Brace Hnited Whurel of Christ

807 Morth Plymouth Strest

Culber, Inbiana
Mercdith J, Sprumger, Minlster

June 1, 1568
To the Schopl Superintendenta of Indiana
Dear Friends:

Enclosed 1ls a briefl artlele whloch I have writhen plving expresslion to &
oonvlotlon thet the Commission op Generel Educatlon of the State of Indiens should
approve eleotiive opurses in She high scheol ourriculom on both peychology and
philosophy (or scoial walues).

AL present & eopurse in psyoholopy may be taught by obteining specisl approwml
from uhe Skats Deparsiment of Publie Imstruction. I am hoping that s number of you
will irtroudoe sucl cocuryos so that the General Uommiseion will raise this course %o
the status ef an accepbed aleetive in the high school eurriculums Would alse hope
that the Taxt Book Cormission might mpprove other texta (see p. 96 of Courses of Study)
such as Feychology for Life Aqjustiment - Charles R. Foster. G

Then; I hopa that some of you will really he brave and ask for approwval to teach
o philosophy or soclal wvalues occurse. This may result in Yext books being melected and
permisaion %o teach such & oourse on an experimental bteajis. Eventoally T would hope
that such a oourse would ba approved as & regular electiwe in oar high schools. Buk
these things must start some where in loocal schools.

After talkins with wvaricus people in the State Department of Public Instruction,
alihough they are intereshed in o he possibllities of this addltlon tec the currlowlam,
it i3 clear that any chanpes in thies field must come from the intereat and action of
you men.

You may wonder why & minister in the United Church of Christ (& recent unim
hetween the Emenszelienl and Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian Chorches) ;
should be inkerested in high school education? Probably because of backgronnd inkerests.
I ejored ln philosophy in college and, after recelving %heological training, took a
Fh. D, degree in paycholopy at Purdue University and vaught psychology at Elmhurst
Collage, From this experience, T sm convinced that our jonior and senior high school
atudants will pet more pood out of these orientation courses than eny thing slse we
oan do for Ghem.

Many of our best high scheol students are already fragmented, lopsided individuals,
More than anything else they need to ses their special interests in the frame work of
the total knowladge and walues of man. And they need help in working oub & balanosd
adjostment to Lifs situationa.

Being independent of the field of education, pressures whioh mipht jeopardize a
sahool man's earesr do noh alfest moe and therefore it seems that this is a significant
sorvice which I can give at a point where I think it is crucially needed. If I can
be of any help to eny of you men in this mtter, pleasa oontact me.

Meredith J. Sprunger

Cordially wvours,



A COROLLARY TO THE EMPHASIS ON SCIENTIFIC TRATHING

Meradith J. Sprunger, Fh.D.

Thia brief article is written oot of the convietion thot the ourrent stiress on
more adequate sclentific training 1a good but brings with it a moral imperative for
more adequate instruction in key eourses in the humanities on the secondary leayel of
Amerioan educetion. The teaching of the humanities in secondary education i even
leas adequate %han our scientific treining. Twe basic courses, psychelopy snd
philosophy, generally speaking, arse not even taught in ocur high schools.

The necessity of atepping up the gquality and guantity of our courses in the
fi0ld. of soience could have tragic conseguences & generation hence unless wa Gake
immsdiste steps %o balanee our hipgh school atudents with basic courses in the mowledge
and mosiveticn of the human mind and the walues whioh undergird our civilization.
Without psychological inaipht e help control and ghide his animal desires and philosophie
orientation to help determine the use of his scientifioc knowledps and pewer, man is in
gprave denger, This could be the greatest hidden danger of communism So oufF oulforea

The trus adwmnees of civilization ere born of the inner world of mankind. This
is the creative and redemptive source of our existence. The ouber world, our scisntific
anhisvement, follows the direction of our inner decision and growbth, For thias reason
niwiligasion will no¥ progress when the majority of its youth devobe their interests
and onergiss almosy entlrely %o the maberialistlc pursuits of lifs, Indeed,
eiviligation is in danger when three fourths of its youbth enter She materimlistic
professions and deveie themselves so largsly to the sensory sotivities of the outer
world, e must inereasingly find youth who will imberest themselves, even while
in materinlistic professicns, in paychology, sociology, educatlon, eugenics, philosophy,
cosmolegy, the fine artas, and rellgion.

16 iz difficult to understand how a modern educational aystem will take preat
pains %o train its students in the kmewledge and care of the body while it largely
ignores the self-underatending of the human mind. Even the layman knows that our
minds and emoiiona are much more impertent in both individuel and colleciive destiny
than physiologionl functionsz. Yet there has been no large seale atfempt o teach
ssyohology to high scheol students. Since many people end their formal educstion ab
the high scheool lewel, they never receive this basic training. A democracy can
funetion wisely only when its pacple becoms aware of the aslf-deceptiicns and the subtle
emotional motivations of the human personality. It appears that the most important
digoowariss of the future will be in the realm of the mind. Tt is entirely possible,
ag one of the top nuslear physicists of the country recently told me, that mind holds
more significant seorets of the universe then has been found in matter, If thesze
phgeryvet L i0E sra 8w .._-,5_1-1;1_“1]_:'! aopPrect, a oonrsa in payechology should be bteughi in
avery hizi schowl.

Of sven groater ultimate significance to society is the great need of philosophis
erientation for high schoel juniors and seniers. What youth think abouk the universe
in which they live and the nature end desSiny of man is of paramount importance to our
oulture., Soms of our educators in higher educatien consider this so crueial to
sdussticn that some colleges and universities demand a basic course in philosophy as o
grodustion requirement.

Sacondary schools hawe probably keps away from philesophy courses beocmuse Ghey
ere afraid of besoming invelwed with religilon. It is time that a sharp distinction
is made in education betwesen the two. Philosophy is the Inbellecktusl search for truth
which helps ua understand the total universe in which we live. I% 1s an open ganroh
of the huoman spirit. Hsre, finel smewers are not given. Questions are asked and
tentative anowers are adwvanced. Reliplon concerns itself with She dedieakion and
worship of the human personelity. It tends o be a elosed system, to give aukherative
pnswers and to demand obedience and conformity.



To illustrate the need for philosophy on the high school level and point ook
how this paeed is different from relipious espiretions, T sheuld like to cell attention
%0 a survey whioch I made recently of eipghty junior boys in cme of our Indiamna. hiph
achopls. Practieally mll of these boys plan to enter college and are a fairly gpood
satple of the kind of boy who will be in a position of leadership in the next peneration.

Examination of the attached date, A Scale of Intellectuel Curiesity, shows that
these boys are more interssted in the broid philosophic questions than the more specific
flelds of seclenpa or religlom. I& 1a moat lnberesting %o cobeerve betwesn the ten moat
intensive interests =nd tThe ten least intensiwve intarests the sharp distinciion bebween
philosophic interests in the former and reliplous interests in the latter. These bovs
ere not only more interested in philosophy than relipion but %this is the fiaeld which
can and should be a part of ewvery high school curriculum. In the end both scisence
gnd religlon will profit immeasurably through the tesching of philosophy in cur high
sohools. It will sawe science from becoming the tool of nihilism and annihilation and
religion from irraetionali=sm, bigotry, and decadence.

The greatest single interest of these boys 1s personality survival. This suggesis
profound implications. First, the nocessity of psycholeogical self-undersianding. For
04t o Rank has pointed owt that man's most absorbing and conGroling psychological drive
ir the "urge tc immortality." Second, if psychelogy is &ruly &o help advance man ik
cap do go only, az J¢. Tva Progeff has pointizd onk, by leading him to an experience
whlch is beyond paychology - philoseophy. Third, the intellectual seareh for truth
nltimetely leads %o a realm beyond philosephy = religlon. Here in persomallty
dedieation and wershlp man reaches his highest fulfillment.

The Tirst twe of these, pasychology and philoaophy, esn, should, and must become
a part of our secular seccndary educetlon ourriculum. It is my desp convichien that
the most important single, reallstic thing that can be dome %o improwe the future of
eivilismtion igz the inbroduetion of balanced courges on paychology and philosophy in
the sacondary schools of the country and T he world.

I hope that principals and school boards head and there through out the country
may e the vislon end courage to start experimental projects inoluding these couraes.
Tn time zuch a curriculum must and will be universally adopted. When thiz happens
wa shall see & new ara of creativity in the Tield of educationt



A SCALE OF INTELLECTUAL COURIOCSITY

Hamea

Instruciions: Halow are soncepbs or guestions about which shere are a great wmriety of
opinicns, In bhis scale wa are not interested in your specific oplnions of thega
queations bak only your inkersst in the questicn repardless of what ¥ou may beliewve about
ite If you are no: interested in the guesticn or nonosph, encirele "OY; it alightily
nterasted, encirale "1%; il moderately interested, encirels "2"; if voll are more than
maderntely inSerasted, encircle "3": if you are greatly interestad, encircle "4",

le 0123 4 The existenos or naturs of God,

2. 0 1 23 4 Tha mystery of 1ifa.

0 0 L2 3 & What is splritt

t,.0 1 2.3 4 Mhat is renlity?

5. 01 2 3 4 Vhat 43 brath?

<1 e S T 13T e nabuire and deating of mant

Toas QL @l sl | 1 hiyme- froae will}

e R R w13 pramenga, plamg’ or will 4w your 1ifa,

2 P M i Lreainnding the natoras nad fmaction of the humen mind.
1020 18 & At i pegsing ond what 48 porsenent in hnpan 1ifa?
11 0 1 =% & 4 llow Aid oar gniversse and world come into br_ri]j,ET

1 i B ELpt e sootipin oft Life on oar planets ;

13, 0 1 % 34 "ha arepkion op owlotion of man.

ld.-0 123 ia Yanrn inteiligant life on othor plansta?

18+.0 L & 5 & Fmr T do imiverasa like ours extend out inbo space?
18.-0 1 = 3 & What i epeprgiy?

17« 0 1 2 3 £ The noaure of mikar.

18 0 1 2 34 The prigin of fhe difTerent racss of man.

1%, 0 1 2 3 & Is vhore a conflich belwesn scienca and religzion?

20, 0 1 2 3 & What do the obher relipgionas of the world beliewn?

21, 01 2 3 & llow doaa one find the best religion?

£2. 0L 2 5 4 78 thero & mified explanation of the diwersity of humen experisnce?
28. 0 1L 2 3 4 Ts the Dihle the word of God?

€4, 0 1 2 3 & Voss the huomn personslity survive after death?

284 O 1L 2 3 & Wont is lite after death like?

6. 0 1 28 & 4 Ts there s future judgmont?
27, 0 1 2 3 & Are thete celastial beings and angels?
28, 0 1 2 5 4 Were Adam end Eve the first humsn beings?
28, 0 1 2 3 & ¥het is prayer and does 1% work?

dla O 1 2 & £ Is thers such a thing as mireecles?
5la 0 12 3 4 Was Jesus of Nazereth the Son of .God?

982 0 1 2 3 4 What s the kingdom of God?

ada 0 1 2 & & Are Ghers moral laws?

2. 0 1 2 3 4 How fur should one be independent of the traditions and beliefs of the racs?

46 Check the statement which best describes your intellectunl, philosophie, or relipgleus
curiosity.
Not much interested in questions about the meening of life.
~ Interested only in ao far as these problems effect your practical, avery-day living.
Vitally intereated in the meening of 1ife, the naturs and destiny of man, and the
rature of reality or OGod.
You beliewve these guestlons are the most abeorbing and fagoinating questions of life.

56s What broad fisld will you probably enter for your lifa work:
Seientific-Technical, Humanit ies-Liberal Arts, Business-Commereial.
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RANE ORDER OF INTEREST PREFERENCE

Item No. Ttem Weirht
T IO o MO L NI e ot g o e ot S g et e e g e hesi 7 s
14, Ts there intelligent 1ife on other planstig? - = = = = = = = = = = = = &
Ge Wnat ia the neture and destiny cof mMn? = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - EE
1. The existence or natuore of Gpd = = = = = = = ¢ & = 2 @ 6 = & = o = o - b4
i TR G real ] »ly e e o e EQ
22, Doos the human pearsonality survive after death? = = = = = = = = = = = 49
1l. How did oor universe and world come indo heinp? - = = = = = = = = = = 48
26 What is life after death like? = = = = = =@ & ;& & = - = & - - == m == 48
Ba The mystery of 1ife = = = = = = = = = =@ = = = = = = = = = = = = = == ;]
15. How fer do universes llke ours extend out inkto space? = = @ = = = = = 45
120 The prigin of life on ouf planet = = = = = = = = = = = = = e e 45
1%; The creation of evolobtion of MAA = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 33
38, What is the Kinpdom of God? = = = = = = = = = = = = = m = = = == = = A3
9, Understanding the natore and function of the human mind = = = = = - = 4l
8. God's presence, plan, oF will in your life = @ = = = = @ 2 = = = =« = = 41
26, Is there a fubure judgmentf - = = = = = = = = ¢ = =« = - = = = = = = - £1
23s Ia the Bible the word of GodT = = = = = = = & = = = = = = = = = = = = 41
4, What is reality] = = = = = = = c 0 & C - m - m . mm e =-s e --- - al
29, Whati is prayer and does i work? = = = = = = =« = @ w = = = « = w == = 40
2l., Was Jesus of Wagareth the Son of Godf = = = = = = = = =« =« = o om ow ow 40
19, Iz there a asonfliot between science and rellgiont = = = = = = = = = = 54
4. Huw 1ar ghould nue be independent of the %Sraditions of the race? « = - 36
Te Dows nn have Ires willt = = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = = = == g
80,4 Are there such things as miraeles? = = = = = = = = = = =« = = = = = w o= A3
21, How dose one find the best religion? = = = = = = @ = =@ = = = = = = = - 32
16, What is merpy? = = = = = = = =@ @ = = = = = = == = = = = = == == -~ 3l
10. What is passing and what is permanent in human life? = = = = = = = ~ = 28
20, "hat do the cther religlons of the world believe? = = = = = = = = = = 2T
2T7. Are there celestial beings and ANEels? = = = = = = = = = = = - = =~ - @8
17. The nature of mAYHEr = = = = = = = = = = = = meamm e om om om = m o= = m 24
28, Were Adam and Bve the first human belnge? = = = = = & = = = = = - = - =23
18. The origin of the differsnt races of BN = = = = = = = = = = = @ = = = 24
£8: Is there & unified explenation of the diverasity of human experienca? - 21
30 What ia spirif? = = = = = = = = = = c = = 2 === = === = == o= = 20
TEN MOST INTENSIVE INTERESTS
25, What i3 life after deafh T1ikal = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 42
Ga Whet is the nmature and destiny of man? = o = = = @ = = =« = == = == 40
1. The existence or nature of God = = = = = = = = = =@ = & = @ = = = = == 36
14, Is there intellipgent 1life on chher planetig? = = = = = = = = = = === = a6
B WhaS  lm el s i e e e e e e e e e e a3
24. Dosg the human perscnality survive alter death? = = = = = = = = - - = 33
11. How did our universe and world come into belng? - = = = = = = = = = - 30
12, The origin of life on our plangl = = = = = = = =@ = = = = = = = = =~ = = 28
%23, Are there moral IawWsE = = = = = = = = = = = = = - = = m mom o= o= o= 8
8, Understanding the nature and function of the human mind = = = = = = = PR
TEN 1EAST INTEK3IVE INTERESTS
o8, Were Adam and Eve tha Tirat RUmBD DOINEST = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 2T
21, How does one find the hest religion? = = = = = = = = = = = == - = - = 2T
27. Aro there celestial beings and angels?l - = = = = == = = &= = == = - = 25
16, Tha origin of different races of PAN = = = = = = = = @ = = = = = = = = gl
20. What do the other religions of the world believe? = = = = = = = = =« = 21
22. I there a unified explanation of the diversity of human experience? - 20
17. The nature of miterf = = = = = @ & = =2 = = v = = = = = = & = = = = 15
1. Waa Josgus of Magareth the Son of GOdY = = = = = = = = = = = =@ &= = = 18
S What i BPIrlGY == == mi= == = == fm o L R T 17
16, What iz ohergyl = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = == = - m e e = 15

(#hare wailpghts were the same ranking wes debtermined by intermal item pattern.)



