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There 1s a curious parallel to this last idea of Kepler, in the writings of 
St .  John Chrysostom. who died in the year 407 A.D. Chrysostom has this to 
5ay ( In  I l a m ~ l ,  in hiatt., 11. 9 ) :  "Cod in His great condescension calls the Magi 
by ,nrsns of their customary pursuits, and shows thcm a great  and extra-  
ortlinary star,  so as to as ton~sh  thcm by the size and beauty of the  appearance 
and  the way that  the s tar  traveled. . . . Think it not then unw,orthy of God to 
have called the  Mag1 by a star.  . . . He did so to raise them to better thinqs. 
When thcn Fie has brought them, and guided them by the hand,  and set them 
before the manger, He no longer addresses them by  a star,  but  through a n  
angel." 

According to Kepler's calculations, Jupi ter  appeared to pass Saturn three 
y. 'times in the year B.C. 7. Tha t  this could happen. is best proved by the fact 

thaf the same unusual occurrcncc was observed in late 1940 and early 1941. 
Each year, as the Earth passes Jupi ter ,  that slow planet appeirs  to move west- 
ward among the  stars,  whereas while we a r e  not passing it, i t  appears to move 
eastward. The same thing is true as  we pass Saturn. Such a triple conjunction 
as that of B,C--7-occurs whcn Jupi ter  passes Sa turn ,  then both planets a r e  

; p a s s e m t h e  Earth,  very shortly themafter.  Then both move backwards, and 
Jupiter,  moving the  faster,  appears to pass Saturn a second time, as  both move 
westward. As w e  go on our way, bolh planets appear to move eastward again, 
and Jupiter passes Sa turn  for a third time. This is usually called a triple 
conjunction, o r  a Great  Conjunction:-' -- - 

Kepler's first two dates for the conjunctions in B.C. 7 were in error, as  
the B r i t ~ s h  astronomer C.,,Qitc_har&j~a5$:, Thg . t rue  
cptember 29 and ~ c c e ' m b c r  4. Rcpler  correctly calculated 

following $ear, ?Jars ~ ~ a s i ? d  Snturn. and in March the 
rrd planet passcd J i r p ~ t e r .  Fle also pointed out that the Sun was close on the 
heels of Mars, and whcn Mars stood so as to form a neat triangle uyith the two 
other plancts, late in February of the ycnr F n.C. ,  Sa turn  and Mars were not 
bright enough to be scen In the cvcning twilight. l iencc the statcmcnt widely 
circulated in modern t~rncs  that the triangle Slnrs-Jupiter-Saturn was scen 
b y  the Wise :den and was taken as the S ta r  of Bethlehem is misleading, inas- 
much as the triangle could not have been seen. 

This statement is often rendered even more ridiculous by assertions that  
the three planets wcre__so_close togcthcr that they merged, tbqk !igh_t into one 
h r ~ g h t  star, and the Magi thought that it-was a new and strange star.  The planets 
were af-i1l~'timcs separated by at  lcast two Moon-diameters, and only a n  
abysmally weak palr of eyes could e'Ti-er-have merged thcrn. -As  13'crk<:Ga'ifney 
points out,  "Had the Magi weak ryes? Would Wise Men ever mistake two 
planets for a single s ta r?  And 11 may be remarked that  those who lived in 
unilluminated towns or  villages watched the wandering of the planets and 

crossed the desert were not unfamiliar w ~ t h  the stars, the  only 'life' there was 
for  them to  watch a t  night." 

In brief, Keplcr was enough of a mystic, and was sufficiently impressed 

saw thcrn advance and retrograde, approach and separate: that  those who 1 

u-ith the appearance of the nova of 1604, to suggest that the second apparition 
of the S ta r  of Bethlehem, as given in the  account by Saint  Matthew, was a 
nova which came soon af ter  the triple conjunction of Jupi ter  and  Sa turn .  

But the triple conjunction alone, occurring as it does a t  intervals never 
shorter than about 125 years, and usually a t  least double this period, would 
seem to have been s u f i ~ c i e n t  as a sign to Zoroastrian astrologers. This occurred 
in the constcllation Pisces, the fiches, an area of the sky of astrological signifi- 
cance to the Jewish people. F:vc.n some of the Jc~rrs, in the middle ages, 
believed in astrology. Isaac Abravsncl (o r  Abrabanel) was a Portuguese Jew, 
born in 1437;  he was a scholar and a statesman, and later served Ferdinand of 
Aragon. In the expuision of the Jews from Spain rn 1492. ; \ h r ~ ~ ~ ~ - - '  -..- , ' 

exile, dying in Venice in  1508. He apparent ly believed in astrology, becat 
his  commentary on t h e  book of Daniel (Mayyenc  Ha-Yeshu'ah-The So 
of Salvat ion) ,  Source 12, Porta  2, Section 2, h e  describes t h e  various plan 
configurations on which t h e  world events depend,  coming to the concli 
that  the most important is the conjunction of Jup i te r  and S a t u r n  in F 
which, according to him, occurs only each 2360 years. Actually, it is f a r  ! 

f requent  than this. 
"After searching the  effects of all t h e  great  conjunct ions f rom 1 

immemorial, wc found that  there was none tha t  produced among t h e  na!  
such  a potent effect, both physically and spir i tual ly ,  as  w a s  produced by 
great  conjunction of S a t u r n  and Supiter in Pisces which occurred in the : 
2365 af ter  the creation of the world (about  1G25 B.C., according to J e l  
chronology), when Israel had  been slaves in Egypt, three years  before 
b i r th  of Moses, through whom they were  rcdecmed through signs and u 
ders. . . . Hence this conjunction is the  most propitious for  the  Israel; 
having the effect of raising them from the lowest to the  highest stage, ul 
the s tars  of heaven, causing the Divine Light to  shine upon them and  to rcle 
Lhem f rom bondage and make  them rulers." 

Certainly, thcn, Abravancl bclicved o conjunction of Jup i te r  and Sat1 
in Pisces to be a potent sign a s  far  as the J e w s  were concerned, nnd so 
sources have stated that  Pisces was a constellation which, in the  schemes 
the ancient astrologers, was especially important  to the Jews .  If this is 
when  the Magi saw the triple conjunclion of J u p i t c r  and  Snturn  in 7 B.C., 
the  constellation of Pisces, they would realize tha t  they should go over to : 
land of the Jews, to the capital city of Jerusalem. 

Despite careful search and study, nothing else is known to astronomc 
that  might have been taken by the.Mngi as a sign. Tha t  the J e w s  did not  th ,  
bcli<_ve in astrology is well known, so they would not have paid a n y  .attenti, 
to . the - - - con~unct ion .-. of Jupiter a n d  Saturn in 7 B.C. hlnny people neither kno 
nor care that the same thing happened in_13tOAl. But  the astrologers ma( 
much of it recently, as the Magi must have done  more than 19% ccnturies  ag 

If there was a real event in thc sky that  could have bccn interpreted t 
the Wise Men a s  a s i g ~ , - i t  was prob?bly-the interesting. t~ ip le_conjunc t ion  c 
luo i te r  and Saturn i r f7 ~ . C . Z w o u ~ d  have served to send them on their wa, 
16 f d i ? ~ ; e r  the meaning of it. 

Of course, there will always be those who will prefer  to believe that th 
Star of Bethlehem was a miracle, glvcn only to t h e  eyes of  the Wise Men to sec 

But is it aftcr all irnpoFfant to know what  the  S t a r  of Bethlehem was7 Thr 
important facts a re  that  Jesus was born, that  he  dwelt  on Earth for a timr 
with men, and that his teachings have altercd t h e  h ~ s t o r y  of the  world. 



The decision w a s  a compromise.  As a n  easy definit ion of Easter  (which is 
subject to certain excep t ions ) ,  w e  may say tha t  it is t he  S u n d a y  nex t  a f t c r  t h e  
Ful l  hloon thnt falls  o n  o r  a f t c r  hlarch 21, t he  beginning of spring. Easter,  
then,  is l lnked to t h e  phases  of t he  Moon, ye t  it falls a lways  on Sunday.  I t  can 
occur as ear ly  as March  22 a n d  a s  late a s  Apr i l  25. 

The Ju l i an  Calendar ,  designed by the  Greek  as t ronomer  Sosigenes a n d  p u t  
into opcration on  J a n u a r y  1, 45 B.C., by  Ju l ius  Caesar,  inserted a n  ex t r a  d a y  
rnch four th  year,  on  t h e  assumption that  t he  Icngth of the  year  is exactly 
365l,!1 days .  Actually,  t he  y e a r  is a l i t t le shor ter  than this,  and  the  insertion of 
a full  e x t r a  day each  f o u r t h  yea r  brings out  one whole  day's e r ro r  each 128 
>,ears.  Tile ca lendar  w e  use  today takcs this into account  by omitt ing three  
leap-days  each 400 years ,  resulting in a n  e r ro r  of a who le  day only a f t e r  t he  
passage of about  3000 years .  

By  t h e  Ju l i an  Ca lcnda r ,  t he  Sunday  dates  repeat themselves  each 28 years.  
Fo r  example ,  December  25, 1949, is a Sunday ;  in 1977 (28 years  l a t e r ) ,  Decem- 
b e r  25 will ajialn be  on a S u n d a y .  Only whcn w e  cross a n  exact  end-of-century 
yea r  ( a s  1!)00) that  is not  exact ly  divisible by 400 is this ru le  violated in !he 
Grc!gorlcln Calendar  in use  today. In  the Jul inn Calendar ,  the  ru le  had n o  
v ~ o l a t ~ o n s .  

Thc phascs of the  hloon repeat  themselves on thc same  calendar da te  af ter  
1 9  ?cars.  To use this ru le ,  one  must be carc[ul to lakc  into account the number  
o f  leap-years  in t h e  in terval .  In  19 Jul ian  years ,  thcre a r e  6939.75 days,  while 
235 coniplcte cycles of t h e  ?+loon's phases add up  to 6339.69 days,  or  only about  
U j  minutes  shor ter .  

Victorius discovered tha t ,  i f  w e  multiply the  28-year period of the  Sundays  
by the  19-year cycle of t h e  hloon's phases d~scovcred  by  the  Greek engineer 
h le ton,  about  433 B.C., w e  get  532 years  a s  the  period a f t e r  which . the Easter 
datcs  will repeat  themselves .  Again,  this rcquil.es careful  use, to make  s u r e  
that  the  leap-years  will  n o t  interfere,  bu t  it is a good f igu re  and ,  in the  s ix th  
cen tu ry ,  when  Vlctorius l ived,  it was  even bet ter .  According to this Victorian 
Cycle,  ~f w e  know a n d  t abu la t e  a11 the datcs of Easter in thcl r  proper  order  for  
532 ycars,  w e  can  w r l t c  t h e m  al l  down  in t h e  s a m e  o rde r  for the  nex t  532 ycars.  

Before w e  Icave,the scb jec t  of Easter,  it m a y  b e  no ted  he re  t h a t  t h e  dates  
of t he  Last  suppc6,  t he  Crucif ls ion and the  Resurrection have  been established 
wi th  consrdcrablc ccrti i inty,  because the day of the Las t  S u p p e r  was  Thursday 
evening,  t he  eve of the  Passover .  I t  is only in the  year '30  A.D.. of a l l  possible ; 
years,  tha t  the  Passover  opened a t  sundown.on Thursdayf  this h a s  been known . ' 

for about  two  c c n t u r ~ e s ,  a t  !east. The  d a t c  of t he  Last S u p p e r  was  April  6 ;  t he  ' 

C < \ ~ c ~ l ~ s ~ o n  occurrcd on  ~ Z p r l l  7, the  Resurrection on Apr i l  9, i n  tK@-year'30 
A.D,  A s  \rill be c v ~ d c n t ~ i n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ f o l l o w s ,  it is by no means  a< easy as this t o  
6atO- t11e bi r th  of Jesus .  

T h e r e  was  considerable interest  in ma t t e r s  calendrical and  Scr ip tura l  in 
the  ear ly  par t  of t he  s lx th  century .  At about  the  same  t lme as Victorius was  
dcr lv ing this cycle of t h c  Easter dates. an  a t ~ b o t  of Rome,  a Scythian monk 
called D ~ o n y s ~ u s  Ex iguus  (Dcnys  the Litt le) was  t r y ~ n g  to establish the year  of 
the  b i r th  of Jesus .  Ife had  found a s ta tement  by Cleinent of Alexandria (Ti tus  
1:lavius Clemens, w h o  d ~ e d  In 220 A.D.) to the  cffect t h a t  J e sus  was  born in the 
2St.h yea r  of the  re ign of Caesar  Augustus. Now,  ~ v e  know tha t  in 726 a.u.c. 
this ru l e r  of Rome was  procla imed by the Roman Sena te  to be  Caesar  Augustus,  
Ivhich is a title. If C lemen t  was  not In er ror ,  thcn,  J e s u s  was  born in 754 a.u.c. 
D~onysi r ls  was  s t ruck  wi th  the  idea that just one  Victorian Cycle of 532 years  
had p.;<sed since that  t ime  and,  lacking other  evidence, he accepted it, a n d  
a t i ~ ~ p t ~ d  the  year  '75.1 a u c. a s  the  year 1 A.D. (Anno  Domini-in the  year  of 
o u r  L o r d ) .  It was  In this w a y  that the D ~ o n y s i a n  Era  was  established, with 
Dcnys  the Litt le call ing t h e  yea r  in which he worked 533 A.D. At  first called 

t h e  E r a  of Incarnat ion (of t h e  W o r d ) ,  i t  h a s  s incc  b e e n  cal led  t h e  Commr 
E r a  a n d  t h e  Chr is t ian  Era ,  b u t  w e  a r e  s u r e  t h a t  i l  does  n o t  d a t c  f r o m  t h e  bir  
of J e sus .  

E v e n  a f t e r  t h e  es tabl ishment  of the  Chr is t ian  Era ,  i t  d id  n o t  c o m e  a t  on 
in to  gene ra l  use. T h e  f i rs t  official  record of i t s  u s e  in E n g l a n d  is f o u n d  in 
g r a n t  f o r  a b i t  of land by Aethelber t ,  K ing  of K e n t ,  fo r  a m o n a s t e r y  i n  C a n t e  
b u r y ,  in 605 A.D. T h e  pract ice  w a s  not  common un t i l  t h e  Counc i l  of Chelsl 
o r d e r e d  i t  i n  the  n in th  cen tu ry .  Even  thcn  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  d e p a r t u r e s  f ro  
t h e  cus tom.  S o m e  preferred to d a t e  f rom i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  i n  local  h is tor  
W r i t t e n  in t h e  Scottish s t a tu t e s  a r e  nota t ions  fo l lowing these  examples: "i 
A b e r d e e n  in Len t  n e x t  a f t e r  t he  coming in  Sco t l and  of Vivian t h e  L e g a t e  i 
t h e  Apostolic See" (ac tual ly  1177 A.D.) and  "At S t ~ r l i n g  on t h e  h l o n d a y  nc: 
before  t h e  feast  of Sa in t  Marga re t  the  Maiden  n e x t  a f t c r  t h e  f i r s t  c o r o n a t ~ r  
of Ph i l ip  k ing of the  F rench  (o r  1130 A.D.).  Official  d o c u m e n t s  of t h e  Unitc 
S t a t e s  Governmen t  a r c  da ted  "In the  y e a r  of t h e  I n d e p e n d e n c e  of t h e  Unit(. 
S t a t e s .  . . ." although, fo r tuna te ly ,  t he  r e g u l a r  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  in  t h e  Dionysia 
E r a  is also included. 

I t  should  be  notcd h e r e  tha t  t he re  is an  in tcres t inf i  overs ight  i n  t h e  assigr, 
m e n t  of t h e  year; of history,  before  and  nf ter  t he  beginning of t h e  D i o n y s ~ a  
Era .  T- - %  

T h e  y e a r  of the b i r th  of J e sus  should h a v c  bcen  cal led  t h e  year-0, do t  
Th i s  is evidence of the  Rornan influence, because  t h e  R o m a n ~ 5 l w h ~ s  countc 
by  t h e  inclusive method. We  find it, for e x a m p l e ,  In t h e  Sc r ip tu ra l  staterncr 
( S a i n t  Mat thew 20:19) tha t  J e s u s  rose f rom t h e  t o m b  o n  the  th i rd  d a y  aftt  
t h e  Crucifixion. Actually,  i t  w a s  only t w o  days ,  b u t  t h e  G r e e k  a n d  Roma 
cus tom w a s  to count  the  f i rs t  d a y  also, so  the i r  " th i rd  day"  is w h a t  w e  woui 
ca l l  " two days  later." 

T h e  yea r  0 should have  bcen  inserted b e t w e e n  1 B.C. a n d  1 A.D.,  bu t  
w a s  not.  T h e r e  is no zero y e a r  in history a n d  th i s  causes  confusion w h e n  some 
one  begins  to  w o r r y  abou t  w h e n  the  end  of a c e n t u r y  shou ld  b e  ce lebra te(  
T h e  beginning of the  y c a r  1950 m a r k s  the  passage of on ly  19.19 ful l  y e a r s  sinc 
t h e  beginning of the  Chr is t ian  Era .  T h e  b e g ~ n n i n g  of the  y e a r  101 A .D.  w; 
the  e n d  of exactly 100 yea r s  of t h e  Chr is t ian  E r a .  T h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  W I  

end  a t  midnight  of December  31, in the  y e a r  2000 A.D. 
B u t  Dionysius Exiguus  can ha rd ly  be  b l amed  fo r  no t  us ing a ze ro  yca:  

because  n o  one in Europe, in his day,  k n e w  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  such a t h i n g  a s  th 
n u m b e r  zero! T h e  Hindu mathemat ic ians  in t roduced t h e  symbol  a n d  the  idr 
of zero  (wh ich  they called s u n y a )  a n d  it w a s  n o t  used ~n E u r o p e  un t i l  sever: 
cen tu r i e s  had passed, a f t e r  Dionysius. T h e  f i rs t  use  of t h e  so-cal led  Arab :  
n u m e r a l s  in Europe w a s  on  a Sicil ian coin in  1134 A.D. ,  a n d  this is  abou t  tk, 
t ime  w h e n  the  concept of zero  w a s  first  be ing apprecia ted  in  Europe .  

Whi l e  the  Dionysian E r a  pre tends  to havc  begun  wi th  the  y e a r  of t he  birt 
of Jesus ,  w e  can b y  no m e a n s  b e  s u r e  tha t  it docs,  because  it h inges  on on1 
one statement-that of C lemen t  of Alexandr ia .  A n d ,  w h e n  w e  rea l ly  searc 
fo r  it, w e  find thnt t he re  is t h e  .:cry strongest ev idence  t h a t  th ' .  Chr i s t i an  Er  
does  not  begin wi th  t h e  b i r t h  of Jesus .  

W e  can be  su re  tha t  J e s u s  w a s  born w h e n  Herod u rns  k ing  in J u d a e a  an 
Caesa r  Augustus  was  empero r  in Rome. T h e  S c r i p t u r e s  m a k e  these  f ac t s  qui t  
indisputable .  B u t  thcse  t w o  re igns  over lapped by  m o r e  t h a n  25 y c a r s  a n d  t r  

m u s t ,  if possible, t ry  to n a r r o w  it down to a s ingle  yea r .  We  m u s t  t u r n ,  no\< 
to  t h e  Gospel according to S a i n t  Luke,  and  to t h e  s t o r y  of t he  g r e a t  taxatior 

"And it came to pass in those days,  t ha t  there  w e n t  otlt a dec ree  fro: 
Caesa r  A i ~ g t ~ s t u s ,  tha t  all t h e  world  shotlld be t a r e d .  ( A n d  this t a r i n g  wns fir: 
m a d e  w h e n  Cyrenius  w a s  governor  of Syr ia . )  A n d  a l l  w e n t  to be t axed ,  ever 



The decision was  a con~promise.  As a n  easy definition of Easter (which is 
subjcct to certain except ions) ,  we  may say that it is the  Sunday nex t  a f t e r  the  
Full  hIoon that fa l ls  on o r  af tcr  hlarch 21, the beginning of spring. Eastcr, 
then, is l ~ n k e d  to the  phases of the  Moon, yet it falls a lways on Sunday. I t  can 
sccur as early as March 22 and as  late as  April  25. 

The Jul ian Calendar ,  designed by the  Greek astronomer Sosigenes and  put 
into operation on J a n u a r y  1, 45 B.C., by Jul ius  Caesar, inserted a n  extra  day  
rnch fourth year,  on the  assumption that thc  lcngth of the year is exactly 
365l,!1 days. Actually,  the yea r  is a little shorter than this, and the insertion of 
a full ex t ra  day each four th  year brings out one whole day's error  each 118 
years.  The  calendar  we  use today takes this into account by omitting three 
leap-days each 400 ycars,  resulting in a n  error  of a whole day only af ter  the  
passage of about  3000 ycars.  

By the  Jul ian Calcndar ,  the Sunday dates repeat themselves each 28 ycars. 
For  example, Dcccmbcr 25, 1949, is a Sunday ;  in 1977 (28 years l a t e r ) ,  Decern- 
ber 25 will again be on a Sunday.  Only whcn we cross an exact end-of-century 
year  ( as  1!100) that is not exactly divisible by 400 is this rule violated in the  
Grc!gorian Calendar in use today. In the Julinn Calendar,  the rule had no 
v~olat ions .  

The phascs of the  hIoon repeat thcmsclves on thc same calendar datc  af ter  
13 years. To use this rule,  one must be careful to Lake into account the number 
of leap-years in the  inter\,al. In 19 Jul ian years,  there a re  6939.75 days, while 
235 complctc cyclcs of the  Xioon's phascs add up to 6939.63 days, or only about 
I!> r n ~ n u t c s  shorter.  

Victorius discovered that ,  i f  we  multiply the  28-year period of the Sundays 
by the 13-year cycle of the  XIoon's phases d~scovcrcd by the Greek engineer 
Llcton, about  433 B.C., we  get 532 years as  the  pcriod af ter  which .the Easter 
dates will repeat thcmselves. Acain, this requires careful use, to make su re  
tha t  the  leap-years will not  interfere, but it IS a good figure and, in the  sixth 
century,  when V ~ c t o r i u s  lived, i t  was even bcttcr. According to this Victorian 
Cycle, if we  know a n d  tabulate  all  the dates of Eastcr in their proper order for 
532 ycars,  we can wrl tc  thcm,al l  down in the  same order  for the next 532 years. 

Before we  Icave-the s6bject  of Easter, it may be  noted here  tha t  the  dates v 
of the  Last ~ u ~ ~ c i ;  the Crucifixion and thc Resurrection have been established 
with  considerable cer ta inty ,  because the day of the Last Supper  was Thursday 
evening, the eve of the  Passover. I t  is only in thc y e a r 3 0  A.D.. of all possible 
ycars,  that the Passover opened a t  sundown o n  Thursday: this h a s  been known . 
for about  two ccnturics,  a t  !east. The da tc  of the Last Supper  was April 6; the  
C c l l c ~ f ~ s ~ o n  occurrcd or. :Zpr!l_.7-,- the Resurrection on April  9, in tE@-Year'30 
A D, A s  w ~ l l  be evidcnt ' in what  follows, it is by no means a< easy as  this t o  
date- thc b ~ r t h  of Jesus. 

There  was considerable interest in mat ters  calendrical and Scriptural in 
the  early par t  of the  s lxth  ccntury. At about the same t ~ m e  as Victorius was 
deriving this cycle of thc  Easter dates, an abbot of Rome, a Scythian monk 
callcd Dionysius Exiguus (Denys the Little) was trying to establish the year of 
the  birth of Jesus. I l e  had found a statement by Cle;ilent of Alexandria (Titus 
Flavius  Clcmens, who d ~ e d  In 220 A.D.) to thc effect that  Jesus was born in the 
18th yea r  of the reign of Caesar Augustus. Now, we know that in 726 a.u.c. 
this ru le r  of  Rornc was proclaimed by the Roman Senate  to be Caesar Augustus, 
which is a titlc. If Clement  was not in error ,  thcn, Jesus  was born in 754 a.u.c. 
Dionysirjs was s t ruck with  the  idea that just onc Victorian Cyclc of 532 years 
had p.issed sincc that  t ime and. lacking other evidence, he acccpted it, a n d  
adopted thc  ycar 754 a .u  c. as  the ycar 1 A.D. (Anno Domini-in the year  of 
our  L o r d ) .  It was in this tvay that the Dionysian Era  was established, with 
Dcnys thc Little c a l l ~ n g  the  year in which he worked 533 A.D. At first called 

t h e  E r a  of Incarnation (of the  W o r d ) ,  i t  has  s incc becn  cal led t h c  Cornrnc 
Era  a n d  the  Christian Era, b u t  w e  a r e  s u r e  tha t  it docs n o t  d a t e  f r o m  t h e  blr 
of Jesus .  

Even  a f t e r  t h e  establishment of the  Christian E r a ,  i t  d id  n o t  corne a t  on 
into general  use. T h e  first  official record of its usc  in Eng land  is f o u n d  in 
g ran t  f o r  a bit of land by  Aethelber t ,  King of Ken t ,  for  a rnonastcry in  C a n t e ,  
bury ,  in 605 A.D. T h e  practice was  not common unt i l  t h c  Counci l  of Chelst 
o rde red  it  in the  ninth  ccntury.  Evcn  then t h e r e  w c r c  sornc d e p a r t u r e s  fro 
the  custom. S o m e  preferred to da te  f rom impor tan t  c v e n t s  in local histor 
Wr i t t en  in the  Scottish s ta tutes  a r e  notations fol lowing these  examples :  "; 
Aberdeen  in Len t  nex t  af ter  the  corning in Scot land of Vivian the  Lega tc  r 

t h e  Apostolic See" (actually 1177 A.D.)  and  "At S t i r l ~ n g  on t h e  M o n d a y  ne: 
before t h e  fenst of Saint  Margaret  the Maiden ncx t  a f t c r  t h e  first  coronat ic  
of Phi l ip  king of the  French (o r  1130 A.D.).  Official documents  of thc  Unitc 
S ta tes  Government  a r e  dated "In the  yca r  of t h e  Indcpendcncc  of t h c  Unitc 
States .  . . ." although, fortunately, the  rcgu la r  ca lendar  y e a r  in the  Dionysia 
Era  is also included. 

I t  should be  notcd here  that thcre  is an interes t ing overs ight  in the  assigr, 
m c n t  of t h e  year; of history, before and nl tcr  t h e  bcginning of the  D ~ o n y s ~ a  
Era. /- - *  

T h e  ycar  of the bir th  of Jcsus  should h a v c  becn called t h c  year-0, dot  
This  is evidence of the Roman influence, because t h c  R o m a n ~ 5 l w 3 f s  countc 
by the  inclusive method. We find it, for example ,  In t h e  Scr iptural  stnteme: 
(Sa in t  hla t thew 20: 19) that  Jcsus  rose f rom t h e  t o m b  on  thc  thi rd  d a y  a f t <  
t h e  Crucifixion. Actually. i t  was only two days,  bu t  t h e  Greek  and  Roma 
custom w a s  to count the  first  d a y  also, so their  " thi rd  day"  is wha t  w c  waul 
call  "two days later." 

T h e  year  0 should have becn inserted bc tween  1 B.C. a n d  1 A.D., but 
w a s  not. Thcre  is no zero yea r  in history and  this  causes  confusion when  some 
one begins to  worry about  when  the end of a c c n t u r y  shou ld  b e  celebratec 
T h e  beginning of the  yea r  1950 marks  the  passagc of on ly  19.19 full  ycars  sinc 
the  beginning of the  Christian Era. The  bcginning of the  y c a r  101 A.D. ~ v ;  
the  end  of exactly 100 ycars of the  Christian Era .  T h e  twen t ie th  cen tu ry  wi 
end a t  midnight of December 31, in the  yea r  2000 A.D. 

But  Dionysius Exiguus can hardly be blamed for  no t  using a zero y c a  
because no one in Europe, in his day,  knew t h a t  the re  w a s  such a th ing  as th 
n u m b e r  zero! T h e  Hindu mathematicians int roduccd t h e  symbol  a n d  the idc 
of zero (which they called sunya)  and  it was  n o t  used in Europe  unt i l  sever: 
centur ies  had passed, a f t e r  Dionysius. T h e  f i rs t  use of t h e  so-callcd Arab: 
numera l s  in Europe was on a Sicilian coin in 1134 A.D., a n d  this is about  tk, 
t ime when the concept of zero was first being appreciated in Europe. 

While the  Dionysian E r a  pretends to havc  begun wi th  the  yca r  of the  birt 
of Jesus, we  can by no means be su re  tha t  it docs, bccause it  hinges on on1 
one statement-that of Clement of Alexandria .  And ,  w h c n  w e  real ly  searc 
fo r  it, w e  find that  there  is the  ,:cry strongest evidence tha t  th , ,  Christian Er  
does not begin with  the  bir th  of Jesus. 

W e  can be sure  that  Jesus  was born w h e n  Herod w a s  king  in J u d a c a  an 
Caesar Augustus was emperor  in Rornc. T h e  Scr ip tu res  m a k e  thcse  facts  quit  
indisputable.  Bu t  these two reigns ovcrlappcd by m o r c  t h a n  25 ycars  and tr 

must ,  i f  possible, t ry  to na r row it down to a single yca r .  We must t u r n ,  no\< 
to the  Gospel according to Saint  Luke, and  to the  s to ry  of the  great  taxatior 

"And it came to pass in those days, tha t  there  uicnt out  a dcctce  fror 
Caesar Augustus, that all the  world should be taxed.  (And  this taxing wns f ~ r :  
made  w h e n  Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  A n d  al l  wen t  to be taxed, eL9cr 
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