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WHO IS5 URANTIA BROTHERHOOD?
A Responoo

Moradich J. Sprunger
The “Balanca" section of The Circles provides sn opportunity to discuss

issuas of importance to students of The URANTIA Book and in doing so I beliave

it is furnishing a moch needed platform to verbalize frustratioms, elarify
confusion, and contribute significant insights to the URANTIA movement.

Phil Eversoul's article, "Who is the URANTIA Lrotherhood?" which appeared
in the Spring, 1978 issua of The Circles 1s a thought provokilng presentation.
It is helpful in that it is representactive of confusion of facts and debatable
igsues which are somewhat genaral in URANTIA Brotherhood. I welcoma tha
opportunity to raspond to his articla.

Confusion of Tacts

1. URANTIA Brotherhood is mot chartored by URANTIA Foundatiom.
The Foundation and the Brotherhood are seperata and independent organizations.
The brothemhood issues charters to soccietics. The Foundation does licensa
the Brotherhood to use the name "URANTIA' and to use the concentric circidéers
syumbol. MHeither organlzation controls the other. They have clearly defined
areas of responsibility and service. They strive to work im mutual co-operation
and support.

2. URANTIA Brotherheod is not woetly & Foundation service organization.
The Brotherhood formulates its own policies, practices, and progrsm. To soma
dagree tha trusteas of tha Foundatioan, as persons, do influapce Brotharhood
decisions becausa four of them also serve on the Executive Committes of the
Brotherhood. Bug I should iike to point out that any time the majoxrity of
tha Gemeral Council belioves thare 1s a conflict of Iaterest in this doukle
service, the trustees can be voted out of tha Exccutive Committes. How much
influence the Foundatioa trustees, ae perscms, have in tha Brotherhood 18 &

fuaction of the democmatic processes of the IZrotherhood. 4And I amn assure you
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the Gonersl Council will be governad by constitutionsl democratic Frocedures.
UBANTIA Brotherhood is organized and acts iadependently oa the basis of the
hdghest spiritual guidance available to members of the Executive Cormittee and
the General Council.

3. URRNTIA Brotherheood should not be confused with the spiritual
brotherhood of all mankind. This confusion is widespread. When the social-
raligious organization of URANTIA Brotherhood is igentified with the apiricual
brotherhcod of wman, all kinds of misconceptions cake place. And all of them

are bad! URANTIA Brotherhood ie merely a social organization dedicated to

the spread of the teachings of Ihe URANWTIA Book. In cime, no douht, many
such orgemizations will come inte being. The Brotherhood, furthermore, makes
no clalms to any official interpretations, methodologles, or exclusive "roads

to haaven." We do not even urge people to join URANTIA Brotherhood. Please,
let us nmover confuse URANTIA Brotherhood with the spiritual brotherhood of
all wmankind.

Debatable Issups

1. Should the term "UBANTIA" be under the supervision and control of
UBANTTIA Foundation?

Early leaders of the URANTIA movement were ilmstructed by the revelators
to protect the name "HBANTIA," to register it, and to guard it by eivil law.
There are two basic reasons for this action. First, the regplstered wmarks,
after the copyright runa out, are a means of identifying the untaspered version

of The URANTIA Book. Second, these registered marks are a reliable means of

identifying those groups who are governed by the basic philosephy and constitution
of URANTIA Brotherhood. This will help to distinguish URANTIA Brotherhood from
extramlst groups who could bring much confusion and disruption in the growth of
the Father's kindgom on earth.

L believe early leaders were wise ia placing the registration and supervision
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of the registered marks with the Foundation, thus soparating these legal
respensibllities from the teaching and fellowship responsibilicies of the
Brotherhood. As much as possible, it is good to hawve the Brotherhood primarily
concerned with spiritual ministry and fellgwship.

2. Should all URANTIA Brotherhood organizations ba unofficial in the
legal senpe?

Any nenprofit organization in our culture which receives tax deductible
contributions must have a constitutlen and ba properly recognized by the stata.
To this extent it is a4 practical necessity to be legally reglstered by the
state.

But there are more important reasons why URANTIA Brotherhood should ba
legally goveraed by a comstitution and be recognized by the state. Not silnce
the coming of Jesus to our planet has there been & dynamic spiritual nucleus,

which is contained im The URANTIA Book, around which so many competing and

divisive groups would arisa. TURANTIA Brotherhood is necessary as a formal
{legally valid) organization to discourage the formation of numerous other
organizations, to protect against egocentric and predatory minorities, to
prévent confusion and dieruptien, and to guard individual freedoms.

Contrary to what many spiritual idealists assume, a philosophic or
religious movement without legal organization or regulation does not bring
greater freedom to the individual. Evolutionary experience has taught us
that the Individual has the greatest freedom in sn ordered soclety. It is
regulation and law which insures iiberty and freedom for the individual.
daterial, legal, and spiritual functions must be a parc of every sound and
lasting religious soclal organization. Obwviously, organizations can also be
sources of evil!

Even though URAHTIA DBrotherhood hopefully may discourage the formation

of Goma competing organizations each claiminpg to be the "true" guardians of
peting org &
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The URANTIA Book, it is probably wise and prophetlc to recopnize that, human
! winich
nature belag what it is, vroups will be organized widh either disagree with
or do mot wish to be directly associated with URAWTIA Brothernood. Such groups

will no doubt pick auspielous names like "World Fellewship of The Urantia Book™

and will promote their own programs. If snd when this happens, wa should not
be disturbed. In a pluralistic socioty we must learn to live with different
and differing orgonlzations. This potentlal probabilicy waderlines tha
importaonce of having URANTIA Brotherhood's name protected by law.

We should alsg recognlze that some people and some groups function mora
confortably In the URANTIA movement In an unofflcial capacity. Tor these
pecple and groups such a noenofficial relatlonship can actually foster better
interpersonal relationships and avgment the splritusl quallcy of the Brotherhood.
We would encourage such people o maintain their nonoffleial status.

3, Should the material and legal be disassociated or eliminated from
URAHTIA DBrotherhood?

Tois d4a the hope aad 1llusien of cthe splritual ldealist - and we are all
guci ldealists at times. We can latellectually distingulsh among these areas
but in the contrete process of living they are all fuadamental necessitias.
1, for ona, am frequently irritated with what sppears to me to be a precccupation
wilth meterial or legal aspects of individual or group functions. In reallty,
the materisl and the legal cannot be eliminated from life oun this planet or
LUBAKTIA Erotherhood. The best we can do is have proper prilotities. Even on
Paradlse the materisl and the spiritual are harmonized. It 15 much more difflcullt
on Urantia. BDut I would hope that URANTIA Brotiherhood will always strive to give
priority to the spiritual znd sllow the spiritual to dominate and control cthe

material and legal necessitias.



