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The URANTIA Movement: A P e r s p e c t i v e  

A Mighty Messenger t e m p o r a r i l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Supreme 

C o u n c i l  of Nebadon and a s s i g n e d  t o  The URANTIA Book p r o j e c t  by 

G a b r i e l  of S a l v i n g t o n  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h e s e  now f a m i l i a r  words:  

"There  i s  i n  t h e  mind of God a  p l a n  which embraces 

e v e r y  c r e a t u r e  of a l l  h i s  v a s t  domains, and t h i s  p l a n  

i s  a n  e t e r n a l  purpose  of boundless  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  

u n l i m i t e d  p r o g r e s s ,  and e n d l e s s  l i f e .  And t h e  i n f i n i t e  

t r e a s u r e s  of s u c h  a  m a t c h l e s s  c a r e e r  a r e  y o u r s  f o r  t h e  

s t r i v i n g  ! 

"The g o a l  of e t e r n i t y  i s  ahead! The a d v e n t u r e  of 

d i v i n i t y  a t t a i n m e n t  l i e s  b e f o r e  you! The r a c e  f o r  per-  

f e c t i o n  i s  on! Whosoever w i l l  may e n t e r ,  and c e r t a i n  

v i c t o r y  w i l l  crown t h e  e f f o r t s  of e v e r y  human b e i n g  who 

w i l l  r u n  t h e  r a c e  of f a i t h  and t r u s t ,  depending e v e r y  

s t e p  o f  t h e  way on t h e  l e a d i n g  o f  t h e  i n d w e l l i n g  

A d j u s t e r  and t h e  gu idance  of t h a t  good s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s e  Son, which s o  f r e e l y  h a s  been poured o u t  upon 

t h e  f l e s h . "  (p.365) 

U r a n t i a ,  606 o f  S a t a n i a ,  s e a r e d  by s i n ,  b e t r a y e d  by 

a  f a i t h l e s s  P l a n e t a r y  P r i n c e  and orphaned by a n  e r r i n g  p l a n e t a r y  

mother  and f a t h e r ;  U r a n t i a ,  m o r t a l  n a t a l  s p h e r e  of Michael  of 

Nebadon, r u l e r  of a  u n i v e r s e ,  and now a  s h r i n e  of a l l  Nebadon, i s  

n o t  f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e  p l a n e t a r y  c o u n c i l s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  



No, i ndeed ,  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  A l l  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a r e  

d i r e c t e d  on t h i s  s p e c i a l  p l a n e t  a s  t h e  grand drama of e v o l u t i o n  

commences f u r t h e r  t o  u n f o l d ,  more obvious ly  and more c r i t i c a l l y  

depending on t h o s e  human s e r v e r s  who would th rough  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  

e f f o r t s  of consec r a t ed  purpose and s e l f - d e d i c a t i o n  augment t h o s e  

f o r c e s  and p r o c e s s e s  which w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a -  

t i o n  of a  new age  on Uran t i a .  

And a s  we l ook  a t  t h e  t a s k  b e f o r e  u s ,  we can t a k e  h e a r t  

n o t i n g  t h e  words o f  a  Un ive r s a l  Censor ,  a c t i n g  by a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  

A n c i e n t s  of Days r e s i d e n t  on Uversa ,  who t e l l s  us:  

1 I The m o r t a l  mind can immediate ly  t h i n k  of a  thousand 

and one t h ings - - ca t a s t roph i c  p h y s i c a l  e v e n t s ,  a p p a l l i n g  

a c c i d e n t s ,  h o r r i f i c  d i s a s t e r s ,  p a i n f u l  i l l n e s s e s  and world- 

wide scourges--and a s k  whether  such v i s i t a t i o n s  a r e  cor-  

r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  unknown maneuvering of [ t h e ]  p robab l e  

f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  Supreme Being. F r ank ly ,  we do n o t  know; 

we a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  s u r e .  But we do observe  t h a t ,  a s  t i m e  

p a s s e s ,  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  and more o r  l e s s  mys t e r i ous  

s i t u a t i o n s  always work o u t  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  and p r o g r e s s  of 

t h e  un ive r s e s .  It may be  t h a t  t h e  c i r cums t ances  of 

e x i s t e n c e  and t h e  i n e x p l i c a b l e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  of l i v i n g  a r e  

a l l  in terwoven i n t o  a  meaningful  p a t t e r n  of h igh  v a l u e  by 

t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Supreme and t h e  ove r - con t ro l  of t h e  

T r i n i t y . "  (p.  115) 



And i n  commenting on o n e ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t ime  and t h e  speed 

o f  e v o l u t i o n  a L i f e  C a r r i e r  t e l l s  us:  

"The i n d i v i d u a l ' s  y a r d s t i c k  f o r  t ime  measurement i s  t h e  

l e n g t h  of h i s  l i f e .  A l l  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  t h u s  t ime  c o n d i t i o n e d  

and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  do t h e y  r e g a r d  e v o l u t i o n  a s  b e i n g  a long- 

drawn-out p r o c e s s .  To t h o s e  of u s  whose l i f e  span  i s  n o t  

l i m i t e d  by a  t empora l  e x i s t e n c e ,  e v o l u t i o n  does  n o t  seem 

t o  b e  such  a p r o t r a c t e d  t r a n s a c t i o n .  On P a r a d i s e  where  t i m e  

i s  n o n e x i s t e n t ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  a l l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  mind of 

I n f i n i t y  and t h e  a c t s  of E t e r n i t y . "  (p.739) 

And a  Mighty Messenger i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Machiventa  

Melchizedek,  o u r  v i c e g e r a n t  P l a n e t a r y  P r i n c e  w r i t e s :  

'1 The d i v e r s e  l e v e l s  of c r e a t i o n  are a l l  u n i f i e d  i n  t h e  

p l a n s  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  A r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  Mas te r  

Universe .  To t h e  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  minds of t ime-space m o r t a l s  

t h e  u n i v e r s e  may p r e s e n t  many problems and s i t u a t i o n s  which 

a p p a r e n t l y  p o r t r a y  disharmony and i n d i c a t e  a b s e n c e  o f  

e f f e c t i v e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n ;  b u t  t h o s e  of u s  who are a b l e  t o  

o b s e r v e  w i d e r  s t r e t c h e s  of u n i v e r s a l  phenomena, and who a r e  

more e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h i s  a r t  of d e t e c t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t y  

which u n d e r l i e s  c r e a t i v e  d i v e r s i t y  and of d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  

d i v i n e  oneness  which o v e r s p r e a d s  a l l  t h i s  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  

p l u r a l i t y ,  b e t t e r  p e r c e i v e  t h e  d i v i n e  and s i n g l e  p u r p o s e  

e x h i b i t e d  i n  a l l  t h e s e  mani fo ld  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of u n i v e r s a l  

c r e a t i v e  energy."  (p.637) 



I f  indeed t h e  un ive r s e  i s  i nvo lved  i n  a  p r o c e s s  of  growth,  

i f  i t  i s  invo lved  i n  t h i s  c r e a t i v e  t e chn ique  of p r o g r e s s i v e  change 

which w e  c a l l  e v o l u t i o n ,  then  s u r e l y  a l l  t h a t  you and I do i s  a  p a r t  

of a  l a r g e r  and more comprehensive p r o c e s s ,  a p r o c e s s  w i t h  a co- 

o r d i n a t i v e  p l an .  

One cou ld  w e l l  su rmise  t h a t  one of  t h e  r e a s o n s  w e  have been 

g iven  The URANTIA Book, as i t  i s  and a t  t h i s ~ t i m e ,  i s  t o  h e l p  u s  b e t t e r  

unde r s t and  and t o  be  more e f f i c i e n t  i n  h e l p i n g  r e a l i z e  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  

of  e v e r  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of p l a n e t a r y  e v o l u t i o n  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  

l a r g e r  p r o c e s s .  

One cou ld  f u r t h e r  su rmi se  t h a t  we as a  p a r t  of t h e  URANTIA 

movement, i n e x t r i c a b l y  a  p a r t  of  t h i s  l a r g e r  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  

c an  become more e f f i c i e n t  and e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  grand e f f o r t  of p l a n e t a r y  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  now under way by a t t e m p t i n g  b e t t e r  t o  d i s c e r n  ou r  i n n e r  

Movement's e v o l u t i o n a r y  p roce s s  and how w e  might  p r o d u c t i v e l y  relate 

t o  t h e  world  a t  l a r g e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  come. 

Many of u s ,  I know, s h a r e  a mutual  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  

of  t h e  l o t  of ou r  fellows--even t h e  world--by g i v i n g  them something 

which i s  today  i n  such  s h o r t  supply:  hope and d i r e c t i o n .  One might  

t h i n k  of  J e s u s  d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  J e ru sa l em when h e  s topped  on 

t h e  brow of Mount O l i v e t  where The URANTIA Book t e l l s  u s  

11 ... [Hle paused and wept ove r  t h e  s i g h t  h i s  eye s  

beheld--a s p i r i t u a l l y  impover ished peop l e ,  t r a d i t i o n  bound 

and l i v i n g  under  t h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  Roman l e g i o n s . "  (p.1381) 



A s  you and I s u r v e y  t h e  world  s c e n e ,  we, t o o ,  s e e  a s p i r i -  

t u a l l y  impover i shed  p e o p l e ,  t r a d i t i o n  bound and l i v i n g  under  n o t  j u s t  

t h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  b u t  a l s o  under  t h e  t h r e a t  of a n  a r r a y  of u p r a i s e d  

n u c l e a r  m i s s i l e s  which a t  any t i m e  cou ld  b e  u n l e a s h e d , p r e c i p i t a t i n g  

t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p resen t -day  c i v i l i z a t i o n  on U r a n t i a ,  th rowing  i t  

back  t o  l e v e l s  o f  p r i m i t i v e  t imes--if  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  d e s t r o y i n g  it-- 

and a l l  t h i s  on X i c h a e l ' s  n a t a l  s p h e r e ,  t h e  f i n a l  bes towal  world  of 

t h e  P r i n c e  of Peace.  

And f o r  t h o s e  of u s  who would l i k e  t o  s e e  a b e t t e r  w o r l d ,  

i t  i s  a l l  t o o  e a s y  because  o f  t h e  immensity and p l u r a l i s m  of t h e  

p l a n e t a r y  p rob lems ,  and perhaps  because  o f  o u r  r a t h e r  s h o r t  human 

p e r s p e c t i v e  on t ime-space r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t h e  l a r g e r  p r o c e s s  in-  

v o l v e d ,  t o  c a s t  a b o u t  embracing s i m p l e  and perhaps  e m o t i o n a l l y  

p l e a s i n g  panaceas  f o r  t h e  a t t e m p t e d  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e s e  p l a n e t a r y  

problems.  B u t ,  s h o u l d  w e  n o t  be  c i r c u m s p e c t  i n  our  c h o i c e  o r  o u r  

development of a  p l a n  o r  p l a n s  o f  a c t i o n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  problems,  

we most c e r t a i n l y  r u n  t h e  r i s k  of commit t ing i n  t h e  words of 

The URANTIA Book, 

" ... [ T l h e  s u p r e m e p h i l i s o p h i c a l  b lunder  by o v e r  

s i m p l i f y i n g  cosmic e v o l u t i o n a r y  ( e x p e r i e n t i a l )  r e a l i t y ,  t h u s  

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t o r t i o n  of f a c t s , t o  t h e  p e r v e r s i o n  of t r u t h ,  

and t o  misconcep t ion  of d e s t i n i e s . "  (p.215) 



I n  view of t h i s  danger  of o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  would 

behoove u s  t o  be  mindfu l  of t h e  a n t e c e d e n t s  of o u r  d i f f i c u l t  p l a n e t a r y  

s i t u a t i o n  a s  o u r  b ro therhood  c r a f t  e n t e r s  upon t h e  open s e a s  o f  

p l a n e t a r y ,  even u n i v e r s e ,  c h a l l e n g e .  

We f a c e  a n  accumulated i n e r t i a  of c o u n t l e s s  c e n t u r i e s  which 

have  s u f f e r e d  from t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  of r e b e l l i o n  and d e f a u l t ,  and 

u n t i l  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of The URLVTIA Book, we have been l a r g e l y  handi-  

capped by a  l a c k  of w i s e  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  s o  many f i e l d s  

of human endeavor .  

The d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f o c a l i z i n g  and r e d i r e c t i n g  t h e  e n e r g i e s  

found i n  t h e  accumulated momentum of t h e s e  c e n t u r i e s  of p l a n e t a r y  con- 

f u s i o n  c a n  p e r h a p s  be  l i k e n e d  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  r e d i r e c t i n g  t h e  

c o u r s e  of a  g r e a t  ocean l i n e r ,  which under  f u l l  s team must sudden ly  

make a  h a r d  r i g h t  t u r n .  It r e q u i r e s  b o t h  t i m e  and d i s t a n c e  t o  accom- 

p l i s h  s u c h  a  maneuver and l i k e w i s e  j u s t  a s  o u r  p r e s e n t  p l a n e t a r y  

s i t u a t i o n  a r o s e  o v e r  c e n t u r i e s ,  s o  i t  w i l l  t a k e  c e n t u r i e s  t o  accom- 

p l i s h  i t s  r e d i r e c t i o n  and u l t i m a t e  s a l v a t i o n .  And as w e  su rvey  t h e  

wor ld  s c e n e  a t  t h i s  moment of p l a n e t a r y  c r i s i s ,  w e  can  t a k e  c o n f i d e n c e  

i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  i n  p r o c e s s  a l r e a d y  t h e  development o f  a  power- 

f u l  f o r c e  f o r  good on t h e  p l a n e t .  And we l i k e  t h e  p o e t  r e f e r r e d  t o  

i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c  a n a l o g s  of Moront ia  Mota can  " d i s c e r n  p o e t r y  i n  t h e  

commonplace p r o s e  o f  r o u t i n e  e x i s t e n c e . "  (p.557) 



For t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o r  s o ,  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have been 

c a r r y i n g  on pu rpose fu l ly  and r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t l y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  underpinnings f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  and suppor t  of a  b roader  

p l a n e t a r y  upreach f o r  a  b e t t e r  s t a t e  of world a f f a i r s .  These two 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  URANTIA Foundation and URANTIA Brotherhood, e a r l y  

accepted  t h e i r  r o l e  of q u i e t  p r e p a r a t i o n  and qu ick ly  s e t t l e d  down t o  

t h e i r  t a s k  of proceeding p r a c t i c a l l y  and p a t i e n t l y  i n  t ak ing  t h e  nec- 

e s s a r y  s t e p s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  l e g a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

p r e - r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  t h e  succes s  of t h e  URANTIA Revela t ion .  T h e i r  t a s k  

was n o t  an easy one, n o r  was i t  always p l e a s a n t ,  b u t  no twi th s t and ing  

t h a t  t h e r e  were sometimes s u s t a i n e d  and v o c a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  i n t o  l e s s  

promising byways, bo th  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t r u e  t o  t h e i r  t r u s t ,  and 

because of t h e  q u i e t  and s e l f l e s s  d e d i c a t i o n  of s o  many of t h e i r  

members over  s o  many y e a r s ,  t h e  URANTIA Revela t ion  h a s  achieved a  s u r e  

and c e r t a i n  foo tho ld  on t h i s  p l a n e t .  The e f f o r t s  of t h e s e  s i l e n t ,  

s t e a d f a s t  servers g ives  proof t o  t h a t  h e r e  rephrased  C h u r c h i l l i a n  

s ta tement :  "Never have s o  few, done s o  much, f o r  s o  many." 

I n  looking back over  t h e  approximate l a s t  t h r e e  decades,  one 

can see t h e  accomplishment of a  number of impor tan t  goa ls .  Le t  us  look  

a t  t en  of them h e r e ,  though t h e r e  a r e  more: 

1. The copyr igh t  i n  and t o  The URANTIA Book was and i s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  and confirmed both  a t  home and abroad.  



2 .  The r e g i s t e r e d  marks which h e l p e d  g i v e  URANTIA Founda t ion  

and URANTIA Brotherhood and i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  s o c i e t i e s  

t h e i r  own un ique  i d e n t i t y  which w i l l  a v o i d  t h e i r  c o n f u s i o n  

w i t h  o t h e r  g roups  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and which w i l l  h e l p  

i d e n t i f y  them down t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s ,  h a v e  been e s t a b l i s h e d  

and s u c c e s s f u l l y  de fended  a t  home and abroad .  

3 .  The URANTIA Bro the rhood  i s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  and i s  r u n n i n g  

more and more e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i v e r s e  and 

c a p a b l e  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t s  commit tee  s y s t e m  is  m a t u r i n g  

i n t o  a  means f o r  more and more e f f e c t i v e  co-ord ina tadgroup  

f u n c t i o n  w i t h  w i d e s p r e a d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

4 .  A French  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  The URANTIA Book i s  a g a i n  a v a i l -  

a b l e  under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of URANTIA F o u n d a t i o n ,  and w i t h  

t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  URANTIA Bro the rhood .  

5. A p l a n  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of a  S p a n i s h  and o t h e r  t r a n s -  

l a t i o n s  o f  The URANTIA Book h a s  been b o t h  a r c h i t e c t e d  

and implemented w i t h  t h e  f u l l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  URANTIA 

Bro the rhood .  

6 .  A F i n n i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  The URANTIA Book h a s  been and 

i s  s t i l l  a c t i v e l y  i n  p r o g r e s s  and i s  n e a r i n g  a  p o i n t  where  

w e  c a n  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  a n t i c i p a t e  i t s  f i n a l i z a t i o n  and 

p u b l i c a t i o n .  

7 .  A  s p e c i a l  p e r p e t u a l  p r i n t i n g  fund  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n  

o f  The URANTIA Book h a s  been e s t a b l i s h e d .  



8. A new book d i s t r i b u t i o n  and p r i c i n g  p o l i c y  ha s  been 

c a r e f u l l y  cons ide r ed ,  s t r u c t u r e d ,  adopted and implemented 

by URANTIA Brotherhood w i t h  t h e  app rova l  and suppor t  of 

URANTIA Foundat ion.  

9. There  a r e  now approx imate ly  126,000 c o p i e s  of t h e  Eng l i sh  

e d i t i o n  of The URANTIA Book a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  and 

i n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  approx imate ly  10,000 c o p i e s  of t h e  

French  e d i t i o n  of The URANTIA Book l i k e w i s e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .  

10.  Based on accumulated e v o l u t i o n a r y  expe r i ence ,  a  d e f i n i t i v e  

c o p y r i g h t  p o l i c y  h a s  been developed and promulgated which 

w i l l  h e lp  o t h e r s  more f r e e l y  and p r o p e r l y  u s e ,  i n s o f a r  a s  

t h e  l e g a l  r equ i r emen t s  a r e  concerned,  m a t e r i a l  from 

The URANTIA Book. 

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  job of  t h e s e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i s  n o t  f i n i s h e d ,  

b u t  t h e s e  t e n  accomplishments a r e  e s s e n t i a l  and exceed ing ly  impor t an t  

t o  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a g e s  of t h e  development of t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  

URANTLA R e v e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  p l a n e t .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  e f f o r t s  of URANTIA Foundat ion and URANTIA 

Brotherhood ,  more t han  e v e r  b e f o r e  i s  t h e  world a s s u r e d  t h a t  f u t u r e  

g e n e r a t i o n s  of mankind w i l l  have and w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  en joy  t h e  URANTIA 

R e v e l a t i o n  as i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  g iven  t o  us .  And, t o o ,  more than  e v e r  

b e f o r e  i s  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  go on t o  more g e n e r a l l y  

b e n e f i t  mankind, even t o  r e a l i z e  a  new a g e  o f  r e l i g i o n  on our  p l a n e t .  



Today, w e  c l o s e  t h e  c h a p t e r  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  phase  

o f  t h e  URANTIA Movement, and a s  we d o ,  l e t  u s  be t h a n k f u l  f o r ,  and 

a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f ,  t h e  s i n c e r e ,  d e d i c a t e d  and l a r g e l y  unsung e f f o r t s  

of  s o  many, many p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  b o t h  human and superhuman,who have 

worked and a r e  working f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  U W T I A  R e v e l a t i o n .  

And i n  d o i n g  s o ,  l e t  u s  r e d e d i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  t a s k  a t  hand. 

I n  t r y i n g  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  1 a s . t  t h r e e  

d e c a d e s ,  p e r h a p s  we can b e s t  c a p t u r e  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  road  which now l ies  b e f o r e  u s  by r e c a l l i n g  t h e  

words  of  Winston C h u r c h i l l  who s a i d ,  It T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  

e n d ,  n o r  i s  i t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  end ,  b u t  pe rhaps  w e  can  s a y  

i t  i s  t h e  end of t h e  beg inn ing ."  And s o  h e r e  today ,  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n s  

o f  t h e  "Ci ty  of Angels" we can  f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  c l o s i n g  of 

t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t a g e ,  i n  t h a t  e v o l u t i o n a r y  

p r o c e s s  i n  which t h e  URANTIA Movement i s  now engaged. 

And now a s  w e  l o o k  ahead t o  t h e  n e x t  phase  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

of  t h e  URAIYTIA Movement, w e  can  t a k e  d i r e c t i o n  from, and s e n s e  t h e  

power o f ,  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  The URANTIA Book a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  

u p l i f t m e n t  of t h e  e n t i r e  p l a n e t .  

1 i n v i t e  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e s  from 

The URAHTIA Book: 

" I n s e c t s  a r e  born  f u l l y  educa ted  and equipped f o r  l i f e - -  

i n d e e d ,  a  v e r y  narrow and p u r e l y  i n s t i n c t i v e  e x i s t e n c e .  

The human baby i s  born w i t h o u t  an  e d u c a t i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  man 

p o s s e s s e s  t h e  power, by c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  

of t h e  younger  g e n e r a t i o n ,  g r e a t l y  t o  modify t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  

c o u r s e  of  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  



"The g r e a t e s t  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  i n f l u e n c e s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  

t o  t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  and t h e  advancement of 

c u l t u r e  a r e  t h e  marked i n c r e a s e  i n  world  t r a v e l  and t h e  

u n p a r a l l e l e d  improvements i n  methods of communcation. But 

t h e  improvement i n  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  n o t  k e p t  pace  w i t h  t h e  

expanding  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  n e i t h e r  h a s  t h e  modern appre- 

c i a t i o n  of e t h i c s  developed i n  cor respondence  w i t h  growth 

a l o n g  more p u r e l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  l i n e s .  And 

modem c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l  i n  s p i r i t u a l  develop- 

ment and t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g  of t h e  home i n s t i t u t i o n . "  (p.909) 

* * *  
I I  The i d e a l s  of one  g e n e r a t i o n  c a r v e  o u t  t h e  c h a n n e l s  of 

d e s t i n y  f o r  immediate  p o s t e r i t y .  The q u a l i t y  of t h e  s o c i a l  

t o r c h b e a r e r s  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  whe ther  c i v i l i z a t i o n  goes  forward 

o r  backward. The homes, churches  and s c h o o l s  of one genera-  

t i o n  : p r e d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t r e n d  of t h e  succeed ing  

g e n e r a t i o n .  The mora l  and s p i r i t u a l  momentum of a r a c e  o r  

a  n a t i o n  l a r g e l y  d e t e r m i n e s t h e  c u l t u r a l  v e l o c i t y  of t h a t  

c i v i l i z a t i o n . "  (p.909) 

And t h e  Midwayer Commission comments: 

"By t h i s  p r o c e s s  of g r a d u a l l y  chang ing  man's w i l l  and 

t h u s  a f f e c t i n g  human d e c i s i o n s ,  Michae l  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  

are l i k e w i s e  g r a d u a l l y  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  changing t h e  e n t i r e  

c o u r s e  of human e v o l u t i o n ,  s o c i a l  and o t h e r w i s e . "  (p .  1863) 



And a  Melchizedek w r i t e s ,  

"Pub l i c  op in ion ,  common o p i n i o n ,  h a s  always de layed  s o c i e t y ;  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  v a l u a b l e ,  f o r ,  w h i l e  r e t a r d i n g  s o c i a l  evolu-  

t i o n ,  i t  does  p r e s e r v e  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Educat ion of p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n  i s  t h e  on ly  s a f e  and t r u e  method of a c c e l e r a t i n g  c i v i l i -  

z a t i o n ;  ... P u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  mores,  i s  t h e  b a s i c  and e l e m e n t a l  

energy  i n  s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n  ...." (p.802) 

One cou ld  w e l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  p l a n e t  s u f f e r i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c o n f u s i o n ,  p h i l o s o p h i c  chaos ,  r a c i a l  s t r i f e ,  p o l i t i c a l  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

economic derangement and s p i r i t u a l  s t a g n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  is  indeed  

r i p e  f o r  zhe communication of t h e  i d e a l s  and t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  

of The URANTLA Book t o  t h e  world  a t  l a r g e .  But how b e s t  should  t h i s  be 

done?  

I f  t h e  f i r s t  phase of t h e  URANTIA Movement was l a r g e l y  o rgan i -  

z a t i o n a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  t hen  t h e  n e x t  phase  of t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  F i f t h  

Major Epochal  R e v e l a t i o n  t o  mankind c o n s i s t s  i n  a s t u d i e d ,  co-ord ina ted  

and c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  i n f u s e  i n t o  eve ry  l e v e l  of modern c i v i l i z a t i o n  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n a l i z i n g ,  promising and h o p e f u l  t e ach ings  of The URANTIA Book. 

I n  t h i s  way we may t a k e  advantage  of t h e  groundwork so  c a r e f u l l y  l a i d  

ove r  t h e  l as t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  But i t  would seem b e s t  t h a t  t h i s  b e  done 

ove r  t ime  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  immensity o f  t h e  ga thered  momentum of t h e  

p l a n e t ' s  problems and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t ime  t o  p r e p a r e  ou r  l a r g e r  p l a n  

of p l a n e t a r y  s e r v i c e  and t o  t r a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  co rps  of l e a d e r s  and 

t e a c h e r s .  J u s t  a s  Adam and Eve were t o  have assembled one m i l l i o n  of t h e i r  

o f f s p r i n g  b e f o r e  unde r t ak ing  t h e i r  t a s k  o f  p l a n e t a r y  b i o l o g i c a l  u p l i f t m e n t ,  



s o  we must mus te r ,  t r a i n  and p repa re  our  r e s e r v e s  be fo re  we t a k e  on 

a  more pub l i c  o r  o v e r t  m in i s t ry .  Too, w e  can remember t h a t  much t i m e  

passed between t h e  t i m e  J e s u s  f i r s t  heard an ass igned  messenger from 

Salv ington  i n  Je rusa lem a t  t h e  age  of t h i r t e e n  urg ing  him t o  be about  

h i s  F a t h e r ' s  b u s i n e s s ,  and t h e  t i m e  when J e s u s  a c t u a l l y  undertook t h e  

commencement of h i s  p u b l i c  c a r e e r .  Too, J e s u s  on h i s  t r i p  t o  Rome 

helped prepare  t h e  way f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  of h i s  t e ach ings  by j u d i c i o u s  

s e l e c t i o n  o f ,  and d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h ,  c e r t a i n  l e a d e r s  and t e a c h e r s ,  and ,  

of cou r se ,  J e s u s  d i d  no t  begin h i s p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  u n t i l  he  had s e l e c t e d  

and t r a i n e d  h i s  own Apost les .  So let  i t  be  w i t h  us .  

And i n  looking  a t  ou r  modern dilemma, l e t  u s  t a k e  n o t e  of 

t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  from The URANTIA Book: 

"Soc ie ty  is no t  a  d i v i n e  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  i t  is  a  pheno- 

menon of p r o g r e s s i v e  evo lu t ion ;  and advancing c i v i l i z a t i o n  

i s  always delayed when i t s  l e a d e r s  a r e  slow i n  making 

those  changes i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which a r e  e s s e n t i a l  

t o  keeping pace wi th  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  developments of t h e  age .  

For a l l  t h a t ,  t h i n g s  must n o t  be desp ised  j u s t  because t hey  

a r e  o l d ,  n e i t h e r  should an i d e a  b e  uncond i t i ona l ly  embraced 

j u s t  because i t  i s  novel  and new. 
0 

"Man should be  u n a f r a i d  t o  experiment  w i th  t h e  mechanism 

of s o c i e t y .  But always should t h e s e  adventures  i n  c u l t u r a l  

ad jus tment  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h o s e  who a r e  f u l l y  conversan t  

w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  of s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n ;  and always should 



t h e s e  i n n o v a t o r s  be counse led  by t h e  wisdom of t h o s e  

who have had p r a c t i c a l  expe r i ence  in t h e  domains of 

con templa ted  s o c i a l  o r  economic exper iment .  No g r e a t  

s o c i a l  o r  economic change should b e  a t t empted  suddenly .  

Time i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a l l  t y p e s  of human adjustment--  

p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  economic. Only moral  and s p i r i t u a l  

a d j u s t m e n t s  can be made on t h e  s p u r  of t h e  moment, and 

even t h e s e  r e q u i r e  t h e  p a s s i n g  of t ime  f o r  t h e  f u l l  

ou twork ing  of t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  and s o c i a l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s .  

The i d e a l s  of t h e  r a c e  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  suppo r t  and 

a s s u r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  t i m e s  when c i v i l i z a t i o n  

i s  i n  t r a n s i t  from one l e v e l  t o  ano ther . "  (p.911) 

I n  view of t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  w e  may w e l l  s u rmi se  t h a t  t h i s  

second phase  of endeavor  of t h e  URANTIA Movement i s  t o  b e  a  long- 

t e rm p r o j e c t  and d e f i n i t e l y  w i l l  b e  of a  much l onge r  d u r a t i o n  than  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  phase  j u s t  c l o sed .  But i t  does  promise  much more 

i n t r i g u i n g  and e x c i t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  c r e a t i v e ,  even v a l o r o u s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by a l l  of u s .  

What I a m  s u g g e s t i n g  today i s  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  t h e  a l l - o u t  

p r e p a r a t i o n  and p l a n n i n g  f o r  a  cons ide r ed  and s u s t a i n e d  e f f o r t  t o  

m o b i l i z e  and p r e p a r e  t e a c h e r s  and t e a c h i n g  a i d s  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
.- . 

t e a c h i n g  of The URANTIA Book. It w i l l ,  j u s t  a s  d i d  t h e  f i r s t  phase ,  

r e q u i r e  b o t h  d e d i c a t i o n  and soph i s t i c a t i on - - and  p a t i e n c e .  



Too, we must j u d i c i o u s l y  u se  t h e  most up-to-date equipment,  methods 

and t e chn iques ,  t a k i n g  f u l l  advan tage  of t h e  advances  i n  modern s c i e n c e  

and technology a s  they  a f f e c t  communication. Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  

e s s e n c e  of t h i s  e f f o r t  is  q u i t e  s imple:  t h e  s t udy  and d i s s emina t i on  

of  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of The URANTIA Book. And a l l  t h i s  can  b e  and i s  t o  

be done c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  of sp r ead ing  The URANTIA Book 

on a  low key ,  person-to-person b a s i s  i n  a  q u i e t  non-public way. 

Our s t r a t e g y  i s  t h i s :  F i r s t  and fo remos t  and con t i nu ing  i n t o  

t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  f u t u r e  w i l l  be  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e f f o r t  more e f f e c t i v e l y  

t o  t e a c h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of The URANTIA Book w i t h i n  the.movement. 

Already t h e  Educat ion Committee of URANTIA Brotherhood h a s  pub l i shed  

"A Sta tement  of t h e  Cur ren t  Think ing  of t h e  Educat ion Committee of 

URANTIA Brotherhood 1983," which r e f l e c t s  t h i s  approach.  Other e f f o r t s  

appea r  mob i l i z i ng  on t h e  ho r i zon  and a l r e a d y  we have a  number of pre- 

c u r s o r s  t o  more r e p l e t e  and f a r - r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t i v e  t e ach ing .  

I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a l l  of u s ,  each  of u s ,  b e t t e r  unde r s t ands  

The URANTIA Book, t h e  b e t t e r  t o  be  a b l e  t o  s h a r e  i t s  t e ach ings .  We 

need t o  develop more workable ,  p r a c t i c a l  and e f f i c i e n t  means of t each-  

i n g  The URASTIA Book t o  t h o s e  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing i t s  t e a c h i n g .  

There  a r e  a l r e a d y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a p p a r e n t  t o  a  number of 

people .  Too, a  number of t r a i n e d ,  c a p a b l e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  ready ,  w i l l i n g  and 

a b l e  t o  p l ay  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  fo r thcoming  b a t t l e  of t r u t h  a g a i n s t  e r r o r .  



Now s e c o n d l y ,  and p e r h a p s  o f  e v e n  a  l o n g e r  t e r m  and of a  more 

c h a l l e n g i n g  n a t u r e ,  i s  t h e  t a s k  of  d e v e l o p i n g  means, p r a c t i c e s  and 

t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  i n j e c t i n g  s a v i n g  i d e a s  from The URANTIA Book i n t o  a l l  

p h a s e s  and l e v e l s  o f  human endeavor .  T h i s  is p e r h a p s  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  

i n e x t r i c a b l y  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  growth of t h e  Movement, b u t  w e  can i n  

any e v e n t  b e g i n  now and i n d e e d  some have  a l r e a d y  done s o  and have  been 

d o i n g  t h i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  o v e r  a  number of y e a r s .  And, t o o ,  t h e r e  a r e  

a l r e a d y  develop.ing g r o u p s  which have  commenced t o  p o s i t i o n  t h e m s e l v e s  

t o  a c t  a s  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .  

Remember : 

"By t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  g r a d u a l l y  c h a n g i n g . m a n l s  w i l l  and 

t h u s  a f f e c t i n g  human d e c i s i o n s ,  Michael  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  

a r e  l i k e w i s e  g r a d u a l l y  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  changing t h e  e n t i r e  

c o u r s e  of human e v o l u t i o n ,  s o c i a l  and o t h e r w i s e . "  (p .  1863)  

I f  w e  g e t  i m p a t i e n t  w i t h  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a p p r o a c h ,  we c a n  t a k e  

h e a r t  t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l  h a s  a l r e a d y  been accompl i shed ,  and f u r t h e r m o r e  

w e  a r e  a l r e a d y  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  of more e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g  

and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  The URANTIA Book. 

Now, some ( a s  i n  t h e  pas t - -and i t  is n o t  a  new i d e a )  have 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  now is  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  p r o c l a m a t i o n  of t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of The URANTIA Book. The problem w i t h  t h i s  approach  is  

t h a t  i t  i n  i t s e l f  o f f e r s  no d i r e c t  c o n t i n u i t y  w i t h  p a s t  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  

n o r  does  i t  promise  any p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  A s  a s i m p l i s t i c  a c t i v i t y ,  

i t  f a i l s  t o  t a k e  a c c o u n t  of o u r  p l a n e t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  and makes t h o s e  

e r r o r s  o f :  
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" . . . o v e r s i m p l i f y i n g  cosmic e v o l u t i o n a r y  ( e x p e r i e n t i a l )  

r e a l i t y ,  t h u s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t o r t i o n  of f a c t s ,  t o  t h e  

p e r v e r s i o n  of t r u t h ,  and t o  misconcep t ion  of d e s t i n i e s . "  (p .215)  

Fur the rmore ,  can  anyone s e r i o u s l y  a r g u e  t h a t  o u r  t a s k  i s  any 

less d i f f i c u l t  o r  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h a n  t h a t  which c o n f r o n t e d  Adam and Eve 

on t h e i r  m i s s i o n  t o  o u r  p l a n e t ?  C e r t a i n l y  o u r  t a s k  i s  n o t  any less 

d i f f i c u l t .  But i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  then  shou ld  w e  n o t  b e  a l l  t h e  more 

a l e r t  t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  wisdom a l r e a d y  s o  p a i n f u l l y  e a r n e d  from t h e  

Adamic e x p e r i e n c e  on t h i s  p l a n e t ?  

S o l o n i a ,  t h e  "Voice i n  t h e  Garden," t h e  a n g e l  who w a s  t h e n  

p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  d e f a u l t  relates: 

"Probably  no material s o n s  of Nebadon were e v e r  f a c e d  

w i t h  s u c h  a d i f f i c u l t  and seemingly h o p e l e s s  t a s k  as con- 

f r o n t e d  Adam and Eve i n  t h e  s o r r y  p l i g h t  of U r a n t i a .  But 

t h e y  would have sometime m e t  w i t h  s u c c e s s  had t h e y  been 

more f a r s e e i n g  and p a t i e n t .  Both of them, e s p e c i a l l y  Eve, 

were a l t o g e t h e r  t o o  i m p a t i e n t ;  they were n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  

se t t le  down t o  t h e  l o n g ,  long  endurance test .  They wanted 

t o  see some immediate  r e s u l t s ,  and they  d i d ,  b u t  t h e  r e s u l t s  

t h u s  s e c u r e d  proved most d i s a s t r o u s  b o t h  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  and 

t o  t h e i r  world." (pp.839-40) 



S o l o n i a  con t i nues :  

" In  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  Adamic mi s s ion  on 

your  wor ld ,  jus t icedemands t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n  

of  t h e  p l a n e t .  Adam was con f ron t ed  w i t h  a  wel l -n igh  hope- 

l e s s  t a s k  when, w i th  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  mate ,  he  was t r a n s p o r t e d  

from Jerusem t o  t h i s  da rk  and confused  p l a n e t .  But had t h e y  

been guided by t h e  counse l  of t h e  Melchizedeks and t h e i r  

a s s o c i a t e s ,  and had t hey  been more p a t i e n t ,  t h ey  would have  

e v e n t u a l l y  m e t  w i t h  succe s s .  But Eve l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  

i n s i d i o u s  propaganda of p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  and p l a n e t a r y  f r e e -  

dom of a c t i o n . "  (p.  846) 

* * *  

"Never, i n  a l l  your  a s c e n t  t o  P a r a d i s e ,  w i l l  you g a i n  

a n y t h i n g  by i m p a t i e n t l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c i rcumvent  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  and d i v i n e  p l a n  by s h o r t  c u t s ,  p e r s o n a l  i n v e n t i o n s ,  

o r  o t h e r  d e v i c e s  f o r  improving on t h e  way of p e r f e c t i o n ,  t o  

p e r f e c t i o n ,  and f o r  e t e r n a l  p e r f e c t i o n .  

" A l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e r e  p robab ly  neve r  was a  more d i s h e a r t e n i n g  

m i s c a r r i a g e  of wisdom on any p l a n e t  i n  a l l  Nebadon." (p .846)  

No, now i s  n o t  t h e  t ime f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  p roc l ama t ioz  of t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  The URANTIA Book. No, t h i s  i s  n o t  ou r  g o s p e l ;  o u r  

g o s p e l  i s  t h e  Fatherhood of God and t.he Brotherhood of man t o  be  sp r ead  

th roughout  t h e  wor ld  i n  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  ways p o s s i b l e ,  augmenting 

t h i s  e f f o r t  a s  we may w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of The URANTIA Book. 



And ou r  way f u l f i l l s  t h e  p a s t  and c a r r i e s  g r e a t  promise  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  

f o r  i t  r e a d i l y  r e cogn i ze s  t h e  evo lu t i ona ry  need f o r  thorough t r a i n i n g  

and p r e p a r a t i o n  over  t i m e  p r i o r  t o  engaging i n  such a  l a r g e r  p l a n  a s  

t h a t  of a  s u s t a i n e d  e f f o r t  f o r  t h e  u p l i f t m e n t  and ben ign  d i r e c t i o n a l -  

i z a t i o n  of t h e  e n t i r e  c o u r s e  of human p l a n e t a r y  e v o l u t i o n .  We can  

and w i l l  s e t t l e  down t o  t h e  l ong ,  long endurance t e s t ,  bu t  we s h a l l  

do s o  w i t h  v e r v e ,  en thus iasm and a  s e n s e  of humor. 

J e s u s  s a i d :  

11 The hea then  a r e  n o t  wi thout  excuse  when t hey  r a g e  

a t  u s .  Because t h e i r  ou t l ook  i s  sma l l  a n d , n a r r o w ,  t hey  

are a b l e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  

T h e i r  g o a l  i s  n e a r  and more o r  less v i s i b l e ;  whe re fo r e  

do t hey  s t r i v e  w i t h  v a l i a n t  and e f f e c t i v e  e x e c u t i o n .  

You who have p ro f e s sed  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  kingdom of heaven 

a r e  a l t o g e t h e r  t oo  v a c i l l a t i n g  and i n d e f i n i t e  i n  you r  

t e a c h i n g  conduct .  The heathen s t r i k e  d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e i r  

o b j e c t i v e s ;  you a r e  g u i l t y  of too  much c h r o n i c  y e a r n i n g .  

I f  you d e s i r e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  kingdom, why do you n o t  t a k e  

i t  by s p i r i t u a l  a s s a u l t  even a s  t h e  hea then  t a k e  a  c i t y  

t hey  l a y  s e i g e  t o .  You a r e  h a r d l y  worthy of t h e  kingdom 

when your  s e r v i c e  c o n s i s t s  s o  l a r g e l y  i n  an a t t i t u d e  of 

r e g r e t t i n g  t h e  p a s t ,  whining over  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  and v a i n l y  

hoping f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Why do t h e  hea then  r a g e ?  Because 

t hey  know n o t  t h e  t r u t h .  Why do you l a n g u i s h  i n  f u t i l e  y e a r n i n g ?  



Because you obey n o t  t h e  t r u t h .  Cease your  u s e l e s s  y e a r n i n g  

and go f o r t h  b r a v e l y  d o i n g  t h a t  which c o n c e r n s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment of  t h e  kingdom." (pp.1725 & 26) 

And w h i l e  i t  i s  n o t  my i n t e n t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  

g roup  o r  p e r s o n  i s  h e a t h e n ,  t h i s  p a s s a g e  does  behoove u s  t o  be n o t  d i s -  

mayed by o t h e r s '  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  on more 

c o n c r e t e  and more v i s i b l e  g o a l s  and who s t r i k e  d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e i r  

o b j e c t i v e .  R a t h e r ,  shou ld  we a l l  t h e  more d e d i c a t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  t h e  

more d i f f u s e  and b road  g o a l  of  p l a n e t a r y  u p l i f t m e n t  go ing  f o r t h  b r a v e l y ,  

d o i n g  t h a t  which we know is b o t h  p r a c t i c a l  and e f f e c t i v e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  e v o l u t i o n  t h e  kingdom of  heaven i n  

t h e  minds and h e a r t s  of a l l  mankind. 

I n  working w i t h  t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n ,  we a r e  working w i t h  many 

superhuman p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and s p i r i t u a l  a g e n c i e s .  Too, t h i s  i s  t h e i r  

w o r l d ,  n o t  o u r s ;  we a r e  o n l y  temporary r e s i d e n t s  h e r e .  T h e i r  d e s i r e  

i s  t o  s e e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  q u i c k e n i n g  of  a l l  mankind w i t h  consequen t  

a c t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of  The URANTIA Book which w i l l  

u l t i m a t e l y  c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of a n  e n t i r e  p l a n e t ' s  s e t t l e -  

ment i n  s h e  a g e s  of  L i g h t  and Life--a t r u e ,  l i v i n g  o r g a n i c  b ro therhood  

o f  mankind. 

The a n g e l s  can  o n l y  work e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  of u s  who 

w i l l  work w i t h  them. I f  we c a n  a c c e p t  t h i s  b r o a d e r  p i c t u r e  of  t h i n g s  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  time frame of  t h e  a n g e l s ,  i f  w e  c a n  p u t  a s i d e  o u r  

p e r s o n a l  programs i n  f a v o r  of  s i n c e r e  co-opera t ion  i n  t h e i r  more 

a l l - encompass ing  c o o r d i n a t i v e  e f f o r t ,  w e ,  as b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  and a s  



a  g roup ,  w i l l  be  i n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i v e l y  e f f e c t  t h e  

e p o c h a l  work of p r e s e n t i n g  a  new r e v e l a t i o n  t o  mankind. 

Today, a s  w e  c l o s e  t h e , f i r s t  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of new t r u t h  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  may e a c h  o f  u s  look  forward t o  t h e  

f u t u r e  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  because  we have  a  p l a n ,  a  p l a n  t h a t  i s  con- 

s i s t e n t  w i t h  e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e a l i t y  and t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  modern 

world .  

And may t h e  F a t h e r ' s  w i l l  b e  done i n  your  l i f e  a s  i t  s h a l l  

be  done i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  wor ld .  

* * * 

L a d i e s  and Gentlemen: 

Our Brotherhood s h i p  was launched w i t h o u t . w o r l d l y  f a n f a r e  

i n  a  calm and s h e l t e r e d  bay n e a r l y  t h r e e  decades  ago.  I ts  d e s i g n  

was s p e c i a l  and e n d u r i n g .  It was g i v e n  s p e c i a l  form and c o m p o s i t i o n  

by i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I ts  p o r t h o l e s  were  des igned  t o  house  cannon,  

n o t  t o  b e l c h  smoke and f l ame ,  b u t  t o  f i r e  s a l v o s  o f  l i g h t  and t r u t h  - 
- 

t o  g i v e  new l i f e .  Our f l a g ,  though hang ing  somewhat l i m p l y  a t  

t h a t  l a u n c h i n g  was a  b l u e  C o n c e n t r i c - C i r c l e s  Symbol on a  w h i t e  back- 

ground. 

To b e g i n  w i t h ,  o u r  crew was somewhat i n e x p e r i e n c e d ,  t h e i r  

c h a r t s  somewhat incomple te .  But t h e i r s  was a  voyage of d i s c o v e r y  and 

what they  l a c k e d  i n  f a c t u a l  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e y  made up f o r  w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n t  

en thus iasm.  Today, o u r  s h i p  h a s  moved o u t  on t o  t h e  h i g h  s e a s  o f  

a d v e n t u r e  and c h a l l e n g e .  I ts  c o u r s e  h a s  been set th rough  some a l r e a d y  



s tormy s e a s  and we know t h e  b u f f e t i n g  and shoving of t h e  waves, w e  know 

t h e  f u r y  of t h e  winds;  b u t  o u r  s h i p  h a s  n o t  p u t  i n  t o  t h e  t empt ing  

s h e l t e r e d  bays  t h a t  i t  h a s  seen .  

Our crew has  s e rved  u s  w e l l .  Now o u r  c r ew ' s  i n t e l l i g e n t  

en thus i a sm i s  be ing  r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  a c t u a l  expe r i ence .  A l so ,  new 

crew members a r e  coming aboard s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  b e t t e r  

h a n d l e  ou r  v e s s e l .  

P r e s e n t l y ,  w e  have chosen momentari ly t o  head o u r  s h i p  i n t o  

t h e  wind, s a i l s  l u f f i n g ,  r e l y i n g  b r i e f l y  on t h e  ga the r ed  momentum of  

t h e  p a s t  twenty-eight  y e a r s  t o  g i v e  u s  forward headway a s  w e  check 

o u r  c h a r t s .  

And now, y e s ,  we can  r ead  o u r  c h a r t s  more c l e a r l y .  Yes,  we 

b e t t e r  s e e  t h e  c o u r s e  we shou ld  fo l l ow .  The o r d e r  is  given.  The 

s h o u t  t o  man o u r  s t a t i o n s  is  hea rd .  The crew goes  i n t o  t h e  r i g g i n g .  

The s a i l s  a r e  s e t ,  and now a l l  on board beg in  t o  f e e l  t h e  s h i p  t o  move, 

t h e  s a i l s  beg in  t o  f i l l ,  o u r  c r a f t  l e a n s  i n t o  t h e  wind. 

Throughout t h e  s h i p  we f e e l  t h e  shudder  of o u r  v e s s e l  a s  t h e  

power  o f  t h e  wind is  t ransmuted  i n t o  an i r r e s i s t i b l e  forward d r i v i n g  

f o r c e .  

As w e  beg in  t o  c u t  th rough  t h e  waves a t  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  speed ,  

o u r  s i g n a l  f l a g s  a r e  sp r ead  i n  bo ld  and c o l o r f u l  a r r a y  p roc l a iming  t h e  

Fatherhood of God and t h e  Brotherhood of man. And above t h e s e  s i g n a l  

f l a g s  b u t  below o u r  Concen t r i c -C i r c l e s  f l a g ,  now u n f o l d i n g  i s  o u r  b a t t l e  

f l a g  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  now coming b a t t l e  of t r u t h  a g a i n s t  e r r o r .  



And a t  t h e  t o p  t h e  h i g h e s t  mast is t h e  C o n c e n t r i c - C i r c l e s  f l a g ,  o u r  

f l a g ,  no  l o n g e r  l i m p  and l is t less  b u t  f u l l ,  f r e e  and f l o w i n g  f o r  

a l l  t h e  w o r l d  t o  see and know o f  t h e  coming of a  new a g e  t o  U r a n t i a .  

The s t o r m  f r o n t  h a s  p a s t .  Our s h i p  moves fo rward  w i t h  

i n c r e a s i n g  v i g o r  and  power ,  b u t  w e  s a i l  n o t  i n t o  a s u n s e t  b u t  i n t o  

t h e  dawning o f  a new era, i n t o  t h e  s u n l i g h t  of  a  new a g e .  

The B r o t h e r h o o d  s h i p  i s  on c o u r s e .  It i s  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  

c h a r t s .  

We c rew members c a n  work w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o u r  

s h i p b o a r d  d u t i e s  f o r  o u r  s h i p  is  moving fo rward  t o  t h a t  unknown, b u t  

s u r e ,  r e n d e z v o u s  w i t h  d e s t i n y .  

it * * 

A s  v a l i a n t  S o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  C i r c l e s  may we w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  

e n l i s t  t h e  s o l i d  r a n k s  o f  t h o s e  m o r t a l s  who s h a l l  go f o r t h  i n  t h i s  

coming b a t t l e  o f  t r u t h  a g a i n s t  e r r o r  under  t h e  u n f a l t e r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  t h e  migh ty  Se raph im of P r o g r e s s .  


