
D e a r  F r i e n d s :

A PLEA FOR MORE SN,L{LL STUDY GROUPS

react ions and helps. We are al l  working for the Father

I  want to express a concern and s orne possible solut ions for your considerat ion and reply.

I realize that any discussion should be the cornposite thinking of tnany dedicated people

and should be expressed to headquarters in Chlcago.

In early days we were advised to Jorrn thousands of study groups and Iurther,  to avoid
publicity. In this way people frorn all walks of 1i{e would beconle knowledgeable about the

Book and ready to delend i t  f rom any possible attack frorn unenl ightened individuals.

Most of al l ,  study groups i ' rdiv idlals '  l ives would be upstepped and thus able to,  in their

var ious waLks of l i Ie,  be able to grow wisely and upstep l ives of otheis.  ,

Again: THOUSANDS of study gtoups before any publ ic i ty.

My concern is that of  keeping a balance between the drodest srnal l  study grouPrs gfggl l

and the ewer-growing big conferences, I  love the joy, fel lowships and presentat ions at

these conferences and I  have always been r ight in there working for thern. However,  now

ferences. They appear to be growing at a Iar faster rate than the srnal ler in-the_hoine,

grass-roots study groups. For exarnple, we could easi ly ant ic ipate a thou6and people

attending a national conJerence in the next t,{o or three years. On the g&91-bgg1, at the

rnornent we cannot count rnore than a hundred study gro s in the whole qrorld out of rnore

than 55,000 book6 which have been 6o1d. This is obviously an out-of-balance si tuat ion.

The ernphasis should be on smal l  study groups.

Let 's exarnine Eorne possible hFothet ical  results of this out-o{-balance si tuat ion and then

set a coutse to try to correct i t .  Say that a thousand shoutd attend one nat ional conference.

Our f i rst  react ion is rrGREATrr.  Howevet,  Ietrs think this through. 1,000 corne with very

l i t t1e background and study group e er ience. There always exists a natural ,  emotional

gust ol  enthusiasrn which we al l  share. A caowd that large and enthusiast ic is newsworthv.

I  have been rnarr ied to a newspaper rr 'ar,  fot  25 years and I  know that s ize crowd wi l l

at tract reporters. They ow nothing about the Book. They can only glean a few notes

here and there and possibly f torn people who have had no deeP training and interact ion

th others at horne in sInal l  study groups. The reporter wi l l  a lso attend solne in-betweeD

1rleet ings at hotels,  dorrni tor ies, restaurants where----you can supply the rest of  the

poBsibi l i t ies. Ho\n'  wi l l  a1l  this corne out in his hast i ly wri t ten art ic les for newsPaPers or

rnagazines? You can just surnise (and Pietty accurately) that i t  wi l l  do a great di6service

to our newly organizing movernent--yet in i ts in lancy stage.

Creat credit  goes to our leadets in the Foundat ion and B:rotherhood who have so far so

successful ly kept this quiet through 20 years, I t  is arnazing and worthy that they have done

so, and we rnust cont inue their  good wotk.

Letrs work toward the goal of  thousands of study groups. My o stated goal is to be able

to repoft  at  Ieast 1OO stualy groups frorn the west at the Tf iennial  conference in JuIe I976

io Chicago. We cannot {orce study groups but we can helP organize the exist ing enthus-

iast ic individuals into smal1 study groups thus attract ing other readels and student6 a,nd

\a.e can irnprowe and upstep Present sr.nal l  groups with sparks of new ideas and helps for

i rnDToved studv.

W e  w o u l d  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u l

and in the sarne loving farnily.
L o v e - p e a c e  - j o y .

erson, Field RePresentat ive


