WASHINGTON (AP} — Nearly E.Dmhrz.;ars :15115 E
shory goes, a light in the sky guided { men
crib of a newborn infant. That beacon has become the
center of falth, puzziement and debate ever since,

The gospel of Matthew reports the event, with the

!-three wize men saying they came to Bethlehem to see

.Jesies becanse “we have seen his star in the east, and

+” are come to worship him."

. While thealogians tend toward divine origin for the
‘star of Bethlehem, scientists have proffered clhec
-pozgibilities.

If it was a natoral phencmmenon there are many
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Scientists explain the miracle of Beth

possible explanations, said LeRoy Doggett of the LLS.
Naval Obsecvatory. :

But Doggett added that, in addition to the scientific
ideas, “‘two options have to be considered that would
take it out of the hands of astronomers altogether. One
would be for it to be a real miracle. The other is if the
story, in some form or another, is amyth”

Otherwize, Dogpett said, “ihere iz a wild array of
possible explanations.” ;

(e possibility iz a conjunction of planeis, an cccasian
when two or more plancts appear to be close together in
the skv, ar even line up with one another, meking them

saemm wnusuaily bright.

The actual bicth of Jesus iz believed to have ocowrred
sometime from 3 B.Co 10 7 B.C, Doggen said. A
conjunction of Venus and Jupiler, both bright planeis,
oecurred in 3 B.C. Another, involving Jupiter and Satum
topk placein 7 B.C.

I wise men were systematically watching the sky
and walching the motions of the plapets, they might
have infrerred something significant™ from such events,
DogEett =id. y

And he noted that astrofogy was very popular in that
erd. Il was the scicnce of the time. ™"
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Scientists disagree over origin of ‘Star of W

WASHINGTON (AP) — That

approach, set forth in Matthew's

Asirology was very popolar at

another conjunctlon of Jupiter and
Satom oocurred in T B.C.

to be born amoeng the Jews.

Yigtar of wonder' that guided the
wise men nearly two thousand
years ago continues 1o burn
brightly in homen thought and
memery, despite disagreement
pver the actual sowrce of the
upearthiy light.

A nova, comet, conjunction of
gtars and other -possibilities have
been suggested by sclentists as

explanations for the star. :
And many people think the light
is slmply one of devine arigin.
The Bible Iz dlrect in its

T T ———
i

Eospel:

“Hehold, there came wise men
from Ghe East to0  Jerusalemn,
saying, “Where 5 he that is borm
King of the Jews? For we have
seen hils stzr in the East, and are
come to wacship him.'"

But no forther description of the
star is offered, an omission which
has led scientists to spend couant-
less time and energy discussing
what natural phencmenon  could
have accounted for the light seen in
the sky that night.

the time of the birth of Jesns in
Eethlehem, and astrelogers often
gought explanations for earthiy
events in the movemsants of stars.

The actual birth of Jesus is
believed to have occurred between
3 B.C. and ¥ B.C., so celestial
cvents diring that period have
been stedied for something . that
milght have seemed special.

LeRoy Doggett of the ULS, Naval
Observabory reports that the bright
planets Venns and Jupiter &p-
peared close together in 3 B.C. and

Also in 3 B.C,, Juplter appeared
close to the star Regiwlus, Doggetd
noted, ap event which might have
spurred speculation by astrologers
since Jupiter was known then as
tha Hing Planet.

Regulus was alzo azsociated with
Kings, and it was the brightest star
in the consteliatlon Leo, which was
the astrological zign for the ancient
tribe of Judah in Israel Thus,
this combination conld have been
interpreted a5 meaning-a king was

The zame conjunction has oc-
curred at ather dmes, however,
Dogpett noted, without stimulating
the same sort of inferest.

A nova, or exploding star, has
been sogpested by other scientizts
as & possible explanation for the
star of Bethlaherm.

Chinese records indicate a nova
oocurred im § BiC., amd perhaps
that was the lght which guided the
Magi. i

A painting found in & cetacomb
in Rome shows the constellztion
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possible explanations, said LeRoy Doggett of the U.S.
Mawval Observatory.

But Doggett added that, in addition to the scientific
ideas, “two opticns have to be considessd that would
take it out of the hands of astranomers altagether. One
would be for it to be a real miracle. The olher ts if the
story, in some form or another, 15 & myth."’

- (Otherwise, Doggett said, “there 15 a wild array of

possible explanations.™

Ume possibility is a conjunction of planets, an eccasion
when two or more planets appear to be close together in
the sky, or even ling up with one another, making them

Astrology was very popular at

setim unusually bright.

The actual birth of Jesus is balisved to have occurred
sometme from 3 B.C o 7 B.C, Dogges said. A
conjunction of Venus and Jupiter, both bnght planets,
occurred in 3 B.C Another, invalving Jupiter and Saturn
toak place in7 B.C.

“IE wise men were systematically watching the sky
and watching the metions of the planets, teey might
have infrecred something signiftcant™ from sach events,
Dioggett said.

And he noted that astralogy was very popular in that
arg. It was the science of the ime.

anather conjunction of Jupiter and

to be barn amang the Jews,

Astrologers, who believe moverments of the =t
either foretell or affect Earthly happentngs, might has
seen significance in the appearance of the planet Juplh
near the star Regalus in 3 B.C., added Doggets :

Astrologers in Persia and Babylonia knew Jupiter::
the “king" planst. Regulns was alse associated wil
kings. And the constellation Leo, where Hegulus is o
brightest star, was the astrological sign for the ancie
tribe of Judah in Israel ;

sts disagree over origin of ‘Star of Wonder’

Aquila with what appears to be an

15t approach, set forth in Matthew's
the  gospel:
[ YBEphold, there came wise men
Irn. from  the East to  Jerusslem,
nd  saying, ‘Where is he that is born
nt King of the Jews? For we have
seen his star n the Egst, and are
come to worship him,'"™
‘of  Bot no further description of the
ive  star is offered, -an omiszion which
a5 has led scientists to spend count-
. less time and energy dlscussing
iht  what natural enon  could
| have accounted for the light seen in
its  the sky that night.

the time of the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, and astrologers often
gought explanations for earthly

evenids fn the movements of stars.

The actual birth of Jesus (3
helieved to have pecurred between
3 BL. and 7 B.C.. s0 celestial
evenis during thal period have
been sindied for something . that
might bave seemed special.

LeRoy Dogpett of the U5, Naval
{bsarvatory reports that the bright
planets Venus and Jupiter ap-
peared close together in 3 B.C. and

Saturn eecwrred in 7 B.C.

Alsp in 3 B.C., Jupiter appeared
close to the star Regulus, Doggett
noted, ap event which might have
spirred speculation by astrologers
since Jupiter was known then as
the King Planst.

Repulus was ilso associated with
Kings, and it was the brightest star
in the constellation Leo, which was
the astrological sign far the ancient
tribe of Judsh in Israel.  Thus,
thiz comhbination could have besn
interpreted as meaning a king was

The same conjunclion has og-
curred st other Gmes, however,
Doggett noted, without stimuolating
the sarme sort of interast.

A nova, or exploding star, has
been supgested by other =cientists
as a passible explanation for the
star of Bethlehern,

Chinese records indicate &8 nave
pecarred ln 5 B.C., and perhaps
that was the light which guided the
Mﬂgj. i

A painong found in a catacomb
in Rome shows the constellation

extra star. A nova, faring up and
disappearing, coild acoomt for
that. '
Comets
gested, Halley's comet tmade an
appearance in 12 B.C., and other
come! sightings were reparted in .
both4 B.C, and 5 B.C.

At any rale, no major

astronomiical sights are schedoled -

for thils Christtnas. The planets
Mercury and Uranus will be close
topether on Dee. 26, bul neither is
nnususlly brght.

have also besn  sup- -



