TOWARDS AN INTEENATIONAL URANTIA BROTHERHCOD

Since at least the time of the early Greeks some four thousand
years ago, mankind has talked about a world-wide Brotherhood. There has
been down through the years continuing theorization about the perfect
society wherein mankind could live together in peace and harmony. Even
today we hear numerous factions champiloning various ideoclogies as pro=
mising a solution te man's Internationsl social, economic snd political
dilermss. Some of these ideologics promise a perfect world just around

the corner.

¥Yet, in spite of all these idess, what progress has been made

towerd this International Brotherhood?

Broadly speaking, our planet witnessed not too long ago the con=
elusion of the most devastating war im our plamet's history. Hore recently,
we gaw the termination of a long and debilitating war In Southesst Asia,
and c¢currently there is war in Africa, continuing conflict in Southeast Asia,
threatensed war in the Mid=East and we live under the threat of total nuclear
annihilation--and all of this on the mortal natal sphere of Joshua ben Joseph,

Jesus of Kazareth: The Prinee of Peace.

In considering the implicationsof the growth internatiomally of

URANTIA Brotherhood, it is well to mention two major problems.

Tha first problem affecting the international scene is that of

Mationalism.



Tha URANTIA Book tells us:
"War on Urantia will never end so long as nations cling
to the {llusive netions of unlimited national sovereignty.
There are only two levels of relatiwve sovereignty on an
inhabited world:; the spiritual free will of the individusl
mortal and the collective sovercignty of mankind as & whole.
Between the level of the indiwvidual human being and the
leval of the total of mankind, all groupings and asaocistions
are relative, transitory, and of value only insofar as they
enbance the welfare, well-being, and progress of the indivi-
dual and the planetary grend total--men and mankind.™

(p.p. 1487-88)

and wa also read:
™Jar is not man's great and terrible disease; war ls a symptom,
a result, The real disease is5 the wirus of natlonal

sovereignty.”" (p. 1491)

The second problem, and in my view the more basic, is the concurrent
materialism and secularism prevalent the world ovar.

Again The UBANTIA Book:

"™aterialism denies God, secularlsm simply ignores Him;

at least that was the earlier attitude. Xore reecently,
secularism has assumed a more militant attitude, assuming

to take the place of the religion whose totalitarian bondage

it one time resisted. Twentieth-dentury secularism tends to
affirm that man does not need God. But Bewsrel this godless
philosophy of human soeiety will lead only to unrest, animoslty,
unhappiness, war and world-wide disaster.'(p.Z2081)
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"lithout God, without religion, scientific sSecularism can

aever co=orditnate its forces, harmonize its divergent and
rivalrous interests, rvaces and nationalism. This secular=
igtic human society, notwithstending ite unparalleled
materialistic achievement, is slowly disintegrating. The
chief cohesive force resisting this disintesration of
auntagonism is nationalism, and natiomalism is the chief
bagrier to world peace. The inherent weokness of secularism
is that ic discards ethics and religion for politics amd

power. You simply cannot establish the brotherhood of man

while ignoring or denving the fatherhood of God.

; "Secular social and political optimism is an illusion. With-
out God, nelther Ifreedom and liberty, nor propercy and wealth

will lead to peace." (p. 2082}

In anticipating and meating these problems, it seems We can be most

effectiva if we

l. Implement the rules for co=operation and co=-ordination as are
set out im the Comstitution of URANTIA Brotherhood

2, Avoid losing sight of our high mission as a spiritualizing force

on the planet.

Aalthough URANTIA Brotherbood chanced to have its beginninge in the

United States==even in Chicago: it desires truly co be international in ite
o= :‘r

outlaol:,

One of the most appealing things about URANTIA Erotherhood is that

ite Constitution provides for a foderal system of organization, insuring

relative aubonomy in lecal affairs, iacluding a high degree of religious

libariy.

This means that each society can be free in the conduct of itas study



and local activities amd still be confident that there is a mechanism for
national and intermational co-pperation and inter-association with other
Socletles whether Chey be In France, Belgium, australia, Canada, the

United States=-oven world-wide.

The URMNTIA Boolk refers to the American Federal Union as an

example of this bridging principle.

"To use an important nineteenth and twentieth century illustra-
tion: The forty-cight SCates of the American Federal Union
have long enjoved peace, They have no more warsg among them=
selves. They have surrendered their sovereignty to the
Federal govermment, and through the arbitrement of war, they
have abandoned all claims to the delusion of self-determination.
While each State regulates lts internal affairs, 1t is not con-
cerned with foreign relations, tariffs, immigration, military
affairs, or interstate commerce. Weither do the individual
Sftates concern themselves with matters of citizenship. The
fovty=elpht States suffer the rvavages of war only when the

Federal Goveryment is in some way jeopardized.

TThese forty=eight States, having zbandoned the twin sophistries

of sovereignty and self-determination, enjoy interstate peace and
tranguility. So will the nations of Urantia begin to enjoy pesace
when they freely survender thelr rvespective sovereignties inte the
hands of a global govermment=-the sovereignty of the brotherhood of
men. In this world state, the small nations will be as poweriul

ag the great, even as the small state of Fhode Islsnd has its two



poenators in the American Congress just the same as the
populous state of New York or the large state of Texas."

(p. 1489)

In addition to this federal principle of organization, another
and important advantage is that the orpanizabtional Burdens of URANTIA
Brotherhood are light. Those who have had religious upbringing in
a formal imnstitubion somebimes have difficulty in realizing that the
URANTIA Brotherhood is interested in only those essentials of an organiza-
tion which are necessary for the co-ordination of group fumction. Our
principal purpose is not to rule or to serve an organization. Our prineci-
pal organizational purpose is to serve in the wise world-wide dissemination

of the teachings of The URAMTIA Bool--as free as possible from cultural bias.

Therefore, readers of The URBANTIA Boolk from whatever country may

striva to develop a group inco a URANTLA Societyv=-should they so wigh=--
which will have equal constitutiomal dignity with any other URANTIA Society
and which will give them the opportunity to work in intermational co-operation

for the wize dissemination of the teachinzs of The URANTIA Book--and they may

do so without fear of excessive organizational hierarchy and stifling creedal

demands .

By implementing the plan of co-operation and co-ordination as
established by Comatitution of URMNTIA Brotherhood, URANTIA Brotherhood may
avail itself of the salutary "bridging" aspects inherent in the Federal prin-
ciple without the necessity of over-organization and oppressive creedal require=-
ments, encouraging the orderly tramsition from the spiritual free will of the
individual to the collective spiritusl experience of mankind as embodied in

the genuine living organismal brotherhood of man.



Kow, in working towards this genuine liviang brotherhood of man,
we will save ourselves much misunderstanding if we make it apparent that
UBRANTIA Brotherhood does mot itself pretend to be that universal brother=
hood of mankind as eovisioned by the early Greeks, and certainly net the

spiritual brotherhood of man spoken sbout so often in The UBANTIA Book.

There are wndoubbedly many who have entered the spiritual kingdom of heaven

vwho have never heard of URANTIA Erotherhood, much less The URANTTA Baol.,

On the other hand, one's membership in URANTIA Brotherheood is no
puarentee of entrance intoe the spiritual kingdom of hesven-=-though we hope
that some of the qualities of this true spiritual brotherhood will be

reflected in the conduct of the affairs of URANTIA Brotherhood.

URANTIA Brotherhood is sot exelusive but it is and should be

exclusively dedicated to Che spirdtual uplift of mankind.

Our purposes are spiritwal and not necessarily organizational,
URAKTIA Brotherhood is mot imterested in conguering the world as one might
physically conquer new territories, but we =sre Interested in inviting inter-
national co-operative union with those who personally share our beliefs in

and commitment to the unadulterated teachings of The URANTIA Book and their

certain promise for a better world of brotherhoad.

Also, we should recognize that thers may be those who share similar
goals and purposes but who wish not to join UBANTIA PBrotherhood formally,
retaining thelr own clear, distinct ddentity. There 15 no mandate, either
social or spiritual, that they Jjoin UBANTIIA Brotherheod, and we would wish
them well should they choose Lo go theilr own way. However, those who wish to
work in concert with us are nevertheless as welcome as was David Zebedee and

his corps of able workers who labored so cificiently and effectively for the

B
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furtherance of Jesus' mission

The UBMNTIA Book admonishes us:

"But ian this brotherhood of Jesus there is no place for
gectarian rivalry, group bitterness, nor assertions of

moral superiority and spiritual infallibility." (p. 2085)

In turning to the second major internatiomal problem, that of
materialism and secularism, we would do well to comsider that Jesus
avoided making economic and social pronouncements, and he avolded becoming
invelved in political entanglements, He remained ever dedicated to his

objective of bringing God to man and man to God.

URANTIA Brotherhood==1f it is effectively to deal with materialism
and secularism==will Temain ever free to pursue Cthis same goal of bringing
man to God and God te man, and helping towards that time when the Ceachings

of Jesus will rule in the hearte of all mankind.

"Religion has little chance o funetliom until the religious
group becomes separated from a2ll other groups=-The social
association of the spiritual membership of the Kingdom of

heaven," {p, 1091)

"iny religious belief which is effective in spiritualizing
the believer is certain to have powerful repercussions in
the social life of such a religionist. Religlous experience
unfailingly yields the "fruits of the spirit" in the daily

life of the spirit-led mortal." (p. 1091)



The URMANTIA Book further states

"Jeaus never intended to formulate economic theories: he
well koew that each age must eveolwve its own remedies for
exiating troubles. And If Jesus were ot earth today,
Living his life In the flesh, he would be a great disappoint-
ment to the majority of good wen and women for the simple
reason Chab he would neob take sides in present=day political,
social, or economic disputes. He would remain grandly aloof
while teaching wou how to perfect your inner spiritual 1ife
g0 as to reader you manyfold morse competent to attack the

solubion of your purely human problems.

"Jesus would make all men Godlike and then stand by sympathetically
while these sons of God solwe their own political, seocial and

pconomic problems." (p. L1351)

In helping to bring about world peasce, we can be most effective
by not advocating any particular ideclogy, but by aiming for the sparking of

g8 spiritual swakening among the peoples of the planet.

"Reither democracy nor any other political panacea will take

the place of spiritual progress." {(p. 2007

URARTIA Brotherhood looks forward to crossing enumerable national
and cultural boundaries where we can increasingly experience the satilafying
joys of varied human association at ever higher levels while knowing the
exhiliration of helping to lay the foundation of a mew age of religiom om

this planet.



There are many poltentials in The URANTIA Boolk for world-=wide peace

and a true world=wide brotherheod, a brotherhood supported upon a matrix of
World Law administered through mankind povernment, puaramteeing social and
economle justice te each, and nurtured by Lhe stable expression of mutual
and powerful love amd trust as was so well exemplified dn the 1ife aof

Joshua Den Joseph; Jesus of Wazareth, who sald:

"And no matter what blunders your fellow men make in their
world management of todday, in an age to come the gospel
which I declare teo you will rule this very world. The
ultimate goal of human progress is Che reverent recognition
of the fatherheod of God and the loving materialization of

the brotherhood of man." (p. 1808)



URANTIA BROTHERHOOD

INTRA-QFFICE MEMORAMDLUM

FRDM Hartin W, Hyera DATE June 30, 1978
TS Members of the International GUBJECST

Fellowship Committae

ce;  Carolym Kendall, Confereonce Chairperson
Dr, Meredith J. Sprunger, President
Johin Hales, Realident Director . —

RE: 1978 UHANTIA Brotherhood Generzl Conferonce

Enclosed is a draft of s atatement which I plan to present
at the opening of our meeting on Tuesday afterncon,

After the statement is given, it would seem appropriate to
hear from those who have been involved in significant international
activity. [ would propese to ask the following to speak for 15
minutes on their internatienal activity, especially things they thiak
of significance in furthering the best interests of the URANTLA
teachings==and how best to do is:

l. Julia Fenderson (Trip to Australia)

2. Henry Begemann (possibly having someone from Paris help him)

3. A Representative of The Family of God Foundation

4%, Lavallee or Desjardins from Canada
Each could take 5 - 10 minutes to answer questionsa.

This should prove interesting to all and should be easily done,
It would just fill our time allotment of 120 minutes (2 hours plus a
thirty=minute break).

Lot me know how you feel and any ideas you have,

If we need a meeting, it will have to be some evening end because
of time problems, I'm wondering if we could do it before the 15tk of Jule?

(We cam have a conference call for Anne and Eunice). We will want to Eive
the participants smple time to prepare,

MM e fm

Eriel,



