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WASHINGTON (AP} — Scientists
have discoversd frossils of whal is
believed to have been the largest
bird ever to scar the skies of the
Earth — a behemoth the size of a
man with a wingipan af 25 feal.

The dizcovery, announced hMonday
by the Matlonal Geographic Society,
was made in Argentlna and con-
firmed by scientists at the Malural
History Muzeum of Los Angeles
Cou, iy,

T'# remains are of a bird that
measared 11 feet from beak to tail,
weighed between 160 and 170
punds and, when standing, could
bave looked a G-foot-tall man
directly in the eye.

"*Thiz rmakes it the world's largest
known flying bird," =aid Dr. Ken-
neth E. Campbell, curator of verte-
brate paleontology at the Laos
Angeles facility. "It's definitely a
mast spectacular ereature.”

Carnpbell said the higgest flving
bird alive today is the Andean Coen-
dor, a soaring creature with a 10-
fool wingapan that can weigh about
35 pounds.

The bigpesi presiously known fly-
ing hirds were extinct varietics with
wingspans approaching 16 leet. The
largest known creatures to tike to
the air were flying repiiles called
pterosaurs, some of which had
wingapans of up to 35 feet.

In the fatest discovery, aboul a
dozen bones from ooe giant bird
wore recavered at @ akte about 100

Fossil Find Believed
To Be Largest Bird

mifes west of Buenes Alres by Drs,
Eduardo P. Tonni and Rasendo
Pascual of Argenting's La Plata
Museum,

“We have the parts of three dif-
ferent wing benes, two leg banes
and paris of the skull!" Camphell
sabd im a telephone interview.

While visiting Argenlina last year,
Campbell was shawn the fessils and
imreediately identlfied them as a
pew, larger type of teratorn. This i
a now-extinct group of large birds
whise name tn Greek means “won-
dor bird.”

Alibough no one knows exactly
what teratorns looked like, of a1l
living birds their bones maost resem-
ble Lhese of comdars.

“So0. gur reconstructions are pat-
terned alter condors and we assume
they probably flew similar to con-
dors,” Camphell =aid “Becaose of
their slze, they prabably relied
almeesd exclusively on gliding to iy,
rather than wing-flapping.”

"Pecple are going to say that any
bird that large simply coulda fly,"
Campbell =aid. "But we arc sare
that it id ... It's unlikely that
& bird would have feathers and wing
hopes suitable for flight if it didn't
fy."

"ampbell, whose work is sup-
ported by Nalional Geographic, sald
these predator birds are bolieved o
have evalved in Soutk America and
spread to the sowlhern United
States.
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