i o 4 SYNOPTIC IKTEODUCTION TO THE UBANTIA BOOK
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.ij.-;f;%J?:_ - . I. Introductifon and Symoptic Overview

L “A. In some ways Tha URANTIA Book is like Process Theology; for the initiste it
e is helpful if the basic concepts are sum=arired and interpreted. -
1. The URANTIA Z2cok is published by URANTIA Foundation, 533 Diversey

Parkway, ChIicago, IL 60614. The book contains 2097 pages, divided into
four sectic=n:

I. The Ceztral and Superuniverses, 354 pages.
II. The Local Univerase, 294 pages.
IT1T. The History of Uranotia, 671 pages.
IV. The Life and Tzachinga of Jesus, 778 pages.

2. The styls a=l content of the book are of high quality. It supports tha

basic Judaeo-Chriatien theistic approach to central philesephic-religious
positiona and undergirds the besc in all religions.

J. The URANTIA 3cok ciefne to be pow revelatfion but we would rexmind readers
that claim or authority is pot an adequate philosophic eritecion of
truth., The rzzder should evaluate the book eatirely on the gquelity of
its contenck.

Ia theee mzzilngs we shall stte=pt to maiatain tha critical philesophical
attitude. Our iotent fs to inform and uwse the highest standards of
seedenle frasdem in our discuasioms. Tha tzader 1s urged to exercise

hiz ovn cricicel judgment of value.

8. Ganarz] Introduction: Lesvenlsg our Z2ligiova Haritonge. (Lecture)
i. Thazz Is 8 greet azed for o frezh =cd eniszged splzditusl vision.
2. On2 echould be puopizious of ravelisiory clafrs. The acid test in that
of achersat snilosophic avalizzion and the srmgmatic wvalidity of

expaTliensa.

3. Thka bzok pressots s matur: e¢ad bolilstic - hilosophical orisatation. It
enlzrges, anhsnces, and integret:s fTeditional concepts and walues.

4. It is a resource, not an imperative.
5. The URANTIA Eook 18 mot interested in creating & oew church or a new

religion but in leavenlng all of the traditicnal religious concepts,
for=s, end institutions.

C. Specific Intrpduction: Traditional Theology and The URANTIA Book. {Lenturei

1. Revelation: Epochal revelatiom im paricdie, successive, asnd evolutionary.
Insafar as the indwelling Spirit reveals truth to individuals, revelation
is continuous. BEevelation elways upsteps the religions of evolution.
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2. Doctrive of Cod: The traditicnal atatic and the contesporary dynamic
concepts of God are expanded, enhanced, and “ntegrated,

3. Cosmology: The book presents an expanded sod complex physical and
spiritunl cosmology and an exteosive hierarchical system of spiritual
adminiatrative and ministering perscnalities. ’ ’

4, Christology: Jesus is portrayed as truly human and truly divine. In
eddicion to asting 28 a mediator and saviour, he is pictured also as
a Custor Son after tha view presented in the prologus of the Cospel
of John.

3. Salvation: All sre paved who have faith in tha highest source of truth,
besuty, and goodness (God) amvailsble to them and echieva the Universal
Father through the mediating ministry of Christ.

6. Doctrine of Man: Man i8 a mortal son or dasghter of God who haa great
-~ potential for both good and avil. Each person is indwelt by a fragment
of God which, 1f followed, in time will lead unerringly to tha Father . .
- by the way srdaiced by God tha Son through the ministry of the graca
of God the Spirie, : :

7. The Church: Religfous imstituticns are neceseary and good but are only .
social Inatitutions. The Tngdom of God is & spiritusl relaticnship -
which tramscends soeial fastitutions. e

8. Futuze Life: ﬂvgpgpgritunl development i se2a om a long, gradual, aod
gciencial riﬁﬂhéﬁgthﬁ iole of Forediase at the center of the universe
of univorses and to the Univarssl Father. Our traditiernal concepts of |
beavon and hell ars sesn ss puacile visions of & truly great deatiny. ®
& feture of unimagirsble grecdsur and sarvica is shead.

D. Twe besic theologicel positispa of Tha UEANTIA Boak reinforce the sssential
tanznte of malalina Christisnity byt cn & vastly enlagged universe scale.
In the judgment of tzra of thousands of discrimimiting people, including
Tany rinieiers, the tcok contsing the grestest stioulus to spiritusl growth
L2 coantamporary literature. It certalnly merita eritical sxaminstion and
tvoluaticn by all vhe are zericusly ifnterestad in the future of religilon oo
Cur world,

1. Tf you rhould like to have a loan copy of The URANTIA Book to read,
please let us know and we will end=2avor to get cme to you.

2. At our npext meeting we will pursue in meve detail the concept of
revelation 4n The URANTIA Book. The opening lecture will be on the
origin of the book which is the firat thing cost people wish to know
about.

M.J.5.
7f1/80



A STHOFTIC INTRODUCTION TO THE URANTIA 800K

II., Bevelation

A. Tha origin of The URANTIA Book. (Lecture)

1. The first thing most peopla wish to know about The URANTIA Book. *

2. A natural reaciion becsuss of our cultural :u;ditiuning;

b. Bevelatory claims should always be questioned.

€. We sphould judge not by claim but by tha quality of centent,
2. The zuthor's aceount.

8. The authors epeak of it as the fifth epochal revelation. The :
other four: 1. Dalsmatlan teachipgs - Planetary Prince, 2. Edenic
teachings - Adgm and Eve, 3. Melchizedek of Salem - associate of
Abraha=m, &. Jegus of Hazageth., (1007-8)

b. Written by ci=arous auper=ortals and matariazlized in the Eaglish
lenguage. (64&B:7)

{1} Authcrs azknowladge difffculties in translatiog epiritual
rzalities into himun concepts =and lapguage, (1V:2)

{2} Uzed thouwssods of himan coacepts azd stetsmanis to facilitate
conprebension and commvaldeaticn.  (17:1, 1343)

ij} Authozs waga rigoroualy rratticted; they are poc mllowed to
#akicipate developaents i Zukuwra. {1i09:4)

(4} Tooteat of gevalacidca dsrs oot be too fer vzaowed from
tonkemporasy thought pstiasas.  (1007:1)

Pl 8
1)
L

The autbora rzalizs that hursg baings like %0 procard from

tha si=pls o tha 222pliz but point out that spiritual

wisdom is only ezhizyed in & holistic gppresch, upderstanding

tha origia, hiatory, eprd deatiny of wrivarse raslities. (215:2,3)

€. The Thought Adjustar {induvellizz Spizit of God) of a human being
vead usad In pome vay %o matsrlalize the URANTIA Papzrs in the
fngliah lenguega, (1Z06:7, 1258:1)

(1) Hidwsyera (beings quite cloge o us who can pperat2 ip both
the spiritual and material worlds) were wvied in the
naterialization process but oo description of the process
i given., (B65:5)

(2) Midvayars are in po vay mepociated with spirituslism or
zediuniatic phenonaps gad usvally do not allow humans to
vitneaas thelr activities. {8565:5)
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j. The huzen story.
-+ A group of Chicage pecple rzceived ths URANTIA Papers.

(1) In the mid 1920'g a group koown as the Forum organized
to discuss mesdical and paychological imsves. This group
was contacted by the revelators and eventually becama
igvelved with tha URANTIA Papers.

(2} In 1939 tha leadership of the Forum azked for voluntears
to syste=atically study the UEASTIA Papars. Seventy
respondsd and The Seventy wera traiped by directives from
the revelators and their own leaders up to the time of the
publication of The URANTIA Book. They wera told the book
did not beloog to the era in wvhich they were living but
would slowly take rcot in our society io the years to come.

b. Over twenty years ago I was a cember of a smell group of ministera
vho discoversd The URANTIA Book, redognized its potential, amd
ap2nt years resesrching the origine of the book.

{1} Thz pzople in thz Chicago office of URANTIA Brotherhood
sazvered all of our questiona candidly but would not talk
sbeut Swo things: the neme of tha fodividusl vho wep used.
in aome waY and the detsils esscciated with the materisalization
of the pepers.

{2) They izformed us that thay wera gsked o take vows of
epcrecy concerning iheas thi-ga. When asked why thase
Tzatiicticon were imposed oo thea, they gave tha following
Teicone:

{a} The revelators &2 not went soy hwman being zasociated
with thia vavalstion - no St. Peter or 5t. Psul.

(b} Fo hum=n boidng ¥aswm {uat hew this phenomensn was
aracutad. Tha revelaicra vaat oothing which sppzars
mireewloua ezacciered with tha kock. It nust atand
on ita swa merita.

(3} In {icterviawing piopla essscletsd with tha origin of Tha
UBANTTA Baoghk, we fourd them erizical end chjasctivae. Thay
Fad dzng couaidershls Tesszarch into the origin of tha papera
and ware comviaced ths teachniquss of the raception of the
UZAMTIA 2Pepars in no way parallals or impingas on =adlvmistie,
paychie, or subecopscious mental activicy.

B. The UBANTIA ook visw of revelrcion.

1. EZpochsl ravealation 1s paricdi:, successiva, and evoluticnary. Insofar
a8 the fndwelling Spirit rewveals truth to individualu, sevelation is
conkiruous. (1ll07:3)
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Fnowledge must be achieved by evolutionary discovery but it is integrated
and given spiritual wvalue orientation by revelation. " Tidis saves =much
time in elizinating the errors and distortions of evolution. (1110:2)

Hevelation is always fairly closely related to tha thought patterns of

the age in wvhich 1t is preeented. It is rootad selidly in evolutionary
foundations. (1007:1, 1106:2) . :
Bevelation expands snd advances the religlons of evolution. (1007:1)
Hevelation harmonires and intzgrates science, philosophy, and religien

by presenting more inrlusive vislons of reality. I, thereby, 1138:7)
transcends man's philesophical-spiritusl limitstions. ({59:4, llﬂﬁ=¥,_l;3?:3

BEevelation can be tested apd evaluated adaquately only by axperience. (1106:6)

. Bevaletion 1is never complete in floite experizoce until we meet the

Universal Father. Thia culminating exparisnce of finelity, however,
is only the beginning of lzaraing sbout the Flrst Source and Center
on other universa lavela pf realicy. (1008:3, 12, 13)

C. Sumzary.

A

3.

M.J.E.
7/1/80

Men has a tandency to confusz langusge with raslity, termoolegy with
truth, The Hew Teptament contazins the seme gpiritusl truths whather

we clasgify it as Tevslation or gemeral raliglous literature. A roee |
would lopk gnd =321l tha ze=s if it wars cerlled zn onion. The UZANTIL
Pook ahould ba syelusted in thiz way - by ica t-uth content or lack of
1t, ©at by ita zavelatory slaiaa.

« Hiatorically acw apiviteal eruth hsg v2celived characterintic tredatzent..

The ralizicus seaiots or fumdemantalists Jepounce it as "harssy" or
"tha work of che d27il" a2 the Flarisses 4id ths teschings of Jeaus.
Tha power structure of ascizty uevally zithar seudiovsly lgmoze 1t or
1ok dowa tholr pazeo at it, ms tha Sadducess did Jegua, until
raparcunsions of lts meazags begin 32 threaten thelr pockat books ox
thair sewer, Tha ecrasa peopla, hovewepr, ugunlly raceiva libereting
spizirzusl trueh gl=dly. Thz URAKTIA 3o0k cbvicualy pruasents oew sad
enlzisged ponizitval tpuch; it will ba fincaraeting to cbserva fita
cazapiicn by ococisky.

At cur pext meeting ve will sws=ipa the doctzina of God in The URANTIA

Book. It comhinse tha bact of tha ¢z=diticnsl static concepta of God

vith the nost =ascingful of tha pr2eant doy dynamie concepts (Tillich,
Teilhsrd de Chardin, Whitzhaed) 4in a uniquely cobersnt systesm. To the

beat of @y boowledge, it is tha =ost cozprehaneivs and inmsightfully
structurad holistic concapt of d=iry in philcsophie or religious literaiuras.



A SYHROPTIC INRTRODUCTION TO THE URANTIA BOOK

I1I. The Doctrine of God

A. The I AH Concept — Tha First Source and Centsr.

1. Tha I &4 concapt is a philosophic attempt to portray timeless realifies

to tha time-space limited mipnd of man, (6:4) Fxodua 3:14

2. Tha I AM achizves perscnality by becoming the Father of the Eternal
Sen and the Infinite Spirit. Concomitant with the differentistion
of the Son and tha Spirit from the Pathar, the Isle of Paradise and
the Cantral Tnivarse came into being. (In actuality the Faradise.
Trinity, Faradise, and the Central Universa have always baen in
exiztance.) (6:3)

b, The I AM has veality axzistential and potential qualities emhraced
by ssven Absolutes:

(1) Tha First Sourca znd Centar = The Universal Fathar.

(2) The Second Source and Ceoter — The Eternsl Son.

{3) The Third Scurca =nd Center — The Infinite Spirit.

{4) The Isla of Paradiza - the acurcs of 2ll universa =nergy
and gravity contzol.

{5) Tha Daity Abroluta - the acurce of uvnivaras causational
end parsesality potantials,

(8) Thz Unqualifisd Absolute = the ssurce of wmiversa statiz-
regztiva and infipite capecity potontiels.

{7) The Uaiversal Absolute - the aource of universe unity and
iptegratien. (1154-%6)

CGod, 28 the Firet Soucce and Center, 4s primordiasl, oatolagical,
apd tracscendeat af evaryehing 4n the untverse of univeries and is
linfted only by 411, {5:2, 21:7)

B. God ths Fathar.

1.

3.

' Cod 1s the bestowar of parsonality and ba dwalls within us. In Lim

The Univarssl Tachar im apiriz. F= is ths crestor, ceatroller, aod
infinite upholder of ell thizza. In ecience Ged asy be vegarded za
the firal cauves, in phi'cazophy 28 th= ultimste reslicy, and in
religion 23 a loving Father. (21:1, 25:1, 59:4)

God 1s the original persocality; ha relstezs as a loving Father with
all persons. God's behavior is conscious zod volitional; he has free
will and 18 not a captive of his ocwn psture. (28:6, 138:2)

God 18 a transcendent persoral reality, not just a syoonym for mature,
law, creativity, or love. And he is certainly not, in his ontological
reality, tha product of the mind ¢f men. (23:5)

God is infinite, aternal, righteous, just, lovipg, merciful, omnipeotent,
caniprecsnt, caniscent, and prizal. (44-53)

wa
live and move and hare our bedng. (70:3, 139:1)



IIT ==k

C. God the Son.

1. The' Son revesls tha trus natura of God to sll of tha univarses. ba im
tha Word of God. The Eterpal Sonm is the miunister of tha Fathar's lowej
he axtends love, mercy, and salvation to all created beings. (79:4, 74:7, 75:7)

2. The Eternal Son is the source of spirit—gravity in the universe; h
drews all perscoalities Godward. It is because of thia apiritual-gravity
that mortals are able to ascsod the umiverse and achieve Paradise. (84:2)

3. The Sons of tha Eternal Son bestow themselves on the inhabited planets
of the universe. They incarnste and take on the nature of the mortals
of the realms of space and share their life. These Sons open the way
to salvation in the imiversa. (86:2,5)

0. Ged the Spirit.

1. Tha Infinits Spirit assumes responsibility for carrying out the Fathar—.
Son plan for epirituel growth and Paradise attaipment. Tha Epirit is
tke grzat minister of the vniverse of universes. (93:7, 98:3)

2. The Infinics Spiric is the corrslator of all actual veality - the
zzaipulater of enacgy, tha absolute mind and tha source of tha aind=-
gravity circuit, end a minintsr to peracnalities. (96:4, 39:3, 102:2, 103:7)

3, The mimiotry of the Paradise Trinity is co-ordinsted. Tha Father
rsaches out in lowve; the Son in mercy carries hia love o all creation;
the Spirdit imepirzs mortels to rezpond to this love and beccms sons
and dzughters of the Universsl Pathar. (53:7)

E. Cod ghe Supreas.

1. God she Suprama i the actualizing zapsct of Deity and is evelviog
aloag with the svolutionary vniveraez of time and azpaca. He is the
Taity reaponse gt the totalicy of eveluticpaery undvarsa gxparience.
Tha Sepremp grows as tha parmenslities in the evolving univarsas progreoms
towstd gpliitwel perfacticn. {ﬁ;&; 1304:2, 1265:6)

*niz concept i3 very clcse %o the cocntsmporary deity ccoceépta in the
uriti=mga of Jumg, Tillich, Tailhard dz Chezrdin, and Whitshead. Freczss
Thiolsgy, which stems from Whiteheadiza philoeophy, speaks sbout tha
"orimordial nstura of God (all aterral chiscts} end tha "eonsequent”
acture of God (the evolviag sepact of reality) and thus comes very closa
to ths concapts of God im Tha URANTIA Beok. God the Supreme is also

asgentially tha semo as tha "ir=ananca’ concept of God in traditional
thaalogy.

2. Sonship is the important velstionship with God tha Father; achiavemant,
grewth, or accomplishment is the all important criterion of our
relatiocship with God the Supreme. The Suprema stimulates growth in
the evolutioponery universes. (1260:1, 1283:3)

3. At tha =pd of tha present wiverse zge the Suprems Being will ezargs
as the apirituvsl head of the svolutiopary universes. (1280:7)
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F. God the Sevenfoald.

1, Man progreasivaly discerns God throwgh the ministry of God the Sevenfold.
This is the “zpiritual ledder" by which man sscepds the niverse froa
his planatary origin to Paradiss. Hortals in our mniverse uu:c:nnivtlj
ancountar God in the following ordar: ,

2, Christ Michael.

b. Tha Ancients of Jays.

c. Tha Seventh-Me=tzv Spirit.

d. Tha Supreme Bsing.

8. God tha Spirie.

f. God the S5om.

g. God the Pather. (11:6, 1296:5)

2: Insplte of tha coxplexity of tha mapifesatatlons of Delty io tha
vuaiversa of miverses, God is one and thars {3 univerzal upity in his
miniztry. In hwman ezperience God is always one. (637:1, 380:4)

G. Smn.

| 1. Alebhough the cooeopt of God iz greatly cxpanded in Tha UFANTTA Beok, @ |
| it i3 solidls rocted 1o both tradicional apd contesporary Christien . It
vileva of God.

, 2.. Toa chief coptcibotion of The VEANTIA Pook wisw of God da that iE:
talarzae 2ad ictoepTates treditisral zcccepta in & way walch prazarves .
=1l of the old spiritunl valuea while at the cama tida hez the povzniial
of abizulpting zow and crescive thiokiog in Christian thzolegy zod

N chilasephy.

3. Az cur pazt vesting we will taks & look at thae tniverae cozmology of
Taa UTRANTTA Jock. Thie compology 12 toth =material apd epizitusl. With
ragerd to apirlitusl ccsmalozy, this 13 gcmething like going from the
Prolenzic viev of the unlverze pot just to ths Copsinican view but to
ths 2w zstropony of Genow, Hoyle, and Whipple all in oce jr=p!

H.J.5.
7/5/80



A STYROFTIC INTEODUCTION TO THE URAKTIA BOOE

IV. Cosmology

A. Physical cosmography.

1. A sinplified description of the astronomical universe from the center
outward starts with the Isle of Paradise which i surrounded by tha
one billion perfect pattern worlds of the central wnivarse, Evvona.
This centrml creation is encospassed by the saven evolutionary super-
universes with their trillions of iphshited planeta, all of which, 1is
encircled by four vast outer space levels. (129, 166)

a. Paradige, the central universe, and ths seven superunivarses all .
taken togather, is known as the Grand Universe which is inhabited.

5. The grand universe plua the four outer spaca levela, which are oor
ooWw inhabited, is known as the Master Universas,

c. Tha suparuniverses sre subdivided into major snd minor sectors,
local univarses, constsllaticns, aystems, and individual planets.

2. Paradise is thz sbsolute scurce and etesrpal focal point of all snergy-
" matter and matarial gravity. (125-6)

3. This phyaical cofmography toughly parallels what is known or hypothesized
by contemporary astronomy. Orventon, the seventh supuruniverse, for
lostince, 1a {dentifiad with the Milty Woy galaxy and most of its major
diviedlona have been {dearified by our astrocomers. (167:7)

4. The suthirs report that univarse space expands and contracts in Ewo
billion yeer cycles. (123:31) They meke miny corments which relate to
prasent day astroncmical concepts and data.

3. Ihe suthors, however, cauticn vs that becausa of restrictions placed |
om revalatory activity, the acisnce and coscolegy of The URANTIA Book
ate not lnapired. While ppiritusl insight is a revelatory gift, human
honowledge and ~Msdem gust evolve, Very soon, they tell us, the science
of The URANTTA ‘8 ok will be out growvm. (1109:4)

4. In 1%57 I eskad a naticcelly known puclear scientist and the head
of a univareity physics depertment to evaluate Papers 41 and 42
which deal with physics sod enzrgy. To my surprise, they both |
oald that this was sbout whare lesding physicists were 1n tha
tazly 1930's but chey thought they were a little betwond this now.

b. Cooverssly, the bock =akes a nuzher of scisntific observations
vhich were aot discovered until after the papers were recaived
or aven pfter tha book was published.

B. Spiritval cosmaloy.

1. Postmortal morontiasl (part matecial, part spiritual) and spiritual
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activities and training take place on architectural spheres. Thasa
specially constructed headquarters worlds and their satellites ars
distributed throughout the grand universe paralleling the geographic
and hierarchical cosmography of the matarial creationsa: systems,
constellatione, local tmiverse headquarters, minor sectors, =major
sectorse, superuniverse headquarters, the ooe billion spheres of tha
central universe and the Isle of Paradise,

Preniding over sach of these ascendiag spheres is a hierarchy of
gpiritus]l administrative personalicies. At each level the spiritual
activities and tTaining becomea progresalvely higher. (330-44)

a. Uur aystem, Satania, 18 supervised by a Lanonadek Sen, Lauufﬁréa.-'

who 18 known es our System Sovereign. Lucifer at ona time was
our System Soverelgn but wes depocsed following the rebellion
which he {opstigeted. (511)

b. Our constellatiom, Worlatiadek, is governed by three Vorondadek
Sona who are known as the Most Highe. EBecause of the Lucifer
rebellion they have been particulsarly active in the supervision
of cur plapec. (438)

€. Our loczal uvnlverse Nebadon, composed of taa millienm iphabitad
worlds vhen coxzpleted, ia ruled by & Socvareign Hichael Son often
referrad to as Christ Micheel. Polloving hia bestowal om our
plecet the Universsl Father zave hiz= coxplete authozity in cur
voiverze. He i3 a parfect ravelation of the Univereal Father &nd
the Ztgrmzl Son fo all ip our vodvarma. All who go to the Father

.

The physicel, mentnl, ozd spirizuel espacis of the diverss l2vele of
creaticn era iptagmared, corrilated, snd unified by A pupeth divine
pian and zo atareal purposa.  Svery fzdividval rapect of ths universe
reletaa o tha whaisa; zorhdzg exista 4n Lgelatfon. {637, 647:6)

L. DBuCEsTY.

1.

Tha —orereyal of this gigaatic matarial-mindel-spizitusl cosmology is
tha ooet vevolutionzry =ad ahocklog sapect of The URANTIA 3ook for
most pacpla. It presents a pilcture of tha apiritusl universe which
crtchee aad gurpssass the veaet asetroucxzical uvniverae our scientists
hava dipcsvarad.

a. Yy guggeation is that you st preseat meither acea2pt or reject
thia cosmology. Hold it ia your mind. Examina its oature and
icplications. After you pet used to the concept, you may find
it atimulatas soperior spiritusl insights and possessen many
edvantages over the aimplistiec Frolemaic spiritusl cosmology we
inkerited from our presclesntific anceators.

b. Even if you should eveniually reject this coamological picture,
it vill pot interfere with your appreclation of the maganificant
portrayal of the 1life end teaschinge of Jesus and the superb
philozophical concepta and spiritual insights of The URAKTIA Book.

in our upivesoe procszd chrovgh hia ioving local unlverse mipnletcoy.

(366)
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If oom accepts the cosmology, it must be on the basis of
. "reezagmunble" faith; the philosophical and spiritusl truths ope

can comfirm by spiritual intuitien, coberent resson, and concrete
EXPATILETCE.

2. At our next meeting wa will discuss the Christolegy of The URANTIA® Back
michg wicth =he meaning of salvation and its ramifications for tha futura,
Except that it is placed on an enlergzd universe scale, you will find
that the bawie theologicel poaitfons of thes book acve virtually identical
with the theology of mainline Christianity.

M.J.5.
7/1/80



A STHOFTIC INTRODUCTION TO THE URANTIA BOOE

V. Christolegy and the Planp of Salvation

A. The divine prebestowal status of Jegus,

1. Jesus was the incarnation of a Creator Son of the order of Michael,

Ha is known in our universe as Christ Hichael. Dan, 12:1, Rev. 12:7, {234}

8. The Creator Soos are creatsd by the Universal Pather and the
Eternal Som. Fach ia uniqua in nature as well ag personality, (234-5)

b. They are the creators and rulars of tha local universes as described
in tha prologue of the Gospel of Johm. (Johnp 1:1-18) Christ
HMichael is the creator of our univerae, Kebadon, (235:5, 358)

€. In their local universes these Creator Michselg arme known #s tha
"only begotten son." Tg & local vniversa, for all practical
purposes, a Hichael Son 13 God. Ha {s the local univerae personffication
of the Universal Father and the Eternal Son. Nome of his universe
Toceeds to the Father txcept through his minietry. (66:3), Joha 14:6

2. Each Michael Som must earn his sover=ignty by iocarnating in the likeness
of tha vardeus orders of created beinga in his universa, Jegus of
Nazareth was the sevanth and final bestowal of Christ Michael. (1323}

3. The bestowsl of Christ Michael an gur planet asm Jesus af Hezareth.
1. The Surposes of Jegus' mission were to:

4. Reveal tha Fathar. {1407:2)
b. Reveal man ta Cod, {1328:5)
. Aequire mortal saperiencs. (1407:2, 1424:3,4)
d. Termipats the Lucifer tebellion., (1494:3)
#. Frepare the way for the uaivereal bestowanl of Thought Ad{justers
znd the Spirit of Truth, {1328:3)
f. Become the inapivation for religlous living for all of his
universe, (1328:4)
E- Eatablich a new apd living vay from man o God. (1426:1, 1965:4)
h. Acquire soverelgnty., (1323:2) |

2. The events of Jesus' bagtowal. |
4. Jesus wes bomm Auguse 21, 7 B, C. {1351:5)

b. The early training and educatfon of Jesus was Tecelved 1o the
home and synagogue., Be gradusted from the 8yoagopua scheol during
his 13th year. When ha was 14 his fathar was killed in a conatruction |
Accident and Jesus became the sola Support and comfort of his
fazily. (1373, 1387-8) !

€+ From tha ages of 15 ¢o 26 Jesus merved as tha head of his family
following which his brother, James, took over the family
responsibilitics,
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d. During the years from age 27 to 32 Jesus conducted g private
personel miniatry traveling videly about the Roman world snd the
Caspian Sea regicm and working in the Zebedes boat building shop.

¢. Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist 1/14/25 in his 32nd vear.
Ba speot zost of the pext year selacting and training his apostles,
His public minfstry began 1/19/27 and terminated at his
crucifixion 4/7/30. (1504:5, 1587, 2006-7)

£. On 4/9/30 Jesus came forth froa the tomb with a morontia body -
the same kind af body mortals will have when they ara resurrected
from the sleep of death, (2022-3)
During his postrescrrection 80journ on our world Jesus made 19
dPpearances to mortals,. Hia ascension took place 5f18/30. (2057)

C. The plan of salvaticn,

1. Jesus' death on the crozs WHB DoL to atone for any sin of Adam or for
=an's supposed racial guilt. Jesus is a savior but Bot & ransooer or
& redeecer. (2016:7, 2017:2)

8. Evil, sin, and Judg=ent are stern apd sober raalitiea in the
toiversa; nevartheless, the Undiversal Father i nat a apirit Yapot
¥ho requires blood sacrifics or etopement for sinms, (2017-19)

b. By allowing misgufded mortals to put him to death, Jesus rade the
088 an 2ternel myzbol af Ehe teivmph of lewve ovar hate and tha
victory of truth over evil, (2018:2)

Z. Survival 15 detarminsd by tha wffirmation of truth, beauty, snd goodoeas
(Ged) as the parpon ainceraly underscends these values. ¥a aee aavad
by faich. (63, 69-70)

3. Desth worky oo segiec whersby w2 arve lzstentansously transformsd froa
enimsl—oripin careriel beings into perface spirit baiogs, WYz advaaca
ln the vnivarpe by evolutionery growth and szparisnza. Tha sotira
universe 18 a vast school for perfactiag martals,

8. The Univeérsal Father hap dacreed that 11 crosted beiznga shall
etrive for pecfaction as the requirement for ppcending 4o ths
valverse. (21:3)

b. We have a long Paradise Journey ahead that will aventually lead
to the Universal Father, entrancs into the Corps of Firalicy,
and future universe service. {354:3)

4. Inspits of the {=parfection, suffering, and disappointmants which ars
4 part of thia lifa, we heve shead g great destiny of eterpal progreas
iod endlesa service, Indeed, the grueling expariences of this world
are part of the divine plan to mold us into atrong and couragecus
personalities who will ba prepared for the greater tesks and cpportunities
ahead. (258, 365, 498, 1194)



D. Summary.

1,

3.

4.
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The UBARTIA Eook prabestowal statuvs of Jesus differs from that of

traditional Christian views in fact but not in truth. In our ignorance
of universe cosmolegy, we assimed Jesus was the incarnation of thae,
pocond perscn of tha Trinity. Ra, in truth, does have all of the
prerogetives of the second person of the Trinity in our universa.
Christ Michael Is eveon more important in the URANTIA Book picturas -
beling both creator and savior - thken 1o traditional Christimnity.

- The ceatrality of Jesus to salvatiom is identical with that of orthodox .

Chriatianity but because of the enlarged spiritual cosmology salvation
iz open, not Just to Christians, but to all who live on our planet.

Tha enlarged and enhanced preszntation of tha 1ife and teachinga

of Jesus bag great potential for ravitalizing the churches of Wastern
Givilization and stimulsting a wpiritual renaissance amonpg all
religions.

The URANTIA Eook reminds us that all religions have admirabls qualities
end that they have much to learn from each other.




A SYWOFTIC INTHODUCTICN TO THE UEANTIA BOOE

VI. The Church and the Kicgdem of Eeaven

A. Discinctions betwesn the Christian Church and Jesus' concapt of tha Fingdem
of Essven: tha church ig largely a social institutiom; the kingdom of hemvan
is a spiritual relaticmahip.

l. The Christian Church.

4. Christianity oftsn promotes a religion about Jesus emphasizing
a particular bracd of theology; the kingdom of besven is a spiritual
relationsbip with God exphasizing tha rzligion of Jesus. Jesus
stressed the {aportance of a living, persomal relationship with
God 2nd s2rving our fellowmen, (2092:5)

= b. The church has bececma the sccialized and himenizsd shadow of the
gpiritual brotherhcod and hag often taken tha place of Jesus'
coocapt of the kingdom. The church za a soccial axpression of tha
wingdom is both catural snd good but the church shoold pever szek
fo lay clain to the spiritual prerogatives of tha kingdom,
(1B54:6, 1BSS5, 1836:1)

c. In ovder to comirol tha dyns=ic relizion of Jesus tha ehurch hes
theroughly treditiozslizad, degmstired, and {nstizutiopalizad it
= thus unuhiceingly daccufrg an obstacla to the growth of che
7arl teschicgs of J2sve cand the fallewship of balisvers. (1088:2, 2085:1)

d. Eaculazism breks the bonds of church suthoritarisntz-m bhut pow
ihrzatans to arechlish a Aedlzea nozizty. Humy Christin-a era
dicondcionaly aazoleciecs.  (2081:3,4)

2. The Ringdoa of 2rvan.

9. The Xipgdew of heavan 2y sa {omer spleitusl relationship centerad
+3 Ehe trath of the fsthaghoed of Ged and the orotharhood of man.
It 218 the rule of {*d in the heartas of men. Jesus cepeatedly
celzzad to the key fzpertarce of the "ip=er" nsture of the
tingdem of hapven, {3859:3) Lua 17:71

5. The azezatials of tataring the kingdoa are faith, sincarity,
Azd bunger for truth, besuty, ard goodpess. (1861:2)

¢. The cardinal features of the kiag-om are the realization of the
fatharhood of Ged snd the brotharhsod of rmen etrzsaing the
izportanca of the individusl &azd his will de#ciricne, personal
fellowship with Cod, the loving asrvica of man, ard the deminance
of the apiritual realitiss in tha 1ifa of men. {1B65:1, 18563:3)

B. Tha rocial dypamies of religious inatitutiona.

1. Whan weliglon becomes fcstituticnalized tha potentials for evil are
greatly increaped,

2. There iz a tendency to fi=ste zod stecdardic®tzuth elong with a
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failure to make up to date iaterpratations of religicus principlal-_

b, Ecclzaiamtical suthority usually develops and iz often associated
vith intolerant standards of orthoedoxy.

c, Inatituctions accuwmulate vested intarsata nnd bacoma 1nvn1v=d An
sacular activities.

d, Leaders becoze acminipirators rather than ministers and devote themsalves
to the sarvice of tha church which they confuse with the service
af Cod,.

2., Institutional religion venerates the past and often ignores contemporary
creativa opportunities of service and therzby falls to interest
and challsnge youth. (1092:4)

2. Inspite of theae problezs, there is a real peed and purposa for religious
izacitucions.

a. They help magnify the importance of truth, beauty, a&nd goodoess
ind ell spiritual valies,

b. They provide religious education end furpnish spiritusl counssling
and guldanpce.

c. Thay striva to snheance the notentials of femily - 11ife, friendship,
zorality, snd oeighborhood bettar=ent,

d. Tay satoursge group Wworship &nd spread the =esasge of selvation.
(1092:3)

3. Religion, veligicus ipsiituticme, or celigious groups zhould not becoze
orginlenlly involwved im Escular work, socizl reconatructicon, or economic
tzorgandzation but as elvilization =dvenecas thay should coaetantly
update thair religlous positioms by Tekieg vigotous testatsments of
their zoral mandstes and spiritual priceiples. (10B7:3)

a. It 43 wipa for raligious zroupm to confine theilr activities to
religiovs couses, (106%:6, 1089:3, 2085:6, 2086:6,7)

b. Raligicnistas should fupction in society, in indvstry, and in
politics as iadividuals, not 2a religious groups. (108%)

C. Jesus' concept of the kingdom will prevail.
l. Inspite of its limications Chriotianity is the beat religion of the
Ewentieth century. It is one of the greatsst powers for good om
earth. {2083:5, 2085:2)
2. The church is the larvel stags of the thwartsd spirirual kingdom. The
kingdom inaugurated by Jesws 1s still alive and will ecarge as the
donipant epivitual force on our planet. (1866:4)

3. We are 1living in ome of the pivotal periods of history. Wa are on tha
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threahold of one of the most important periods of spiritual enlightarment
our planet has ever axperienced. Tha more complete revelation of tha
1ife and teachings of Jesus will liberate mankind from ninetasn centuries

of theslogical traditiom and religious dogma. (2082:8,10, 2083:2, 2084:6, 2090:3

D. Tha kingdom of God is en iovisible and epiritual brotherhood which is destined
to become a living organism transcending social instituticoms. Wa are called
to apiritual unity, oot wniformity.

1. Spiritual unity is based on cocmon ideals, purposes, and goals, oot on
the smma theological beliefs and creeda. The divisions, rivalry, and
entagonism in tha Christian Church ere A disgrace to an organization
which clafms to be insapired by the life and teachings of Jesus.
(1135:3, 1B66:3, 2085:7)

2. Tha great hope of our world ia that thias expanded revelation of truth
will unite the churches and raligions of cur plinet in common and
fraternal purposes and ideals. (20B6:2)

E: Sumnary.

1. The URANTIA Book presents s truly ecumenical approach to religicn. It
esphasizea that you may belong to eny religious group or to no religious
group and still be in the kingdem of Ged. It, hopefully, will becoze
a mighty influspce which will soma day vittually eliminate the narrow
azctarigniss, the conflice aod antegoniem =mong religicus grovps on
our world.

2. Ita matura, evolutionery, univa-se orizated frazza of referzeace free
us frem tha compulsive desire to "zave" people by urging thaa to adopt
our teligious or philesephic wizwse. It holps us to be patient,
understanding, and loving with the fmmature, the fearful, th= apgry,
and the zgoceantriec peopla of our world. The URANTIA Book halpsa us,
£8 minkind hes geldcm boaen helpad, ta identify with the world—ide
femily of God.

M.J.5.
7/1/80



A STHOFTIC INTEODUCTION TO THE URANTIA BOOK

VII. Prayar and Worship

A. The distinction betwsen prayer and wirship and their relatiomal aspocts.

1. Prayer alvays has an element of self or creaturs interest and concernm.
Worship is self-forgetting; it is the contemplation of God and is an end
in itself. (65:6, 1616:9)

2, Frayer =ay lead te worship and be an aid to worship. Prayer is the
powerizing himan need resching out beyond itself which ia eventually
rewarded by the ensrgizing practice of worship. (1621:7)

B. The nature and effect of prayer.

1. Tha pature of prayer.

i.

Frayer 1s communication with God designed to expand inaijht.
(1516, 1B48)

Freyar is both a sound psychologiecal practice which augments
self-realization and an 2ffective spiritual teehaique to expand
tke goul. {997, 399, 1621}

Prayer 18 not a t=chnique to eaczpe life's difficulties but a way:
in wbich we cen leamn to face conflict and :uffetiug weaniogfully
and couragecvsly. Prapar does not change God's mind but it nay
change the peraon praying. (1001-2, 1619, 1621)

!. Tae distorzion of prayer.

£

frimitive zod {scature prayasr attespts to pleed or bargsin with

“od for h=al:th, wealth, power, or preference. Preyer cormally

h=3 no direct effect oa the physiczl envireomment or erganie: dig=ase
but through the ministration of =ind it may greatly comtribute toi
the tharapautic effoct of acizarifiz-medical remadial proce du:*a*
(983:7, 999:4.5)

. Pravar cannot ha ugad to c¢ircumvent vnivarse laws and the l.i.mi...ﬁl:inns:

of tima end zpaca. Qur preyers ahould always ba consistimt with
our knocls’'ge of universe lews. (1628:3, 1639:5) ;

Tha ppitvitnal level of peoplas ia ravealad by tha nature of thnir
preyara; howsver, the more rature ghould not eriticize or r:[.dii:'u.ltl

the naive and the imeaturs, (999:3) . T

3. Conditions of effectiwvas prayar.

-

a. Words are not i=portant in prayer; God reeponds only to the trua

end sincera attitudes of the =iad and soul, The werbal aspects
of prayer, however, may hauve sutosuggeative or sociocauggestive

valua, (1002:5)
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b. Wa ehould pray for divina guidance to solve our human problems,
not for some cosmic, mirzculous aolutiom, (1002)

c. To pray sffectively you must face reality honestly and intelligently,
atte=mpt to solve problems by the resources which you hzve, be
dedicated to doing the will of God, and have living faith. Prayer
sbhould seek for divine wisdom to solve problems. (1003:7, 16%0:6)

d. We can learn much by observing the prayer lifa of Jesus. Prayar
encompassed tha total expression of his balanced and creative 1life
on our world, Jesus maintained his unbroken communicon with GCod
oot by psychic lesdings or mystical expariences but by sharing his |
highsat values and deepest concerns with the Father. (2089:1)

4. The anEwsr to prayer.

4. Only prayers which are rcoted in spiritusl reality and sustained
by falth are answered in the fremas of reference of the petitionar.
Fraysrs are acewersd in tzrms of true spiritual meeds. (1638-9, 1B48-9)

b. Wa should oot sttsmpt to ure praysr es m substitute for humsn
izgeauity and sction. It concot ba ussd to escspe realicy. (997:7,.8)

€. Zc=a prajera bacaues of chair vialovary sspirstions and all-
Snsampazaing wature csn coly be fully eoswerad in efzraley.  (1848-9)

J. The afifazz of prayer.
2. Trayer fp & vital end irdispenzabla factor in spiritusl grewth.
2v2a Imaatuza asd fuzils prayercs axpaod the couwl's potantial. ({1621:1)
{1002:2,3, 598:3)

b. Prayer i3 o 2sjor resource for tha schisvement of human sslf-
Teaiization, aifectiTezssa, azd ipmsc pegca,

C. Prayar nza great escisl repsrcuseic=a s=nd ia an sntidota to
r2rzopality fgoletion. (995:5, $93:5)

iha mstus2 ond effect of wership.

1. Prizitive forma af wareghip.

8. In wsn's long histery he has worshiped mlmoat averything. He has
zven deified ead sainted himazlf. To the pri=mitive wmind fear end
vorahip were wirtuslly avaonyucus. (9947, 948:8)

b. Worship ashould pot be coafusad with psychic or myatlical experience.
Theae unusuzl expariencaa aze oftea triggersd by sxtrema, intense,
rhythzic, repatitative, or hypootic phyaical or mental conditions
snd sre largsly phencsena of the subconsclouvs mind. (100:2)

2. Communien with God.
a. Worahip 1s zpiritual communion with God; it is che part identifying
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with thie vhole. True worship f{s contact with Beality. (2095:6)

b. .Tha gruntest opportunity, challenge, and adventurs of msn is to
achievae God-consciousoess - contact with the indwelling Spirit
of God. (2097:2)

3. Accoapanizenics of worship,

a. The atacsphers of sizple beauty or naturs and the structurs of
appealing ritual can be condoeive to worahip. (1076:4, 1840:6)

b. Worship should slternata with service. (1616:5)
4. The affect of worship.
a. Worship is tba most creatiwe activity of man. It revews the mind
stinulazas soul growth, eliminataes insecurity and personality

isolati-m, &nd greatly increases the total resources of the
fndividi=al. (192, 1095, 1616, 1774, 1777}

b, Worzhip 1s sncestor to the highast joys of men. As our knowledge
of God In the yniveraa increases, worship becomes our highest
privilaza snd greatsst plassura. (303:6)

D. Suzmmary.

1. There {g much gocd litarsture on prayer and worship., Tha URANTIA Book
folnforces toa bast of thess wriclnga. It's teschiags ars maturs,
balansed, snd raality orisntad. In sddition the book clarifies the
=eny fecats of zplvdteal miniztry which, heratofore, hava bean only
vagualy seased. The UBANTIA Zook makes tha apirituval werld conceptually
tecgible and resl, zot just a vague, lsrgely formless mythology.

2. It tekes the 22gic out of prayar mnd saparstas paychic end myatical
statzs from worship. At the asce ciza it eskes prryer, worship, and
zarvice, ciniral in religiows living. Theas taschings reinforca what
is generally racogniced sa the dast viwws szd prectices of prayar and
worship da tha ralipisne of the srorid.

H.J.8.
7/1f80



