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Rerely does oue flad & book on theology or religion todsy that one feels has
thie potential of shaping humes destiny. It is gemerally observed that religion is
our day has cessed % be & molding force iu our cultupe. Religiom plays a supporting
role % the ecomomie, politiecsl, sod sclentific foyces which are now the archiltsots
of the Dature.
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Therefore 1t is wost relreshing to find & book which sppesrs to have the potentiel
of Llatroducing resl creative thinking Lo the religlous fleld. This Yook is entitled
Ihe Dreantis Book. It wes publishied by the Ursntis Foundetion, 583 Ulversey Parkway,
Chleego, Lllinois (60614), in 1955 and contsine 2097 pages (215.). Iussining ite
contents you will discover thet it claize %o De writien Yy ousercus c@lestial beloge
ss & speelsal revelstion %o men livisg on this world, Ursntia. It asserts thal it countsins
the first major divise revelation siuce the coning of Christ to our planet.

Thiz 4is certelnly eleism saough W make sgyone suapiclous of ite costents. People
w0 pose 55 the besrers of “nes revelstion™ are guite common. Alsost every gemerstion
produces a ousber of such individuels emd movements. Fhat s surprising about the
Urantie Dook is that Lt bes alzost nothdog ia comson eith these redical sovements. It
does not sdvocate & new veligion. Elesents of fenaticiss will fiad no suoport in its
teacoings. It conteins solhing coutpary % the highest ineights or tssioc couvictions
of the Christisn feith. From ancient Unosticism %o amodern Seeulariss, 1% csnoot be
socused of falllng late suy of the traditional beresles of the Chrietien faith., Yet
itz viewpolnt is fresh, sapanzive, and profousd.

The superior (mality of the philesophloal-rellgious inalghte of the Urantis Book
is clesr to snyone of dissrisipetlug sind who will resd 40. It i2 & book, however,
that gauaot be properly evelusted until oue grasps its comprehensive uaivirse gossology -
its totel religious piloture. Just s students of the 1ife of Jesus recogolme the
superiative qualily of nis chereapbter even though thoy roject bis diviulty, eo sankind is
destined Lo recognise the uaperalleled quality of the imsights of the Urantis Dook -~ sven
though they do wot accept it se & new revelation.

At tads btime I Delieve the guestdon of revelatory suthenticlty is o seooudery
consideration. Lven if thaie book should live sud becose & shaping influence in cur
rellgious sorld, L% sill teke st lesst & bundred years for soclety or the church
meke up its sind about 1%, ladividuals, of course, will probably mske up thelr ninds
sach scomers The resl question whioh this stlmulating book poses ist does it have
somethlng erestive and constyuctive o coutrisule % cur moderm rellgious-philosophie cutiool

There is 1lttle question out that i1 cae and probably »ill seke & tresenious
goutritution to our religlous thimsing., IU gresents the ficest world view of religlon
witigh I hewe ever read, yel it is sot sotuslly ayncretistie. Sweluated on the bamis of
gpiritual lusight, philossphie coherence, sad Peallty-centeredneas 1t iz far superior to
any book with shlch I am soquelated.

e should remind ourselves that every sdvssoe in knowledge iz @ dleturbing snd
puinful experience for sem. Tals is trup of Lotk juantitative knowledge (sclense) snd
quslitative koowledge (reiigion). The projhets are stosed and the plonesrs of soience
are ridiculed. Han's historic resistance %o truth 1s grestly alded by his tendency %o
accept second-hand sources of iluforsstion - wnrually suthoriterieniss esd tredition. If
you ere laterested ia progressive philosophlcal an! religlevs thiniiog which ss the
potentisl of moldlag world destiny, the Urandis Book is & first hand source of leformation
shigh you camwt afford to miss.
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An inolusive, integruted, oud meeterdul congept of Reality.

1. It bridges the gap betwssn & monistie sad plursaiistio concept of
Fpality without doing violesce o ellier,

. It presents & vies shioh fupludes boih sechanios and vitelism in
such & way ag to bring waliy rether thsn diversity.

B. Ita deity concept ruuges frop the finest thelsm (Uuilverssl Father)
to &n ispsrsonsl asbsolute (Unquelified Absolute) which is go well
usified that the concepts are nob antsgonistie.

4» The dsvotees of Uniterisniam, Trisiturisaise, snd Chrietology =11l
find euch view cnhenced snd stimiluted without haviag say of thess
viess feel they are exciudet from the cescnce of the setaphysical
mm.

5. It conteine the sost ressonsble and realistie waterisl-mindale
spiritusl cosmology in the ealire field of philesophy.

The 208t resconable concept of Lfmmortality in the fleld of religion.

1. Burvival is pletured as dependent only on the spiritusl veality
status of the individusl shilch 45 turn Lg the result of the free
choles motivation and decicions of the individus) towerd tyuth,
besuty, sud goodneds s ne slucerely understands thesge vaiuss,.

2. 1t preseats the most ressonable concept of soul {reelity) ewlution
in the eatire flield of religious paychology or thsalogy.

3¢ It deplets growth tossrd perfection &8 the mopt fundacentsl and uni-
versel sotdvstion of M1fe. Tais growih is eveluticnary or gredusl.

A supsTior understending of planetary bistory, dynsmice, and destiny.

1. It presents evolution as the key modus opersadi of sur planet.

2. It integrates the mechuniss of the physiosl universe with the
intelligence of “"overcontrel.®

5. It gives as excellent swumary of pleastary mistory, institutions of
religion, sud civilisution with adsirable conclesenese sud ineight.

4e Itp penetrating sualysie of religlon, culture, esd fhe fesily is of
sxeoptionnl guelity.

5. Ite besic phllosophy ol the varicus forus of energy is that setter
ip ultimately subjeet %o mind and thet sind Le eventually controlled
by spirit.

& life of Jdesus which is unsurpsssed in isiztie philosophical ressensble-
ness, spiritusl losight, aad personsiity sppesl.
1. The 1ife of Jesus is bagleslly sceeplable %o all religions us well se
Christienity. It emphasizss belleving with Jesus rather than «
narroe, romantie bellsf in Jesus.
2. It distioguishes shorply Yelween the religion of Jesus and Christianity.
5. It presents & superb iife of Jesus shich will inspivre alzost everyone
reading it.

The uistery of philosephy end relijgion tells us tLuat & book of this stature

will alsost certainly becoss controverslsl and bBe bsnned or condenned by
fundazoutelists sad those »ho esphasise forus of religicus orthodoxy; nonetheless,
it iz sy zuess that The Urantis Sook will becone & major influenge in shaping
mente philogephic-religious thiuxing 1o te years to come.





