ETUDY GROUPS
Smoothing out the Wrinkles

by Ganeg Jovoas

ALL URAMTIA Study Groups are vwirtually autonomous, and therefore

they vary considerably in their method of study - sach has its
own distinetive flavor. We have met econtinuously since 1958 an
every Monday night except those which fall on Christmas Eve,

Christmas, and July 4th. Virtually all meetings and most parties
have besn held at the same place and time for obvious reasons.

Our procedures 1is to read through the entire book zsequentlally,
and as hostess | always preside, except for occasionally when wa
have topical studies. We are presantly in our fourth complete
reaading.

Az B group we eszpecially enjoy and welcome new readers, arnd the
length of readership can vary from thirty-two yvears to "I just
heard of the book this afternocon.” [ mention all these details

to make it olear that mest evervthing that can happen at a
meeting probably has, and we have developed cartain technigues to
handlie unusual circumstances as wall as common problems. When
new readers are present we often ysubstitute a paper of more
general interest that say Paper 106, Universe Levels of Reality.
Usually we choose one of the Rodan papers, The Faith of Jesus or
Fapers 99 through 103, I'f the new reader has expressed a speclial
interast, such as Adam and Ewve, or happens to have had special
training wae might read & papar relating to his expertise. The
firgt thing we bear in mind with new readers is to make them
walocome and feel at home. Evervone makes a point of talking to
them when wa have finished reading and guite often they regquest a
farewal]l hugz when they leave. We try to bhe a warm and loving
group; as | suspect the hugs they gei at URANTIA meetings are the
only ones some of them receive that week.

Before starting the reading we have a short period of silent
meditation to get centered. We have mlso found it beneflcial to
keep 2 guest book. [t has proved a good way to get addresses and
phons numbesrs, and occasionally we nesd fto check on 2 name. 1
have also kept a list of everyone who has attended any URANTILA
funmction with the date. There are presently owver BOO nemes on
our list.

Sooner or later your group may attract an occasional person who
iz mentally unbalanced or who refusses to budge from an erroneocus
concept. In the early daws we had a |lady who communicated with
the Life Carriers, Usually she could be distrected with a2 gentle

reminder to return to the passage we were reading. Then there
was the 4teRRie-pro who claimed to have dubious contacta with
persons from other plansets. He teld us he actually wisited their
domains. Both of these people only attendaed for a few months.
Ancther interesting example was related toe me by a member from
ariocther state. Two young men arrived who asserted they were
Univitatia. Such cases are each wunique and must be handled



individusl ly. Tacst and tolerance CAET be practiced while

digcouraging discussion of their various hallucinations=
ggpecial ly while reading a paper. We have a long-term reader who
insists no mortal ever suffers extinction of personality. This
person also believes Lucifer will accept HMichael's proffered

mercy and ba rehabilitated. To avoid controversy wa have lesarned
to avold the subject, especially when new readers are present. An

unregsolved econflict rarely oceocurs, and If it should, someone
adde, "Well, it iz mors important what ¥ou are doing w~ith what
¥ou beliewe tham what you belisve.” In ordinary cases when

someonse expressses a view whiech is not substantiated 4imn the book
Wil marely ask for their reference which usually salvas the
problem immediately.

As mlways with us lowly mortals there are cnigoing ego problems.
[t is & constant challenge to balance the talkers against the
more Introverted. There 1is a woman who admits, 1l know 1 always
talk too much."” And then she does it @mgain. Fortunately this type
usually dossn't resent being reminded and gently stesred back to
the subject. More difficult is the person who considers himself
or herself an authority, snd may even be addicted to repetition.
Most long-term readers could benefit from periocdic sincere sealf-
ariticism. We have tried appreoaching the offender one-on-one or
with =& short general reminder before reading begins about not
dominating the discussion. This resulte inm 3 temporary
improvement. Our worst offender, who has graduated te the MHanalon
Worlds, did inspire the entire group to all the tact, patience
and tolerance we could muster. Some persons have lost the ability
toa change and some have never learned to do it pgracefully. At
least we are I|lsarning +the all-important lesson that the only
parsan we can change is ourselves. Evary so0 often wa hava a
confirmed fundamentalist show wp. To avolid confrontation we
emphasize Jesus' message that God is our loving Father, and
therefore we look upon all mean as our brothers.

After discussing all the foregoing problems that may crop up in a
Study Group, it is appropriate to mention the many jovs which
come from sponsoring 8 S5tudy Group. For over thirty wears my life
has been increasingly permeated with the teachings of the book.
At first ‘it enabled me to overcome the fear of death, eliminate
anxiety and begin to truly love those around me. 1t hag brought
hundreds of men and women Inkto my circle whom 1 would never have
met. At & recent mestinmg wse shared what The URAMTIA Book has done

for us. Evervone kept mentioning the word "family™ in reference
to those with whom we have shared some of the most meaningful
ralationships o©of our live, From being just ® Study Group we

became a Soociety and began to have projects and Conferences. We
beacamsa a Team that could govern itaelf by sonsensus and thus
share our book with increasing numbers of our fellow mortals. We
learned to stress commitment and purpose before inducting membercs
to our Sogisty, and recently have inaugurated some changes in our
constitution - nutablhfa reguirement to hawve finished at least
one complete reading of the book.



ha we began to love and trust each other we grew in capacity to
love and trust our heavenly Father from whom all these blessings
flow. And best of all we have become increasingly aware afftll
dwel lbdmg. in a friendly universs and no longer look upon ourselwves
as orphans of the cosmos.



