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Introduction 

Ever s ince  man first becrane conscious of himself' and of h i s  environment; he has 
asked questions about both. Regardless of how the  questions are worded, i n  
general  they can be reduced t o  a few simple quer%es, These =are: "Why am I here?" 
Where am I going?" ItIf,Jhat i s  t h e  meaning o f  it a l l ? "  and, Ilkhat am I? " 
The answers t o  these  questions have not been easy t o  obt?.in. .Man, therefore,  
developed a technique of postula t ing answers t o  h i s  questions,  and then 
aktempted t o  develop t h e  means of t e s t i n g  these  pos tu la tes  under reproducible 
conditions consis tent  wi th  h i s  knowledge of h i s  environment. Thus was t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  method f o r  t h e  study of physical  phenomena born and i t s  success has 
changed t he  face  of c iv i l i za t ion .  

No such success hes accrued t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of man i n  t h e  a reas  of meanings 
(Philosophy), and values ( ~ e l i ~ i o n ) ,  f o r  no v a l i d  method has ever been developed 
t o  t e s t  t he  pos tu la tes  of Philosophy and Religion with t h e  e f f i c iences  avai lable  
t o  science a,t t h e  physical  l e v e l  of existence. The t r u t h  of  meanings and values 
i s  something t h a t  must s t i l l  be Itfelt1l by t h e  ir~diitidual. a s  a near-emotion& ex- 
perience. Consequently, individual  judgment, d ~ t h  all i t s  personal uniqueness 
and var ie ty ,  i s  s t i l l  a major t e s t i n g  procedure f o r  new pos tu la tes  i n  P h i l o s o ~ h ~  
and Religion, 
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However, History has taught us  t h a t  mmy men and women whom we have ca l l ed  
ltprophetsH have per iod ica l ly  appeared with new cmd advanced postula tes  t h a t  have 
gained such acceptance t h a t  new r e l i g ions  have resu l t ed  therefrom which have had 
tremendous influence on t h e  development of c i v i l i z a t i ons .  In t h i s  group we f ind 
Gaut~ma Siddha.rtha (~uddha )  in India;  Lao-tse and Confucius i n  China; Ikhnaton 
i n  Egypt; Zoroaster i n  Pers ia ,  all of-whom mysteriously appeared about 2,300 ' 

years ago, almost as though by design, t o . b e  followed l a t e r  by Jesus of Nazareth, 
and Iiiohvlimed in Arabia, Scores of o thers ,  perhaps l e s s  wel l  known, have appeared 
on t h e  stage and have had t h e i r  i n f l u m c e  on t h e  world. 

The teachings of these  Itprophetslt i.re have ca l l ed  l l revela t ionsr t  because each 
advanced a new concept of man i n  r e l a t i on  t o  u l t imate  r e a l i t y ,  They."revecded" 
new t r u t h s  t o  man a.bokt himself, and h i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  his environment, and i n  some 
degree, t o  h i s  Creator. They have all had a s t rong impact because they provided 
contemporary answers t o  the  questions asked above. 

But no revelat ion,  shor t  of finding and r e c o g n i ~ i i ~ l u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y ,  God, The 
Uncaused Cause, can be f i n d .  Revelation i s  thus per iodic ,  p a r t i a l ,  and l imi ted 
t o  t h e  conceptual boundaries of m3nls i n t e f i e c tua l  universe o f  knowledge. AS 
Inan's i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r o n t i e r s  hzve expanded, and when- t h e  need f o r  new revela t ions  
caused by this has grown t o  a point  of g rea t  tens ion,  another revela t ion has 
always appeared. 

Today our understanding of cosmology i s  growing with t he  use of t h e  200-inch 
telescope,  t he  radio-telescopes and receivers  aimed a t  space. Data a l ready 
co l lec ted  may not be analyzed and in te rpre ted  f o r  many years. lvlen have ac tua l ly  
walked on the  moon. Probes have gone t o  the  p lane t s  Mars and Venus t o  record 
2nd re tu rn  data ,  even photographs. 



Slowly it i s  dawning upon us t h 2 t  even t h e  physical  s i z e  of the universe may be 
beyond our present  c a p a c i t i e s  t o  comprehend. So f a r  we have been able  t o  d e t e c t  

l i t t l e  about t h e  physica l  univel-se organizat ion beyond our p:resent ideas  
ah ~t g a l d e s .  We ask quest ions;  How a r e  t h e  s t a r r y  heavens organized? Is 
the re  a p a t t e r n  in cosmology such as we f ind  i n  t e r r e s t r i d  nhture? \ h a t  i s  m a  ' s  
r e l a t i o n  t o  a l l  of t h i s ?  Does he have a fu tu re  out  the re?  Are our  idenas about 
the  origin,  age, and development of t h e  universe v,alid? Are we being misled by 
our a b i l i t y  t o  observe only  a  small por t ion ins tead  of t h e  t o t a l  phenomenon? And 
f i n a l l y  again, why am I here? These ques t ions  a l l  contr ibute  t o  a mounting 
tens ion.  

Fi f teen years ago, i n  1955, without fanfare  o r  pub l i c i ty ,  without preaching o r  
promotion, t h e r e  appeared i n  the  c i t y  of Chicago, I l l i n o i s ,  U.  S. A.,  a 2097- 
page book c a l l e d  t h e  Urantia. Book. Its name der ives  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  within - 
it o u r  p lanet  i s  c a l l e d  Urantia, Those who have read it se r ious ly  and in d e t a i l ,  
and repeatedly,  are  genera.11~ convinced t h a t  it is t h e  l l revela t ionl l  f o r  which 
contemporary soc ie ty  has  so long been crying. The f i rs t  p r in t ing  of 1 0 , m  
copies l a s t e d  f o r  12 y e w s  before d i s t r i b u t i o n  w a s  completed. The second 
p r i n t i n g  of 10,000 copies in 1967, a t  t h e  p resen t  r a t e  o f  dissemination w i l l  
l a s t  about f o u r  years o r  l e s s .  Sales  of t h e  book have been almost s o l e l y  by mrd- 
of-mouth, a d  through t h e  g ra tu i tous  e f f o r t s  of ?, very  s m d l  band of dedicated 
people c ~ ~ e d  t h e  Urant ia  Brotherhood.. It has been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  French, 2nd 
a  Finnish  t rans la . t ion  i s  now under negot ia t ion .  Copies have been sent  t o  8 h o s t  
a l l  countr ies  o f  t h i s  world. 

Wh3.t mzkes- t h i s  book a revela t ion?  The t r u e  nnswer can only be found i n  
reading it, then studying it. However, some reasons can be given and they are:  
S-ly because it presen t s  a  cosmology which i s  cons i s t en t  with, and i s  an ex- 
t don of our present  knowledge of cosmology. For example, it f o r e t o l d  Gal- 
c. 1 1 9  a s  b e i n g  present  i n . t h e  sun. It was discovered t h e r e  i n  1964 (Time 
Magazine, I.iay 29, 1964, pp, 80). It presen t s  a  c l e a r ,  understandable 
about t h e  nature  and des t in$ of  man. It teaches t h e  re l ig ion  of Jesus ins tead 
of a  reJigion ?.bout Jesus.  It recognizes evolutione.ry r e l i g i o n  a s  separate 
from revela t ion.  It s t r e s s e s  t h e  importance of the  ind iv idua l  regardless  of 
o r i g i n  and t e l l s  something about our supernal  des t in ies .  It d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  
between f a c t ,  meaning, and value;  science,  philosophy, and re l ig ion ,  md then 
u n i t e s  them in a t r u e  in tegra t ion .  

The U r m t i a  Book i s  divided i n t o  four pa r t s .  

P a r t  -- One. Thirty-one papers. These dep ic t  the  n a t u r e  of Deity and the  
r e a l i t y  of Paradise,  d iscuss  t h e  cosmology of t h e  Superuniverses, and por t ray  
some of t h e i r  inhab i t an t s  by o r i g i n  and function,  They also discuss t h e  or- 
ganizat ion and workings of  t h e  Central  2nd Superuniverses. 

P a r t  -- Two. Twenty-five papers. TheSe discuss  t h e  Local Universe. an adminis- 
t r a t i v e  subdivision,  i n  terms of organizat ion and administrat ion complete 
with t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  in authori ty.  These papers a l so  t e l l  much about the .  
ca ree r  of the  human. persona2k-y after it terminates  i t s  s t a y  on t h i s  planet ,  
Urcultia, by t h e  death and d i s so lu t ion  of i t s  physica l  carrying mechanism. They 
d e p i c t  our  f i r s t  s t eps  on new m r l d s  and t h e  tremendous progran provided f o r  
our personal  development which w i l l  sometime permit us t o  recognize God 
when we have, by our own e f f o r t s ,  aided by ever-present c e l e s t i a l  help, g m m  
ar-' developed t o  t h a t  po in t  where we have t h e  conceptual ca.pacity t o  see and 
r gnize God. The challenge i s  immense and the  help  equal t o  it. 



Par t  Three. Sixty-three papers. The h i s t o ry  of our  p l a t ,  Urantia, f r o m  i t s  
o r i g in  in- a sun (ours)  thrown out  by t he  now ex t inc t  iuldronover nebula about 
6,00O,C00,000 years ago t o  t he  present. Its geologic and l i f e  evolution 
( a f t e r  impb.ntation) is traced as well as the  evolution of races, c iv i l i z a t i ons ,  
customs, philosophies, and re l ig ion.  Many new in s igh t s  found in h i t he r to  un- 
avai lable  sources a r e  revealed, We lea rn  of much previously forgotten and l o s t  
about our  O w n  h i s to ry  and evolution. New and higher re l ig ious  ins igh ts  make 
t h e i r  appearance. 

Pa.rt - Four. Sevenbj-seven papers. These record t h e  l i f e  and teachings of t h a t  
superb being known t o  us as Jesus of Nazareth. From h i ther to  unavailable 
sources, h i s  p re -Ur 'mt ia  l i f e  is  unfolded and t h e  d e t a i l s  of h i s  own e a r l y  
existence here are  t o l d  year by year. lie l e a r n  d e t a i l s  of h i s  family l i f e ,  h i s  
re l ig ious  growth, t he  death of h i s  fa ther ,  Joseph, and much d e t a i l  which was 
a p p ~ r e n t l y  withheld. from h i s  apostles. Ithat a c tua l l y  happened when t h e  so- 
ca l l ed  were performed, 

Presented in detail .  are  t he  teachings of Jesus which even i n  t he  at tenuated 
and compromised form known as Chr i s t i an i ty  have been t h e  driving force.  behind 
ciestern Civilizaticln, Reaffirmed i s  h i s  g r ea t  love fo r  t h e  individual ,  ye t  
uncompromised i s  th~e  high i d e a l  of attainment he s e t s  f o r  everyone. us0 
presented i s  the r e a l  philosophy and re l ig ion  of Jesus, and we lea rn  how much 
evolutionary re l ig ion has di lu tdd it And rhodtifie'dLit in order t o  force it in to  
t h e  mold of passing contemporary doctrine and dogma, A s  presented, t h e  re l ig ion  
of Jesus i s  dynamic, inspir ing,  up l i f t ing ,  t o t a l l y  contemporary, because it is  
t imeless and worthy of l i f e long  study. 
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The wr i t e r  once asked t h e  l a t e  S i r  Hubert Wilkins, who was a Urantia Book 
devotee even p r io r  t o  publication, Itbhat i s  your t e s t  of the  v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  
work?I1 S i r  Hubert 1 s answer was a succinct  c lass ic .  He said,  "It ' 9  u t t e r  
consistency with i t s e l f  . I 1  

The wr i t e r  has gained a outlook upon l i f e  and a personal philosophy so l e ly  
from the  study of t h i s  book t ha t  he has found in no other sources. Simply 
expressed, it i s  t h i s :  The Urantia Eook has given m e  so many clues t o  t h e  
t r u th s  and r e a l i t i e s  t ha t  are t o  be found from t h e  observation of l i f e  011 t h i s  
planet  chat  I des i re  to  rannin here t o  experience l i f e  and gain knowledge 
through t he  experierike.iof l i v i n g  t h i s  l i f e  as  long as my physical mechanism 
can be kept i n  working order. Knowledge d i s t i l l e d  with experience produces 
wisdom, a. comodity we all need. However, when m y  course here i s  f i n a l l y  run, 
t he  day I d i e  w i l l  be the  most i n t e r e s t i n g  day of my l i f e ,  


