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STUDY GROUPS 

While the t r u th s  of the  URANTIA Book r e m a i n  a s  p r in t  on a  page,  the  r e v e l a t o r y  t a s k  

of t he  Book will not succeed .  It i s  only in mobi l iz ing t hose  t r u th s  by l iv ing example  

in t h e  l ives  of God knowing men  and women th rough  loyal and s i n c e r e  e f for t  and s e r v i c e  

: tha t  t he  revela t ion will  find i t s  comple te  exp re s s ion .  "The  world n e e d s  t o  s e e  J e s u s  

l iving again on e a r t h  in the  expe r i ence  of s p i r i t - b o r n  m o r t a l s  who effect ively  r e v e a l  

the  M a s t e r  to a l l  men.  ' I  [P. 20841 "Tru th  cannot  be defined with w o r d s ,  only by l iv ing ."  

;I: [P. 14591 ". . . t r u e  re l ig ion  i s  a  living love,  a  l i fe  of s e r v i c e .  " [P. 11 001 

"While re l ig ion i s  exclus ively  a  p e r s o n a l  sp i r i t ua l  exper ience--knowing God a s  a 

F a t h e r  - - t he  co ro l l a ry  of t h i s  exper ience- -knowing  man  a s  a  b ro the r  - - en t a i l s  ad ju s t -  

) .merit of the self t o  o t h e r s  s e l v e s ,  and that  involves  the  soc i a l  o r  group a s p e c t  of 

re l ig ious  l ife.  Religion i s  f i r s t  a n  i nne r  o r  p e r s o n a l  ad jus tment  and then  i t  bec'omes 

a  m a t t e r  of soc ia l  s e r v i c e  o r  g roup  ad jus tment .  ' I  [P. 10901 

" T h e r e  i s  a  r e a l  pu rpose  in the socia l izat ion of rel igion.  It i s  the p u r p o s e  of g roup  

re l ig ious  ac t iv i t i es  t o  d r a m a t i z e  the  loyal t ies  of re l ig ion;  to magnify t h e  l u r e s  of t r u th ,  

beauty,  and goodness ;  to  f o s t e r  the  a t t r ac t i ons  of s u p r e m e  va lues ;  to  enhance  the  

s e r v i c e  of unself ish  fel lowship;  to g lo r i fy  the  potent ia ls  of family l i fe ;  t o  p r o m o t e  

re l ig ious  education;  to p rov ide  w i se  counsel  and sp i r i t ua l  guidance;  and t o  encourage  

group worship .  And a l l  l ive  re l ig ions  encourage  human f r i endsh ip ,  c o n s e r v e  m o r a l i t y ,  

p r o m o t e  neighborhood w e l f a r e ,  and faci l i ta te  t h e  sp read  of the e s sen t i a l  gospe l  of 

t h e i r  respec t ive  m e s s a g e s  of e t e r n a l  sa lva t ion ."  [P. 10921 
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Ln h i s  p resen ta t ion  before  the  F i r s t  W e s t e r n  URANTIA Conference ,  M a r t i n  M y e r s ,  

m e m b e r  of the URANTLA. Foundat ion,  had s o m e  impor tan t  words  to s ay .  H e  explained 

.I, 4. ,,. .,. t h a t  the  e a r l y  m e m b e r s  of  t he  URANTIA Movement  w e r e  told tha t ,  "The  Book i s  being 

given to  those  who a r e  r e a d y  f o r  i t  long b e f o r e  i t s  worldwide mi s s ion .  In t h e  m e a n -  

t i m e  thousands of s tudy groups  m u s t  be  brought  into ex i s tence .  Thus  wi l l  the  Book be  

in r e a d i n e s s  to comfo r t  and enlighten the  peoples  of the  wor ld  when t h e  ba t t l e  f o r  

m a n ' s  l ibe r ty  i s  f inal ly  won and the  world  i s  once  m o r e  m a d e  s a f e  fo r  the  re l ig ion of 

J e s u s  and the f r e e d o m  of mankind ."  

T h e  s tudy group concept  i s  impor t an t  t o  the  URANTU Movement .  It i s  p r i m a r i l y  

conce rned  with t he  study of the  t each ings  of the  URANTIA Book but even  m o r e  

.)important i t  r e m a i n s  a s  potent ia l  c e n t e r  for  t he  appl icat ion of the  t r u t h s  of the  

URANTIA Book. The m i s s i o n  of t he  URANTIA Book will  n e v e r  succeed  i f  t h e r e  a r e  

j u s t  thousands  of people  reading the  Book. T h e  study g roups ,  because  of t h e i r  s m a l l -  

n e s s  and pe r sona l  in t imacy ,  s e e m  to  have the  r e a l  potent ia l  to develop in to  re l ig ious  

g roups .  When this  begins happening on a  wide s ca l e ,  the m i s s i o n  of the  URANTLA 

Book to  bring the  gospel  of the fa therhood of God and the  b ro therhood  of m a n  to  the  

world  will be a s s u r e d .  
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