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THE GREAT ADVENTURE == MAN IN PARTHERSHIF WITH GOD
William 5. Sadler, Jr.

We pondered at length what we could talk
te you about that would be
mest interesting, most useful,

to all of you.

We could talk about the facts of
The Urantia Boolk '
and that could be covered
in about six months

af intensive discussion.

We could talk about the meanings
which can be derived from these Facts,
and that eould possibly be covered in
about twe years.

But we thought we could share with you our
feelings for this Book -- not the facts,
not the meanings ==
but what value this Book has in the
lives of human beings here on earth.

S50 we picked as a title for this discussionm,
"The Great Adventurs --
Han Inm Partpership Wich God."

The Urantia Book has appeal because it presents
the story of evolution in contrast to
flat creation.
God can, and does, work apart Erom time,
but when he works apart Erom time,
no creature can participate in

that development.



When God works in time, he slows dowm the
creative process to somebhing which

we call evolutlonary growtch,
and this enables creatures,
even human beings,
to sense what is happening,

and 1if chey so elect,
to go in partnership with God,

to become a partner with God in
this gprowth process.

You might like the idea of sharing in the
creative adventure wich Defcy, and
when we speak of partmership
with God
we mean no disrespect;
We know we are the junior partners

and God 1is the semlor partner,

but there is a difference when

¥ou are a FIH.]'.'T_I'IE].'-

Even 1f you are a junior partner,
you have something to say about policy.
You don't change God's mind,
but it is your decision 88 to whether

or not he can change your mind.

How does God equip his junior partners ==
human beings?T

Well, quite obviously, we have bodies and
minds,

but these don't come Erom God.
What equipment dees God give us that he is

willing to enter inte any kind of a
limited partnership with us?



He gives us two priceless pieces of squipment.
First of all, he gives us an absclute sense of
direction. .
He incarcerates a part of his love inside us.
He lives in us == even as the Bible says,
"The true light which lighteth every

man that cometh inte the world,"

This part of God that lives im us i3 Gad's love
made real to each one of us,
this part of God that lives in wus
knows the way to God.
It points just as unerringly God-ward
as the compass needle points
northward.
It came from God,
se¢ It knows the way back to Cod.

It 15 cur unerring pilot.

And God gives us a second priceless endovment ==
he endows us with relative free will,
freedom of choice.
The pilot is not the captain.

We are captain.

The pilot can steer only as we chooses

0f all the priceless gifts which God could make to us,
none would transcend the endowment
of freedom of choice.
Otherwise we would be machines.
With freedom of choice we are persons ==

We can be daughters and sons of God.

What deoes freedom of choice mean?
It means that we don't have to respond
slavishly to what happens Co us.
We have something to say about what we

become .
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Even physically, we have something to say.
We can't aveid wrinkles, but we can
choose which kind will etch
themselves inte our face.

We can Erown or we can smile.

In the sense that we have relative freedom of will,
we are made {n the Image of God.
We have been liberated from marching in lock-step

to antecedent causation.

This Book teaches that the more ocutside
of ourselves we go toward the material level,
the less choosing we can do.
We can't choose to be older or
YOUnger.
The more we move inward away [rom
the material lewel,
inward and spiritward,
the greater is our liberation of choice,
until when wa reach the supreme choice,
pro or con concernimg God,

here our choices know no restriction

As to whether we choose to be His child;
to do His will --
We are absolutely on our owm.

Here our choice is5 absolute.

God has given us this perfectly splendid equipment --

Ereedom of choice and an absolute sense of

direction.
We can't miss 1if we let the pilot do

4 good steering job.

At the same time, God has confreoated us
with a great challenge.

All religions teach this challenge.



It is expressed in varfous forms.
The challenge presented by medieval
Christianity was not 8o much the
hope of heaven
as it was the fear of the devil
in hell.

This could be still true today;
many people operate on a
negative basis,

This Book teaches that we have a challenge,
but it is not the challenge of fear =-

it L8 the challenge of a situation.

This Book tells us that we are confronted
with this kind of a challenge,
and we quote the Boolk --

"In the evolutionary universes, energy-matter is dominant,
save Iin personality,
where apirit,
through the mediation of mind
is striving for the mastery."

That is a rather long sentence;
let's break it dowm.



Energy-matter is here Eirst.
Just consider our planet.
It passed through its astro-physical
evalution before life ever appeared,
and it has been around here for about a

billion years.

Life has been here for only about two=thirds
of that time.
Hunapn life has been arocund here for
only about a million years,
less than a tenth of one percent

of physical planetary history.

And when man did appear on earth, he was confronted
with a rather hostile material environment.
He had to adjust te it, sctrive te
dominate ic,

In order to survive.

Hind can whip matter because mind can be
ingenious,
it can menipulate matter.

But that is not the challenge.

The challenge i5 == camn spirit dominate
matter,
using mind as 1lts cool?
And this challenge holds true only in personality.
How comel
Only in personality, which possesses this
priceless endowment of Eres will,
can mind choose to attack matter
on the ocutside,
while at the same time subordinating itself
to spirit direction on the inside.



Te

This Book gives us a mature philosophy of religion,
it gives us a theology which is spiritually satisfying
and at the same time intellectually
stimulating.

Th;s Book enables us to avoid the two great errors
which cut across human thinking
all owver
this world.
Error Hos 1 ==
"You strive with spirit alona ==
spirit without mind."
If you really believe this, you will substitute
prayer
for

WoTH .

When you attack the problems of living
with spirit alone, .
you are Forced to deny
the reality of matter,
and you wind up with a
theology which is full
of illusion.



Error Hos 2 ==
"™ou strive with mind alepne ==

mind without spirit ==

All too many people,
especially eccidenctal people,

fall victim to this second alternatcive;
this error is to attack

the physical problems
v af this world
with mind alone,
without spirit.

This is at the root of secularism.

Consider the medieval Christian wiewpoint.
Let's take Florence ==

pre=renaissance Florence.

It's abouc 900 A.D. ==
the plague hits the city,

and the dewout Christian Florentine

bows his head as he buries his loved
ones and s5ays ==

"The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away,
blessed be the name

of the Lord."
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Comes the renaissance
and people begin to rebel against
this passive acceptance of material
happenstance,
and in their rebellion they swing all the

way in the other direction.

They become seculariscs ;;
man is the measure of all things.

There Ls an answer to the black death.

We don't look down our nose
at the Eruits of secularism --
this has resulted in modern science,
reépresentative government,
relatively universal education,
the highest standard of living
wa have ewver had --

But something is wrong.

With all of our uanprecendented material progress
hawve men ever been so scared as they

are today?

When mind attacks the problem without spiric,
it progresses, but [ts progress
is thwarted and jecpardized by
selfishness,
by fear,
by lack of ethics and moralicy

and love,

We can't successfully run a free society
without God anymore than you could

run the solar system without gravicy.
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We feel sorry for our friends
who 58Y ==
"I'11l do it all with prayer,"

We tremble for the future of our secularistic
society which 1s trying to work out
all these problems with
HIND ALONE .

What a harvest of fear we are reaping.

You know, that in one short lifetime,
in major wars,
we have scientifically
killed off more human beings
than have been killed in all the
recorded history of war.

There is something wrong with
secularistic society,

, 1en't there?

But the alternative is not

"epilritiscic" society.

This Book tells us when you conjoin
mind and spirit, you can hawvae
peace on earth,
survival in death,
and in the cosmos you can have

the great adventure.

This is the most acceptable
sane philosophy
we have ever encountered.
It presents no easy path
to peace on earth
or salvation in the future ==

it offers lots of hard work.



Hatter presents a challenge to each of us.
Mind develops the techniques for solving
this challenge of the reality of
physical mass energy.

What are we doing to this planet to civilize {t?
What 1s a pipeline, but an artery?
What is a #ETE%EEP ﬁire, but a necve?
We are doing to this planet what a contractor
does to a sub=division when he takes
rolling hills and dales and
makes them habitable
through bringing in utilities,

conveniences amd 50 Ona

HMatter challenges us ==
mind develops the technigue ==
fpilrit provides the motivation.
Without spirit direction,
this problem=solving mind
evéntually winds up in a
cul=de=sac af
hate,
fear,
Jealousy,
and perhaps death.

Chicago has the magnificence of civilization
aborming about it.
Carl Sandburg well called it
"hog butcher to the world."
It's a beautiful city.

It has taken Americans nearly 150 vears to build
this city.
It can be blown to pieces in lasﬁ than
150 seconds

with the techniques we have developed today.
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When you ponder this, you can know fear,
Without spirit motivation; mind can be a
Juggernaut ==
a8 Frankenstein's monster =-
because it knows power,

it knows power without restraint.

It is personality ==
it's this equipment which God has given ug ==
that can choose to subordinate this gquesting,
adventurous; problem-solving mind,

ko spirit-directiomns.

We can meet this mortal challenge
without committing human suicide.
There is nothing magical or myscical
about Western civilization,

as we study history.

Rome went down,
Babylon went dowm,
Assyria went down.

China has gone down half a
dozen times.

Egypt broke up,

Creece came and went.

We don't have any guarantee of the future,

In the struggle in which we are engaged right now,
material technigues arem't encugh.
The biggest thing that is missing
in our ideclogy i3 God,
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These Papers tell us that one of the things
that is taking place out here
in these evolutionary universes
1s the unification of power
and personality.

This is what we have been discussing.

That mind
which dominates matter =-- power =-=-
15 the mind of a
choosing

personalicy.

But 1f chis powerful person s to persist
then that person must be spirite-mativated.
Force alone never survives.

No matter how much Eorce you mobilize,
Eventually, if your power begets fear,

there arises a coalition

strongeér than you are
which drags you down
in defeat.

What 15 the effect of spirit on power ==

power, meaning just what we mean by that word,
a powerful person?

If a powerful person iz spirit-motivated ==
and he can choose to be this == &
then he is an ethical person,
he 15 a moral person
he uses power with restraint.

The power which he possesses causes him to be
an object of admiration, not fear.
He is a love-motivated I{ndividual.
And this Book defines love very wonderfully --
"Lova 15 the desire to do good to others."
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Such an individual lives up to one of the
really great quotes from this Book --
"To have power and refuse to use it
purely for selfish aggrandizement,
this is the mark of a high civilization,'"

This challenge i{s the challenge which comes frem a
loving Ged, but not a soft God,
God's love is not a soft love == it 15 a
stimulating love.
It is like the love of a wise parent
who would never do a child's homework
for him until the child had exhausted

his own efforts.

This challenge is well stated by the Book
when it says ==
"The weak indulge in resolutions,
but the strong act.
Life {5 but a day's work -- do it well.

The act is ours; the consequences God's,"

desus lived such a life. Jesus was an intensely
practical man.
Among other things, he said
"Render unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar's.'
We tend to forget that half of the quote,

don't wel

He safd
"Cast not your pearls before swine."
These are not the statements you
might get from a starry-eyed,

impractical dreamer.
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The Christ that we paint anemic pictures of
might just possibly have appealed to the
ladies aid seclecy of Capernaum,
but he could hawve never carried those

hard=boiled fishermen with him.

He told his followers to be as "wise as serpents"
as well as "harmless as dowves.
When they didn't have any money
in the treasury, did he zay ==
"S5hall we pray?"

He said "Ho, wt will ge Eishing

and we will sell the f£ish and

finance ourselwes,

then we will go preach.

He was & good carpenter im Hazareth
and he worked for money,
he dida't pray for it.
Incidentally, he was such a
gond carpenter that even when
there was a depression,
he had plenty of work to do.
T
He didn't jusc "sprangle'" throuwgh Galilee
and Jadea with 12 fellows --
he organized them.
they had jobs to do.
It was & simple but effective

organization.

He didn't just take these 12 men upon the mountain,
place hands on them,
Imbue them with power frem on high
and say
"Go spread the message.'
mpot
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He gave these L2 men between four and five
years of the most intelligently
practical sales training

we know anything about.

When he Einished with them,
he cested them,
and he commissioned nine of them
to spread the pood news.
One was dead, and twe he sent back Eo

the fish pecs.

He recognized human differences;
he knew that prayer
couldn't change a man's T.Q.
He gave Peter one set of instructions,
He gave the Alpheus twins,
who weren't very bright,
but were very lovable,

another fet of instructicns.

Te Pater, he said"Be a good shepherd,
feed my sheep.'
To these slow-thinking but wonderful
Alpheus twins,
he said
"Boys, go back to your Eishnets, and remember,
to a God=knowing kingdom believer,
there is no such thing as secular work.
"All work is sacred."

We see this unlon of mind and spirit best exemplified
in the inspiring but intensely
practical life of Jeshua ben Joseph,
whom we know as
Jesus of Hazareth.
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When mind actacks matter,

you get skill.

How, when you subordinate mind Lo spircic,
you get lowve,
and when you combine love and skill ==
when you combine problem=solving abilicy
with the desire to do good to others ==
you pet something pretcty
wonderful ==

you get wisdom.

From a temporal standpoint,
congidering everything below the lewvel
of aspirie,
wisdom 15 the pearl of great price,
1f we have this kind of wisdom,
we can attack the stimulating
adventure of this life with
courage,
with tenderness,
with worship,
with humor.

That is an unbeatable combination.

And so,
as we distill the teachings of this Book,; ==
not the facts,
not the meanings,

but the wvalue,

we see wisdom in this life,
sonship with God in the next life,
and forevermore spiritual growth

in the busineas of knowing God,

finding out more and more about him.
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This Book well teaches
that God is the first truth

and the lase fact.

He is the first divine realiry
that we will ever understand
because ha is infinlte,

and we have the feeling
that if we choose to use
mind's courage and
spiric's love
wigely
together in meeting
the challenge of matcer,
we can enter wpan a never-ending
partnership with God,.

And this partnership is one of
adventurous service,
in the execution of God's will
in the ever-growing universas,
througheut all the endless
cycles of eternity.



