::-’*lﬁiﬁ-l.'?:t_eff ﬂ.-’#} /,f:l-ﬁa_-fu_-l.,l __.é'{;.;,&'
Ml
/e — levdiin /Eﬁﬁﬂﬂfﬂ
The most inolghtful students of oumsn nature down through tae centurles have
repeatedly observed in wany different weys that the most slgnificent human urge
wes toe growth snd development of a creative personslity, the actuallzation of
our potentialities, the fulfillment of our autnentic aelf. Otto Rank, who is
generully recognized as the most brilliant of the Viennese psychoanslysts, ob-
served thet this baslc urge %o creativity and self-actualizeticn wes inseparably
linked with onother fundapentsl humen need - the urge to immortality. Men is a
being whose consclousness transcende toe present snd projects itself into the
future. To a considersble degree wsn has an eternity identificetion, & hunger
for immortelity, an awareness that he bes 8 destiny. Henk believed the most basie
resgon that man begets children, bullds & community and elvilizstion, and creates
works of ert wes not the more immediste drives which relate to these sctlvities
but toat all of thls sctivity ie sustsined becsuge of =en's largely unconsclous
urge to immortality.

Whenever man's daily activities become divorced from hls eternal asplrations,
hip sense of belng zssocisted with some eignificant development and progress, with
some eternal destiny he loses his interest and creative relationship with sctivities
in the present. HMithout an adequate hope for the future, 1ife becomee & routine,
stale, cynical, trying, even despalring siruggle for existence. We sense that we
are living in & vacuun whnere nothing resl i1s taking plsce. Dr. Charles Glock of
the University of Celifornie in & recent survey diascovered that nearly half of the
people in our society have serious doubts about 1ife after death. ("Will Etnics
Be the Death of Chrlstianity?" Traps-ection, June 1968). This less of & sense
of destiny is part of the snswer for coutemporary men's frustration, sense of
futility, end awereness tnat he is living in an existential vacuum. Even those
who maintain their faitn in man's eternsl destiny find inadequate comfort and often
gven esberregsment in our Caristian eschatology. In an sge wien med Lived meinly
in gqualid huts bordering mud rosda & Leaven of golden gtreets and pearly gutes
wes &0 inspiring destiny. Fhenever eductted men were serlously searching for megie
 formulues to turn common substances into gold and believed in tne mirsculous,
sponteneous generation of 1ife, the idea thet desth and resurrection suddenly turned
imperfect material beings into perfect splritusl beings seemed reasonsble. At &
tize when our most learned people saw the earth ag the center of the universe, it
was not difficult to Delleve thet heaven weg up beyond the rigid firmament which
divided heaven frow earth. Today men of faith and learning have not only abandoned
such & ppiritusl cosmology but in their embarrassment with the Bibliesl eschatology
they have negsted almost all speeific traditionsal assumptions about the spiritual
world. Everything from angels to hewvenly harps tend to be regarded as enthropo-
morphisms wiich one does not take too seriously. Therefors, even the most con-
structive influences in our ®elligicus culture are undermining man's true zensze of
destiny and along with 1% the memningfulness of his present life.

At each step in the history of our plenet when spiritusl visgion has grown dim,
a8 men wes in danger of losing his cosmic orientation and elong with it hig urge
for spiritual growth - always &t this polnt, in the fuldness of time, new prophets
have appeared; fresh revelatory encoubters have restored a transcendentsl tension
which hes given & new meaning snd high purpose to our common life. In our time
the spirltusl sdaministrators of our plenet have not forgotien us nor ignored our
desperate plight. Into the waste land of & decadent Christlanity which has snnounced
its ultimate despsir in the death of God theology, they heve given birth to an en-
lurped spirituel cosmology of epochal significsnce. Thogse of us who have been
fortunate enough to be introduced to The Urantis Book reslize "it spesks to man's



deep spiritusl yesrnings and satisfies the intellect, fully hermonizlng religion,
pnilogopny, &nd todey's science through the fostering of a religion and & cosmology
wilch ere commensurafe with man'pg intellectusl and cultural development. It opens
new vistes of time sud eternity, new concepis of man'g ever-agcending adventure

of finding Upd the Feather.® 1.','I.Trl!.'n.r.Lt.i..IEL Brotherticod Summery, 19638). Men now hes sn
eschetology which challenges hls wmost sdvanced phygics and astronomy rather than
being dwarfed by them. Here he hes & spirltual destiny cepable of inapiring his
mortel life to ite highest potentisls. Here we have en understanding of unlverse
dynemics which fllls our planctery llfe with the preatest gignificance. For the
pagt two days we have been Listening to the mervelous sdventures wihich aweit us,
to the challenging ecnievemente anesd, to the supernal destiny of lowly morteals.

Such dignlty of destiny, once comprehended, endows our present 1ife with eternal
meaning and significance. #e are therefore sdmonished to meke this challenging
adventure tie supreme study of man. "love of adventure, curiosity, and dreed of
zonotony - these tralts inherent in evolving humen neture - were not put there just
to egpravete end eanoy you duripng your short sojourn on earth, but rather to suggest

Lo you tuet death is only the beginning of sn epndless cereer of sdventure, an
everlesting life of anticipstion, &n eterusl voyage of discovery." {159)

1 even puspect toat the wide-ppread interest smong young people in fantasles
like J. H. K. Tolkien's trilogy X 4g rooted in our uncongelous
awereness that there are otier levels of reslity and existence peopled with meny
different typee of personalitles and that such lltersry creaticns mey be inspired

and read 88 preparation, ss a mortel psychologieal reheargal, for the grest ascendemt
adventure ahead. The spiritusl supervisors of gur plenet have now judged us
pufficiently mature to be given a gynoptic view of the Universe of Universes in the
Urentie Hook., Tnis, I belleve, will mark one of the major cosmolopical-intellectusl
turning pointe lo the history of our planet. One day the B.U. (Before Urantias) era
will geem quite ag losature cosmologlcally as the B.C. ere now seems inedequate
spiritually. &lvin, dnne, Bath, and Julis heve gilven us & bird's eye view of the
long developuental-educetionsl experlence which swalts us.

On the mension worlds we resuce our llves just where we left off when we are
overteken by cesth. &Although the mansion worlds will probably more than measure dp
to our traditional concepis of neuven, the notion that g1l of our problems, deficilencies,
and lipitations will be instantly solved in "hesven" is a wishful 1l1lusion of immature
raligious thought. All intellectual, personel, and apiritual growth 1s an experientisal,
evolutlonsry schievement. On our iowsrd sscent, however, we shall find that unlimited
facilities and powsr havelbeen provided to insure ocur ultimete attainment of the
Paradise goal of divine perfection. The uanslon worlds specialize in mortel deficlency
ministry. Tney are the “"pead-slart" schools of ocur system. Here our socilsl limite-
tlons, mentel dlshermonies, snd cultural deficiencles are improved. By the time we
get to the fifth mangion world a gemuine cosmic conscicusnese hes evolved spd we
have & Dona flde experientisl enthusiasu for the Havone escent. Shortly after this
the typical individusl fuges wiilh his Tnought Adjuster, recelves his permenent
universe neme &ud, with guldonce, chooses one of the optlonal routes to Havona along
with differentlel techniques to be used in Parsdige sttsinment. Finslly on the
geventh mangion world thogze of us coming Trom isolated and retarded worlds will
achieve full equality with those whe have been educeted on more enlightened plsnete.
fere wa will be purged of the laat remnante of unfortunate heredity, unwholesome
environment, end unspiritwel planetery tencencies. At last omr deficiency tralning
ie over and we becope .{‘u_‘.'_l-i‘ledgsd citleang of our eyeten uﬁpital’ JETUBED.
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45 morontians our training continues with speclel emphasis on egliieving
the diseipline necessary to nermonious and effective group sctivities. In due
Lime we ere promoted to our constellation hesdquarters, Edentis. bHow we &re
ready to learn some of the wore difficult aspects of soclslizetion - how te live
happily and work effectively with weny diverse types of being. Our present probleme
of integration will no doubt seem rather simple and elementsl when compared to
tdentls challenges sud echievenents. We are now deep in the morontis aspect of
the process of gainlng "experientlel knowledge of every step of the actuslity and
philosopny of the fullest possible 1life of intelligent existence.” (343) ¥We are
belog trained to the limits of our capacity regarding every detail of every divine
principle of the just end efficient sdminiptretion of the universal tlme-space
creation. Wnen our morontie treining le complete, we graduste from our logsl
universe of Hebedon receiving the loving spprovel end blegsing of our Fether-Crestor,
Christ kiicheel, and proceed &s first stuge spirits to begin our extensive spiritoal
education snd growth in the superuniverse of Orwontorn.

Un the minor snd major sectors of this vast superuniverse our apiritusal
development is fostered by experlences snd sctivities which ere fer beyond the
level of our wortul conceptuel imagination. Here we lesrn the principles and
technigques by which universe justice prevails ag it 1s tempered by understanding
and mercy, how the power of reslity eventuslly rulez sg it is exerted through
the patience of evolution, wiy end how sucrifices of tine are freely and joyously
mede Lo schieve the stabilized perfections of eternity. After long end thorough
ireining we are graduated from the superuniverse scnsols end are transported to
Havons, the central universe, where cur graduste spiritusl, fntellectusl, and
experiential trelolng begins. We shell be tremendously impressed by this perfect
ereation wud such an overwnelming feeling of gratitude shall surge within us tnat
otie of our Iirst acte will be to couwpobe & meSsage to Christ Hichael expreasing
our gratitude asnd love to nim for meking thig awe-inapiring adventure possible.

Within the seven circuite of Havone there is a definite tszk to be achieved
on esch of thepe billion worlds. "bot only will you find undreamed—of changes
eonfronting you as you advauce from circult to circuit in Havona, but your aston-—
iphment will be inexpresslble &3 you progress from planet to planet within each
eircuit. Esch of these billion study worlds 1z a veritable university of sur-
prises.” (159) Toe sbility to comprehend, to perceive ultimate spiritual reality
is the passport to Paradise, This 16 the supreme teat of the ascendant cereer.
FPercelving the Infinite Spirit, the Eternsl Zon, end the Universel Father ig =o
difficult for even such well developed spirit personalitles sz we shall then poSEess
tuat were 1t mot for the help of the winistering spirits of the centrel universe
the tesk would be impossible. "But long before resching Havona, these ascendant
children of time nave learned Lo fesst upon uncertsinty, to fatten upon dissppoint-
nent, to enthuse over appereat defest, to invigorate in the presence of difficulties,
to extibit indonltable courage in the fsce of immensity, and to exercise unconquerable
faith when confronted with the chellenge of the inexplicable. Lang ginee, the
battle cry of these pllprime became: 'In lisson with God, nothing - sbsolutely
nothing - is impossible.™ (£91) Following the recognitlion of the Universal Father
on the third Hevona circuit our graduate gpirlt training is nesrly complete and
Boon our post-gredusie course will begin. "The test of time is elmost owar; the
race for eternity hes been ell but run. The dgys of uncertelnty are ending; the
temptation to doubt is vanlshing; the injunction to be perfect has been obeyed.




From the very bottom of intelligent existence the creature of time and meterial
personality Las sscended the evolutionary spheres of space, thus proving the
fengibillity of the apcension plen while forever demonstrating the justice snd
rightesusness of the commsnd of the Universal Father to his lowly creetures of
the worlds: 'Be you perfect, even &8 I am perfeet.! Siep by step, life by 1ife,
world by world toe agpcendant career hss been mastered, and the goel of Deity

hes been atteined." (295) BSoon we are resdy to be inducted into the terminal
eleep of time to awaken on Paredise not nz a visitor but es & resident of this
Eternel Lsle. Here we shall take the cath of the Parsdise Trinity which migters
ue forever into tne Corps of the Finelity. As Pinnliters we are the evolutionary
galt of the universe, forever proof against evil aod secure againet sin. low the
adventures of eternlty begin in which we will no doubt be glven unrevealed asslgn-

ments ol service on the creaticns now sctuslizing in the outer-space levels of the
kaster Universe.

Zven high splrltusl personslitles are amased st the thoroughnesg of our training
and they esk taemselves, "Fhy should the Gods be so concerned in go thoroughly
training surviving sortels in the technique of universe management?” (542). "What
dignity of destlny and glory of sttelnment await every one of youl Do you fully
eppreciete wuet has been dooe for you? o you comprehend the grendeur of the
heignts of etemmal achievement wiich are spreed aut befors you? - even you who now
trudge on in the lowly path of life through your po-called 'vale of bears?'" (449)
Ihe great mass of humanity does not have & vislon of men's nable destiny; they do
not understand the nature or meaning of the historicsl process 1n whlch they sre
lovolved; they, therefore, lack apprecistion, Joy, and zest for life which & larger
intellectual-opirltual vision would give them. But even now the gpiritusl adminis-
trators of our plunet neve provided an unperalleled snswer o contemporery man's
searching questions. Ine open-minded, spiritusl sesrchers of humanity are presently
digcovering the Ursntis Book with ita enlightening messsge. But the wast majority
of mankind must De prepared to recelve it. 4ll of the vast evolutionary resources
of our planet are now engeged in this preperation apd it is already at an edvanced
stage. Io tae next section of this presentstion I should like to survey this com-
dition of growing readinese for the Urentis message.

IL.

bhenge is tne central characteristic of our times. We are told that more knowledge
has been discovered in the last twenty-five yeare then man hed accumileted in all
previous nistory, that knowledge is doubling every ten years, that 90% of sll of the
scientists who nuve ever lived are still allve. In the 1967 Swmer Edition of
Dgedulug, Journal of tue smerican Academy of Arte and Sclences, Hermsn Kehn and
Anthony Wiener list one hundred bechnicsl innowvstions likely to come into our society

in the next thirty-three yesrs. Heading the 11at one has the feeling that they are
not telking about ocur world but about some more sdvenced planet.

Obvicusly, we are living ln one of the greet rise periods of histery. When we
teke & long and sowewhat over-simplified view of the pagt we zee that it falls into
8 series of rige-platesu phases. The heart of the rize perlods charecteristically
i concentrated in time perlods of about & hundred yeersj the developing and in-
tegreting platesu periods wiich follow way extend inte thousands of years. The
most recent rise period occurred around 1500 which merks the renaigsance, the
reforuatlon, and tae rise of Sikhisn. Then we go to the lst century mhich is
agsocisted with the development of the Romen Lgpire and tae birth of Christianity,
lie next bresk-through period tekes us to the 3rd century B.C., the sge of Socrates,
Plato, and aristotle and tue birth of the great philosophical systems of Western

Civilisation. Fiﬂ-ﬂ].l:.", the bth century B.C. wmm o dynemic pericd which produced



8ix of the world's living religions. Iin these four cultural-spiritual exnlostonsg
of the past we have the roots of almost everything basie in our world today, If

We examine ihie more recent rise periods we find a characterietic development. The
first phase is brought about by & bresk-through in scientific knowledge, & new
understending end sdjustment to our physical univerge. In the renslesgance period
tals was the age of Copernicus, Uslileo, snd Newton. Un the heels of scientific
development come the formulations of & new Philosophy and en enlerged theolaogy,

This phase 1s represented by tue sdvent of the empiricists in England and the
rationelists in Europe whosze antegonistic philosophies were gynthesized by Immanuel
Kent. In the field of religion thiz ere in Tépresented by the reformation end the
eounter reformation. The culminating phase of the new age isz the flowering of the
arte which glve expression to tne enlarged and enhanged vilues of the new culture,
Thie atege is represeniled by the contributions of dichelengelop, chekespeare,
Bembrandt, and Bach. Ihe rensissance rise Period marks the close of the Christien
phillosophic sge and the beginning of the modern phllosophic age. Selence and resson
n&ve been the philogopnle touch-stones of the wodern era snd have dominated the
pletesu pericd gince the remaisssnce. In tie latter part of the nineteenth century,
Aowever, prophetic ninds could see that something new was stirring, that we were

on the threshold of & new BEE.

During the esarly part of the twentieth ceutury our confidence in seierice nad
Tekaon Wes ahaken. horld Wer I and the rise of the dictators convinced most thinkers
Wiet the old fremes of refereace were oo Lotiger adequate. While bhe ald pillogophliecal-
cultural patterns were thug delng undermined, the foundetione of & revolutionsry
science and techuology were being lald. Tl revolution is now entering its msture
phage. Mewbonlan phiysles bag culmineted in muclear end relativity physics. Our
wmderstanding of watter has gone through three levels in the nlerocosmas and we are
now sesrchlng for such elusive particles ag quarks aud mey well be on the trail of
tae ultloston. During the last fifty yeers our astronomicel view of the universe
hes literally exploded. We now viguellize & universe so vest that 1t stepzers human
imaginatlon. The discovery of guesers has peruitled us to look back nine billien
Light-yeare in our stellsr history aud sppears o be giving us information supporting
the pulsating or expensicn-contraction theory of the universe, The scientific
assumption inal there are millions of inhabited planets has been so widely publicised
that it doesn't even shock the religicus fundementalist today. We are on the
threshold of revoluticnary epplications of atomie power. We &re now in the process
of meking the transition from humen Hemoly End control eystems to copputerized and
automated systems. Thiz pew techoology will trensform our planet from a genersl
state of materisl need to general condition of matepial sbundance. While it is
doing this it will also free wan from a Ereat deal of work and give him & considerable
fmount of leisure time wnich he must lesrn b0 use cons tructively in such sctivities
as educetion, research, creative developwent, and pervice, Thege activities will be
greatly faciliteted by tremendous advances in comminication and transportation. Very
eoon we will have world-wide television via setellite transmission and not long efter
this we will have docunentery progrese wiich thae entire world will watch. Computerized
libraries will emeble high gchool etudents to do work which college students are now
doing and college students will Le dolng resesrch naw done on the graduste level.

Bullding on the foundetions mnd using the tools of the physical sclences the
biclogleal sciences and medicine are sXperiencing revolutionary developments. Hot
only are besic problems in the control snd ture of disesse and degeneracy belng
solved by the so-called miracle druge ung advenced surgleal technicues but molecular
biology is dlscovering tihe basic bio-chieaieal Structure of 1ife in the DHA and KHA
nucleie aeids. Ine blologicel seiences are fow glving us the tools for the guantititive
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control of world population and leying the foundations for its aumalitetive cantrol.

Geneticist lheodosius Usbshangky obgerves thet men now has the knowledge to contrsl

bis own evoelution "ke may choose," seys Labzhansky, "to direct his evolution toward

the atbainment of the purpozes he regards &8s good, or which he believes to reprezent
the will of the Crestor." (Sglence and Religion - Ien G. Barbour, p. 315).

Although wore lmmature than the puysienl sclences, the socisl selences are
developing at an smesing rete and are on tne threshold of major spplicetions im our
soclety. Education is being recognized as the foundetion responsibillity of our
soglety., Lducalionsl gosls, standards, and procedures are undergoing radical
examination end spbitious plang are being formulated whiich wi1l prefoundly slter
our soclety. & pemiine hupanistic payehology and goclology heve svolved which
are meking prounouncements wnlch only the church dared to make in the past. len like
Abranen seslow, president of the dmericen Paycuological Aggociation, ere dedlested
o the task of bringing into sclence &ll the problems that nenscientiste have been
handling - art, poetry, veiues, phllosophy and religion. His famous theory of
mete-motlvetion is sctuelly & treatise on the peychologiesl evidence of the influence
of tne Thought Adjuster. Of tiese "Belug-values" he saye, "Thoy are perceived nob
invented. They are trans-hunan and trans-individusl...They can be conceived to be
g kind of perfectlon...lhey commend sdorstion, reverence, celebration, secrifice. They
are worti living for and aying for. CGoutsmplating them or Pusing with them gives
the grentept joy that & human being 1s capable of." (Paychology Teday, July 1363, p-Hl)
The sociel selences are now beginning to face our presging human problems of peace
and violence, of ghettos and poverty, of race &nd human understanding, of alieantlon
and brothernocod. Tae sdveat of enlightened soclial engineering is waiting in the
wings of higtory to mske its entrance and traunsform our chaotic soelel milieu into
a gymphony of evolutionary progreas.

Tne foregoing illustrations polat quite elesrly o the fect thst we are now
in bie pature stege of the initisl or sclentific phase of a new oreak-througn period
of ndstory. Ihe beginnlng of the second or philosophic-rellzlous ph&ge haz already
made its sppesrsnce. L1t is generslly recognized by contemporary phllosophers that
we have come to Lhe end of a philosopnic ege, the madern ege. Intellegtusl hlstorians
will probably date 1ts dewmise st the wid-twentieth century concomitent with the
utllization of atomic power aud our first adventures inte space. (publication of U,B.)
lumerous obltuaries have been written for the death of philssophy az well sz for the
desth of Uod. In an srticle eatitled "hmerican Philosophy is Dead" published in
the april Z4, 1966 issue of the bgw fork Times Wapsgine Professor Lewis 5. Feuer,
of toe University of California, says that pailosophers at professionsl zeetings
spend most of thelr tiwe telling each other wiat a magbe of time 1t 11 is, that
nothlng slgnificant is belng said, and tuat they don't know what it's all abaut.
"HQereft of & sehnse thut they neve gomething to &ny," Professor Feuer observes,
"a curlous siyle of writing has developed among scademip philosophers. They seem
to delight in consplcuous boredom; they muitiply pages to explain what it is they
are not going to discuss; they convey the sense of having endless time to say what
Higy feel 1s wot reslly worth saying. 45 content declines, the praciosity of their
style incresses.”

At oue time phllosophiers like Soerstes and Glordene Bruno were mut to desth
because thelr ideas were so vitel and so disturbing people were afraild they would
turn tae world upside down. Will Dursnt has noted thst no one would tondink of doing
that today - "not because wen ore wore delicate asboubt killing, but becsuse there

ils oo need to kill thet wileh is alresdy dead." (Tige, January 7, 1966, p. 24)
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Ine Time Bssay of January 7, 1966 entitled "What (If Anything) to Expect from
Today's Philosophers" concludes, "Will philosophy ever sgein sddress the heavens?
Will it contribute anything to man's vision, rether than merely clarifying 117
Gaution and confusion are not necessarily signs of disagter, and even Hegel
remarked thet 'The Owl of Minerva spreads its wings only with the falling of the
dusk.' But the shadows are deep &nd the time for an awakening 1s st hand."

Inere sre indeed signs tnst we are entering s new phnilosophle ege. In a Post
artlele entitled "Ine Revolulion in Western Thought" (August 26, 1961) Professor
Hugton Smith says, "wuietly, lrrevocsably, scmething enormous has happened to Western
wap. hig outloock onm life and tue world has changed so radieally that in the per-
spective of history the twentieth century is likely to rank - with the fourth
the gentury which witnessed the triumph of Lhristianity, end the seventeenth, which
slgnaled the dewn of modern selence - a3 one of the wvery few that have instigated
genuinely new epocis in numen taought. In this change, which 1s stlll in process,
we of the current genersbion are playiog & criticel but as yet not widely recognized
part.” This new pnilosophic age is fectuslising not only in negative prepsration
such a8 the sccelersied deterloration of the influence of the church, the astonishing
exodus from both the Protestent and Catholic minlgtry of the more progressive pestors
and theologisns, and the widenlng geuerition gap but in sporadie break-throughs of
congtructive tilnkdng which reflect the enlarged ingignts of the new sge. In n recent
isgue of Look (iay £8, 1968) senior editor, George B. Leonard, pregente "4 Hew Llbersl
sanifesto" in which he points cut the old-line ilberals are so limdted, distorted,
and behind the times tuat they are actually one type of conservative who are blociing
resl cnange. IThe new liberal, he says, will not do things to or for people, but will
help ereaate condlitions in which people can do things for themselves. The new liberal
will tackle issues now largely iguored. Allied with science and technology, he will
welcome the responsibilities of creation and of rebuilding the iustitutions of scclety.
In order to keep abreest of the new age wuginess, scademie, End government leaders
are currently being offered "Ine Marshall Meluhap Newsletter™ at §50.00 per year by
the Huwen Uevelopwenl Lorporation. ihe prospectus of the toples whleh Meluhan promises
Lo discuss ruuges from “dow the Coumputer Data-bank Will Do Awey with Privete Life" to
"Why the Prayer-mat Shall Replace the Cadillsc.®

In the field of religion the theme of religlous renewsl and innovetion is belng
volced everywhere. Ine Van Nostrand Ingight Serieg hup a volume entitled Psycholopy
gnd Heliplon edited by Jogeph davens., Toe last chapter of thias book is entitled
"Hew Heligion"™ in which taere ie 8 survey of dav&]_gpmeut.g in this field. Hawvens
observes that Carl Jung as early as 1933 mainteined that the peychie future of
Wegtern wan depends on tne emergence of new spiritusl forms to glve meaning ta his
1ife. Une of the wost ardeat advocates of the need for new religious myths is
Peychologiet henry A. Wurry, founder of the harvard University Center for Research
in Personslity. Iu nis Wythe end dyth-meking (1960) he writes of the need for new,
vital myths To replece the genegcence of traditionsl religion. Many 1literary excursions
have been made in this direction in recent years. EStrange Delty personelities of
non-humen retlonal belngs appear regularly in contemporsry fantasy and science fictinn
maguzines. The Lorlstien writer, C. 8. Lewis, has pade use of thls kind of imaginative
thinking in his trilogy, Sub of toe Silent Planet, Perelandrs, esnd That Hideous Strength.
Ulef Stapledon, &n Enplish morsl philosopher has turned to spiritusl cosmic drsmas
to grapple with the worsl and spirituel dilemsss of our time. In his Darkness snd Light
Stapledon seys that within some of the "snowfleke" universes a brief but daszzling



blaze of 1light is seen to oceur. This Brilliant light,
whole conscious cossos of beings united in the mast intlmaete spiritual communion.
fou will note the parallel to the Urentian pleture of the three-fold fluct-uutif:-n
of light which takes place when all of Paradise is engulfed in woranip. (304)

John Hobingon in his challenging book, Honest to Gad (1963) and Jogeph Fletcher
in Situation Bthigg (1966) ere examples of rigorous theologleal spade work which is
preparing the seed bed from which fresn idess will grow in the decmdes shead. Even
wore daring are urticles oy Professor Cnerles K. Robinson entitled "The Space Age
upd Caristology" in Enﬂlhﬁjﬂ.?.s:r_ (January, 1965) and "Space Theology" by Dr. Geddes
liaclregor in Ine Liviug Cnurch (October 1, 196&) both of which poetulate the
reagonableness of every inhabited planet receiving an inesrnstion bestowsl mission
from & speclally sent Son of God, FProfessor W. Burnet Eagton, Jr. has written a
paper entitled "Life on Other Planets" which sppesrs ms the last chapter of a Harper
Forum Book, Science und Religjop publisned tiis year (1943). In thls paper Professor
Lagton says, "If men is only one of nobody knows how many intelligent beings on
igolated planels scaltered all over the universe - and perhsps a very inferior one
at that - 1t suggests tant Cnristienity may be only an immeture and very paroehial
fuith of & wore or less primitive form of humen development...If this is true, whatever
tie physleel condiiions of the intelligent belugs on other worlds (the pletorial
speculations of the artlat in Life magazine a few years agoe were, from the human polnt
of view, weird aud repulsive), they would bave to face the same ultimate problems
we neve to face. lherefore, if God be the God revesled in thie Bible - a Creator
10 loves nis creation, as Uhristions believe - he would 'when the time had fully
come' (Gel. 4i4), incarnate hluself in whatever form of life the intelligent beings
on other worlds might have. Ihe poysiceEl &ud even cultural forms in whiech that
"Carist" would appesr probably would be unrecogulssble to us, but in principle and
in galvific work it would De the same &2 the incarnstion in Jesua Christ... The
passibdlity of intelligent beings on other worlds does not affect the need nor the
validity of Jepus ap the Christ; it simply requires that God, &s our understanding
of hlm in Jesus Lhrist dictates, would have fulfilled his "Ohristly function" =ore
often than we hed heretofore realized.

he seys, is the result of a

"In Jonn's Gospel, Jesus iz reported Lo nave sald, 'And I have other sheep,
that are not of this fold; [ must bring them aiss, and they will heed =y voice. So
there will De one flock, one shepherd.' (10:16). The parly Church, with its limited
understanding of the slze and nature of the universe, probably interpreted that teschlng
to refer to other people on earth. With our expended knowledge there iz no reason
sty it cannot refer to other intelligent belags on other worlds." (321-£3)

dot only are theologlaus broadening their cosmology of selvetlon bat there iz gome
, imited recognition that men needs & more realistic view of his probebly post-mortel

" experience and educstion. Italian Jusuit Luigl Wejogco hes written & 530-page book
entitled Heavenly humenisy published in lsy of thls year (1948) end is now in its
third printing which, slthough naive by Ureutian stepdards, does present o more
realistlc pleture of heaven and polats out that it is time for the church to stop
depleting hell snd start thinking seriously about the potentialities of heaven.

I hope this presentation huap given us & glimpse of the enormous praparﬁﬂﬂﬂ which
has and is takdng place to prepare us for the wdvent of a new philosophnie-rellgisus age.
Hevertheless, we must realise thal we are only in the initisl stoges of thismw
philosophic sge. The publication of the Urantia Mook appesrs to nave been beautifully
timed s0 &85 To De Evallable Go the plonesrg of thia new ege of religious enlightenment.
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The Urantla Brotherhood being schooled in the wisdom of quiet evolutionary
development has effected a solid orgenizeticnsl development. In an smazingly short
time it has sponsored & French Edition and without publieity hes seld the 10,000
coples of the first edition of the book end encoursged the formation of study groups
all over the world. There is an incressing gresg-roots regponse from a1l types of
people who have discovered the Urantle Dook. meny wetivities sre teking place which
we Kilow nothing mbout and us we periodically digeover them we are anmased that the
Urantix messsge has esteblished & fellowship of progressive people in zeny communities
of significant potential. Ine future will bring meny new developments & zreat number
of mnich we would oot neve been sble to predlct.

"aAl]l the growtn for the whole humsn specles," Abrahom Meslow has so effectively
polnted out, "takes plece in the growing tip, among thet one percent of the papulation.
Ine growiog tip is made up of pioneerg, the beginners. Tuat's where the sctiod is...
It's our hielson retlng emong the members of the growing tip that determines the
sgoeplalce or rejection of ideus end even the direction of the human race."

("Ine Psyconology of Universality" - Abreham W. Haslow, Ppychology Today, July,l962,p.56)
fou ere the ploneers 1n the wopst slgnificent movement on our plsnet. "The hour is
strilking for presenting to Buddnism, to Christisnity, to Hinduism, even to the peoples
of all fajths...the living spirituel reslity of the goapel of Jegus." (1041) "Orantia
13 now guivering on the very borink of one of its most emazing and enthrslling epochs

of gociel resdjustment, morsl juickening, sad spiritual enlightenment.” (203g)

dners is & great need in our culture for the enlightening snd snnobling Urantia
pivliosophy to De plented 1o the minds and hearts of men where it wlll incubate and
spring forth in creative activity wilech will ensable us

To build more inclusive concepte of truth, beauty, end goodness which wlll bind
together naturalism and idealiszm, the humsnities and technology, science and
religion.

To develop & new congept of man enabling him to sppreclate hls potentials and
encoursging him to pertlclpate in hls own creative evolubtion inspired by
&8 vigion of his greut destiaoy.

Io develop a gature view of the goals of speipl evolution and stimulste us
to initliate wise prograws of soelsl engineering.

Io present a new concept of Jesus apnd his message and thereby tesch msn the
bageness of violence and war &and inspire nim to develop the personal,
governmentsl, and universe potentielg of Jove and bBrotherhood.

io construct & comprebiensive vliew of our planetsry destioy which in turn will
unify culture, governments, &nd religions, and finally

To enlurge snd enhaice man's conception and understending of hls eternsl
destiny and thereby f111 his 1ife with vital meaning and dynamie purposge.

Tois is our fubure; this is our task. In the mesntime - our spirituslly hungry
world starves; our war torn worldf bleeds; our fruabrated world experiensing existentisl
meaninglessness cries out in angulsh and totters on the brink of despair. "I tall sou,
1ift up your eyes, wod pee now tne fielde are slready white for the harvest.™ (John 4:35)
"The harvest ie plentiful, out the laborers are fewy pray therefore the Lord of the
harveet to seud luborers into his harveat." (ustt. 93 37,38)

Inis, then, is my analysis of our historlcsl situation which sees the future as
& time of great potential Tor tne Urantia Erotherhood and ita ploneers.

heredith Sprunger
Adugust 4, 1963



