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All gquotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from The URANTIA Book c 1955 and
are uied by permisslion. Interpretations and opinion: herz2in &are *thoze af the
Guthors .

The evolution of 2tatehood ernntails prodgrezs from level to Ieval ;0 a2 follaows': ...
I2: The world-wide wvogue of the pursuit of wisdem = the exaltation of
philosaphy . The evolution of a world religion, which will preZagae tha ahtranhcea
of the planet upon the earl ier phazoe: of secttlament in light and life. pp GOG-7.

MEDI TERRAMEAM BASIM

In 1978 the Glomar Challenger =ailed for the HMediterrangan Sea. Tuo seiantizta,
Eill Fvan and Keh Shoeo, uwéerée loockKing for avidence af the sarly history of the
Meditarranean. At a site 180 miles @aszt of the Straight of Gilbraltar thiey
dirilled for a core sample.

15 millian wvears ago the Straight of Gilioraltar closed. Arcund Urantia it was &

time of mountaln bullding and volcanic activity. The Meditaerranean was connected
to theée Atlamtic Deean foi~ a3 while by & channel acress France so  that the
mauntain paaks of that region stood abowve the water as lIslands In a =z2ea, Later

the Mediterranean connected with the Indian Ocean, but by 1B million *ears ago
when the Suez was: elevated, the Mediterranean udas cut ofF Ffram the ocenni af the
Wworld and became for a Lime an inland salt s&a. p. B97.

A:s the scientists attempted Tto obtaim a zample of the 2ez floor their drill bit
becams stuckK. Upon retrieval they discovered the last s=ection of their Eipo
fFilled with a strangae tyvpa of gravel composed of only four componénts? valcanic

bedrock ; limeitonk . avesum, and tiny fozsils. Their find amzzed the team.

Tern mill lon vears ago the Mediterraneaan Sea coveraed much of northern AfFr lca. B
ESE. For & sthart time all the land was agzin JjJoined exXxcept for Australis. Fiug
million years azso the land coennection between A+rica and South AmMerich zubmeraed
and the kWestern Hemisphere became izolated wmuch az it iz  today. This time is

uzeially ealled thée Fliccens.

The scientists obtained one thouzand foet of core sample. The rocE record

réevealed a time &Ff rising alpine mountains and continental collizian=s. Otheépr
zites around the Mediterranean Lereée sameled. Each times thew found thi pedrack
covered with lLimestone, then ayvpium cohtaining shells of wary small SEa

Ergaturas .

In their search for an anszwear to what thiz meant the scientists examined gravel
in other places of the world. For example. they found gravels in Daath YVallay,
California, to be comeosed of a great variety of components . and they coancludod
these were washed down from Surrounding araeas. Gravels do not form at the bottom
of 8 gea,. howsver, and the Mediterranean sravels were different. They had never
bean waszhed down. They had occuraed in place. The tiny animals were adults that
had survived in an extrems epvironment, & stressed community . The syvesum couyld
hawvwe anly formed through evaporation. The 1imeztone could have formed from driad
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up oozxesz. The scientiita had found evidence of an evaparative tTidal flat with
Woleanic activitiy nearby. They found a recoprd of a2 cataclyvemic event near tThe
Straight of Gibraltar.

On p. 721 e are told that the bMediterranean Ses Was extended in the Black Sea
area about S56,.008 vears ago. Then one=half million vears ago the Meditarranean
Sea retrested consequent upon the elevation of Arabis and the Sangik peoplezs of
this time ware able to reach Africa. p. ¥2B. The aupeérior SangiKs migrated to
northertn more temperate climes, but +the orange, green, and indigag rFaces
gravitated to Atrica over thiz peply alevated land bridge saparating the
Hestuward retreating bediterranean from the Indian Ocean. p. 788.

The scientists Ffound that the rivers and rain:z <that flaw and fall inta the
Mediterranegan Sea do not bring in enough mater to mateh thoe euaporation from the
het sitin. Their core samples =howed araas of so0ils on the =z2lopes. tidal Fflats
along the marginz, and in the middle Meditervanean, the last drill =ite in the

cepter” of the abysmal plain, the deepest part of the sea, they hit rock salt!
They concluded that the very middle of the MeditSrranean wWas &t one time
completely dey. FMoraover, they found over 1888 feet of salt depozits in places.
Since it takKes the evaporation of about S8 feet of zzlt water to form one foot
of solid salt, they Knew that avan if the entire Mediterrranean dried up thara
Hould pot ba anough water for the amount of sall they head found.

The URARITIA Book tells us on page 898 that abeut 24,800 vears ago the isthrmus of
Gibraltar, proctecting the western Mediterranean. brokKe during an carthquake .
quickly raising this inland lake to the level of the Atlantic Ocean. Then the
Sicilian land bridge submerged, and the Mediterranean became one S2&& connected
e the Atlantic Ocean. This great cataclyzim cawsed the highest lofa af life by
flood in all of the Wworld's histars.

Te account for their theory that the Mediterransan had once been an inland EEa
the scilentists specul ated ("4 ] Hon T Meed i tarranean had B closed. Thias
concluded that the Straight of Gibraltar had opened and closed throushout
hiztory. At once cutting off the Mediterranean fram its uwestern source and tThen
fuddenly ., cataclyamally . breakKing and exposing the reletively dry basin to  tho
chruzh of the open Atlantic cascading owver 2 Ffalls perhaps a2 Kilometer 1m
height. The onslaught of watér was so forceful it BroKe the socund barr ier &s it

fell and washed away three million ¥ears of the rock record.

Less than 349,008 vewrs sgo, in connection with +the wviclent sctivity of the
surrounding volcanos and the submergence of the Sicilianm land bBridae to FAfrics,
the ezziern floor of the Fediterranean slouwly sank, carrying down beneath the

waters the entire peninsula of the first Garden of Eden. At the zama time the
coast of the esstern Mediterranéan was greatly elevsted. p. Z26-7. Then on pase
889-98 uwe are told that during -the sarlier dawvs of the wvislet race the
Mediterranean trouagh Was protected by the Gibraltar igthmus and the Sicilisn

land bridge, and early maritime commerce was eé2tabl ished on these inland l aKes .
The Mile delta was slowly rising aleng with the upthrust of the Ssharan area and
the shifting of the water-laden wind2 from the west to the nporth turned theze

once fgreat pasture areas into barren desert.

There was additional evidence to support the =2cientists' theories. lhen the
Azuan Dam was being built in the late 19B8°'2, a Soviet geclogist pnoamed Chumakoy
Has Woerling on the foundations. He found a deep potch right through the Hubian °
granite of the Mile wvallew. Although he did not understand the wmechanism at the
tima. ha concluded that the File had at one time formad a great waterfall in the
araa. He deducaed that the only way this could have happened was if the sea laeval
of the Mediterranean had dropped hundreds of meters. After communicating with
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Ryan and Shoo, they came to an understanding of the dwnbmics of the
Mediterraneani ftrategic aress of land had risen and sanK asnd +the water Iz
advanced and retreated cver geologic time. It was the anly way to exuplain their
findings. Thay published their papersz tosether.

The URAGITIA Boolk detaiis millions of veéars of geologice hiztary For us i  the
saction on the history of Urantia. Ilncluded in this detail = s record of +the
Mediterranean basin befFore and after It wai inhabited by man. e ara lhnstructad

of {ts connection to the spen oceahs and of itc reriodic iszolation. e Encw the
land was alavated then z2ubsequantly submersged and deluged az the water reécadad
and then returned. It i€ a woanderful histary, full of lona eventlecs P iods
Punctuataed by cataclyamic occurances and highlighted by gradual chansesz. This
histor: is important to us and this importance is only now baing understocd.

Tuenty vears aftter thair origlnal findinass Bill Ryvan apd Eanh Shoo are comeletely
convinced that the Mediterranean has not alwavs been bs §t iz todav. #Abthouah
there sre still many sKeptics, they Know this regioh has shown histaric perlaods
0f deep open S&s, inland salt lakes, shalleow tidal basing ., and barren =unlt and
#and dezerts. Thay understand that the zea level has rilsen and fallen alang with
cerresponding parts of the continents and land bridges. They belleve +these
geologic changas have happened many times aver the past and that thew might esven
hhpren again.

What these seientistis do not vet Know is that thaey have unWittingly helped +ao
confirm o documented history af this region that was wr-itten evan before tha
Tools to complete their deep sea zurvey had Besh developed. fAnd although de do
net neaed their findinss, their theorlez, and their spaculations to maintain our
belief of the fifth epocal revelation, 1t is work by peorle such as these that
increases our understanding and our awe oF the great Enowledas and Wwisdam of the
Fresenters of The URARTIA Boak.
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COSMIC BACKGROUMD RADIATION

The URAMTIA Book contains much scientific informstion. Since ite publiceation
same of thisz data haz been discovered and confirmad and Some has not. It agives
ma an indescribablae feelins when 1 read something in the book that has since
Been chown to exist bv way of the scientific method. Even when the short tTerm
intorpretation of some dats does not alian with the explanation given, the boo ke
proves ocwver and ovaer again that itz authors are prive to a rangse of infoarmat lon
that Wmould revolutionize sciepce as we HKnow it today.

On p. 473 The URAMNTIA Bool =tates, “Grawity presence and action is what prevants
the appaarance of the theoretical absolute zaro, for interstellar space does nol
haue the temperature of absolute zero.® Thisz small statement might 30 unhoticed
to sameone not familisr with cosmoleay or astrophysics. But to someone trained
in theze +ialds, thiz information, coming @ it did in 1934 and publizhed in
195% ., iz reuvelational .

Before 19480 most scientists assumed that interstellar space Has Wilhout heat. IT
Has bel ieved that space existed at a temperaturs o+ absolute rera. Absalute zTerao

iz the temperature of anh object whose molecular mwotiom ds at & minilraimn.
Molacul ar action does not cease at this coldest possible temperature {—2732
degrees Celsius, -458 degrees Fahrenheit, o B degrees Falwin), bBut Kinetilc

gnergw. the motion of matter, can g0 no lower as We Know it. [t was alzo Widely
believad that space Wwas empty , mlthough comglex molecules have subsequently been
discouvered in deep 2pace. The URAMTIA Book states on p. 473 that the aemptiest

space HKnown in kRebadon . our lochl universe, would wield about Grie hundred
yltimatens , the equil ivant of one electron, in #ach cubic inch.

The ccientific ucrld began to discover traces of infrared rcadiation,. heat, ir
upnexpected argas. In 1948 while uworking at M. Wilsan, DOunham and Adams

dizcoyered puzzling interstellar absorption lines. After analysis of thair data.
it was zuggested that the moleculeéz observed ware Being Kept at a temperature of

3 degrees Kelvin. Thiis theory seemed too simple to be taken soriously at the
time. The data lay dormant for 25 vears a3 ‘the tachnoleogy of astrophysical

inetrumentaticn progresced.

In 1946 Gamsd end associates, from John HopkKins, suggested & vestigal cosmic
radiation bath might still persist if the universe had had an explosive origin.

Than in 198% Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson of Ball Telephone started testing &

nek radilo antenna. They feund an exceszs noise corresponding To radiation at a
tenger sture of about 3 degrees impinging on Earth from all directicns. Y] 137a
Fenzixs and Wilson were auwarded a sharae of the Mobel prize in physics for their

diccovery af this microdave bazeHground radiation.

To ewplain this mvsterious bacKground radiation It was posztulated tThat this
gugenly distributed low-grade space tomperature was a remnant of the Big Bang. It
hasz = ince been used as the main evidence to suppart this theory. [t is even used
to trace the cosmos back to the wvery First milliseconds of +1the wuniverse's
gxistence! OFf course, |he URAMTIA BooK seems to indicate that thera was no Big
Bang. and the wery latest measupements of the cosmic backaround radiation do not
fit the theory either.

1t seems that the scientists hes predicted the mebsurements of ihe cosmic
background radiation to form the roughly bell=shapad curve of a blackbody
radiator when graphed. Deep space should act LikKe & blackbody, & Fertect
absorber or emitter of radiatlon. However, baforeé 1888 only part of the spactrum

of this backeround radistion had been messured. All of the measurements had bean
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made an one side of the curve as the atmosphere blocks out shorter wavelengths
and the Earth itself radiates profusely and zwamps the subtle cosmic slan&l. So
the other side of the curve fhad been conjecture For 25 vears. It was Jus+t

assumad that this side alsoc fit the blackbody curve.

Last wear two scientists +timally succeeded in measuring points an  this unknown

tide. Their findings are causing trouble for many of their colleagues. They do
naot fit the blackbody cupwe. Theay arae about 18 percent higher than expectad. So
new conjecture has arisen to account Fforr this irregular ity. I+ will take

cosmologists some time and more Work Will peed to be done to confirm the recent
findings . The next feuw vears should prove interesting as mew dets from this area
iz collected and snalyzad.

It is more than coincidence that the latest scientific evidence does net support
Pepular sciantific theorles 1iKe the Big Bana. For nou, it is su#ficlient ta zay
that the latest evidonce does support the information given in The URAMT1A Book.
The Bia Bang theory will be investigated more fully in a future edition of The
Purzuit af kisdom.
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Subscription to The Pursult of kisdom, a mnawsletter relating the information
9iven in The URANTIA Book to recent scientific data, is free. I+ wvou wWizh +to
receive this, plaase send vour name and address to the publisher below. I£ wouw
are mlready receiving the newsletter and wish to discontinue the seruvice Flenso
inform us . Address correction is requested.

Contributing articles are welcome but Will be published at the discretion of the
Fublisher. Readar commeants are WHelcome.
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LETTERS

Congratul ations on your Wol. i Me. { Pursuit of Wisdoem on the topic of the Milew
Lkiay and the Seventh Superunivarse. Your wWork iz wall thouaht out, craative and
informad. I 1iKe theé didea of someone Keeping a cumulative cross-reference
betuween UWRAMTIA Book cosmaelogyssciance &apd that of terrastrial arisin.

Troy R. Biszshop
Silver Spring, Md.
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Thank vou for sendlng ma a copy of the premier lszue of Pursuit of Liisdom. I &am
Pleased to see othaer folkKs are Writing about cesmalogy ...

I was pleased to see that vou came to tThe same conclusion about Orvonton that 1
did in one of m¢ "“"The Mezssenger® articles.

Dick Bain
Bt. Patarsbura,. Fl.
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Really appreciate vour volume 1, number 1, Septembar lesye! Keeép §meE  on  ¥our
mailing list. I agree that there is a need and interest in & forum for repoartinag
scientific discovaries. Thank ¥ou Ffor thinkKing of it.

Enclosed i3z & little choeck to help defray csome of vour mailing coaits.

four newsletter forum Wwill be zhared by our entlre group (IHCERHDERS? .

FPatije Mills=s
Sarazaota, Fl.
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Thank ¥ou forr Seénding us yvoup naedsletter. Could I have permission te publish
your fascinating article in E-B-B at some future date?

Madel ine Moordzs
VWictoria, Austral ia
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Lk wunderstand the time and effort vou put into your ned publication and
apprecliate ¥our contribution toward bringing our planet to Light and Life.

Georae Sammis
Brotherhood of Man Library . Mezon City, lows
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I really enjoyved the first issue of the P.O.L. | alsc have been contemplating
soma of theé aztropnomical azspects of the U. BookK ., but nat to thé wdtant vou have.
The distance of Orventon has bothered ma too, I have & little different
perspective from the ohe you presented. IFf our sun takes 238 million »ears to

orb it the Milky lay center . and if itc velocity iz 280 Km'sec a: most books
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report. and if the orbit iz aessentlally circular, then the radius of that circle
is 26,858 1ight vears - & long way from 280,800, However . if one Here to trauveld
tTo the salaxy canter, one would net travel along a radii. but prathar follow some
curved path. The z=hoptest route would be an ellipse whoie properties would be
dictataed by the mass of 'the center. the ralative velocity betuween the center and
cur planet, and the escapa walocity from this solap 2vitem... So. I don't think
a path noermal to the rotational plane Is wary practical even far zeraphim. That
only leaves & path along soeme cupve in the rotalional plane which Talkas Inax b
advantage of all the othor masses along the route, uwhile at the same time
avoiding any collisions...If 20, & laast energy path uould bhe along ohe of the
spiral arms.

«o.For the distance along the Orion arm, beginning at a radius of ZIK, | cowmpule
2lg . 088 1ight Years. Considerlng the crudenezzs af e calculatian, that's in
agregmant with the Book. Whether that is uhat the weiters kad in mind I have no
idaa, but it 1s an intersiting rasult. The main point,. housver ., iz that the
distances are not necessarily along radii. ! suppose L&raphim could travel alang
a light beam, but there's not 3 clue that I cam fikd in the book a:s to their
rath.

iile 1 have no basice 'te diskgres on Your speculatlion of the comeotition of
Orvoanton, [ would liKe to point out that woupr millian light-vaar circle i=
misleading. The galaxies vou depict don't lie in & plape, but are in o werw
compl icated three dimenzianal ralation...

Trawis Binioh
Barmapdy - T

In ansuaer to e, Binionh's letter I would likKe to suggest:

On k. 170 The URAMTIA Book states that wheon viewins a certxin nebula. B e PBRUSE
o cons=ider that the light wvou behold left those diztant a2uns almost one millian
Years agao, "

On p. 458 when discussing variable stars 1lhe Book ztates. "By this tochnique it
Is possible to measure stellap diztances most precizely up to more than che
million |light-vears.*®

"Eneray . whether as light or in other forms, in its flight throush Space moves
Etraight forward.Y p. 481

These and other references throushout the BooK suggest that stellar disiances
hire fmasured in light-vears, and that light does indeed travel in stralght
lines. vour analvsis seems To indicate that we should measure distances by 1l
route of probable travel. While I can follow ¥our rFressoning somewhat, I find it
inconsistent with the informetion given.

Az to the path seraphim or other entities would take, I da hot Know. Howeuvep,
their speads are often listed. On p. ZEO-2E1 we are told that P O e 2 o b e | e o
baings " limit of welocity i3 186,288 miles per second <{(speed of 1ighti. biduaw
creatures attain double welocity - 372,560 miles per second - and zeraphiin E&n
attain 558,843 miles per second, triple the szppeed of light. Then thew explain
that EBolitary Messengers can travel &t speeds up to and probably exceeding

841 .,621,842,0880 miles per second. That is 4,518,046 times the speed of 1ight|

On p. 222 a Divine Councelor explains that Trinitv-origin beinge can traval
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independent of seraphim. They poisess the pousr of maving fresls and quicKly in
the universe of universes. And while they cannot accelerate to the almost

unbel ievabla velocity of the Solitary Meiiahgerz, they can reach any point in a
sup&runiverse, from its headquarters, in less than a vYear of Urantia time. "It
redquired 183 davz of vour time for me to journey #from Uversa to Urantia.® stated
the Divine Counselorf

Since theid bDeings are not concerned with the paissage of time 65 HWe Know i1, and

since the distance from Uversa, the capital of Orvontor: to Jaépuzem, the capltal

of Satania, is listed at 288,088 1light years, that puts their linear velocity In

the range of B7A.888 time:s the speed of light. Clearly we canhot underztand

travel ing paths or velocities in this ranoge. l

fiszs to the millien light-vear circle being misleading., I da net agree. fAny tima
wou try to convey a three dimensional pattern in two dimensions there can be
miginterpretation, Our oun solar system uhen wvieuwed from Jdiffapent petcpactives
can somatimes lead ene to false conclusiohns. Plute . for esxample, does not lie in
the plane of the other planets. It alzo =2uings inside the orbit of Meptune
guring =ome periods, &nd extends its range berond it ot octhers. bBhen vieued Foom
aboue , houevar, as many texts diagram our s¥stem. it iz obvisus that all the
planets snd even comets, etc.. belong to one group. bhile the relative motlions
and the distinct pozltion Ilh space of the participating members of the Filky
lay core of the Local Group have nol been completels dociphered, 1 believe all
the galazies [ llsted are membersz of one organizational unit, Orvontan, Jjust a=z
the plenets, asteroids, comets, and other heavenly sclar svstem bodies :
dizcovered fo far, are all members of Monmatla.

In any case my article has fulfilled its purpose of promecting thouaht and =21ludy
of The URAMTIA Book. I agres that future Inuvestigaticn in this flzld will prova
most intoresting.

F.ld.

cEEERE R SRR RS RS R R R N R R e R B R e B e R R
[ foupnd vour latest pmewsletter a bit depressing. OF cdurze [ had heard much of
this befFare, but it is ocverwbhelming dhan 2ll the bad news 1= put together in one
pewsletter . Yau ought *a 2end a copy to all the Folks up on capitol hill...

The cosmology By T. Feulgkner and B. Yarnell s pretty impressive. Unfortunatelsys
the small print didn't reproduce well. It wauwld make a great study guide i+ it

could be had in largaer size.

Dick Bain
5t. Petersbura, Fl.

Frank Liright
3123 Culpapper Rd.
Knoxwille, Tn. 37217



