life needs. Youth demands participation in every educational process as they know
they learn only through participation. Education should reflect its society and
society is undergoing tremendous changes. The usual reply to any comment about

the need for change in education is, ''Oh, well, change isn't new, we have always
had change." To such replies, Norbert Weiner has a useful answer: '"The difference
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between a fatal and therapeutic dose of stryvchnine is only a matter of degree."
In other words, change isn't new. What is new is the degree of change.

Postman and Weingartner show a clock face metaphor which illustrates graphically
what is happening in the communication area of change. The chart might be called:
The Change Revolution in Communication, and communication is the bedrock founda-
tion of education. About three minutes ago there developed a qualitative differ-
ence in the character of change. Change changed. (Continued on page 3)

CHART - THE CHANGE REVOLUTION IN COMMUNICATION Charles Weingarten
Neil Postman
Teaching . as a Subversive

.ﬂ-qq“*“ Activity--p.10

-

This clock face represents 3000 years of written communica-
tion. Each minute on this clock represents 50 years.
There are 60 minutes on the clock.

|
.'.|..—l"'in'-F

Written communication was very limited and slowly de-
veloping until about 450 years ago.

But suddenly about 9 minutes ago things began to happen.
i\h The Gutenberg press reached western civilization at the
: Harvard School and spread rapidly from then on.

9 minutes ago the printing press came into use in western culture.

3 minutes ago the telegraph, photograph, locomotive came into general use.

2 minutes ago the telephone, rotary press, motion pictures, automobiles, and
airplanes appeared.

1 minute ago pictures with sound, talking pictures, came in.

The last 10 seconds brought television.

5 seconds ago the computer was developed.

A fraction of a second ago the laser beam -- perhaps the most potent of all communi-

cation media -- came into general use and is still being explored for further uses.

These laser beams carry radio, television, and telephone waves.

Existing communication lines are becoming overloaded. Transoceanic lines sometimes
have waiting lists of 2-3 hours.

Lasers can carry all these waves and more. In a recent experiment, all 7 New York
television stations transmitted over the same laser. One laser can carry eight

hundred million telephone conversations - four for each person in the United States.

*This quotation by an Archangel, p.503, doesn't seem s0 far away now: The ability
to translate thought to records is so speeded up that the equivalent of over {&lY a

*Copyright (:) 1955 URANTIA Foundation - Used by permission



-3- Fenderson

million words, or thought symbols, can be registered in one minute of Urantia
time, The laser beam can transmit messages now in just a matter of seconds.

As communication is the backbone of education, we can see some far more exciting

and revolutionary changes in how we use books. In our Culver City schools we are
already using the Microfiche to aid us in very fast retrieval of facts from cer-

tain reference books. Between data processing, the computer, Microfiche, Ultra-

fiche, and other new developments, it is within the realm of possibility to have

immediate retrieval of facts from the Urantia Book in a very few years.

Research has shown rather conclusively that schools should not teach facts per se,
but should teach youngsters how to look up or retrieve facts quickly. Library
skills will soon include these fast fact-finding devices.

(Continued from page 2)

We in educaticn have noted big changes occurring in the various disciplines. For
example, if you are over 25 years old the mathematics you were taught is now almost
obsolete; the grammar you were taught is now in disrepute and considered old; bi-
ology is completely out of date,and history is seriously open to question. The

joke goes: "Assuming you could remember most of what you were told and read, you
are simply a walking encyclopedia of out-dated information."

The postscript I would add to this sad tale is that there is definitive research
to show that people do not remember facts anyway, perhaps only a small portion of
them, unless they are actively involved in using these facts. (Consider how we
would fare if a group of testing experts came in 6 months from this summer study
session and gave each one of us an exhaustive, detailed test on every lecture.)

We note that the methods of teaching and learning used throughout the long ascen-
sion trail do involve participation in the assigned task and then reinforcing

that learning by immediately teaching what is learned to one on the step just be-
hind you. 1In fact, we learn how to learn, an excellent goal for education, and one
we can use no matter what changes occur or how fast they happen. We hope to teach
what we learn here, in our local study groups in various places.

*In the Urantia Book on page 1772, Rodan states: '"If man becomes so ingenious that
he more rapidly adds to the complexities of society, the art of living will need
to be remastered in less time, perhaps every single generation."” When we consider
that indeed one generation has passed since these papers were indited in 1934-35,
and when we think of the cataclysmic changes that have occurred and their rapid
rate of acceleration right now, we know that in today's world the goals of educa-
tion must include the developing of individuals who are open to change, who are
flexible, tolerant, innovative, and who can face uncertainty and ambiguity without
disorientation. Don't those goals (which have been stated by many top educators)
remind you of the many stated in the Urantia Book, such as *p.291:3? ''Long before
reaching Havona, these ascendant children of time have learned to feast upon un-
certainty, to fatten upon disappointment, to enthuse over apparent defeat, to in-
vigorate in the presence of difficulties, to exhibit indomitable courage in the
face of immensity, and to exercise unconquerable faith when confronted with the
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challenge of the inexplicable. Long since, the battle cry of these pilgrims be-
came: 'In liaison with God, nothing -- absolutely nothing -- is impossible!'" It
is this last phrase that is so needed by this young and pressured generation and it
is coming. They are searching!

Strand 2 - EARLY EDUCATION

When does this vast, educational regime begin on our planet? Authorities agree

that it begins at birth or before. As the modern advertisements go: "Education from
birth to death" or "Education from womb tc tomb.'" But we students of the Urantia
Book know a far more glorious truth. Education is forever! And not only do we

know that it is forever, but that it is never dull. A Perfector of Wisdom presents
this description, *p.159:6: ''Zach of these billion study worlds is a veritable uni-
versity of surprises. Continuing astonishment, unending wonder, is the experience
of those who traverse these circuits and tour these gigantic spheres. Monotony is
not part of the Havona career.'" You have references, which I distributed, for many
more intriguing descriptions of this unending education which begins right here on
our planet of Urantia.

And that beginning is very important. The present exciting emphasis on early edu-
cation in our country was initiated in part by the famous studies of Dr. Benjamin
Bloom (University of Chicago) which were published in 1964 in his text, Stability
and Change. These studies, corroborated by much research in Europe, indicate that
about 50% of mature intelligence is developed by age 4 and another 307 by age 8.
Some psychologists doubt whether any amount of remedial work later on will enable
a child to develop iuntellectually to his full potential if he does not receive the
proper stimulation at the proper time.

And this right time begins very early. This research and others have reactivated
the custom of having babies stay with their mothers immediately following birth,
and fathers as well as mothers are encouraged to fondle babies and to talk and

sing to them and care for them. As I was writing this section, our Life Magazine
was delivered with an article showing young fathers helping to deliver the baby and
caring for it. Title: Fatherhood Begins the Moment of lirth. Boys are now en-
couraged to play with dolls in kindergarten and earlier, and to prepare for this
father role.

Some hospitals, especially where there are motherless children, now employ a
nurturing, motherly sort of person to cuddle and rock babies for a time each day
as this has been found to be so important in their development. (What a great job
to have. I'm on the waiting list.) One has only to walk through an institution
for children without homes or parents to note that special blank look in their
eyes which reflects that lack of loving parental, personal attention. (I don't
know why these educators and psychologists concentrate all their attention on this
need for loving attention of the early ages; we older people thrive on love and
attention, too.)

Carl Delacato of Pennsylvania and Glenn Domain have years of careful studies and

research which they maintain shows that reading skills and other learning skills
are delayed if youngsters don't go through all the sequential physical steps in
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proper order. There is much controversy over these statements, but also much
success has been achieved by students going back and taking those missing steps
and seemingly building up certain neural patterns necessary for mental development.

*0On page 531, a Brilliant Evening Star relates the importance of this early train-
ing: "The infant-receiving schools of Satania are situated on the finaliter world."
They are devoted to the nurture and training of the children of time. Further on
that same page we are told that the Mansion World Teachers maintain extensive
educational facilities for these infants. That tells us a lot!

Dr. Jean Piaget of France has alsoc brought us much valuable information on how
children learn and the origins of intelligence in children. He emphasizes the
importance of perceptual activities and how mental faculties develop only through
being used. He and Dr. Bloom are greatly responsible for the upsurge of pre-school
programs in the United States such as Home Start, Head Start, and organized Child
Care Centers funded by the Federal government. Sesame St. of national and now
world fame was funded by Carnegie and Ford Foundations, and HEW.

It has been exciting to observe and to participate in some of these programs. For
example, I worked closely with certain areas of Sesame St. where 3-5-year-olds watched
this program daily. 12 million youngsters in the United States really partici-
pated in this learning situation prepared by education experts. These 12 million
pre-school children learned most phases of the alphabet, counting, ‘ancing, sing-
ing; they learned about people of other lands; they learned geography, weather,

and many carefully checked pre-reading programs. The impact for education is
tremendous. When we consider that there is a television aerial on almost every
home from the ghettos of New York through the wilds of the Rocky Mountains, that
power is staggering. *On page 909:#8 an Archangel states that man has the power
by controlling the educational training of the younger generation greatly to modify
the evolutionary course of civilization. We have one powerful tool in television
and it must be used in a constructive way for the education of the very young, as
well as for others.

Educational Testing Service undertook to test and evaluate the Sesame St. young-
sters after one year and they found that astonishing gains had been made, and that
better gains were made by those youngsters who had watched with their mothers and

had discussed the program. We conducted a controlled study in Culver City with
non-English speaking school children. One group watched the program and a matched
group did not view the program, but took the ordinary school basic curriculum. The
Sesame St. group scored high above thecontrol group on the state school tests, for
grade one. The problem now is to upstep the curriculum for all primary grades to
care for these youngsters who have been watching Sesame St. and similar type programs.

Dr. Rudolph Dreikurs, Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry, Chicago Medical School, and
who directs the Alfred Adler Institute of Chicago, states in the June issue of the
Intellectual Digest that we have advocated for years the proposition that children
could learn within ten years everything that presently a college graduate knows,
and that we are all operating at about 157 of our potential ability. He attributes
must of this to our mismanagement of the early years of children's lives.
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Of course many of these statements arouse controversy, if not downright opposition.
The matter of Early Childhood Education disputes arise more over what methods
should be used and where this should be done, but all agree it must be done. Re-
cently California has planned to start all 4-year-olds to school this fall and

New York's Board of Regents recommends the age of 3. The famed Hewett Report by
Moore, Moon and Moore, reviewed in the June issue of Kappan, takes a strong stand
against so-called early schooling, but does agree that parents should be trained
and that children should be '"educated' at home at these early ages.

Let us note how they are handling these situations on a neighboring planet. *0On

p. 811:4 a Melchizedek relates that ''These people regard the home as the basic in-
stitution of their civilization. It is expected that the most valuable part of a
child's education and character training will be secured from his parents and at
home, and fathers devote almost as much attention to child culture as do mothers."
Par. 2 on the same page states that attendance of parents,both fathers and mothers,
at the parental schoocls of child culture is compulsory.

*Another very pertinent quotation on the same page states: '"All land and other
property used for home purposes are free from taxation up to ten times the minimum
homesite allotment.'" That would certainly help the people on our planet and would

enable young people to own homes. Further, it would help young mothers to stay
home to care for their very young children. At the present time 607% of our mothers
are vorking, which is a sad indictment of our society.

An excellent guide, as always, is to study the infant years of Jesus and how he was
lovingly cared for and trained. When the family moved to Alexandria, Egypt, there
were two children his own age in the home where he lived and 6 others for playmates
nearby. Therefore, the much-needed socialization was provided for duting all of

his early years, as well as the loving nurturing care of a devoted father and mother.

At the other end of the spectrum is education for the elderly, and for some tiwe
it has been observed that many people over 65 are going back to get a high school
or college diploma., Now the Federal government is financing these programs and
colleges are vying for them. We are planning an Emeritus program which will be
under the new Dr. Andrus. Gerontology Center at USC.

Strand 3 - CROSS-AGE TUTORING

A third strand I have selected is cross-age tutoring. There are many names for the
tutoring programs which have swept across our country during recent years. They
have been called the Big Brother programs, Cross—-Age Tutoring, and several similar
types of titles. Whatever the title, they are mushrooming in every area of school
life and have been acclaimed as very successful.

One cold windy night (yes, we do have them in California) I was called to the Uni-
versity Student Union Building to train a small group of volunteer tutors. I planned
for 20 and about 200 came. These young college students are eager to serve and
wanted to help tutor the underprivileged students in nearby high schools.

I would like to refer briefly to the tutoring program in Culver City, not because

it's the best (which it really is), but because Culver City is a grass roots com-
munity of some 35,000 and typical of small town schools all over America.
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Our tutoring program involved youngsters at all grade levels in all schools. The
program was voluntary and boys and girls of lower or average achievement were
trained to tutor youngsters a grade or sc below them on a one-to-one basis. It was
amazing what it did for the tutor as well as the tutee. Youngsters were taking
their lunch hours and time after school to go and do just a little more for their
charges. Who do you think gains the most on achievement scores? The tutor, of
course. It builds his ego, gives real meaning to his life, and then he responds
better in all areas. We enlarged our program to include senicr citizens, nearby
college students (we have four colleges in our area), as well as specialists in
certain areas such as art, music, and ‘ancing who volunteered.

The system of tutoring is used throughout the universe educational regime as we

know -- immediately teaching others that which you just learned. *A Melchizedek
tells us, p.428:#4, that morontia mortals are assigned as helpers to those of their
kind who are just behind them in the scale of ascendant life. *And on a neighboring
planet, p. 812: "...and after the first three years all pupils become assistant
teachers, instructing those below them.'" *p.1387:1 Jesus continued his education
and also taught his younger brothers and sisters.

Strand 4 - THE TEACHER

However the educators may disagree about many phases of learning, one beacon of
unanimity seems to shine through. All appear to agree on the importance of the
teacher. In very early learning this is the mother and father. In the primary
grades the teacher assumes a most important role. As the youngster grows older

he becomes more independent in his learning role, but the teacher still remains im-
portant as a guide or leader.

In the present demand by radical reformers for the ''deschooling of society' (note
Ivan Illich's movement from Guernavaca, Mexico, and other books you will find in your
bibliography), it is comforting to remember the gifted and dedicated teachers who
have kindled the desire for learning in class after class regardless of the varied
abilities and the lack of materials in those classrooms. I see too many really

great things going on in good schools to be as disheartened about the schools as

the current literature proclaims. However, all of us agree that reforms are neces-
sary.

It is heartwarming to know that the angels themselves are helping these dedicated
teachers. *Listen to this quotation, p.429:1, by a Melchizedek: '"Even the true
and consecrated teachers of time are assisted, and often attended, by these coun-
selors of the supreme seraphim.'" I know that all of us who are now teachers of
this Urantia Book are comforted and sustained by this knowledge.

Consider some of the great human teachers mentioned in the Urantia Book. There
are more than 50 who have left a definite mark in the history of our planet. Il-
lustrious teachers such as Asoka, Buddha, LaoTse, Onagar, Onamonalonton,and the
many others are listed in Clyde Bedell's Concordex and I.refer them to you for
reading and re-reading. They are too numerous to go into this paper.

Let us examine some of the great groups of teachers described in the Urantia Book
and whom we hope we will be working with some day: First, those leaders and
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superb educators, the Melchizedeks. *(p.385.5) They are midway between the highest
Divinity and lowest creature life of will endowment. *(p.385.5) "All forms of
intelligent life find in these Sons understanding friends, sympathetic teachers,

and wise counselors.'" They seem to be sort of directors or supervisors of educa-
tion in the local universe.

*The Chief of Archangels tells about them on p.387: There are over 10 billion Mel-
chizedeks of record on their headquarters planet in Nebadon. This sphere, by name
Melchizedek, is the pilot world of the Salvington circuit of 490 worlds called

the Melchizedek University. The Melchizedek sphere is probably the most interest-
ing place in all Nebadon to an ascender and never will you forget your reactions

to the first day of 1life on this unique world, not even after you have reached

your Paradise destination.

*Vorondadeks: After the creation of the personal aids and the first group of Mel-
chizedeks, the Creator Son and the local universe Creative Spirit brought into
existence the Vorondadeks (p.389) Under them the mortals secure their acme of
education regarding universe legislation. The Chief of Archangels states that the
instruction to be had in the Vorondadek Schools is unexcelled even on Uversa. (p.391)
The ascending pilgrims will be introduced to numerous new activities on these worlds
of study and practical work.

*The Trinity Teacher Sons are another great group of teachers, brought into being
by the Paradise Trinity. They are the universal educators being dedicated to the
spiritual awakening and moral guidance of all realms. They are affectionately de-
voted to the educational ministry to mortal creatures and lower orders of spiritual
beings. They conduct an agelong course of training ranging from planetary courses
up to the High College of Wisdom located on Salvington (pp.230,231)

*Much of this education is conducted by the patient and wise seraphic ministers
assisted by mortals who have ascended to relatively higher levels of universe at-
tainment, but all of this educational work is under the general supervision of the
Melchizedeks in association with the Trinity Teacher Sons.

Who are the teachers on the mansion worlds, the very next place we hope to be
after we leave this planet? And before we leave this planet, what is the most im-
portant knowledge we should have? #*We are told, p.2090:4, that "Of all human
knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to know the religious life of Jesus
and how he lived it." That quote doesn't read one of the greatest or does it in
any way qualify that statement —- it says unequivocally: '"Of all human knowledge,
that which is of greatest value is to know the religious life of Jesus and how he
lived it." As he was the greatest of all teachers, his method of teaching should
be carefully studied, and it is a joy to observe his art "as he passed by."

Then, to answer our first question: Who are the teachers after we leave this
planet? The mansion worlds, our next destination, seem to be just teeming with
understanding, sympathetic, and very efficient teachers. *First, those delightful
Mansion World Teachers, the recruited and glorified cherubim. Their number is
quite beyond the comprehension of mortal mind. They often visit the material
worlds and function from the lowest mansion worlds on up to the universe head-
quarters. They usually work in pairs. p.550:#5)
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*Then, of course, there are the Melchizedeks, the directors, and the Teaching
Counselors who are secretaries to all orders of teachers, whom we first see on the
mansion worlds. Then too there are the assistant teachers who also work on Urantia
and right now there is a marvelous corps here working for the fostering and fur-
thering of the cause of truth and righteousness. (p.430) It is interesting that

in team teaching used throughout our country, these same terms are used: Assistant
teachers, associate teachers, teaching counselors. The only name we don't use is
the name of Celestial Overseers. (I'd kind of like that name, but I guess we're
not quite ready for it yet.) *These Celestial Overseers range the whole local uni-
verse and are a recruited group embracing all types of individuals. Before leav-
ing Nebadon most Urantia mortals will be afforded the opportunity to serve as mem-—
bers of the Celestial Overseers.

This provides us with just an overview of some of the great groups of teachers who
will help us as we work and learn. We never need to fear loneliness or lack of
understanding help.

Strand 5 - METHODS OF TEACHING - WORK-STUDY PROiAMS
(References on the above topic were distributed at the study session)

Research and studies on learning have consistently confirmed the fact that one
learns best by actively participating in the learning act. This principle is used
throughout the long ascendant career. I have selected some 36 references from the
Urantia Book which illustrate this, and there are others. For example, on p.394:6,
the Chief of Archangels states: '"All the way in to Paradise the ascending pilgrims
pursue their studies in the practical schools of applied knowledge - actual train-
ing in really doing the things they are being taught. The universe educational
system...is practical, progressive, meaningful, and experiential." Amazingly,
those are four words used continually by college youth on campuses in their demands
for relevance in education.

In this time of '"doing your own thing" it is thought-provoking to read that they
can be fairly authoritative through the universe educational regime. *On p.412:5
a Brilliant Evening Star says: ''You are given a definite task to perform, and at
the same time you are provided with teachers who are qualified to instruct yau. in
the best method of executing your assignment. The divine plan of education provides
for the intimate association of work and instruction. We teach you how best to
execute the things we command you to do."

It is noteworthy that such educators as Dr. Richard Suchman known for their '"'in-
quiry approach" (where you work toward discovery) advocate methods of participa-
tion by the students. Then, too, the present popularity of "Open Education'" and
the "Free Schools" approach, which began in England and is now being utilized in
North Dakota and many areas of the United States, seems to augur an even greater
use of a more permissive attitude. However, we predict that there will be a turn
toward the methods outlined in the Urantia Book as being more practical and pro-
ductive.
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In fact, there is already a trend toward a more practical type of college educa-
tion as evidenced by such college programs as the Boston Northeastern University,
This cooperative program has 38,000 full and part-time students making it about the
largest private university in the country. Many educators have come to look on
Northeastern's work-study program as a solution not only to the prevalent financial
ailments, but because this is regarded as the best way to learn.

They alternate a semester of classroom learning with a semester of work related to
the studies. For example, a chemistry major may work as a laboratory technician;

a mathematics major as a computer programmer. It is called a co-op because it en-
lists the participation of 1,600 Boston area employers.

Culver City recently secured a Federal grant of one quarter million dollars for a
similar type of program for our high school. Culver City industries are cooperat-
ing and the goal is to provide every high school graduate with what we call an
"entry job skill." These students will work as they study and will have some job
skill regardless of whether or not they will go on to college. I imagine this 1is
going on all over the United States and it sounds very much like education on a
neighboring planet where the goal of education *(p.812:8) "is to make every pupil
a self-supporting citizen."

Controversy has raged in the educational fields from kindergarten through college
and adult education on whether or not to give grades, honors, stars on papers for
the primary youngsters, or any extrinsic motivation. Most colleges operate certain
classes now on a pass—fail basis. The opposition decries any type of competition
and resultant recognition.

*We note that the Trinity Teacher Sons conduct all examinations and tests for

universe service and "Recognition indicative of effort and attainment is granted
to all, ascending mortal or ambitious cherubim, who complete these adventures in
wisdom and truth." (p.231:3) There are many references on the use of 'Competi-
tion" and "Recognition" throughout the educational regime of the universe. (See
bibliographies) It is interesting to note that both of the practices have been
strongly condemned by certain educators on this planet in recent years. They

In all of this superb training of mind and spirit through the universe education
system we are told on p.413:1: ".,..you are forever free from the handicaps of
mortal flesh...At last you are qualified to enjoy the unified urge of a glorified
mind long since divested of primitive animalistic trends toward things material."
This quotation, written by a Brilliant Evening Star, affords great comfort to so
many of us who have had to cope with a long siege of illness.

In studying Jesus' method of teaching and his way of working, we discover more
than 100 references, and I would refer you again to Clyde Bedell's Concordex for
detailed study. The essence of how Jesus' work was carried on is on*p. 1874:
"As Jesus Passed By." On p. 1875 we read: ''Most of the really important things
which Jesus said or did seemed to happen casually, 'as he passed by.'...He dis-
pensed health and scattered happiness naturally and gracefully as he journeyed
through life...And it behooves the Master's followers in all ages to learn to
minister as 'they pass by' -- to do unselfish good as they go about their daily
duties."

*Copyright (c) 1955 URANTIA Foundation - Used by permission



-11~ Fenderson

Strand 6 - INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND THE EXCHANGE STUDENT PROGRAM

There is one place that I believe our planet Urantia has an advantage over our
sister sphere, our neighboring planet, and that is in our International Education
Programs. A Melchizedek mentions on *page 808 regarding the neighboring planet
"...a superior civilization is evolving on an isolated continent about the size
of Australia" and furthermore, on that same page he continues, they "have little
foreign trade owing to the universal hostility of their less progressive neigh-
bors." Also "that the various peoples of Urantia are not set off from each

other by such disparity of culture as separates the continental nation from its
planetary fellows."

Quite the contrary. On Urantia we have many, very well-organized and effective
world organizations in education. The International Council on Education for
Teaching meets this week in the 1972 World Assembly in London. Their theme,
"Challenge and Innovation in Teacher Education'' drew speakers from all over the
world. 1ICET is composed of individuals and groups from 45 countries of the world.
It has consultative status with UNESCO.

The widespread interest of the Federal government and universities is indicated

by the sharply increasing interchange of students across national boundaries. I
expect that every town in America is or will be involved in one of the many exchange
student programs. In Culver City there are several homes each year opened to stu-
dents from another country and these students are royally treated and taken every
place (always Disneyland). These programs have had excellent results in building
world understanding and world unity. We do not end up feeling that 'ours' is the
best or that our country is the superior place we once thought it to be. We learn
much from others.

Dr. John Goodlad, Dean of the UCLA Graduate School and one of the educational

leaders of national and international repute (right from our own city of the Angels),
has recently brought forth a very provocative paper entitled "Mankind and Inter-
national Education." A major theme he presents:is that men and women of all per-
suasions, natural scientists, writers, religious thinkers, artists, are becoming
articulate and action-minded about the mankind dilemma and the mankind theme, and
Goodlad maintains this must be carried into schools for grass roots action.

The exchange student ideas, the intermingling of various kinds of personalities,

is carried on throughout the universe educational regime. *One example of this is
seen on the Melchizedeks' home world where the various universes send exchange
students. ''The Melchizedek colleges are thronged with student visitors and observers
from other realms." (p.388:10)

Dr. Harold Taylor, an internationally respected educator, states in his book ''The
World as Teacher'" that ''the concept of education itself must now be one which locates
man in a universe described by scientists, artists and writers and in a cultural
setting as big as a globe. To enjoy any longer the luxury of defining one's nation,
one's society, or oneself in terms of pride of ancestry, social superiority or power
of destruction is not only supremely dangerous to the survival of the race but is

now intellectually and socially obsolete.'" (I strongly recommend this book which

is now in paperback. It's great!)

*Copyright (E) 1955 URANTIA Foundation - Used by permission
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*kjesus received his 'real education" we are told from mingling with his fellow men
from all parts of the world. On p.1862, in discussing his "schooling' we are told:
"Jesus bagan to make contact with human nature from the four quarters of the earth
as men from many lands passed in and out of his father's repair shop." And he in-
vited this intermingling throughout his life.

Strand 7 - NEW VALUES OF AMERICAN YOUTH IN EDUCATION

It has been a joyful experience for me to observe the change of values that the
youth from ages 18-28 hold today compared to those of say 10 years ago. I have
been surprised and exhilarated time and time again at the new depth of thinking

and feeling among these young people, not only in my classes at the University of
Southern California, but in many places such as our Urantia study groups where I

am in contact with their thinking. This youth has some place to go. They are
moving toward world thinking and mankind thinking -- they have less love of mater-
ial things and objects -- they abhor stilted convention and they have a reason!
They want to get to the fundamental, bedrock facts of life which have true mean-
ing -- and they want to get there fast. There is more jov and more love and they
are not afraid to express it. Remember that these are very bright and able young
people -- and they are Honor Corps students in their fifth year of college and they
have come from many disciplines and from many experiences to secure their Master's
Degree and state teaching credential in one year. So they are workers and superior
thinkers.,

They want classes that are meaningful in terms of true life values. They want
education that will prepare them for living and for earning a living -- and imme-
diately, not in some dim future. They discuss values and changing values and they
are very articulate. I am the one who learns from them. They have changed me and
my methods of teaching.

I always ask this question sometime during our term and ask for the answers in
written form: '"What are three of the most valuable things you have ever learned,
and under what circumstances and where did you learn them?' I assure them that
identification will be kept confidential, but that we will discuss this interchange

of ideas on values and its relation to schooling. ''Ask yourself how you came to
learn the things you believe are worth knowing!" The answers are a revelation and

arouse deep involvement in discussion.

Very significant is the fact that though they have spent 18-20 years of their young
lives in school, none of the learnings they consider of top value ever toock place
in "school," with the possible exception of one and that is reading! Even there,
many said they learned to read before entering school, as many bright youngsters
do. However, the incidents which changed their life style thinking and were of
value did occur in the social setting or milieu related to the school,which tells
us a lot in terms of the Urantia Book and its continual emphasis on socialization
and interchange of ideas with peoples of all kinds. *The paper onn Adam and Eve,
p.835, states that the entire purpose of the west garden was socialization and on
p.1363 we read that Jesus' real education came from mingling with his fellow men.

I would like to read to you a couple of answers from my class on what they considered
the most valuable learnings of their lives. Omne girl wrote:

*Copyright (E) 1955 URANTIA Foundation ~ Used by permission
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"The most valuable lesson that I have learned and I am trying to imple-
ment is that of really appreciating what other people are and their
individual wayvs of doing things. I came to realize some of these things

in a college dorm situation where for four years I had a combination of
black, white, and Chinese roommates (four in a suite). As I am of

Mexican background, the experience and theirs in this time of racial crisis
especially, reached into all facets of my life and theirs. It required
much analysis of who I was -- spiritually, intellectually and emotionally."

Another wrote:

"The importance 'to give and take' and the interactions with friends,
starting with my boy friend. The great importance of talking openly
with people, sharing ideas, experiences and problems. I cannot be a
complete worthwhile person if I isoclate myself."

Another student wrote this:

"One of the most beautiful and valuable things I ever learned happened
recently. I had been reared in Alabama and I suffered many indignities
to my soul and spirit, and then I learned that black is beautiful."

So we see and know that the truly valuable things were not found in school, but
they were found in socialization or social settings so strongly recommended in
the Urantia Book lessons. I am sure that if everyone of us had to answer that
question I asked we would all answer that of all valuable things that happened in
our lives the Urantia Book is the greatest.

Some very interesting comments on values of the young college group come from a
distinguished philosopher and writer from India, Dr. Raja Rao. ''We may be," he
says, ''at the turning point in Western civilization, and therefore world civili-
zation, because of the remarkable and revolutionary culture and philosophy being
spawned by American youth. When this youth settles down to itself 10 or 15 years
from now, you will see a change in civilization."

Dr. Rao is a citizen of India, the son of a family whose forbears have been philos-
ophers for 700 years. Educated in India and at the Sorbonne in Paris, he teaches
philosophy for a semester each year at the University of Texas. Currently he is a
fellow of the Woodrow Wilson Center at the Smithsonian Institution. He is known to
scholars throughout the world. (Wonder if he could be a descendant of Ganid and
Gonod?)

When Rao first came to the United States in 1950 and made the rounds of Columbia,
Harvard, and other universities, he said he found American youth deplorably stodgy.
The change during the intervening years has been so extraordinary that Dr. Rao

thinks ''perhaps it has been caused by genetic mutation." He said: 'The human race
makes biological leaps now and then inexplicably," (he discovered "the suddenlys')
and went on to say: "I don't understand the cause of these leaps unless it could
be mutations because it is on such a large scale." (Won't some of you Texans give

him a Urantia Book with all '"the suddenlys' marked with red ink?)
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"The young of today are more mature than you and I were at that age. Their matur-
ity gives them a wider perspective with a deeper understanding of life. They have

a revolutionary concept of education and life which has nothing tc do with com-
munism or anti-communism. They are little interested in either. They have a feel-
ing of astonishing depth and are seeking for the bigger meanings of life. Youth

in France and over Europe are copying them because they admire them. All this is
too big to vanish. Too universal.'" When Dr. Rao was asked if he didn't think

this was a minority in number, he answered: ''Lenin said the active minority changes
life. That will be the case."

Everything Rao writes rings an affirmative bell in my own experience with many
young college people. They have changed and are more mature. They have evolved
in their own thinking to world truths and world viewpoints. They seem ready for
the great truths of the Urantia Book.

*On p. 2086 we are told: ''The great hope of Urantia lies in the possibility of a

new revelation of Jesus with a new and enlarged presentation of his saving message
which would spiritually unite in loving service the numerous families of his present-
day professed followers. Even secular education could help in this great spiritual
renaissance if it would pay more attention to the work of teaching youth how to
engage in life planning and character progression. The purpose of all education
should be to foster and further the supreme purpose of life, the development of a
majestic and well-balanced personality.'

*The greatest teacher of all was Jesus and we are told (p.2090.4) that one of the
most important things in human living is to find out what Jesus believed, to dis-
cover his ideals, and to strive for the achievement of his exalted life purpose.

*in this paper on education, let me repeat the highest goal of all: "Of all human

knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to know the religious life of Jesus
and how he lived it." (p.2090.4)

*Copyright (¢) 1955 URANTIA Foundation - Used by permission





