will regain the wisdom ol the past, nake meamng l tes challenge of
the present, and give lumankind a vigwon of e e wisch will
im]:lin.' arel tnergiee their minds and souls. Once J!’::I:n we will have
peneratiens, praphsically visualized by Roges Shinn, wiho-have
metaphysical conlilence, comprehensive vision, and living faithe
Stimulating Creative Studies in Religion

The kasie question which The Dranria Sook poses for those
inleresied in promioling scholarship inreligiows studies is, what is its
potental for simulatmg cresive thinking i theslogy amt religion?
I'have been conlemplating this guesivom formore than twenty-five
soars and T comsistenily come 1o the conclesion that The Lraria
Dok has the groatesy potentizl for stopulating pew vilality in
rediekmis studses of any religious book or ovent in recenl times, Iam
confident that schelars s relizion will graduslly discover whala fich
minz of religions research if contains. Tohas already been the saures
of one docloeal thesis, Dy, I:rqu.-:s Rhename at the Lniversity of
e entitbed bis snady “An Amielyvs of d Revealed Texr: The
Urartic Rosk” (Analvse & un Texte Rovele: The Urarndia Rook)
which was completed in Augost of 1983, Thisg 1z the firscaf whanl
]:c-\:d:li.'l'A'iIlI:||.':!-:|:|-=',1i:|u|:-f|:.'|:|1l.=rs.1nd drcteral dissertations hased
an e Uemndia Book. Some of e passibis wpees probed by these
shucses are sugpestold halow:

A Hypoethesls Concanug the Autlisshiprof The Uraniia Dast
Based an an Empirical Exnomination of ils Conlent"

“Hiblical, Hcientific, Hinorical, and Logical Esrore or
Dismepencaes in The Uramtis Mook Besed on Conlemprerary
Scholarship™

"Diry Concepts in Warld Religion Found in The Urantia fook"

“Similarities and Differences of Uranrda Raok and Traditional
Chrestian Tonity Concepls!

“The Urardia Rosk Dscription of the Supreme Being Compared
with Whilchezd's Conceprof the Consequent Mature of God™

“Urpatia fieok Spirilunl Cosmology Contrasted with Christinn
Ezcharalogy”™

“The Namrs of Relipgion Desoribad in The  Uraniia Soak
Commpared with Conlemperary, Views of the Supercanscioues md
Transpersanal Peycholopy™

*Tha Religzon of Jesus Contrasied with the Religion 2bowt Jesues"™

“The Uranitia Boak View of Jesus® cmcepitof Man Contrasted
wilh the Pauline Lnderstanding of Human Momes"

Tl Doctrine of Solvation: Ofrgaiie Hook o Mainline
Chrissian Theobagy Compared”

“The Uraana Bock View of Christinnity - and. the  Ciaspel
compared with theat of Adolf von Harnaek™

Thes= areanly o few of dogens of iapics which are inspired by the
stlimulating and innovanve matezial Goind in The Droaria Sool
When scholars of religion finally discover the rich mine of religinus
macerial found in The Draniia Book, the coealive parameers of
research '.l-'i]lI:lvl:g;rl.'ullg.I expanded, Kenneth Boulding in ﬂu.’ril'mﬂ.fng
of the Pwentieth Century, Alvin Tolfler in The Third Waee, Jahn
Maishitt in Megairends, Firtjofl Caproin The Twrning Poinl, arl
ey ol prophelic voices kave pointed out thal we are enlening a

asajor ransitional ehangs in the hiswooy of man, We desperacely nood
spiritual foundations which are large enough, solid enoweph, 2nd hove
the visitonnry polentizl 1o give slabilily and nl:ili::rm.‘. fo the new ape
which & sirugeling to be o L believe The Uraania Seok has the
greatest polential for serving in this capacity of any philosophical-
relipious resource now avalable 1o humankimi,
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The Urantia Book
and Religious
Studies

by Meredith J. Sprunger, Ph.D.

Rarcly does one find n baok on' theelogy or religion which ane
[eols has the potential of changing the concepiual patiems of our
culture. Some twenty-nine vears ngo [ was a member of 2 small
group of United Church of Christ nunisiess whe discovered The
Urantia Fook, published by the URANTIA® Foundation, 533
Dhiversey Parkway, Chicaga, 1L 60614 @ 1955, We found it o
reminrkably effective book in stimulating crealive thinking in i
Iesophy, religiom, and culwre. The genesal consensus amang the
thousands who have read the book s that il will receive universal
recagnition. 1thas extremely broad ramifcadons, shedding wisdom
in nknaest every arzn of human endeavar.

This challenging book & oot only & fascinating source dociment
for pareonal spiritanl growih and development, iowy well becoma
e ol the mast oopartast sourees of infommation l2nding 1o the
revitplizntion of the Christizn Church and the resteocnizing of theal-
apy simca Ui Refarmaten: The growing nomber of minislers mmd
athar religioes leaders pmw discovering st book are surprised thot
apublication of this spirinesl quality and fr-reaching patanizal coukl
have remnined virtuzlly Hidden [or aver thisty years, A partial
angwer i found i the fact that thase respansible for te publication
of the book have jnitizled no promoiana programa. Tley balicve
Eho Lo ey evalulionary prodess of person 1o persan communicalis
is the wise method af noquainting peaple witls the book, In addition,
there are three major faciors which hive disconrged clesgymen and
other refigious leaders from a seriows nexling of the book:

1. [t coanes Troon o souses wlach s oot known nod misted by
relighous and theolepical greups,

2. Itis alarge book (2097 pages) and some ScClions areras ensy
10 compeehend.

A, T clzims to b new revelaton s, theeelore, understandabiy
calges sugpcion, 1f not fear or hostling.

Haopefully, we have lelt behind those days of culiural naivets
when elaim or authorine have any maaning a5 a crilezion of il
Revelatory muthenticity, therelore, = 4 sccondary consideratiom,
The primary challenge posed by, The Drantie Sook 5 pragmatic,
Do ithave something crestive and constructive 1o contribuls 10 aur
modemn philasephicrelgious ouleok? Evaluated on the basis of
spariwnl insight, philesophical cohenme, and realivy-cenieredness,




it presents, i the judgment of thousonds of people who lkave
critically exanuned it one ol the fnest world views of religion
availahla b comtemporany hamaniy.

Aftcr a quaster of 2 cenlury of experience an inmaducing
thonsamis af philosophy students ancd minisiers o e Ui Sook
[ have foursd the twa mnjor obstacles iy getting people 1o read e
baok are its size and oitial erreneons impressions of “eeoteric” o
“Onoste" connetations, For thoss who get gast these psychological
bamiers and resd e book, almost all are impressed wity s
comprehensive prasp of planetary phenomena and mest believe it
has a sul=iantive contribution g maks w religious shskes,

A New Vision Of Reality

In fts two thousand papes The Olrantia Book presents an
integeated picture of the aniverse which relaies science, philasophy,
mmel religion i a synergistic holism. i presents an intepraied amned
masteriul view of Ulimae Reality. Concegts of Deily ranging from
that ef a persemal Universal Father to impersonal Absolules are so
well wnified the halstie meture is moiniained,  The namze and
atiributes of Ged are discussed as they relaie so the universe and
the andividoal,  The Teinity 5 concepinalized with presicr
intelleetual ‘and spitual clariny i aey ather description in
theological lieraiee. Tlhe matesial and pravitational centes of Ui
universe, the lsbe of Paradise, is refemed 1o as the place of origin of
2lf forms of realiny: spisitual, mindaland material enczey, life, wwdl
personality. A marvelously. orpanized lheearcldeal universe is
descrified which includes milkions of inhabited planets in all stages
of physical, mental, and. spirineal evolution:  Mechanistic and
vilalistic inlerpratatons of natural phenomena are integrated.
Seience, plakesophy, and relipion are seen as partial aspects of n
larger unifed universe piclune

Tie Uraaria Book presents onc of the most realizie and inclusive
materind-mindal-spirimial  cosmalogies in the entire ficld of
philosepdy anid religiom, It porirays an cminemiy reasemahba pic i
of the conditions and matire of immerislity. Survival is seen =
dependent an the spiriteal reality swms of the individusl. This, in
furrm, is determined by dee free will dacisions of the individiesl owand
Giod, by our lavalty o trzifh, besuty, 2nd gocdness as these valzes nre
sinceraly understoid. Nevertheless, evil, sin, and judgnseitt are sterm
and sober realities inthe umaverse, Its infriguing picture of Life ahcr
death, its eschainlagy, is not only appealing to ratiomal intelligence
butfias a ring of avthentic spirwal reality, The interrelationships of
body, mind, soul, and spinic are wealed with much insight and
acgginality, The central chzllenpe to modern nan is 1o make 2 well-
balaneed and sane effast o achieve God-comscimsness, Growth
tewnrd pecfecton of purpose and the spiriial nawre of being is
presented s she fundamental motivation of life, This growt is
evplubionary, culminating, and cndless.

The baok describios the arigin and evelotion af events an our
planet,  In addition o the physical development of the planst
inzluding plant, znimal, and lwiman belogical evalution, it races the
dovalopment of civilization, culwre, government, religion, the
Farmily, and other socaal institutions, The suihors exhilal a superior

urglizstanding of planeiary hisiory, dynamics, and destiny. The sectzan
discussing marriage and the (amily has a rich and realistic hissorical
appreciation of the relationships of men and weaen amsd 2 halaneed
assessment af the comebutions of both nature and nurture in-shaping
Twrman Life. Papers dealing with the natee and fanetien of religion, the
pamass and practics of prayer and worship, and the place of persenal
and mstitutional religion dn life and sociely are ameng the best
diseussians of these subjects in-print.  Clapters which describa the
beving nuroure of tus andwellmg Spicitof God in the mind of man are of
excepticaal quatity and paratle] the world s famest msights darived frion
n first hand experience of Cod fimmd in devotional lieramee,

The fourih section of The Drantia Book conlains 2 seven hundred
page vemzxmal the iz nnd teschings of kesus which = sbidly mooled in
thiez historical New Testament stary, This superh presentation of the lifk
of Jesus brings Jife to the sketchy Mew Testament piclore and with il a
new suthenticiny. [Lhas o umiversal appanl even when it is viewed caly
iy a hislorical novel for it is unsurpissed in theistic philasophical
resonableness, sparilua] insight, md personality appeal. This life of
desus not only fills in the “ladden s [rom twelve i thirty but The
Urantic Sook gives n pictere of his incamation and past-incamation
expericnee, It is bagically acceplable o all religions, emphasizing the
religion of Jesus which is unilying rather than the religion abow Jesus
which tends to b divisive,

The Question of Origin

Probably the most difficilt question t answer abaut The Lrantia
Bockis “Who wrote 17" [ clains to be writlen by nomerous supermes-
tal beinps as a special revelation to mankind Living o this woald,
“Urantin.™ [1 purpenis o be the first major ac epochal divine revelagion
sines e coming of Christ 1o aor planet. Such a elaim censinly raizes
dauls in the minds of rational and respansible people. Almaosi every
pemeration produces & number of people who pose as the bearers ol new
revelation. What is unigue abaul The Urantia feok is that it has almos
nothing i conunen with Todical or fnatical movainens. 11 dees oot
advacate a new religion bt seeks 10 underpird the best inonll religions.
It viewpoint builds upon the best of the religiows lieritaga of the pastand
pressent; yet it is fresh, expansive, and profound, The superior quality of
the philesophical-relipious insighte of The Urantie Rosk is cleor o
anvone af discriminating mind whe reads i

(aviously, onc shoubd resd The Drannz Ssok critically and jadpe it
by 115 coatent, noed by any claim of authoeship. Only afier 2 tharaugh
reading of the book ard careful evaluation of ils message s one ina
pasition 1o speculate abour authorship. One is impressed with 1he
awthenticity of ils t=aching. Its message is balanced and profousl. s
approach is apen and benrgs,. There are no ather threals or cosrcions o
“helieve. Tiseeks i work i and through the evolutionary process and
within the sacinl instinstions of owr wagld.

Relation to Contemporary Theology

The Urantia fook bailds upon and enhances the concemns of contzm-
porary beslogy. [0 allmms the insighls of exisiential-scoularizason
theologies in presenting a holistic piciure of Reality, free fram the “twno-
story " dualiszm of classical Christianny. God ig in the midst of life and

the ' groursl of being " a5 well 25 a tronzcendent H_I!.'I"l;':', E‘-‘ipﬂﬁ-ﬂnm-
based thinking is subsimtel for authoritarianisom asd dogmatisom.

Tlea book reinleeces and anplifies te evolutiomarny foimcdations
of the process theelogies, In iis concepis of the Absoliies and s
Supreme il parallels the Whiteheadian views of the “primerfinl
niatng of God" asd e “conzequent natre of God " Aldwogh The
Uiz fookaccepls the fretual realities of the diversity of gender,
race; and ccomomic sysiems, 1L sresses the importiznee of equaliby
of appartumity, dipnity, freedoam, and jestice emphasized by the 1ib-
cralwn theologics,

Even while soludly rooied o the antobogical and evalutionary
realities of the past, The Uraeria Bookis meihodologically arienied
lowarid the [ulure as ore the conlempaorany thealagics of I'.-:lpr:. It
conLaing flwe mpst elabarate and incriguing prewre of sschatology in
religious lilerature which is bath hoarzontal and vertical in nalure,
Tlae illuszoms of seculasizn, reductionizn, and nasve uopianis ans
challenged with a breathtaking view ol the Ruture based an the hard
rezlilies ol spint comdiioned evolutionary development.

The authors of The Uranwtia Bosk emphssize the impomanee of
reversion activities; play, humor, relaxation, and creative arlistic
cxpression which, are frames of reference beld in common with the
contemparary thealogies of play ond story, The nagrative gquality of
b 1ife and teachings of Fesus and the interesting accouns of the
heroes ol the post foumd in The Craniia Seok are among the miest
inspiring stories nraligious lieralune,

Some comtemporary theologions, however, will be disturbed by
The Uraatia Rootbecoase it goes beyond the horizontal dimensions
of realivy el (he limgwistc anabysis of neeamng. Eventhaugh ot
nfferms - their concem for the horizeneal nspecis of © life, it
reemphasices and remendously e apnds amd enhances the elassical
meetaphysical conception of Reality, It integrates a hizrarchical and
frunscendent conceplion ol Chety and Reality with an medigenous
and ereafive immanencein anew nrif inclusive hafistic pictune, The
dymamics ol 1his cosouc drama conse eloze to Taillard da Chardin's
visualization of Cosmogenesis and Christogenesis mesting in God
where the two Irajeclories of tme ol etemity blend mio one ali-
civcampassing Lniny-Realiny.

The new phmalism of belicf-sysiems and life-slyles is n
peemanent condition of our world. The sitempt by relighous and
politizal fundomentalists e draw within their own comforiakle
batie! beds ancd pall the covess aver ther esds praendag the rest
of the workd docs not exist, of exisis only ns aberration, is ne lenger
lenahl=, The new rmi}';yml'_m'lii: ru'lij:'_il:q:.il].l ol our clay is. [ haliewe,
the evoluimany fumdation upan wloch a new - ad Lzl vison ol
reality will be buili-

The Urartia Heok, in my judgment, hag the polentizl of
cleansing s windows of perceplion that we may calch a vision of
the wender of aursslves 2nd the universe m a new arxl eapamded
viswalization of reality.  lis message will bring what Jeseph
Camngibell calls o ranyibolopization of consciousrsss”™ fresd froin
the reductionism, dichmomies, and sistis symbals of the pest. This
fresh, epochal mytholeqy, this pew organizing meiaphos of reality,




