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A SYNOPTIC INTRODUCTION TO THE URANTIA ROOK

I. Introdustion and Synoptic Ouerview

A. In somp ways The URANTIA Book is like Whitehead's Process Theslagy; For the initlste it is
halpful if the baaic concepta are sumnarized and interpreted.

1. The LRANTIA Book wea published by URANTIA Foundabion, 533 Diverssy Peckway, Chicago, IL
&0&15. The Baok contnina 2097 pages, divided into four asetions:

I. Tha Central and Superuniverses, 354 pages,
I1. The Locel Universe, 254 pnges.
I1I. The History of Urentis, &71 pages.

IV. The Life and Teachings of Jepus, 774 pagos.

2. Tha style and content of the book ace of high quality. It supports the basic
Judaeo-Christion theistic approach to central philesophic-religious positiens and
undergirds the best in all religlona.

F. The URANTIA Book elaims Eo be-new revelation But wo would cemind ceadears Ehat clain ar
outhority Is not an adequate philesophic criterfon of truth. The ceader should evaluste
the book entirely on Bhe quolibty of 1ta econtent. 0One can besk evaluake apiritual reality
by manintaining the critical philosophieal attitude snd applying the test of axperiencs.

B. Ganeral Introductien: Leavening Dur Religious Heritsge.
1. There iz o great nead far @ Fresh and enlarged spiritual vialanm.

2. Ono should be suspicious of revelatory claims. The acid test is thet of cohecent philp-
sophic avaluation and the progestic walidity of experience.

3. The book presenta a mature and holietie philosophical orientation. It pnlacges, enhonces,
gnd integrates trediticnal concepts ond valiaes,

4. It iz & resource, not en impecntive.

%, The URANTIA Book fe not interested in ctealting m new church or o new celigion bub in
leavening all of the traditional religious concepts, forms, ond institutiana.

C. Speoific Introductien: Teaditionnl Theology and The URANTIA Book,

1. Aevelation: Epochal revelation is pariadie, successive, and evolubionary, Inaafar as the
indwelling Spirit reveals truth En individuals, revelntion is canbtinuoua. RBevelastion
alwoys upsteps the religions of evalutian.

2. Doctrine of God: The braditional atatie and the contemperary dynamic concepts of God are
axpanded, enhanced, and integrated.

3. Cosmolony: The book presenta an expanded snd complex phyaical and apiritual cosnology mnd
an extensive hiasrarchical aysben of spiritusl adminiskrakive and ninistering personelities.

&, Christology: Jesua ia partraynd ms truly humon and Erely divine. In addition to acting ag
& madlator and saviour, he im pictured aleo as a Creator Son after the view presented in
the pralagus of the Cospel of John.

5. Salvation: All are saved who have faith in the higheat source of truth, beauty, and good-

neas (God) aveileble to them and achieve the Univarsal Father through Ehe mediating
ninisktry of Chriat.

. Doctrine of Man: Hon is a mortal een or daughter of CGod who hos great potential far bath
good and eviI.  Each person 1e indwelk by o fragnent of God which, if followed, in Eime

will lead unerringly to the Father by the wey ordeined by God the Son through the grace of
the ministcy of God the Spicik,

7. Ihe Church: Religlous institutiona are necessery and geod bub are only social institutions.
he Kingdom of God is a spiritual relationship which Eranacends soeial inatitutions.

8. Future Life: Our spiritual development iz spen s a long, gradual, and experientinl rond
gading to the Tale af Paradise at the center of the wmiverse aof universes and to the
Universal Father, Our traditional concepts of heaven and hell are seen es puecile visions
of a truly great deatiny. A future of unimoginable grandeur and service ie ahead.
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0. The basic Lheological positiona of The URANTIA Book reinforce Bhe casential tenets of mainline
Chriatianity but on o vastly enlarged wuniverse scale. In the judpment of tena of thousanda af
diserininating people; including many ministers, the book conkaing bha greateat atisulus ko
spiritual graowth in contemporary litereture. 1t eertainly mecibs critical examdnation and ava-
luation by all who are seriously interested im the Future of religion on our world.

Hany of those with a traditional theological educetion who scon Ehe Eabla of cantenta, brosas
through randon sections, and read ocessional paragraphs often srrive at evaluationa like
"aaoteric" or "gnoatic™ mnd lose interest in Further examinafion of the book. This surfaecs
appearance is deceptive. The UBANTIA Book presents e relatively complete spiritual-mindal-
material philosophy and cosmology of the univeree which cannot be viswslized, nuch less eva-
luated, by superficial examination. A conplete reading of the papars covering the 1ife and
teachings of Jasus, sona 775 pages, is probebly the minimal sampling mecessacy to evaluato Eha
quality, but nob the scopa, of tha book.

Read the book B3 you would resd any book on philosophy, theology, or religlan--cribically,
feeling free to agres or dismgroe with any end all statements. IE is sucprisming that aven sama
theologically educated poople have enotional reeervations about reading and critieizing
material which clains to be revelatory. Hopelully, we hove left behind those dava of celbural
naivete when clain or authority have any nesning oe a cciterion of truth. Ouality of inaight
and content is the only criterion one should use in reading Ehe book, Only after & Eharowgh
reading of tho book end careful evaluation of its message is one in & poaition ko speculaks
about muthorship. You will Find & wealth of insights which can be wsmed in preaching and
teaching.

A Concordes {topical index} of The URANTIA Book is avallable (%512} through laocal bookatares ar
by wrIting the compiler-suthor: Clyde Bedeil, 1650 #310, Boulder, CO 80302Z. FPraf. Cuane L. Faw
of the Pepperdine University School of Lew hes recently published an exparinantal edition af

his research pntitled Pacanony (parallel end hosmony) relaking Biblical and URANTIA Book possa-

E@alwhith ie @ great help in meking & study of the content of Ehe book @s it ralatea to bhe
ible.

242084



A SYNOPTIC INTRODUCTION TO THE URANTIA BOOK
II. Revelatlian
A. The arigin of Tha URANTIA Book.
1. The First thing most people wish to know aboub Tha LBANTIA Hopk.
#. A natural reaction beceuse of our cultural conditioning.
b. Revelstory cloino chould always be quastioned,
c. We should judge not by elalm bub by the gquality of content.

Z. The authors' account.

n. The authors epeak of it as the Fifth epochal revelation. The other Four: 1.
Dalamation teachings-—Planetary Prince; 2. Edenic teachings--=Adsn mnd Eve: I.
Melchizedok of Salem--associate of Abreham; 4. Jesus of Mazareth. (1007-8)

b. Writken by numerous asupermortals and naterialized in the English Imnguage. (648:7)

(1} Authora acknowledge difficulties in tranalating spiritusl reslities ints himan
concapka and languagm. (17:2)

(2} Used thousands of humen concepks and statensnts to Fecilitake comprehanalon and
connunication. (172, 1343)

(3) Authora were rigorously ceatricted; they are not allowed bo anticipate dovelop-
ments In the Tufture. (1109:4%

(4) Contents of revelation dace nobt be too far removed from contemporarcy thought
patierne.  (10O7:1)

(5] The authers realize that human beinga like to procesd from the simplo ko the
complex but point gut thalb spiritusl wisdom is enly achieved in & holistie
?pprundhi}umderatandlng Lthe origin, histoey, and destiny of universe realitics.

215:2,

c. The Thought Adjester (indwelling Spirit of God) of a human baing wee used in some way
to materialize the URANTIA Papere in the English language. (1Z0B:7, 1258:1)

(1) Midwayers (beings quite close to us who can operate in both the spiritusl and
natorial Hnrldﬂ?uﬁztu used in the mabterinlization process but no description of
tha process is given. ({BG5:5)

(2) Midwayers are in no way assocciated with spirituslism or mediumistie phenamsna
and waually do not allow huemons to Witness their sctivibies. (B55:5)

3. Tha human atory.
a. A group of Chicago people received the URANTIA Papers.

(1) In the mid 1920's a group known as the Forun organized to discuss nedical and
paycholegical issues. This group wee contacted by the revelators and avantually
became invelved with the URANTIA Papers.

(2} In 1939 tha leadsrship of the Forum seked for voluntesta ta systenatically study
the URANTIA Papers. Soventy responded and The Saventy ware trained by direc-
dvea from the revelators and their own leadscs up to the time of the publica-
tion of The UAANTIA Book. They were told the book did mot belong to the sra in
?hith they ware Iiving but would slewly take raot in our society in the years

0 comg .

b. Over twenty-fiva years ago I wae o member of a amall group of ministers who discovered The
URANTIA Book, tecognized ite potential, and spent years researching the ocigins of Eha
boaok .
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(1) The people in the Chicsgo office of URANTIA Brotharhood anawersd all af our
questions candidly but would not Ealk aboub bwo Ehingsa: the neme of the indi-
vidual who wee used in sone way snd Ehe dotalls assoclated with the onterisliza-
tion of the pepers.

(2) They informed us thet they were asked to take vows of secrecy concerning these
things. When asked why thege restrictions were impased on them, they gave tha
following reasons:

{a) The revelators do not want any humen belng sssseciated with this revelstion-
=no 5t Peter or 5t. Paul.

[b] Mo hummn baing knows just hew this phencmenon wes oxecuted. Tha revelstars
want nothing which nppears miraculous associabed with the book. It nosk
stand on £te ewWn serits.

(3} In interviewing people seegocinted with the arigin of Tha LRANTIA Baok, we faund
then eritical and objective. They had done considerable research inko the ari-
gin of the papers and were convinesd Ehe Eochnigweos of the reception of the
URANTIA Papers in no wey perellele or impinges on mediumistic, psychic, or sub-
conscious nentel activity.

B. The URANTIA Baok view of rovelation.

1.

b
T.

Epochal reveletion is perledie, successive, snd evolubionary. Insafar aa the incdwelling
opirit reveals btruth to Sndividusle, revelation is continuous. (1107:3)

» Knowledge must bo achieved by evolutionary diseovery but it is integrated and given apiri-

tual wolue prientation by revelation. Thle saves much bime in eliminating the errors and
distortions of pvolution. (1110:2)

Fevelation is never too fer removed foom the thought procesa af the age in which it is
given. It is rooted solidly in evolutlesasy Foumdabiona, (100721, 110&:2)

Rewelation expands and upsteps the celigions of evolutdon. (1007:1)

Revelntion po-ordinates and integrates selence, philosophy, and religion with the truths
of reality. It bridgee men's conceptusl deflcisnciea. (5914, 1106:1, 1137:3, 1138:7)

Revelation cen only be velideted by expeclence. (110518}

Revelation is never complete until we mpet Ehe Univarsal Father. {LD0A:S)

C. Summary.

1,

Z.

/22/B4

Hen hes s tendency te confuee longunge with cealiky, barmnology with truth. The Mew
Teatsment contains the ssme spiribunl Eruths whothar we claaagﬁy it as revelabion or
general religipus litersture. A rose would look and amell bhe sane ifF it were called an

onion. The URANTIA #Sopk should be evelusted in Ehis way-=by its truth cantent at lack af
ik, not By 1Es revelntory clnina, i

Historically new epiritunl truth has received characteristie treatment. The religious
zealots or fundenenteliste denounce it ss "hecesy! or label it "the work of bhe dovil® as
the Pharisese did the temchings of Jesus. The power akruckurs of sociaby uaually eithar
studiously lgnore it or look down theic nooes st ik, as bthe Sadducess did Jasus, unbil
repercuesions of its message begin to threaten thelr pockelb baaks or their powar. Tha
common people, however, usuelly receive liberabing spicitwnl truth gladly. The LBANTIA
Hook obvipusly presente new ond cnlarged spicibwsl truth; ik will bBe interesbting to
observe Lte reception by socicty.




A SYNOPTIC INTRODUCTION TO THE URANTIA BOOK

ITIl. The Doctrine of God

— e

A. Tha T AM Concept==The First Source and Cenkec.

1.

The concept of the 1 &H ie a philosophic coneession made to time-space limibed minds which
cannot edequately conprehend nonbeginning and nonending realitiss and ralationahipa.
{6:4]) Exodus 3:14

@. The T AH achieves perscnnlity by beconing the Fether of the Eternal San and Eha
Infinite Spirit. Concomitant with the differentintion of the Son and the Spirit from
the Father, the Isle of Paradise end bhe Central Univecss cane ifka being. (In
actunlity the Paradise Trinity, Paradise, and the Central Uhiveras have always been
in existence.) (4:3)

b. The T AH has reallity existential and potentinl qualitiss embraced by seven Ahsolutes:

(L) The First Source and Center--The Universal Fathee.

[2) The Secand Sourca and Center--The Eternal Son.

(3) The Third Source and Centar--The Infinite Spirit.

fﬂg The Iale of Paradise--tha source af all wmiverse enetgy and gravity control,

{5} Tha Deity Absolute--the source of universe cﬂu55tiuna? gnd personnlity
patentiala.

(6} The Ungualified Abaolute—-the soucce of iniverse static-resctive snd infinits
capacity potentials.

(7} The Universal Absolute--the source of wniverse unity end integrabion. (1154-58)

+ God, as the First Source and Center, is primal in relation ko total reality and is limited

only by volition. {5:2)

"The First Saurce and Center is thot infiniky wha unqualifiedly transcends all mind, all
matter, and mll spirit.”™ (31:7)

B. God tha Father.

1, Tha Universal Father is the God of all creation. (21:1) God is gpleil sand wo shouwld Ehink

3.

of him a& the croator, controller, and infinite upholder af oll thinga. (25:1} In aclence
Gad is r?qardad 62 & cauee, in philosophy an ultimate reslity, and in religlon as a laving
Father. {5%9:4)

- Bod is 8 person who cen know and be knownj he is porsonality. (28:6) God's conduckt is

pergonal-- conscioun and wplitlomal. He is nobt s slave te his own pecfackion and infi-
nity, {138:2)

God ie not just o synomym for nature, law, beauty, or love. He 18 not "tha noblest work
of mon" neither is he manlike or machinalike. He is o Eranacendent raality. [23:15]

- God le inFinite, sternal, righteows, just, loving, mereiful, cenipatent, onnipresent,

omnigeent, ond poimnl. (454-53)

« God is the bestower of poroonality end he dwells within us. In him We live and move and

have oue being. (70:3, 139:1}

C. God Ehe Son.

1.

3.

The Son is the apiriteal and paraonal nature of God mode manifeat to the univorses. [79:4)
He is the aternal Word of God. (74:7) The Eternal Sen is the great mercy ninfister to all
creation. (75:7)

" The Etarnal 5on 1a a complets, exclusive, universal, and Final revelation af the spirit
and poraonality of the Universal Father." (BE8:7)

« The apirit=gravity pull of the Eternal Son constitutes the secrot of the Peradise aseen-

gion of surviving mortals. [B&:Z)

The Sana of the Eternal Son cen incarnokte in the likeness of mortal Flesh. (86:2,5)

O. Gad the Spirit.

1. The Infinite Spirit is the effective agent for the expoution of the Father-Son plan far

piritunl growth nnd Peradise attaloment. God ia love; the Son is meccy; and tha Spdirit
Is ministry. (23:7, 98:%)
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The Infinite Spirit is the eorrelator of ell actusl eeality--tha mranipulatar af enecgy,
the abaslule mind and the souree of the sind-gravity ciccuit, and a niniater to par-
sonalities. [9&i14, 99:3, 102:2, 103:7)

The niniskry of the Paradiee Trinity is co-sedisated.
"God the Father loves men; God the Son serves men; God tha Spirit imepires the children of

the universe to the over-sscending ndventurs of finding God the Father by the waye
ordained by God the Sone through the ministry of the grace of God the Spieit.r [53:7)

E. God the Suprems.

1

Lod the Supreme fg the actuslizing God of time and space. (4:4) He is the pereonalization
of the totality of evoluticnary unlvecse expecienca. (1304:2)1 The Supreme qrowe as the
personalities in tho ovolving unlverses abbain Gadlikeress. {(1265:8)

This eoncept is very cleee te the contemparary deity concepts in the writings of Jung,
Tillich, Teilhard de Chardin, Whitshead. Process Theology, which stems From Whikgheadian
philosophy, apeaks about the "primordial” nature of God (1 AM, Paradise Trinity,
fAbnplutes} and the "conapquent™ nakture af Gad [Supreme) end thus comes very close ta Ehe
concept of God in The URANTIA Boak. Gad the Supreme i also esseatially the same as Ehe
"immanenca concept of God In Eraditional thenlogy.

« With God the Supreme one must do uunathin? a8 Well as be something. (1250:1) The Suprema

iz the eatmlyzer of all universe growth. [1283:%)

. At the end of the present universe age the Suprome Being will function as an exparisntial

soveraign of the grand universe, (12B0:7)

F. God the Savenfald.

L

Han progressively discerns God through the ministry of God the Sevenfold. This is the
"gpilritusl ledder" by which man mscends the unlverae from his planetary origin to
Paradise. Hortals in our universe succeesively encounter” God in the Following orders:

. Christ Hichaml.

The Anclents of Days.

The Sowventh Hester Spicit.

- The Supreme Helng.

. God the Spirit.

« God Ehe Son.

« Gpd the Father. (11:6, 1294:5)

o= oD oe
" a

- Inspite of the complexity of the manifoatationa of Deity in the universe of universes, God

is one and there is umiversal undty in his ministry. (637:1)

“Although Divinikty may be plural in manifeatation, in humen experience Deity is singular,
always one, Meither is spiritual ministry plural in human experience. Regucdless of
plurality of origin all spirit inflwances are one in Function." {380:4)

G. Summary.

16

The picture of God in The LRANTIA Pook combines the best of the traditienal stabic ean-
copts of God with the most meeningful af the present doy dynamie esncepts (Tillich,
Teilhard da Chardin, Whitehead) in a uniguely coherent syatem. To the beat of my
knowlmdga, it ia the most conprehensive and EnsightFully struetured holistic concept of
deity in philosophic and religious literstuce.

- Although the concept of God ie grestly pxpanded in The URANTIA Bogk, it is aclidly rooted

in both the traditional end contenporary Christisn views of Gaod,

+ The chief contribution of The URANTIA Hook view of God is that it enlarges and integrates

traditionel concepts in e way which preserves all of the old spiritusl veluea while at
the senp time it hoe the potentinl of stimulating new and creative thinking in Christian
theology and philosophy.
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IV. Cosnology

A. Phyeical cosmogeophy.

1

A aimplified description of the astronomical irivaras from the center outward skarka with
the Isle of Paradise which ls surrpunded by the ane billion perfect pattecn warlds of the
central universa, Hevonn. Thie central creation ism encompagged by saven evalutionary
Buperuniverses with their telllions of inhobited planets, all of which, is eneireled by
four gigantic outer space levels. (129,166)

8. Poradise, the central miversa, and the seven superimivaraons all Loken together is
known a8 the Grand Undvarse which iz inhobifod,

b. The grand universs plus the four outer Bpace levela, which are not now inhabited, is
known as the Master Universe.

2. The superuniverses are subdivided inte major and minos sectora, local univeraes,
constellatione, systems, and individual planets.

- Peradise is the absolube ssures and atarnal focel point of oll anargy-natter and materinl

graviby. (125-53

« This phyaleal coamagraphy toughly parallels whakt 18 know or hypothesized by contempooacy

seabtranony. Orvonton, the seventh suppruniverss, For inatance, is identified wikh Ehe
?ilkr ?hy galaxy and most of ite major divisiana have heen identified by our astranomers,
167:=T7

« The suthore report that univocse sgace axpands and contracts in bwo billion wvear cyclesa,

(123:3) They mnks many commenka which relate to present day asbrononmical cancepts and
doktr.

« The authara, howsver, caution us that because of restrictions placed on revelatory nckbi-

vity, the aclence and cosmology of The URANTIA Book are not inmpired. Whilp spiritunl
inaight is a revelatory gift, human knowledge and wisdan nust evolye. Very soan, they
tell ua, the science of The URANTIA Book will be out grown. {(1109:4)

a, In 1957 1 nsked & nationnlly known ruclesr seisntist and bhe head af a university
phyeics depactment to evaluate Papars &1 and 47 which deal with phyaica and energy.
fo my gurprise, they both said that this wes about whare leading physicista were in
Ehe eacly 195078 buk thay thought thoy were o 1ikkls bavond this now.

b. Convorsely, the book mekes a number of scigntifie abasnrvations which were not disco-
voerad until after the papers were received or even after the beok wan publiahed,

B. Spiritual cosmology.

1.

Lo
-

Postmortal morontinl (part material, part opirituel) and spiritusl activities and Lraining
take ploce on architectural spheres, Thesas epecinlly Cﬂﬂﬂgruﬁtﬂd headquarters worlds and
theie satellites ace distribubed thrnu%hnut the grand wvnivarsa paralleling the geogrophic
and hierarchical coamography of the nnforial creationa: ayatens,; conetellaticonn, loeal
universs headguarters, ninor Bectors, major aectors, superuniverse headguarters, the one
billion spheres of the central universe, and the Iale of Paradise.

Presiding over each of these ascending apheres is 8 hierarchy of spiritesl adminiatrative

personalities. At each level the spititual activities and Eraining kecones progressivaly
highar. (330-44)

a. Our system, Satanin, is aupervised by & Lanonadek Son, Lanaforge, who is known ag our
Gystem Soversign., Lucifer ot one time wos our Syaten Sovereign but was deposed
following the Lueifer rebellion. {5113

b. Our constellation, Morlatlndek, is governed by thres Vorondadek Sens who are knawn ag
the Host Highs. Because of the Lucifar reballion they have besn parkicularly active
in the supnrvislon of gur planst. (&@@)

€. Qur local universe, Mobadon, conposed of ten millisa inhabited worlds, is ruled by o
Soverelgn Michael Son often referred to as Chelst Michaal. Fallowing hie bestownl on
our planot the Universal Father gove him complebe autharity in our unlvecse. He is a
perfoct ravelation of the Universal Fether and the Eternal Som te all in our wil-
verae. All who go to the Fether in our niverss proceed through his loving local
universe ninistey. [368)
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V.= 2,

The physical, mental, and spiritusl aspacts aof the diverse levele of creatipn Rrp
inkegrated, cocealated, and wnifind by @ superh diving plon gnd an etarcnal pucpasge, [&837)

"Every impules of every electron, thought, oc spleit ia an acking unit in tha whole
niverse...The universe is whale; no Ehing ar being exists or lives in izolation." {g47:8)

C. Summary.

Ty

H.J.5.
2/22/84

The pocteaysl of Ehis pigantic mmEﬂrialnmindnl—spirituﬁl coenology is the monk revolu-
tianary and shoeking gdpect of Tha URANTIA Book for most people.  This new spiriten]
coanology is something like going from the Prolemaic vigw of the material universa nat
Juet to the Copernican view but to the apw astronony of Gamaw, Hoyle, and Whipple all in
ane junpl  IE preassks g picture of Eha apiritual univorse which matches and surpasspn the
veal astronomical universe aur gcientisks have discovered.

@. My suggestion is that you ab pregent neither accept or reject this cognology. Hold
it im your mind, Examine its nature and inplicatione. Afetec you got used fo tho
coneept, you may Find it atinylptes superior spiritunl insights and pasaqasgas many
ndventeges over tha simplistic PtnIemnTt spiritunl eoamology we inhorited from aur
prescientific anceatops,

Evan if yow ahould aventually raject this coefologieal pieturs, it will not lntecfece
with your mpprecistisn pf the magnificant portrayal of the life and teachings of
Jesus and the suppch philosophical coneepta and apiritual inpights of The URANTIA

ak,

If one accepte the cosmology, it must be en the banis af "reasonghla" feith; tha phi-
losophical and spicitual Epubhs afe can canfirm by spiritusl intuition, coherent
feadan, and cancrebe exparcisnca,

game of the implications of Ehearian advancad by contenporery physicists Buch Be Geoffrey
Chew's S-natrix theory, David Bohm's wiew of the real universe existing an a degper
"nannand Mesth level, and Stephen Hawking's vision of wilfying the predictablas wapld of
Einnteln'n theory ol general relativity with Eha randaog World of quantun-nechanics thaary ,
The time i3 cectalnly hare for an anlacged apiritual coEmology .
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¥. Choistology and the Flan of Selveiicn

A. The divine prebostowel status of Jesus.

1. Josus wes the incernetion of a Creator San af the order of Hichasl. He i=m known in our
univeree as Christ Hichael. Don. 1211, Aev. 12:7, (2%4)
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b.

2. Each

The Creator Sons ace croabtod by the Universal Father and khe Eternnl Son. Esch is
unbgue in nature as well aa parsonality, (234-5)

They are the creatora and rulers of the local unlverses as described in the prologue

af the Goopel of John. Jahn 1il=18 Christ Hichasl is Ehe creastor of our unlverse,
Nepbadom, (235:5, 388}

- In Ehelr local universea thess Creator Hichneln ata bhe "anly begotten smon." To a

local vniveras, For all practicsl purposes, a Michael Son is God. He is the local
univeras personification af the Universal Father and the Eternal Son. Hone who live
in his univerae proceed to the Father excopt through his ministey. (£8:3) Joha 1416

Michasl San mumt earn his sovernignty by inearnating in the likeness of the various

ordera of creabed beings in his universe. Jesus of Kazareth wes the spwenbh and Final
baaktowal af Chriskt Michesl. {1%23)

B, The beatowal of Christ Hicheel on our planet as Jeses of Nazmreth.

1. The purposes of Jasus' miegeion weoe Eo:

o
o

d.
B

.
a.

Roveal the Father. (1407:2)
Acquire mortel experlence. (1407312, 1826:3,4)

- Terminnte the Lucifer pebellion. (1494:3)

Prepore the way for the universal bestowsl of Thought Adjumbers and the Spirit of
Truth. {1328:%)

Becone the insplratlon foc celigious living fer oll of his universe. (132814
Establish a new and living way from man te God (142511, 1985:4)

Acguice soverelgnby. (1323:2)

2. The pvents of Jesus' beabowal.

b.

Jesus was bocn Avguat 21, 7 B.C. (1351:5)

The parly training and education of Jesus was receoived in the home and synagogue. He
graduated from the synagogus echool during his 13th year. When he was 14 his fabher
#ag killed in a conatruction nccident and Jeaus becans the sole support and comfock
of his fanily. (1373, 13B7-R)

. Fron the age of 15 to 26 Jesug secved as the head af his Family following which his

brather, Janes, took ower the Family cesponaibilities.

« During the yeare from nge 27 b 32 Jesus eanducked & private persoanl miniskey tra-

veling widely sbout the Romnn world and the Caspian Sea region and working in Eha
Zebedee boat building shop.

+ Jmsus wes beptized by John the Baptist 1/14/26 in his 32nd year. He spent most of

the next year selecting and training his mpostles. His public miniskry bagan 1/19/27
and termineied at his coucifiwion &/7/30. {1504:5, 1587, 2005-7)

On 4/8/30 Jesus come forth fron the tonb with s morontia body--the same kind of body
mortals will have when they are resurrected from the slesp af death. (2022-3)

- During his postresurcectisn sajourn on our world Jesws pada 19 Eppearances to mor-

tals. His ascenalon book place 5/1B/20. {2057}

C. The plan of salvatian.

1. Jesus' dpath an the eroas was nob to etone Toe any min of Aden or for mon's supposed
racial guilt. Jesus is e asviour but not & ransomer or a redeemer. (2016:T, 2017120

Evil, ain, and judgment ere stern and sobar realities in the univecse; neverthelssa,
the Universal Father ie not a spleit dospot who requires blood sacrifice or atane-
nent for aina. {Z0L7-19)
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"The croas faraver ahows that the attitude af Jdeaus Eewaed sinnara was neithar caon-
demnation nor condonation, but rether ciernal and loving salvation.® (201812}

b. By mllowing misguided mortals to put him to death, Jeaus made the cross an eternal
gymbol of the triunph of love over hate and tha vietary of truth over svil. {201B)

&, Survival is determined by the afficmation of truth, beauty, end goodness (God) as the per-

son sincerely understands these valuos., We are saved by faith. (&3, £9-70)

Death worka no magic whareby we are inatanteneously tconsformed feam animal-arigin
naterial beings inta perfoct E@lrit beinge. MWe advance in the univeras by ayolutianaey
growth and experience. The entire universe is o vask achaol Far perfecting mortals.

. Thie i because of the Father'e supreme mandatbe:

"From the Universal Fother who inhabiks atarnity thore hes gone Forth the suprens
mandate, 'Be you perfact, even as I am perfact.' In love and meccy Ehe messengecs of
Paradigse have carrled this divine exortstion down through the ages and out through

the univecses, even to much lowly snimal-origin crestures as the human race an
Urantia.” (21:3)

b. He heve & long Paredise journey shead.

"Evolutionary mortals are boen on Ehe plangts of apace, pass through the norontin
worlds, pocend Ehe spirik unlvecses, traverass tha Havona spheres, ind God, ettain
Paradise, and are mustered into the primary Corps of the Finality, therein to awai®
the naxt assigament of universe servies...And s we viow thie sublime spectacle, we
all exelain: 'What a glorious desbiny for the animal-origin childeen of Limg, the
naterinl sons af apace.'™ (3%4;3)

Inspite of the imperfection, 8uffering, end disappolntments which are o park of this 1ifa,
wee have shend o great destiny of boundless oppartunity, wnlimited progress, and endlass
servicn. (385, 498, 1194)

"Tee confusion and tuemoil of Urankia do nat aignify that the Paredies Rulers leck ebther
intersst or ability ko manage affaircs differently. The Creators are possessed of Tull
poser bo make Uranktia o var?ﬂahlu paradise, but such an Eden would net conkribute ks Bhe
dovalopment of those atrong, noble, and experierced charactecs which tha Geds sre 3o
suraly forging out om your world between the snvils of nacegdlly and tha harmers af
onguish. Your anxieties and sorrowe, your trials and disappaintmants, are just aa nuch a
part of the divine plan on your sphere ae are Eho exqulalite perfection and infinite adap-

tation of all thinge to their supreme pucpose sn bhe worlds af tha central and porfact
univerge." {250:5)

D. Summaey.

1. Tha UAANTIA Book prebestowal atatus of Jesus differs Frem thot of traditional Chelstian

H.J.5,

2422/ a8

wiews in feel But not in truth, In our ignorence of universe coamalogy, we assumod Jaaus
was the incarnation af the mecond person of the Triniky. He, in ‘ktruth, does have all of
the prerogetives of the second person of the Trinity in our wnivarse. Christ Michosl is

even more important in The URANTIA Book picture--being both eremtor end eavior——than in
Lraditional Cheistispnity.

The centrality of Jesus ko palvation is identieal with that of orthodox Christisnity but

bacayss of the enlarged spiritusl eoamology salvetion i open, not just to Christisng, but
to all who live an our plangt and in our univeres.

The enlarged and enhanced presentation of the 1ife and Leachings of Jeaws has great poben-

tial for rnvitulizlnf the churches of Western Civilizabion and abtinulakting a spiritual
rensiseance mnong all religions.

The URANTIA Hook rominds ue that all teligions have admirable qualities and that they have
much o leacn from each other.
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¥I. The Church and the Kingdom of Heawen

A. Distinctions between the Christisn Church mod Jesus! cunceplk of the Kingdon of Heaven: Eha
church is largely a social inatitution; the kingdom of heaven is o mpiritusl relationahlp.

1. The Cheiskian Church.

helskianity often pronotes o religion abaut Jasus; the kingdem of heaven is tha
religion of Jesus,

“deaus Founded the religion of personal experience in doing the will af God and
aarving the human brotherhood; Ponul founded & religion in which the glarified Jesus
bacane the object of worehlp and the brotherhood comsisted of follow balievera in the
divine Chriomk.® [2002:%)

+ Tha chureh has becone the socialized and humanized shadow of the aspivitual

?rnth?rhuud gnd has often taken Eha place af Jesus' coneept of Ltha kingdan af heaven,
1855 ;

“The church, es & socinl outgrowth af the kingdom, would have besn wholly neturel snd
oven desirable. The ovil of the church wes not its exisktence, but ratheT that &t
elnost completely supplanted the Jesus concept of Ehe kingdam.® (l86&:6)

"And eo, for centucies, the Chriatian church hes labored wnder groaat enberrasensnt
because it dered to lay claim to those nyetecious powera and privileges of the king-

dem, powers and privileges which can be exerclsed and experienced only between Jesus
and hig spiritunl boliaver brothers."™ ([1Bg&:l)

- In order Eo conkrol the dynanic religion of Jesus the church hes thoroughly tradi-

tionalized, dogmatized, and institutionnlized it--thus unwhittingly becoming an
obatacle to the growth of the resl teachings of Jasus and Lhe Mellowship of
belicwversn. (1088:2, 2085:1)

« Secularism brake the bonds of church nuthacitarianiss bubt now thoeatens to eabablish

a godloas sgeiabty. Many Christisns are wwhitbingly seculsriste. (2081t3,4)

2. The Kingdor of Haavan.

Tha kingdan af heaven is sn inner spiritual relstionship centered in tha troth of the

Fetherhood of God and the brothechaod of man. It is the rule of God in Ehe hearta af
R .

“Concerning the kingdom, {Jesus') last word alweye wae, 'The kingdon ia within you.*®
(1859:3) Luke 17:21

"Ta Jesus the kingdom was the sum of those individusls who had confagsed their Fafth
in the fatherhood of God, thereby declaring their wholehearted dedication to doing
}hu Htfﬁ of God, thus becoming rmenbters of the epiritunl beoktherhood of man.”

1BgS5:1

+ The essentinls of entering the kingdon are faith, sincerity, and the hunger for

truth, beauty, and goodness. (1861:2)

» The cacdinnl foakures of the kingdos nre:

i]. The pre-sminance af the individuaml.

Z. The will aa the determining factor in heman exparience.
3. Splritunl Fellowship with God the Fathec.

4. The awprens aatisfaction of the leving service of nen.

I:5, gnewtranacendnncy of the spiritual over the materiel in human peesonaliby M
186545

B. The social dynamies of religious institutlens.

1. The dangars of religious institutionalism:

"But as religion becomes institutionalized, its power For good is cuctailed, whila tha
posaibilities for evil are greatly multiplisd. The dengers of formalized religion are:
Fixation of baliafa and eryetnllization of sentinents; accunulation of vealed inkerests
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with incresse of seculnrization; tendency bo standardize and fossilize truth; diversion of
religion from the service of God to the secvics of the chureh; inclinetion of leadere to
becone adninistrators instend of ministeca; kandancy te farn sects mnd conpeblElve
divisions; estoblishment of oppressive ecclesinstical euthority; crestion of the
arietocratic "chosen-people" attitude; fostering of Ffelee and expgoerakbed ideas of
sacredness; the routinizing of religion and the patrification of worhsip; Eendency o
venerate the past while ignoring present danmands; failure to meke up-to-date Interprebs-
tlons of religion; entanglement with Functions of seeular Snstitutions; ib creates the
evil discrimination of religious castes; it becomes on intolersnt judoe of ecthadaxy; it
fails to hold the interest of adventurauws youth end gredually loses Ehe saving magsags of
the goapel of ebtocnal salvabian.” flnﬂﬂ:&?

The need ond pucpose of religlows institutiona:

"There is a ceal purpsae im the sacializatin of raligion. It ia the pucpose of group
religious activitiea to dramakize tha loyaltiss of religiong to magnify the lures of
truth, beauty, and goodneas; to foater the altractions of supreme values; ko enhance Ehe
gatvice of unaalfish fellawshipi to glorify the potentiels of Family life; to promote
religiows education; to provide wise counsel and spiritusl guidance; and Eo ENCAUTaQn
graup warship. fAnd all live religiona encourage human friendship, consecve norality, pro-
note neighborhood welfare, ond facilitete the spresd of the essontial pospel of their
respective magaagea af eternal malvation.® [10O52:%)

fleligion, religious inatitutions, or religious groupe sheuld not bocoma organically
invalved in secular work, social reconstruction, or econcmic rearganization but as eivili-
zation advances they should constantly updete their reliplous position by making vigarous
rostatensnts of their moral oendates and epiritunl peinciples. (1087:3)

8. It is wise for religioua groupe to confine their activities ko raligious causes.
[1087:5, L0A9:3, 2005:4, 20B6:6,7)

b. Religionists should Function in society, in industry, and in politigs ma individuals,
not s religious groups. {10GE%)

C. Jepus' concept of the kingdom will prevail.

1 5

2.

Incpite of ite limitatlions Christinnity in tho beab celigion of tha teentisth ecentury. It
is pne of the greatest powers For pood on eacth. (208315, Z085:%)

The church I the lasvel stage of the Ehwarled spivitual kingdom. The kingdon inmuqurated

?F Jﬂ““? is still alive and will emerge as the dominant spiritual foree on our plenet.
IBREd

We are living in one of the pivotal peciadas of hisktory.

"The hour in striking for a rediscovecy of the true and original Foundstions of present-
day diegtorted and compromised Cheistisniby--tho real 1ife and teachings of Jesus."
{2083:2)

"The time is ripe bo witness the figurative resurrection of the hunen Jesus From his
burial tomb amidst the theological traditiena and the religious dogmes of ninetesn
eenbucios." (2090:3)

"But pagonized and socialized Cheistianity standa in neesd of new conbect with Bhe

umcampromisged bteachings of Jeousy it langulshes for lack of & new vision of the Hostes's

life on carth. A new and fuller revelation of the religion of Jesus is destined Eo

conguer an empice of materdalistic seculerism and to overthrow o wosld sway of mechenistic

naturalism. Urantia is now quivering an the very brink of one of its mest amazing ond

?nthrﬂl%iﬂg epachs of ageial readjuabment, noral quickening, and spleitunl enlighenmont,"
208210

"Religion does naad new leadsrs, spiritusl men end women who will doce Eo depend solsly on
Jeaud and his incomparable teachinga...who will be exclusively devebed bo the spicitunl
regenoration of men. And then will these spirit-born souls guickly supply the leaderahip
and inapiration requisite for the social, moral, economic, and political receganization of
the world.” (2042:10)

"The eall af the advankure af bullding a nowW and trensfocmed himan socigby by meana af tha
spiritual rebirth of Jesus® brotherhood of the kingdom should Eheill all who belisve in
hin as man has not been atirred ainee the doys when they walked aboaub on earth as his con-
paniong in the Flesh.™ (2084:46)
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0. The kingdom of God is an invisible and spiritual brothechood which is destined o become @
living organism Eranscending social institutions. We are called to spiritusl unity, not
uvd Formity.

1,

Spiritusl unity is based on connon idesle, purpeses, and goals, not oo the same theologi-
cal beliefs and croooda.

“"There is great hope far any church that worships the living God, validabtes Ehe
brothathood of man, and dares to remove all creedal prossurs From its membsra." (113533)

"This pitiful svbdivision of Christisn bellevecs results From felluce Bo discecn in bha
Mpater's manifold beachings the divine eneness of hiso natchless 1ife. Buk asaraday tha
true baliavera in Jesus will not be thus spirlbuwslly divided...Always we may have
diversity af intellectunl comprehensicn and interpretation, even varing degrees of
nocialization, bubt lack of spirituel brotherhood is both inexcussble and ceprehenaible .”
[1886:3)

“But in this bBrotherhood of Jesus there is no place for eectarinn rivalry, group bitter-
ness, nar assartions of noral euperiocity or spiritual infallibiliky.® {?ﬂﬂE:T?

The great hope of our world is that this expanded revelation of Eruth will unite Lhe
churches and religions of our planck in common and freternnl pucposes and ideals.

"The graat hope of Urantin lies in the posaibility of o new revelation af Jesus with m new
and enlarged presentation of his saving message which would spiritually unite in Loving
gnrvice the numerous families of his present-day professed followars.® (2086:%)

E. Sumnpry.

1.

H.J:5h
2/22/84

The URANTIA Book presents a truly ecurenical mpproach bo religian. It esphesizes that you
may belong to ony religious group or to no religious growp and atill be in the kingdom of
God. It, hopefully, will becoms m mighty influenoe which will some day wirtually elimi-

nate the narrow sectarianism and the confliet end ontogonism which existe smong religious
groups on oour worold.

Its mature, ewolutionary, universe oriented Fromps of reference free us Fron tho com-
pulsive desire Eo “save™ people by urging them te adept our religious or philosophle
views. It helps us Lo be patient, underetonding, and loving with the immature, the Fear—
ful, the angey, and the egocentric people of cur world. The URANTIA Bock helps us, as
mankind has auldom been helpad, to identify with tha world-wide fenlly of God.
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¥II. Prayer and Worship
A, The distinetion babwesn prayer and worship and theic relabignal aspacts,

1. Praver has an eleasnt of self or creaturs inktarsal and concern. HWocship ls Bhe cone
tenplation of God: it i an end in 1kanlF,

"Morship is for iks own sake; prayer eabodies & Belf- or ceeakura-interast elenant; that
is tha great differonce Betwoon Worship gnd prayer." (&5:4)

"Prayer is self-reminding--sublims Ehinking: worship fe EclF-Fnrguttiﬂg._n|mﬂrthinkinq,"
(1618:9)

2. Prayer may laad kg wWarahip and be an pid to wocahip,

"As preyer ney be lfkened to roecharging the apiritusl Batteries of the soul, o worship
may be compared to the aeot of tuning in the aoul to catch Bhe univorge broadeasts of the
infinite splcit of Ehe Universal Fabher.® (1g21:7)

B. The natute and effock of prayer.,
1. The nature of prayer.
0. Prayer is communicabion wikh God dagigned to expond insight, (lsls, 18483

k. Prayer is both a sound psychologicel practice which augnenta self-realization and sn
affactive apiritusl technigue b expand tha soul, (997, 999 1g21)

c. Prayer is nob a techniqua te oacape 1ife's difficulties but o way in which we can laarn
ta face conflick and suffaring aeaninglully and courageaunly. Prayer doss not changa
Gad*s mind But it may chenge the perscn prayimg. (1001=2, 1619, 16Z1)

Z. The distortion of prayer.

8. Primitive and immaturs prayer attenpts to plead or bargain with Cod far health, waalth,
pasar, or prefarance. i

"Early prayer was hardly worhelpy it was a bargaining petition for health, wealth, and
}lfe.?}ﬂnd in many respects prayers have not nueh changed with the passing of the Aggea
203

®Frayer, unlesa in limison with the will and actiana of the peresnnl spiritusl forees
end neteriel supervisors of o realm, can have no direct affect upon: ofie's physical
environment. While there is g very dafinite linit to the province of Ehe petiting of
prayer, such limits do not equally gpply to the Faith of those wha pray."

“Prayer is not a technigque Ffar curing real and organie deoease, but it has contributed
enormously to the enjoyment of abundant health and to the cure of nunecous mentel, emp-
tional, and nervous ailments. And even in actual bacterisl disesse, prayer has mary
Limps added to Ehe officacy of ather renedial procedures.  Prayar has Eurned mEany an
irritable and canplaining invalid intn m paragen of patience and made him an inspira-
Lion to @ll ather human aufferers.™ [290:4.5)

b. Prayver cannot be used &g elocumvent umiveras laws and the Limitations of Eime and
BEpOCE,

"That prayer which in inconsistent With the lknown and astablished laws af Gad is an
abonination to the Paredise Deitisg." ({1638:3)

"Prayer sny not be enployed Ep aveid Ehe dalayg of tine or to Erangeend Ehe hondicapa
of gpnce." {1539:5)

. The spiritwal level of pedple ig revenled by the nature af their prayers; howevor, the
aore Aabture should not criticire oo ridicule the naiva and tha innature." (999:3)

3. Conditions of effective praver.

A. Words are nob impactant in prayer: God reeponde enly kg bhe brus and aincere attitudns
af the nind and @oul.
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"Words sre irrelevant to praver; they are mecely bhe intellectusl chennel in which tha
rlver of spiritunl supplicabion nay chence £o flaw. Tha word welue of g praver la
purely aubosupgestive in private devotions and socioauggeative in group devokiona.  God
answors Ehe spul's abbitwdo, not the words." {1002:5)

b. We should pray far divine quidance to solee aur human problens, not far sore cosmic,
miraculows solukion. t]nuz?
c. To pray effecbively you nust face cealiby honestly and Intelligenkly, abtbenpt to solve

prablema by the resources whieh you have, ba dedicoted Ep doing the will of God, and
hava living Faith.

®If you would engage in effective praving, you should bear in mind the laws of priE-
valling petitions:

"1, You muet qualify as a patent prayer by sincecely and courageously froing the
peoblems of universe realiby. You must pessess cosnic atenina.

"Z. You must have honestly exhausted the human capacity For hunan ndjuskment .  ‘You
must have been lndueakrious,

"3I. You must aurrendor overy wish of mind and avary eraving of soul ko Ehe Eransa-

forming embrace of spiritusl growth. You must have experienced on enhancenant of
maanings and an elavetion of valuea,

"4, You muat Aake a wholehearted choice of the divine will. You muak abliteratn the
dead cantar of indecision.

®3. You not only recognize the Father's will and choose ko do it, but you howve

effected an unquolified consacration, and n dynamie dedication, ko the setual
doing of the Father's will.

"&., Your prayer will be direcked exclusively for divine wisdon to solve the speeific

hunan peoblems encountered in the Paradise ascension--the atteinment of divine
perfection.

"¥. And you must have Ffaith--living Faikh." {1002:7)

"Jesus Eawght that effective preyec must bog
1. UnaglFish—-not alene For onesslf.
2. Balieving=-according to falkh.
3. Gincara--honeat of heact,
4. Intelligent--according to light.
5. Trustful--in mubnission Eo Ehe Father'a all-wise will .9 (la20:6)

d. Wa can learn nuch by observing the prayer 1ife of Jesus. Fraver enconpaased the total
axpreasgion of his balanced ond cceativa 1ife on ous woeld,

"Jeaua noaver preyed ae o celigious duty. To him poaver was a sincers exprassion of
spiritusl mttitude, a declaration of moul loyalty, a recital of personal dovotion, an
expression of thanksgiving, an avoidanes af enptipnal tenaion, @ prevention of
conflict, an exaltation ef intellaction, an ennoblomant of deaire, a vindicetion of
moeral declelon, an encichment af thought, en invigoration of higher inclinetions, s
consecration of impulse, a clarifieation of viewpoint, a declaration of Fatth, a
branscendentnl surcendar of will, a sublime asssrtion of confidence, o revelation of
courage, the proclamation of discovery, & confession of suprens devobion, the valida-
tipn of conaecrabion, a technique for the adjustment of difficulties, and the mighty
mabilizatlon of the conbined soul powers Ee withstand all humen tendencies Eoward
amlFishness, evil, end sin. He lived just such a 1ife of prayecful conascration to the
doing of his Father'a will and ended hia 1ife briunphently with just such a praver,

Tha secret of his unperelleled religious life was thie conscigusnesa af the prosance of
God; and he abtbained it by intelligenk prayer and eincecp warship--unbroken connunion

with Eu?-nﬁnﬂ not by lesdinge, walces, visions, or extroocdinary religlous practices,"
(208721

4, The answer to prayer.
8. Only proyers which are rooted in spiritusl reality and sustained by Fanith nrp anowered

in the frames of ceference of the petitioner. Peayers are answered in tesms of Erue
gpiritunl npeds. (l658=919)
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Wo should not eitenpt to uee prayer mn @ subatitute For hunos ingeoeity and ackien. It
cannnt be used to escepe cealiby. (997:7,8)

Sone prayers boceuse of thelr visianary aspiretions and all=pncompassing natura can
only be fully aneweeed ln ekorniby. (1B&A-9)

5. The effect of prayer.

o,

Proyer is n wital and indispensable Factor in aplrltunl geawth. Ewven immature and
futile prayecs pxpand the soul's patentinl. (1621:1)

"HBut real praylng does attain reality. Even when the air currents are ascending, no
bird cen spac excepkt by outstcebched wings. Prayer elevaokon man becausas it ia a tech-
nique Eo progresslng by the wkilization of the ascending spiritual currenta af the
uriversa., i

"Genulne praver acds to spiribenl growth, modifies akblbudes, and yialda that satisfoc-
Eign which comes Trom conmunion with divinity. IE is & sponteneaus oulburst of
God-conaciouaneas . (100212, 3)

Frayar in 8 major redsurce For the schievement of human self-realizetion, effec-
Eiveness, and inner paaca.

“Remambar , even iF prayer doss not change God, it very often effects great and lasting
changaa in the ane who prays in faith and confident ewpectation. Prayer has been the

-ancedtor of much peace of mind, cheerfulness, calmnass, cuura?u. gelF=nastery, @nd
m

fair-pindednsss in the men end women of the evolving racea.” {998:3)

fraysr has great mocial repercusslons and is an antidote te pereanality isolation.
(99616, FFE:5)

C. Tha natura and affect of worship.

1. Prinitive Forms of worship.

In man*s long history he has worshiped almost evearything. He hee even deified mnd
?Einﬁﬂd himself. To the primitive mind fear and worship were virtuslly eynonymous.
900

"You must remember that feeling, nat thinking, wee the guiding and contrelling
influpnce in pll evolutisnary development, To the primitive mind there 1e 1itkle dif-
ference between feacing, shuaning, hanaoring, and worshiping."! {(948:4)

Worghip should not be confused with paychic or mystical experlences.

"The direct communion with one's Thought Adjuster, such ps occurred in the later years
of Joous! life in Ehe flesh, should not be confused with Ehooe so-called myabical
oxperiences. The factors which contribute to the Lnitintign of mystie cammeiion are
indicative of the danger of such paychic states. The mystic status is favored by such
things as: physical fatigus, fasting, paychic dissocistion, profound assthetbic
experionces, vivid sex impulaea, fear, anxiety, rage, and wild dancing. Much af the
material arising as a result of such preliminory preparation has its arigin in the sub-
candelous mind." (1100323

2. Communion with God,

Warship is spiritwal connunien with God; it is the part identifying with the Whale.

“Irug religious warship is not @ Futile monologue of self-deception. Warship im a per-
sonal comnunion Wwith that which is divinely real, with that which is the very source of

fEEI%Lri Man aspires by wWorahip to be bobtber and thereby eventually sttaina the best."”
2095164 —

God-consciouaness is nan's grostest oppoctunity and challanga.

“The great challenge to sodern man is te schieve better communicetion with the divine
Honitor that dwells within the human mind. Man's groatest adventure in the Flesh con-
siats in the well-balsnced and sane offock Eo advence the borders of selfeconselousnoes
out through the din realma of embryonlc soul-consciousness in o wholphearted effort to
fnnch ;?e boarderland of spirit-consciousness--contack Wwith the divine presence."

2097 =
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VII.- 4.
Acconprnimenta of worship.

t. The atmosphere of simple beauty or nature and the strocture of appealing ritual can be
conducive Eo worashlp. (1075:18, 1840:6)

b. Worship should alkernate with secvice. {1616:5)
The effect of worship.

o, Worship is the mosk creative activity of mon.  IE conews bhe nind, stimulobes soul
geowkh, eliminatea insecurity end pereconnlity isolabion, and greatly increnses Ehe
toknl cespurces of the individual, {182, 1095, lals, 1774, 1777)

b, Worship is anceator to the highest jove of man.

"Worship in tha highest privilege and the first duty of all ereated intelligences.
Worshlp 18 the consciows and joyous act of recagnizing and mcknowledging the Erukth and
Fack of the intinate and personel releticnships of tho Crestors with their coeabuces.
The quality af warahip is detmrnined by the dspth of cresture percepticn: and as Ehe
knowladgs of the infinite cherscter of the Goda progreases, the sct of worship bacames
increasingly all-snconpossing until it eventuwnlly aktmins the glocy of the highaak
axpariential delight and the most exquisite pleasurs known to cresbed belngs." (303:5)

0. Summacy.

1.

M.1.5.
ZF22/BY

Thare is much good literature on prayer and worship. The URANTIA Book reinfarces the bast
of theae writings. It's teschinge are mature, balanced, and resality oriented, In addi-
Lion the book clarifies the many Facets of spiritual ninistry which, harebofars, have besn
anly vagualy aensed. The URANTIA Book makes the apiritunl world conceptuslly tangible and
real, not just a vague, Inrgely formless mybhalaogy.

It takea the magic out of prayer and separates paychic and myskical stakes from worship,
AL the same tima it mekee prayer, worship, and service eentral in religiovs living. Thees
teachinga reinforce what is generally recagnized nm the best views and practices of prayer
and worship in the religions of the warld, :



